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Abstract

The research paper proposes an approach to be applied in the design studio. The proposed
approach highlights the reciprocal relationship between concept articulation and design problem
definition in a design method that exposes different design activities related to this relationship.
The design method was applied in a design studio of an intermediate level. The study reports the
analysis of student designs in terms of the deign method employed. Moreover, a survey was
carried out in order to measure the responses of students and instructors regarding the design
method and its approach. The main structure of the design method proposed can be described as
follows: although the relationship of concept articulation and design-problem definition are
reciprocal, the influence of one direction can be distinguished more than of the other direction on
different design activities. The research using qualitative and quantitative methodologies
analyzes the results and outputs of the theoretical investigations, the practical application in the
design studio, and the questionnaire responses through different methodological tools.

This research paper is a part of a research project that has been conducted during the studio. The
research project has investigated the use of digital media along with the focus area of this
research paper. The research project has more two areas to be investigated and reported in
researches: one is of the solely digital use in the design method presented by this research, and
the second is of combining both areas of computer use and the reciprocal relationship of
conceptualization and design problem definition.

The focus points of the research project are important to the pedagogical environment of the
design studio as they enable to explore architectural design capabilities. To propose a design
method and then to measure the responses in terms of its effectiveness help in exploring new
paths and ideas of how students gain and learn certain design capabilities.
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