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-l‘ CPAS NEWS I—-

# The Exhibition Association for
the 6* of October City Products has}
signed with the Center of Plannin
and Architectural Studies a contrac
ggrepaxe the studies, the designs
the supervision of the execu-
tior. of an international fair and
conference halls. It is to be erected
on the Wahat road in the city of 6%
October on an area of 50000 m. The
execution of the project will take
42 months. It is divided into three
stages, the first stage will be
achieved in 15 months. This stage
comprises the exhibition ma.ml

building of 10000 m? and the lei-
sure and entertainment buildings
that include ice skating ring, bil-
liard hall, bowling hall, and an open
theater. The second stage includes
the cateﬁorised exhibits hall, a su-
permarket, a bank, a business
center, two movie theaters, cafete-
rias and restaurants. The last stage
comprises a conference hall with a
capacity of 700 seats, a large lei-
sure and entertainment area that in-
cludes swimming Is, chalets,
horse tracks, a rural village and ar-
tificial lakes.

= The Exhibition Association for
the 6™ of October City Products
signed with the Center of Planning
and Architectural Studies a contract
to grepare the studies, the designs
and the supervision of the execu-
tion of a permanent exhibition hall
for the products of the city of 6% of
October. The building will be lo-
cated on the International Fair
mlses_m Nasr City. It will be

e stories on an ared of 1500 mz.
It will include several commercial
stores. The basement will be used
for ;toragm% and utilities. The ex-
ecution of the project is expected
120 Oﬁtgrl at the beginning of the year

= The Egyptian Architect Zakaria
Ghanim who has miFrated to
Canada visited Center of Planning
and Architectural Studies and par-
uci%ated in the architecture evening
on 20/10/1999. He projected his
architecture work as an immigrant
Architect in a foreign land and he
showed some of the _distin%_lfished
projects which he designed. He also
showed the output of his interviews
with 28 international architects in
Europe and the United States. The
interviews were published in Alam
Al Bena'a Magazine. Zakaria
Ghanim is one of the Magazine's
consultants, and correspondents in
both Canada and the United States.

# Dr. Mohamed Abdelbaki re-
ceived an invitation as the Editor
in Chief of Alam Al Bena'a Maga-
zine to attend a reception that the
French Embassy. The reception
was glwm in appreciation of the
role played by the local magazines
and news papers in reinforcing the
rekatmnsh}{;s with France. Dr, Mo-
hammed Abdelbaki has been in-
vited as well to attend the recep-
tion gﬁ:ﬁn by the Arab German
Chamber of Commerce to be in-
formed about light and architecture
fair that will tlg)lau::fz in Frank-
furt, G y in the year 2000.
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(B) The project demonstrates
that low cost housing does not
have to be cheap looking or in-
human. On the contrary, il can
be dignified and attractive.
(C) The 19 units have greatly
influenced the design of the re-
maining 261 units. They have
also strongly influenced an-
other housing project located at
Bernane, that is about 70 kms
north of Ghardaia..

(D) According to the architect,
the project has elficiently used
the know-how and judgment of
local workers who were en-
couraged to make a certain
amount of on-site decisions.
TECHNICAL REUIEW RS-
SESSMENT

(A) Three separate units were
selected at random by the Tech-
nical Reviewer, who subse-
quently had discussions with
the occupants regarding details
of living in their unit.

One unit was occupied by a
bachelor and the two others by
young public servants living
with their spouses and children.
All of them came from the
northern parts of Algeria.

(B) All three expressed their
preference for living in this
type of complex, rather than a
high-rise building. It was also
their opinion that the original
19 units provided better ther-
mal insulation than the ones
built later where the exterior
double wall was eliminated.
(C) All three users independ-
ently expressed the following
reservations:

1. The distribution of the spaces
does not correspond to their
lifestyle.

2. The roof opening, designed
for ventilation and light, and
. located in the ¢eiling of the cen-
tral sifting room, represents a
nuisance. Il was conceived
without a skylight or security
bars. Intruders have used it to
enter the units. Furthermore,
much dust enters the living
quarters through it. Most ten-
ants have improvised means to
close them, thus eliminating the
source of natural light and ven-
tilation intended for this arca.

LI I

3. The kitchen located at mid-
level is found to be highly un-
satisfactory as most activities
should be conducted at the floor
below.

4. The terraces are only used in
the summer, for sleeping, but
the feeling is that they are un-
safe as access from one terrace
to another is extremely easy.
5. There are too many steps
between rooms and the stairs
are found to be too steep and
dangerous.

(D} Itis the observation of the
Technical Reviewer that most
units are occupied by a me-
dium-income group that in-
cludes a number of Europeans
who provide technical assist-
ance to the local authorities.
Among tenants, Europeans and
bachelors appear to be the ones
that are the most satisfied with
the units,

(E) It is also apparent that the
architect designed the units for
a user and a lifestyle that have
gither changed or do not exist.
He concedes that in his mind
the construction of the 260
units was an cvolutionary proc-
ess. It is his opinion that once
the first units were designed

and constructed some modifi-
cations would have appeared
necessary and could have been
introduced under his supervi-
5101.

(F) According to Ravereau,
"The project was the result of
along process of synthesis and
evaluation..”

() Architect Ravereau has
emphasized the fact that the
Administration Director of

I AL AM AL B EN A" 1 1

ERSAURE imposed on him the
installation of larger windows
at the ground level of some of
the units. He fully opposed it for
reasons of privacy. This conflict
was instrumental in his leaving
the project. It must be noted that
the windows in question have
been found to be equipped with
wooden shutters and that they
greatly improve the natural ven-
tilation of the units. ##




areas been paved.

In contrast with the existing
ncarby towns which were gen-
erally built on steep terrain, the
grouping was erected on a site
that has a very moderate slope.
(G) Water and electricity are
provided by the city. Sewer con-
nections are not yet completed
and septic tanks are presently
in use. City gas will be pro-
vided, but is not vet available.
DESIGN AND CONSTRUC-
TION

(A) Much of the architects de-
sign philosophy results from
his belief in the following :

1. Lifestyle is conditioned by
the climate and therefore a
maximum thermal protection
must be provided.

2. Terraces fulfill a number of
everyday needs and are essential
elements of Saharan housing.
3. High density can be used to
achieve the most positive liv-
ing conditions.

4. The organization of all
spaces must at all times respect
the users® privacy and intimacy.
(B) Climate Control,
Thermal protection was ad-
dressed by considerably reduc-
ing the size of all window open-
ings and by introducing, at the

second level, a double exterior
wall with openings at the bot-
tom and at the top to permit the
free circulation of the air be-
tween the exterior and interior
walls. (It should be noted that
the users believe that this fea-
ture makes their units cooler
than the units which were real-
ized at a later stage without it.
At the time it was designed,
Ravereau states that much op-
position had been expressed by
the technical authority respon-
sible for verifying and guaran-
teeing the construction.)

The units have been oriented
along a southeast axis that
forms a 20-degree angle with
the north-south axis thus pro-
viding an orientation that ap-
pears to be adequate.

(C) Materials

1. Walls were made of local cut
stone with rough mortar joints.
The lower level was left in a
rough form while the upper
level was finished with a
smooth coating of cement.

2. The floor structure is made
of light stcel beams covered
with cement pavers prefabri-
cated on site,

All interior surfaces are
brought to a smooth finish by

applying a coat of {ine cement.
The floors are generally fin-

ished with a locally manufac-

tured tile.

Project History

This program gave the architect
the opportunity to demonstrate
what kind of low cost house can
be produced, answering both
traditional and modern needs.
- The construction with the help
of craftmens who already

s ALAM AL BENA'A I

worked with the architect for
private houses, gave the oppor-
tunity to make very clear to
them to which standards the or-
ganisation of the house must
answer and what kind of initia-
tive can be taken by them dur-
ing the construction:

- For example, they appreciated
and decided the best situation
for openings (doors and win-
dows) in relation to any particu-
lar orientation or neighborhood
interference.

= This project was produced in
the context of ERASAURE-
Establissement Regional
Saharien  d'Architecture
d'Urbanisme et de Recherche
sur 1'Environnement- which
has been created by the
"Ministere de L'Interieur" af-
ter the architect's proposition in
order to promote practical and
theoretic trans formation of the
Environnement, in the context
of Saharian Region.

= This program is a part of a
larger ensemble of 260 dwell-
ings (individual} the architect
designed earlier, in a general
context he also studied when he
produced the master plan of the
M'Zab Valley in 1964.
PROJECT SIGNIFICANCE
(A) The project represents a
positive departure from the
typical public high rise solution
to low income housing.
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ESCRIPTION

D(A) The Sidi-Abbaz

project is located in the
M'Zab Valley, near Ghardaia
and off the road to the Oasis of
Quargla. It s situated at the foot
of a rocky hill, surrounded by
a unique panorama. Within a
short distance to the east of the
site are some palm orchards
and the town of Ben Noura.
To the south is the historical
town of Beni [sguen and to the
west is Ghardaia.
(B) The nineteen (19) housing
units under consideration are
part of alarger grouping of 260
units called for in the General
Plan prepared for the valley.
The remaining 241 units, not
considered in this review, were
developed and realized afier the
architect left the ERSAURE in
April 1976. They are very simi-
lar to the ones designed by
Ravereau, but have incorporated
a number of changes in layout.

(C) The units are organized .

along the following distribution
of functions.

1, Ground Level:

Small entrance corridor

-A toilet easily accessible from
the entrance by male guests

- A sitting room with an open-

ing in the ceiling for ventilation
- A second adjacent sitting
room that can be opened to ex-
pand the first sitting room.

- A small bedroom

2. Upper Levels:

-A kitchen located at mid-level
between the sitting room and
the terrace

- A second bedroom

- A bathroom

- Occasionally, an additional
room was obtained by extend-
ing the unit over the street

- A terrace with high parapet
walls to provide privacy.

(D) The two-level units are at-
tached and frequently share as
many as three party walls. In
some cascs, one of the units ex-
tends over the street (as it is done
in traditional architecture) to
provide an additional bedroom
and offer a shaded passage.

(E) In keeping with the Devel-
opment Controls, no unit in the
complex exceeds 7.60 meters in
height and no window opening
is in excess of 1 square meter,
(F) The siting of the units dis-
courages car access to most of
them. However, the pedestrian
paths have not yet been land-
scaped or finished, nor have the
vehicular streets and parking



the technical side of it was
provided naturally by the ar-
chitect in charge and his team
of supervision.

Elements for Reha-
bilitation: -

The most important elements
that were replaced and re-
newed or changed in this
process were: -

1 - The Decayed and almost
failing parts of the walls, es-
pecially in the ground floor,
these were replaced as of
original, with good quality
limestone [rom Mokatam
Hills. The walls closer to. wa-
ter network were the most
vulnerable ones and in some
cases also walls on the street,
close to ground level.

2- The water and sewer net-
work pipes and taps, which
were the main reason for de-
cay and dilapidation.

-3- The sanitary units were al-
ways replaced with new ones.
In some cases new units of
bathrooms were added to im-
prove the facilities of the house.
4-The stair and its handrail was
either replaced completely or in
some cases partially.

5- The woodwork of the bal-

e |
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" BaytEl-Sitt
befor erechabilitation

conies and windows was ei-
ther replaced or restored as of
original.

6- The roofs of constructed
wooden beams with the [loor-
ing of Ma’sarani stone tiles or
cement tile, were part of the
rehabilitation process. Where
necessary particularly some
wooden beams needed re-
newal and in few cases the

- whole root was replaced to-

tally by a new roof.
7- The exterior plasterwork

was either redone completely

or partially. ;

8- The wall cracks were dealt
with by inserting wooded beams
to overcome the cracks if the
walls were not replaced totally.
9- The roof was insulated
where necessary and new tiles
were installed with water
drainage.

The social aspect of
rehabilitation

The participation of the resi-
dents in the process of reha-
bilitation was always an im-
portant factor for the success
of this project. We have al-
ways tried to increase the
people’s input in this process
in many aspects. As far as

Ba El-Sitt Awatef .
during r ehabilitation

cost and effort sharing in the
project we can conclude that
the overall sharing has been
around 10% of the total cost
of materials but has in-
creased in one case to be

. about 30% of the total cost

of materials used.

The tables below give details
about the share of resident’s
participation in each case.
Certainly involving the peo-
ple in the process havce
proofed to be quite important.
Those who participated more
felt a sense of pride to what
they have contributed, and
also to what to should be done
as far as any alteration or ad-
dition of facilities likes a bath-
room in their house.

In this process we have come
to stress our conviction that re-
habilitation as well as restora-
tion should be done with the
user or the future use in mind.
In general we will note that
unemployment and lack of
skills or education is a com-
mon factor in great percent-
age of the residents of this
area. (Figures) .

The improvement of the skills
of the people may be in the
area of crafts production can
be of great asset fo raise their
standard of living.

* Opening a shop of souvenirs

for the tourists that cross this
historic area can be of great
help to the residents who will
naturally be more apprecia-
tive to the tourists, if they can
increase their income through
such an activity.

In some houses it is quite fea-

- sible to open shops to serve

the tourists or to serve the peo-
ple of the area, such an ele-
ment as shop opening or im-
provement of a workshop can
be part of the rehabilitation
projects in the future.
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» Subject of the Issue
ur hlstorlc gardeus are

e the_ green areas in-
uding gardens and parks.
~government has payed

& Technical Article
Fire Alarm
Eng. Sahar Yasseen (P.16 )

» Project of the Issue

The Islamic porcelain
imusenm

Dr. Aly Rafaat

The museum, which used to
be the private palace of prince |
Amro Ibrahim, is located on
Guezira street. That Palace
consists of three floors, the
basement, the ground floor
and the first floor on an area
fof 850 m2. The palace which
is of Islamic architecture and
includes a great number of
porcelain antiques. (P. 19)

£ Anchltectural Competltlons
The competition for con-
|structing the headquarter of
the housing and construc-
tion bank. Nasr city.

Arch. Ahmed M. Meto
Arch. Ragaee Said
Arch. Ayman Kamaleddin
The Housing and Construc-
tion Bank has initiated an ar-
chitecture competition for de-
signing the headquarter build-
ing of the bank. The project
won the first prize. It com-
pnses the different adminis-
tration offices of the Bank in
addition to administrative ar-
eas, housing, commercial
center, movie theater, and sev-
eral other entertainment ac-
tivities. (P. 26 )




value together with the loca-
tion close to the momunents.
Since such work of rchabili-
tation of non listed traditional
houses is of no great concern
to either the authorities of An-
tiquities or - the Cairo
gavernorate, we thought of
performing an actual experi-
ment of rehabilitation on one
of the houses of old Cairo.
By simply asking tne resi-
dents and owners of the
houses, it was found out that
the owner occupied houses
are the ones that are interested
for rehabilitation.

Tn 1995 we started the experi-
mert on one house for the first
experiment of rehabilitation
in Bab el-Wazir area. With a
very small contribution from
Gothe institute we started the
rehabilitation of the house of
Sokkar. The task we have set
was the renewal of all the
water and sewer network of
the house.

The main reasen for the col-
lapse of these old houses is the
same, it 1s the decay of the
Masonary walls of the ground
floor of the house due to the
decayed pipes of water and
sewers and the bad connec-
tions too the main sewers or
to the house cesspool.
Usually, the foundations of
the houses are in good condi-
tion; the water table in most
arcas is a lot lower than the
foundation level. The problem
is mainly due to surface
drainage water. This mainly is
due to the infiltration of wa-
ter from sewers and water net-
work of the house itself.

First Floor Plan

Bayt Sokkar

The second experiment
for rehabilitation.

This project was named three
houses of old Cairo it was fi-
nanced and supervised by the
American research center. The
project was managed and per-
formed by United Consultants
firm of Cairo with the help of
staff members and students
from the department of archi-
tecture at Al Azhar University.
The project actually dealt with
4 houses in the area of Bab
Elwazir all the four houses are
inhabited and the work of re-
habilitation was done while
the residents are living in their
houses. Although there is a
risk involved in the process,
there was no other way that
we could perform the
rehabilitrtion.

The residents had no place to
go during the time of rehabili-
tation. Only in very few cases,
the families were able to va-

cate the house for a short pe-
riod of time.

The Rehabilitation
Process

Considering the extent of the
amount of houses that ought
to be rehabilitated in all his-
toric Cairo area. We realized
from the beginning that such
an effort will have to be done

BaytSokkar befor
rehabilitation
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in ap order of Priority. So we
should start with houses of
better architectural and his-
torical value.

Secondly because of the big
number of housed that needs
rehabilitation this activity
should be best performed with
the participation and coopera-
tion of the residents, afier all
they are the ones that will
have to continue the process
of maintenance later on.

In this respect we have iden-
tified few houses to start with,
where the residents were in-
terested to do the rehabilita-
tion, and also to provide help
and participate in process as
mush as possible.

Owners that actually live in
their houses were quite eager
to do the rehabilitation-, on
the other hand owners not liv-
ing in the area, would rather
sell the house for developers,
since the rent control acts has
rendered their houses as a no
income producing assets.
What share did the residents
do ?

The residents provided ma-
terials like wooden beams,
new pipes for sanitary net-
work, or new sanitary units
that they want to install in-
stead of old ones.
Whenever possible they
would provide some money to
spend on certain items like
toilet units. In other cases
owners and residentls pro-
vided the workers to work as
part of the effort for rehabili-
tation. But always the man-
agement of the operation and

yt Sokkar after
rehabilitation



with a small entrance court.
The main family floor is in the
first floor. The ground floor is
usually for shops on the street:
The Mandara or guest recep-
tion room and the storeroom
openings onto the court area.
The Mezzanine is for kitchen
and storage facilities as well
as for living of the servants.
The main floor on the first
floor level is entered through
the stairway either to a
guestroom or to the “Sala”, or
the main living space in the
middle of the house.
The Sala in the center of the
house, clevides the house into
the guest quarters on one side
and the bedrooms on the
other side.
The Sala in this case has taken
the roll of the court as the his-
torian professor Sawsan
Nweir would like to say.
The main room of the house

overlooking the street has the

Mashrabia as an overlooking
projected element to use, for
privacy and protection of the
TOOMS.

The Mashrabia of the 1 9th
century house is a develop-
ment of the older Memlook
type Mashrabiyya but a bit
closer to the contemporary
exposed balcony.
Nineteenth century
Mashrabiyya is actually a pro-
tected balcony with shutters
covering the whole height of
the person, or an outdoor bal-
cony with shutters around its
periphery.

EL DAR

A typical example for this tra-
ditional house is the house of
Sokkar in Elmahgar Street
close to the Citadel.

The second typical example
for 1 9th century houses is Byt
El Set Sakna in Sayeda
Zcinab. Basically this house
is what we call.El DAR
HOUSE which was built for
a large family. The house is
composed actually of three
houses in one single building
around a center court that is
entered from the street
through a covered area. Such
a design allowed few houses
to use a single semni private
court that is entered by the
horse cart from the street.
The ground floor was used as
shops on the street. The serv-
ants quarters and the typical
storage rooms opened onto
the courl. The first floor is
kept for the owner and the or-
ganization of its layout typi-
cal with the Sala in the center
opening onto the court.
Usually, the Sala was directed
towards the North breath.
The third example for mod-
est houses is Bayt Abu El
Hassan that is what we can
call an apartment building.
Although this building was
built for ordinary people it
still has kept traditional fea-
tures for the small apartments
within it.

The Mashrabia on the main
room facing Elmahgar Street
is a typical Masrabia totally
protected. And has colored
gloss panels; the area of the
apartment is only so meters
square. And the layout is sim-
ply a Sala and two rooms.
The Priority for reha-
bilitation

The area of historical Cairo is
about 6 krn square, contain-
ing about 6 thousand houses.

Although most of these
houses are fiot of great histori-
cal value since there 100 to
150 years old, but the charac-
ter of most of the houses is of
the traditional type. Usually
simple built of stone and
bricks in wall bearing type.
They are generally of around
100 years old and they blend
very well with the Tslamic
monuments in the area.

Certainly the effort of reha-
bilitation should be directed
mainly to the areas that are
closer to the monuments. This
particularly is true along the
main Kasaba of old Cairo.
Along the axis between the
Northern gates of Bab

N ALAM AL BENA'A m

Zuwela and Bab cl-Nasr up
to el-Azhar and el-Hussein
arca down Bab Zuwela area
and further down the main
center of Ibn Tuloon Mosque
and the Citadel.

The total number of houses to
be rehabilitated has not been
defined but a rough estimate
of one thousand houses would
not be an cxaggeration.
Through the under graduate
and the graduate researches
done in historical Cairo be-
tween 1990 and 1993, at Al
Azhar University. We have
identified several houses to be
investigated for rehabilitation.
Usually, the criteria were the
architectural and historical

Decay in the lower part of the wall Bayt
19 th century house.
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Conference of Heritage and Urban Development
Cairo
“Rehabilitation with people participation”

ntroduction
One of the major prob-

lems facing the old Cairo
preservation efforts is that the
older houses are being turned
down and are replaced with
modern apartment buildings.
Such modern buildings are
built with very little or no con-
sideration to the Islamic Ar-
chitecture existing in this area.
As far as domestic architec-
ture the “committee” that
listed monuments to be
saved has mentioned only
few large houses as monu-
ments to be saved.
Earlier when Napoleon came
to Egypt, his Archeologists
were greatly interested in An-
cient Egyptian monuments
and have documented in
Cairo some Mosques, but
probably did not have the time
to work on domestic architec-
ture. The list of plates drawn
by the Mission in * La De-
scription de I’Egypte” in-
cludes only the house Bayt El

Sennary in Sayeda Zeinab

which was actually the resi-
dence place for Napolion at
that time. _
Apparently it was difficult to
get into the houses were peo-
ple lived, and naturally the
Mosques and public buildings
were more impressive for
documentation.

X

Presented by:

Dr. Salah Zaky Said
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But when we look to the is-
sue the culture, we will find
out that houses and places
where people live are of great
importance. The study of do-
mestic architecture is actually
the only way to relate to every
day life of the people.
Naturally, we can tell about the
customs and habits of the peo-
ple easily by studying the na-
ture and organization of living
spaces in domestic architecture.
In our search for the identity
of the Egyptian architecture it
will always be the case that
we will have to relate to the
culture of the people. And in
this regard we need to give
stress to and find out about the
roots of Egyptian Architec-
ture, ot only by studying large
monuments but also by study-
ing people’s habitat and do-
mestic architecture in general.
The Architectural and
social significance of
19' century houses of
old Cairo

During the last 15 years in the
college of Architecture at
Alazhar University, we had the
chance to study several areas
within what is called now as
historic Cairo.

The study of the houses.of 1
9th and early 20th century
Wwas our main concern.
Through this study we came to
realize certain facts about the
architectural significance of
these houses, and also to under-
stand the social sides related to
its architectural features.
These houses of old Cairo
were of interest 10 us, more so
than houses of say the
Heliopolis area, or what was
named Tsmailia in down town
area. This is due to the historic
location of these houses
within the Medieval Islamic
Cairo, and Secondly because
of the features of these houses
in eld Cairo, which shows that
they were built by the ordi-
nary Egyptians for typical

Egyptian families.

In fact we will find out
through some close investiga-
tions of the types and features
of such houses, that they were
designed to fit certain Egyp-
tian social needs. To our
knowledge there is no domes-
tic architecture that fits more
into the notion of ** Traditional
Domestic Architecture” than
what we can find within the
historical Cairo area.

In this aspect they are not
what can be called European
Architecture built in Cairo,
like in the case of Heliopolis
or the Cairo center Ismalia de-
velopments. There is no doubt
that some of the European Ar-
chitects like (L.a schiac), were
so sensitive in their interpre-
tation of an architectural
idiom that fits into the archi-
tectural Heritage of Egypt,
which rendered such architec-
ture to be in harmony with the
culture and the society.

In this paper we will review
some typical traditional
houses of the 1 9th century
architecture in historical
Cairo and will describe and
discuss three different exam-
ples representing such archi-
tecture. The first of these ex-
amples is THE TYPICAL
FAMILLY HOUSE. Such
Llypical example is the house
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EDITORIAL

The dignity of
the architect
Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

The advanced nations honour and exalt their pioneer architects. place them side by side
with the pick of society and introduce their work to the public opinion through criticizm
in television programs and different mass communication means, in comparison to all
the respect and honouring that the western architects receive from European commu-
nity as Islamic and pharonic architect once received the Arabic architect on the other
hand does not attain the proper recognition or even the acknowledgement of the impor-
tant civil role he plays, a role whose importance is well proved as the architect builds
and constructs cities and draws the outlines of the urban image in which the community
lives and prospor whether it appears in his internal or urban designs.

The Arab architect is always held back from mass communication scope as well as the
social and cultural gatherings. In many occasions he is not allowed to explain his artis-
tic work in the same way that artists do in galleries, despite the fact that the architec-
tural work is more lasting and spreading than picturesque which is besieged in the
rooms and halls of palaces and villas. It is often seen that a governmental responsible
for an architectural project explains the architectural scheme of the project without
even considering the participation of the designer.

A striking example appears when presenting the office tower of El Azhar headquarters to
the president of Egypt claiming that it was designed in the form of an open book of Qura'n!!
Such provoking image is commonly repeated in similar cases when the arabic architect
does not find the supporting atmosphere to help him to claim his right to present his own
creative work. Most architects submit to the fact and accepts to be kept behind the scenes.
It had reached the limit that some architects offers the credit of their creative work to be
presented by the names of non-architects. Such a case took place in an architectural
contest when a creative project won the contest and the credit was attributed to a civil
engineer inspite the fact that the project was designed by a bright young architect.
There was no sign of a contract between the two and the young architect was not a part
of the civil engineers crew.

The charade repeated itself in similar occasions when a well-known architect, known
for his prestigeous work leaned for the desires and the point of views of a civil engineer
that happens to occupy a high place in the government.

A third case when a bright young architect won an important contest and was obliged to
co-operate with certain civil engineers or he will loose his right to prepare the docu-
ments of construction and supervision for his own design. The young engineer kept
complainning in vein and no one protected him or supported him to keep his profes-
sional dignity.

Another striking side of the problem appeared when a respected architect favoured a
governmental sponsor when he described the sponsor's protest infront of a pick of
respected architects who were opposing a project he adopted as a symphony of music.
In this only manner the professional dignity of the architect is wasted and humilated
either by the architect himself or by those who attain state power.

In both given examples the architect disappears from the spot light and is ignored by the
society in an opposite manner to what other proffessions gain of respectability like phy-
sicians, artists and literary men. This is rebounded to the deterioration of the cultural
standards in the community and the lack of consciousness to the outstanding architec-
tural projects, as the mob‘s concern of a building in it's safe construction and it's agree-
ing with the standards of construction and building. Other matters is worthless to the
community whose architectural background is not as mature as it is in more advanced
nations where it seem that half the presence in architectural lectures is of non-architects.
Finally, if the cultural and social environment is not an aid for the architect to claim his
professional dignity, it is the responsibility of the conscious architects to gather and
support one another to maintain a supremc attained position in the community. This
could be acheived either through programs, lectures or forums through mass communi-
cation means.

Around the glob the architectural projects is recognized by their acheivers, the archi-
tects and designers, not by the owner or the spohsors of the project, at the same time the
cultural arena does not lack exhibitions and architectural forums attended by non- ar-
chitects as well as architects.

I consider this the responsibility of young architects, now that we are approaching the

next millennium .... ™
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