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Abstract

Some researchers have tried to answer the question: do we need to think differently while
designing in terms of the digital environment? This methodological question leads to another
question: what is the range of this difference, if there is one? This research investigates the range
of changes in how architects conduct and develop the initial design within the digital
environment. The role offered by the digital environment in visual design thinking during
conceptual designing through shaping: concepts, forms, and design methods, is identified and
explored.

The main realms of visual design thinking and their inherent processes: imagination, image
building and retrieving, and decision-making, which are simultaneously preformed in the mind
of an architect, have been explored. There are changes introduced to the initial design phases of
ideation, concept articulation, and visualization by the digital-design environment. The range of
changes in the processes and activities of these phases has been explored.
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