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In the name of Allah, the most 

{His command is only when He 
intends a thing that He says to it, ‘Be,’ 

and it is. So exalted is He in whose 
hand is the realm of all things, and to 

Him you will be returned.}[Ya-Sin, 
verse 82-83] 
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To the day that I feel it becomes brighter more than ever.

Cities are places to make a living; people engage in 
worldly life experiences in preparation for the day of 

judgment. Those who are lucky will undergo 
concessional life experiences in a city. We always pray to 

Allah so that he will grant us life in our favorite, 
livable cities. 
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The objective of this book is to let the student of the 
school of architecture closely to the issues relating 

to the art and science of urban design cities.
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Urban design is “everything you 
can see out of the window.” (F. 

Tibbalds 1988a, 1)

“Urban design is essentially an 
ethical endeavor, inspired by the 
vision of public art and architec-

of construction.” (Watson, 
Plattus and Shibley 2003)
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Cities without emotion and feelings are cities with no beginning 
and no end; they are soulless cities. For this, urban design has be-
come known as a scientific art: the field of specialization and 
level of professional practice aimed at creating and reclaiming 
towns and cities. It has focused on the town and cities of archi-
tecture but was not known as a cognitively separate science from 
the city and urban planning until the beginning of the 1960s. Ur-
ban design as a course has been taught at Harvard University in 
the United States of America since 1961. At that time, it emerged 
as an independent specialization in the field of architecture.  

‘What is Urban Design?’ consists of five series booklets. The first book-
let is ‘Learning and Teaching’. It is an introduction to the art of the city; 
urban design. The booklet tries to answer the question: Why do the 
students of the school of architecture want to study urban design? And 
what the intend learning outcomes of the course are. The booklet, also, 
provides an approach to make places for people at the academic level. 
Several topics are discussed,  such as livability, cities for people, city 
branding, sense of place, quality of life, and sustainable urban design. 
The first booklet gives summative questions for all presented topics.
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