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Perception of Life in Urban Components

Between Reality and Metaphor
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Abstract

We may think that life is exclusively associated with man or animals due to
showing manoeuvre or motion. We may also add plants to living species for their
partnership of birth, growth, weakness, and death. Solids, being silent and
motionless are supposed to be out of life!!

This paper adopts philosophic contemplations and thinkers efforts towards
searching for life reality that enriched the culture of humanity. The paper doesn’t
merely aim to consciously analyze and understand urban design factors, but also
analyze subconscious reactions and feelings towards urban and architecture
compositions.

The paper proposes that solid components of things in general and architecture in
particular are revived in our perception either for real by faith or metaphorically by
subconscious synthesis. Mind has capabilities to personalize things by comparing its
form with human features. Once sympathy is produced due to this synthesis
interactive feelings towards surroundings becomes easier.

The paper considers projecting life onto urban components as an approach to
build on for better studying proximity issues for further purposes like privacy, and
territoriality.

Keywords: Physiognomy; perception; urban life; fields of effects.
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