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Abstract

The spread of gated residential communities in the urban environment of contemporary
cities is a phenomenon of old-style origin, where this phenomenon has emerged since the
middle of last century as aresult of a mgjor civilizational and cultura transformationsin
the world. This research is concerning about analyzing and evaluating the phenomenon of

the proliferation of such developmentsfirst in the world, and second on local content.

Research begins with the definition of urban environment of the cities, what are the
aspects of the quality of the urban environment, what are aspects of its degradation and
how could it to be livable. Defining the relationship between livability and sustainability.
This relation shows that the achievement of livability may come in the form of solving
chronic problems in these environments immediately and with limited goals, which does

not take place through the whole sustainability.

Then the research begins later in identification of the most important manifestations of
the global transformations which are responsible for turning residential formats towards
isolationism, topped by globalization and urbanization, and the extent of their impact in
the urban environment of cities. The research studies the phenomenon of enclosed
development in global cities and residential communities, and what are the most
important definitions expressed by, and characteristics of them and the causes that lead to
the appearance and the results arising from them, and also the political patterns that may

contribute to the emergence of these communities or not.

The research tends then to study the development of the environmental assessment
methods in order to find an appropriate approach to assess the phenomenon. Which
follows the search assessment using conceptual frameworks method, using a framework
(DPSIR). It is considered as a way to organize the work of the information in the causal
chain sequential. The series begins studying the dynamics of the phenomenon of driving
force (Drivers) and the subsequent pressures (Pressures) on the environment and result in
a change in the state of the environment (State) and the impact of this change (Impacts),
which requires the presence of responses (Responses) on official and community level to
reduce the impact negative. Then use this framework through a proposed approach to
evaluation it has been drawn from several international approaches to assessing the

environment.



Then the research studies the phenomenon of the spread of gated residential communities
in three global cities of Johannesburg, Buenos Aires and Istanbul. The framework and
methodology were applied to each city in order to assess the phenomenon and address the
most important issues that have occurred as a result of them. This section ends with
commitment to the spread of these closed communities. Marking the phenomenon is
considered as a quick solution to overcome the chronic problems in the urban
environment of those cities. The spread of gated communities is occurred in order to
achieve a desired environment within undesired broader context. It is aso responsible for

the emergence of new problems were not to show it not for the spread of these gatherings.

Finally the research in the last part is going to apply the proposed methodology and
examine conceptual framework in the Egyptian context. The study area was selected in
new cities around Greater Cairo region, particularly New Cairo city as a case study. To
analyze and evaluate the phenomenon and stand on the most important effects of it and
the most important policies that led to it and what emerging issues that arose in the urban

environment to those cities.
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