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~| CPAS NEWS I—

# the Yemeneese president Mr.
Aly Abdallah Saleh, has offi-
cially inaugurated the project of
faculties of education in Taiz,
Hodeida, and Sana'a which were
designed by the Center. His ex-
cellency praised the project and
described it as a great monument.

# Dr. Abdel Baki Ibrahim re-
ceived an invitation from the
Arab Cities Organization to par-
ticipate in the conference on
"New towns in the Arab world
and their role in development”.
The conference will take place
in Agadire, Moroco, in the pe-
riod from the 24 - 27 of Novem-
ber 1999. Dr. Abdel Baki will
submit a paper titled "The expe-
rience of new towns in Egypt,
deficiency of the theory in the
absence of a national strategy for
settlement outside the valley”.

+ The Center was assigned to
prepare the architectural de-
signs and working drawings for
the permanent exhibition build-
ing for the 6 of October prod-
ucts, to be erected on the lands
of Cairo international fair
which was designed by Dr.
Abdelbaki Tbrahim.

+ The Environmental Engineer-
ing Unit at the Center was as-
signed to prepare an environ-
mental impactassessment for a
touristic village on the Red Sea.
This is a prerequisite for the
approval of both louristic devel-
opment authority and the envi-
ronmental affairs authority.

# The construction supervision is
currently selecting the team to
supervise unit the execution of
the housing complex for the
Police Society in Port Said which
was designed by the Center.

% An architecture evining was
held in the Center to show the
application of the computer
- |programmes for preparing ar-
chitecture drawings as applied
in virtual building.

# Engineer Osama Amer (the
technical manager at the Center)
has participated in the courses
offered by the American Univer-
sity in accordance with the So-
ciety of The American Civil En-
gineers, that aim to provide
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medical offices. Technical and
medical services (radiology,
laboratories) arc groupcd Lo-
gether to the rear. These two
sections are linked by the land-
scaped public entrance area,
-The six houses are for admin-
istrative or medical staff. The
concept of the house type is tra-
ditional and rooms are grouped
around an enclosed courtyard.
The houses are located behind
the complex, arranged to form
a small public square (une

lacette).

Domestic Scale

The architectural concept is
clear: the archilect wanled to
give a unique, homogeneous
1mage and aspect to the build-
ing. There is no distinct sepa-
ration between the three areas
of the complex,
The functional components of
the building are not expressed or
distinguished. To the contrary, it
seems that the architect did not
wanl Lo give any public signifi-
cance to the building, or to ex-
press any functional differences.
The architectural choice, led
the designer to use the aesthetic
of indigenous, domestic con-
structions: the complex looks
like a group of houses. Both the
exlerior and interior refer to tra-
ditional housing volumes: the
complexily and multiplicity of
volumes, and the complicated
and picturesque treatment of
the masses are part of the con-
ventional vocabulary for hous-
ing. The arrangement of circu-
lation and paths refer to an ur-
ban situation, and reflect the or-
ganic quality of the streets of
the traditional city.
The Patios
The design of the complex im-
plies courtyards of small size.
Unfortunately. these outdoor
rooms, which refer to a local 1s-
lamic tradition, do not give or-
der to the project. The differ-
ent spaces which surround
these outdoor rooms are not
open to them, which means that
the visual relationship between
the patios and the rest ol the
building is very poor. In this
project the courtyard docs not
have a meaningful expression;
it i1s & small outdoor room, a
badly maintained "backard". It
is not vsed as an outdoor
planted space.
One could question the lack of
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institutional significance in the
architecture of the project and
its semantic reduction to domes-
tic scale. It is of course the
choice made by the archilect to
integrate the complex as much
as possible with the urban tis-
sue and architecture of the tra-
ditional city. The architecture of
the medical centre is an archi-
tecture of houses, in an cflorl to
continue the unity of the city.
This impression is reinforced by
the fact that the different parts
of the building are relatively
closed and have very few open-
ings or windows on facade.
This approach is common
among Algerian architects and
designers. It is radically op-
poscd o the approach devel-
oped by the Algerian architect
Bouchama, who always gave a
monumental dimension to the
public buildings he designed.
The architectural culture of the
social medical centre of
Ghardaia belongs to the culture

which was exposed by the
group Team X in the late six-
ties in Europe. At this level, we
must say that the approach
adopted has the great advantage
of being modest, simple and in-
legrated with existing tradi-
tional structures.
Structure and Mate-
rials
The structure of the building is
simple and uses two lechnigues
common in Algeria:
-The traditional technique of
loadbearing stone walls is used
for the houses and parts of the
centre.
-The modern technique of rein-
forced concrete structural frame
18 used for the parts which re-
quire large rooms and spatial
lexibility (laboratories). The
infill is of stone, concrete block
or industrial brick.

Floors and lerraces are ol pre-
fabricated concrete sections.
Ceilings are finished with lo-
cal plaster and facades are fin-
ished with traditional mortar -
with natural colour finish.
The construction techniques
used are common, contempo-
rary techniques in Algeria. The
architect had to respect scismic
regulations, which explains the
massive use of reinforced con-
crete for the primary structure.
Local builders were employed.
The architect used traditional
materials where }Jossiblc: stone,
plaster, mortar. In doing so he
had to impose his choice on the
engineers of the Controle Tech-
nique de Construction (CTC), a:
governmental body in charge of
inspecting public buildings.
I1V. Technical Assess-
ment

The present use of the building
is different from the one which
was planned (146 people use
the building instead of 60). Par-

R

titions have been built to sat-
sy new [unctional require-
ments; halls have been trans-
formed into storage rooms.
The buildings, if they refer to the
local traditional architecture, of-
fer informal outdoor public
spaces. The complexity ol the
volume and mass gives a pictur-
esque image to the complex, but
offers poor outdoor spaces: a
public entrance with no real form
(badly designed), filled with
trees, plants and ugly outdoor
[urniture. An empty, unused
square and a peripheral left-over
space (so-called "green" space)
surround the complex. Luckily
the enclosure wall creates a
strong urban connection with the
existing street pattern.
Maintenance of the building 1s
poor and tends to give a "popu-
lar" aspect to the complex. The
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transformations have damaged
the building and spoiled the
original concept. The architect is
not responsible for this situation.
It scems that the quality of the
building is reduced to its exter-
nal agpe-arance, with clever, tal-
ented treatment of the mass and
volume. It is certain that the
physical integration of the so-
cial medical centre - continu-
ity with the traditional urban
fabric - is a success, The com-
plex blends with its close envi-
ronment such that it becomes
almost anonymous. No one
would remark the complex as
a new structure, as it ofters the
collective aspect ol the (radi-
tional urban architecture.

The integration of the project
with the existing environment
is the most positive aspect of
the design. Unfortunately, the
quality of the indoor spaces, the
effect ol the ranslormations,
the poor maintenance, the left
over" feeling one gels when
one penetrates the complex and
walks through the so-called
public outdoors spaces, are all
negalive aspects of the project.
V. Conclusion

The tradition of the Aga Khan
Award for Architecture is to
premiate buildings whose excel-
lence, in reference to tradition
or to contemporary ¢xpressions
of this tradition, can inspire ¢li-
ents or designers in Islamic
countries. Most of the projects
or construction processes se-
lected by the Master Juries dur-
ing previous cycles are exem-
plary buildings whose qualities
show a clear path (o lollow.

In the case of the Social Medi-
cal Centre at GGhardaia, there are
few elements to support it. The
building as an urban complex
has succeeded in terms of inte-
gration with its architectural
context. But it is obvious that
the architectural lailings of the
building. as a concept and as a
product, do not allow it to be
premiated. 4§




along narrow streets and im-
passes produces a very dense
urban architecture characterised
by its remarkable unity and ho-
mogeneity. The contrast be-
tween the built urban fabric
dominated by the massive mina-
ret and the green palm groves
along the valley is striking,
Numerous new housing units
have been built in recent vears
in close proximity to the cities
and in the palm groves them-
selves. The new housing
typologies, which differ from
but do not oppose the tradi-
tional habitat, are an excellent
example ol urban conlinuily,
The new constructions, which
have developed rapidly all
along the valley, represent a
contemporary expression of
traditional typologies, built by
the people themselves, without
the help of architects or tech-
nicians. They integrate with the
existing labric,

Climatic conditions are very
harsh. Summers are very hot,
which explains the small size
ol the inner courtyards and the
thickness of the walls of the tra-
ditional houses. Sandstorms are
commen and impose specific
protection.

The construction of a new build-
ing in Ghardaia 1s a rcal chal-
lenge for an architect who has to
respect the beauty and the unity

of the existing architectural en-
vironment. Furthermore, the dif-
ficult conditions of the Algerian
Sahara oblige the designer to
address the climatic responsces ol
traditional and contemporary ar-
chitecture,

111 Description of the
Project

The complex was conceived
and designed as a Social Medi-
cal Centre, the sanitary unit of
the CNAS. It was designed from

Algiers by Miloud Boukhira, an
architect and civil servant em-
ployed by the CNAS. The de-
signer conceived the pro%'ect
from April 1981 to June 1982.
Construction started in Decem-
ber 1982 and lasted seven years
to completion in February 1987.
During the construction of the
complex, the Algerian govern-
ment took the decision to sup-
press all social medical centres,
The complex was then trans-
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formed to office space.

The site is very close to the tra-
ditional city, on its eastern
fringe, near the river. The
south-east facade faces onto
one of the main streets. The site
slopes considerably. The high
part of the site has rock forma-
tions, and the lower part is
crossed by a small river which
was used as a sewer,

Medical and administrative
functions were grouped in the
lower part of the site, while the
staff houses were located in the
upper part of the site. The con-
struction of the six houses re-
quired the use of explosives o
clear the existing rock forma-
tions, The contractor had to pro-
tect existing houses near to the
site. Construction of the admin-
istrative section of the complex
involved the installation ol a
drainage system to control and
stop the water flow and to sup-
press the previous sewer.

The building is divided into
three different parts:

The payment centre which s
situated close to the entrance to
permit easy access for the pub-
lic. It contains a public hall with
receplion counter and some ad-
ministrative offices.

The medical centre is divided
into two separate areas: one
area for women and one area
for men. Each of these areas
forms one half of the symmetri-
cal layout and contains waiting
rooms, with administrative and




From the archive of the Aga Khan Award of Architecture

Social
Medical
Centre
Ghardaia,
Algeria

Architect
Miloud Boukhira

ntroduction
The Social Medical Centre

of Ghardaia is not used as
a medical centre and was never
used as a medical centre. Con-
ceived and built to welcome
medical and sanitary lacilities,
the complex was converted to
office use shortly after comple-
tion. The buildings have been
transformed and adapted to suit
the new programme.
he original pro-
ramme of the Social
edical Centre con-
sists of three distinct
elements:
- The medical centre itself, for
dental and general medical fa-
cilities, child and baby-carc
sanitary programmes;
- Administration, which pro-
vides offices for medical insur-
ance payments;
- Stall housing.
The building was financed by
the Caisse Nationale o 'Assu-
rances Sociales (CNAS), a pub-
lic service organisation which
is linked to the Ministry of
Health but has an independent
administrative structurc. The
social medical centre at
Ghardaia is one of numerous
medical centres built in Algeria
during this period.
In 1984, the government de-
cided to suppress all existing
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medical centres and to develop
public policlinics to replace
them. The Ghardaia social
medical centre was trans-
formed as the headquarters of
the CNAS for the willaya (re-
gional administrative unit).
The complex also accommo-
dates the Centre National des
Retrait& (CNR) and the Office
National Appareillage et de
Protection des Handicapes
(ONAPH). Designed to accom-
modate sixty people, the build-
ing presently accommodates
146 people.

I1. The Context

The present situation is the re-
sult of competition between
dilferent administrative serv-
ices of the Ministry of Health.
It seems that the success and
the relative wealth of the
CNAS - which manages all citi-
zens' insurance contributions -
was unacceptable. The social
medical centres played a very
important role, which was pre-
viously the domain of the
policlinics. The social medical
centres were in competition
with these policlinics and the
decision was taken o suppress
them.

The architectural and
climatic context

The building is located on the
eastern fringe of the city of

Ghardaia, at approximately 400
km to the south of the capital,
Algiers. The city is part of the
M'zab valley group, which is on
Unesco's World Herilage List.
The valley includes five major
cities: Ghardaya, Beni Isguen,
El Atouf, Milika and Bou
Noura, all splendid examples of
Algerian vernacular architec-
ture, Built at the top of natural
hills and connected by palm
groves along the river bed, they

S

create an exceptional urban
landscape which, to date, is
well preserved.

The urban and architectural
form of the M'zab cities has
been very well studied and ana-
lysed by Andre Ravereau (Le
Mzab, tune lecon d'architec-
ture), C. et P. Donnadieu and H.
el J.M. Didillon (Habiter le
Desert, Les Maisons Moza-
bites). The organic agglomera-
tion of courtyard houses built
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to most UAE mosques than
this brief account would
perhaps imply. In general
the mosques, like other
modern buildings, are of
concrete construction , and
they are usually basically
white-painted. Colour is
popular, however, and is
extensively used to pick out
domes, and for details on
minarets. On the east coast
a standard design of
mosque has been built in
many of the villages, an in-
dividual touch being added
simply by the colour used
o pick out dctails. All the
new mosques have one ,
and sometimes two mina-
rets, and most have one or
more domes. Other decora-
tive featurcs which are
popular are stone or plas-
ler screens for windows,
and extensive and often
original use of arches.
Some modern-style
mosques, for instance, have
a line of free-standing con-
crete arches soaring above
the roof line. Coloured

Exuisite little Indian style mosque in Sharjh

stone is less often used on
the exterior of mosques but
where it has been, the ef-
fect is very pleasing. The
ornate, medieval-style
stonework of the Jumairah
mosque has been men-
tionecd above; a new
mosque necaring comple-
tion in Ajman also uses
golden stonework for its
walls which are of on at-
tractive, plain construction
, relieved simply by white
arches around the win-
dows, and with a simple,
square stepped minaret - a
style well known in Syria,
Egypt and Morocco but
unusual in Emirates.

The new mosques of the
past 15 years have im-
mensely broadened the
style of mosques traditional
Lo the UAE, where the clas-
sic mosque style was of a
small stone or coral, oblong
building, fronted by an ob-
long courtyard. The simple
interior was decorated by
niches or windows in the
walls and a small mihrab

was set in the center of the
long, Qibla wall. Some of
these mosques had low
squat minarets like small,
round towers, tapering to a
simple point at the top. An
example of a more complex
old mosque survives, how-
ever, at Bidiya on the east
coast. This little building is
said to be the oldest in the
Emirates and is set close
beside two defensive tow-
ers. This is a square mosque
built without the use of
wood. its roof consisting of
four slightly flattened
domes, each a little differ-
cnt from the next. Inside the
roof is supported on a huge
central column, joined by
arches to the outer walls.
The small windows are
shaded by gypsum screens.
Little is known of the age or
origins of this building; it is
not far away from Dibba,
sitc of the devastating but
conclusive battle which es-
tablished Islam, once and
for all, in this part of the pe-
ninsula, It is a charming lit-
tle building which merits
study and repair 4§

—| Synopsis r

+ Subjectoftheissue:-
Thedif ferentinternationalmeth-
odsol getting rid ol waste.
Getting rid of waste does not rep-
resent a problem anymaore, actually
it has become one of the sources
for development and a source of
energy as well. There are several
methods of %etting rid of different
types of garbage und the most im-
ortant are as follows:
rdinary garbage dumps (unshel-
tered). debris dumps, fertilizer
dumps, burning. manufacturing
and translorming garbage into fer-
tilizer, breeding livestock on
wastes and finally throwing wastes
in the ocean. (P 10)

% Projectof the issue:-
Arch.: Rami El Dahan
Arch.: Soheir Fareed
-Ser enaBeachr esor (W Koseir -
RedSea y :
The project's location is 6
kilometers north of El Koseir city,
overlooking a small gult called the
old Koseir. That location 18 particu-
larly exclusive, due to its unique
topography, that gave the project a
special style as the elevanons dif-
fer in size and shape. The project
consists ol several hotel rooms.
There are 178 double rooms built in
eroups or clusters, and cach group
surrounds an open courl that over-
looks the seashore the rooms are
connected by a pedestrian path, that
leads to the main building. (P.18)
- Aresthousein  AbuSeir inthe
yramidsar ea. . )

t was built on the outskirts of the
desert in Abu Seir in the pyramids
area in the year 1986, and it is lo-
cated between the Guiza pyramids
and Sakkara pyramid, covering an
area of 160 meters. In addition
there is a mezzanine of 120 meters
and an open court on 100 meters.
The building consists of a small liv-
ing room, a kitchen and a bath-
room, and the mezzanine overlook-
myr the living room to be used as
additional sleeping areas, (P. 26)

- El Gazal Club & Hotel - E1

Kuwait.

El gazal club in Kuwait was estab-
lished in the ycar 1964, and it was
originally a private club that con-
sisted ol the restaurant building
which was two stories high, and a
swimming pool overlooking the
Gulf shore, located about 20
kilometers south of Kuwait city. It
also had some adjoining small resi-
dential motels. The clubhad to close
down after the gulf warin 1991 and
it is still closed up till now. )

In a comprehensive plan to rehuild
and develop the club, the plans
show two main parts: the front one
is facing the Gulf and itis allocated
for the club with all its different
facilitics. As for the back part, 1t 1s
allocated lor building an exclusive
hotel. The two main parts of the
projects are separated by a strect

that is fifty meters wide.(P. 23)

4 Techmical Article:

GRC as new building material.
(Part II)

Written by: Mohamed Reda Abu

Shousha. (P. 14)
9
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Sharjah grand mosque of king Faisal, donated by Saudi Arabia

choose their own architects
who may have been trained
in the traditions of the old
Arab heartlands, in the
styles of Egypt, Syria, and
Iraq; or they may favour the
slender minarets and
heavier domes of the great
mosques of Turkey, or pos-
sibly the colorful ceramic
tile work of the fine
mosques of Isfahan. More
[requently, however, in the
Emirates mosques of today,
one secs the influence of the
Indian sub-continent and
the grealt Mughal building
tradition which at its peak
created the Taj Mahal.
There is an eastern flavour
in the domes and roofs
which turn outwards at the
bottom, a little like sunhats,
in the series of columns
which support such roofs in
minarets and pinnacles , and
most especially in the pro-
fusion of little pinnacles
which ornament the roof
line of so many mosques.
These may be accompanied
by ribbed domes , and by a

massing of floral and
vegetal motifs in the deco-
ration of walls and minarets.
Let us look for a moment
at a tiny but particularly
lovely little mosque in this
style in the center of
Sharjah .This mosque was
built in the early 1970s . the
Indian almond tree planted
in its forccourt is now

higher than the roofline,
and it combines many of
these eastern features in a
light , lace-like whole. The
little square building is
painted purc white and is
shaded by white screen
wall panels. It 1s topped by
a ribbed dome springing
from a frieze of out turned
leaves . The corners of the

L

A L AM . A L BIE N R 1

roof are marked by four lit-
tle pinnacles, terminating in
a cluster of open columns
supporting tiny ribbed
domes. The free standing
minaret is the most ornate
element ol the mosque, en-
tirely covered with sculpted
flower and leaf motifs and
again culminating with a
set of open columns and a
ribbed dome flaring out at
the base like a little hat.
As a complete contrast I
might mention the equally
small mosque attached to
the Rashid hospital in
Dubai which is of simple .
ultramodern and also very
satisfying design : here the
whole mosque is encom-
passed 1n a concrete dome
rising straight form the
ground and decorated sim-
ply with a large crescent on
top. The accompanying
minaret is of four simple
columns, supporting a lit-
tle platform half way up
and joined together in a
curving roof at the top,
crowned again with a large
crescent.

There are, however, more
unifying clements common

d mosque, Dubai



attached to square pil-
lars. The lower register
of the interior walls is
marble - faced, while
above it the walls are
decorated with sculpted
plaster work and paint-
ing and with teak carved
with arabesque motifs.
Both local and Italian mar-
ble was used for the interior
decoration and around the
windows on the cxterior of
the building. This mosque is
beautifully lit at night, em-
phasising the warm golden
tones of the exterior stone-
work and the interesting
shape of the building, a
square with four wings - the
entrance and Qible opposite
each other, with a library to
one side and an ablutionhall
to the other.

Another Dubai mosque
which is particularly strik-
ing at night also is the pure
white mosque of Ibrahim
alKhalil. This clean-lined,
very modern building
stands in an area of white

Mosque in Kammak d:stnct Abu Dfrab.r,

Elegant new mosque, Batin
district, Abu dhabi

Jumaivah mo Sque oj F, aam:d sty Ie built for Shailkh Rashid, Dubai
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sand, between the Jumairah
mosque and the town
center, and the simple
arched niches ol its exterior
are especially effective
when lit at night. This
mosque has a single, very
plain white minaret, re-
lieved near the top by a
slightly wider grey band,
with small arches above.
An Islamic center and li-
brary are attached to the
mosque, which was origi-
nally proposed by a group
of local businessmen who
had begun to collect the
funds for this religious and
cultural center. They were
generously aided before her
death by Shaikha Latifa,
wife of the Ruler of Dubai,
who herself contributed the
cntire cost of the construc-
tion, thus enabling the busi-
nessmen to fund the library
and meet the running costs
of the complex.

These two Dubai mosques,
founded by Shaikh Rashid
and his wife, the one of tra-
ditional medieval design,
the other of distinctly late
twentieth century design
and construction, are illus-
trative of the range of styles
to be found in the modern
mosques of the Emirates.
They are in no way repre-
sentative. however, of the
whole richness of architec-
tural styles in mosque de-
sign which have come to
the Emirates from all parts
of the Muslim world. In-
deed, the variety of styles
and construction tech-
niques visible in the Emir-
ates today is in a way remi-
niscent of mosque building
in the early years of Islam,
when Arab traditions were
enriched by the skills of
craftsmen from all the dit-
ferent countries which
came under their sway.
Today, individual donors
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Richness
of Style
in URE

Mosques

By
Shirley Kay
From

Arts in the islamic world

ne of the first things

that a visitor of the

United Arab Emir-
ates will notice today is the
great number of striking
new mosques. From the
smallest villages to the
largest towns, the new
mosques are the most no-
table features of the land-
scape and the variety of
their design is astonishing.
The impression that there is
anew mosque at cvery turn
is no illusion: by the begin-
ning of 1984 the govern-
ment announced that there
were over 1500 mosques in
the Emirates, and new ones
were being opened at arate
of more than 250 a year. In
the center of Abu Dhabi
city, for example, new
mosques have risen at in-
tervals of barely 200 me-
tres, while in Dubai the aim
is that no onc need walk
more than half a kilometre
to the mosque.
The new mosques range
from tiny, intimate con-
structions intended to serve

N
c«m

asmall, local community,to
vast buildings which can
accommodate several thou-
sand worshippers at once.
For these new Emirates
mosques are not all official
constructions: some are
donated by the government
or by individual rulers or
members of ruling families,
some are donated by pri-
vate citizens and some
mosques are gifts from
abroad, or on the other hand
are gifts from UAE citizens
to other Moslem countries.
Thus one Dubai doctor
funded a new mosque in
Bangkok, to replace an old
mosque where he had been
accustomed to worship on
his twice yearly visits to the
country and which on one
visit he found had been
pulled down.

A remarkable gift to the
UAE, on the other hand, is
the King Faisal Mosque in
the center of sharjah, do-
nated by Saudi Arabia. This
mosque, which was offi-
cially opened in Ramadan

gt
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Jumairah Mosque at Night, Dobai

last year, was built to ac-
commodate 5000 worship-
pers, at a cost of Dh 33 mil-
lion, and is believed to be
the largest in the Gulf.
The mosque, which is built
on a 58000 square metre
site, incorporates an Is-
lamic center with a 500 seat
lecture hall, an exhibition
hall, a museum and a
Quranic reading hall. It in-
cludes a separate area for
women worshippers.

The best-known mosque in
Dubai, the Jumairah
mosque, was a personal gift
of the Ruler, Shaikh
Rashid. The architectural
assurance and [ine stone
work of this superb mosque
make it one of the outstand-
ing buildings of the area.
For this mosque Shaikh
Rashid chose an Egyptian
architect and an overtly
Fatimid design. The large
prayer hall is surmounted
by a high dome with ornate
stone carving standing out
in relief whilc around it are
four smaller decorative

stone domes crowning four
separate prayer areas.

The entrance archway is
flanked by two high and
elegant minarets while
above the doorway arc
sculpted Quranic verses
picked out in gold.

In the interior the roof is
supported by groups of
engaged marble columns

Ancient mosque of Bidiva
showing kibla wall and four
domes. Interior of very old
mosque of Bidiya shwoing
mihrab and minbar and large
central column on right
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EDIT ORIAL The Intellectual

Property of the Architect

Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

half of his work is artistic and the other half is economic and social. Natu

rally the discussion will extend to the subject of copying from others
works. Due to the extensive publishing of architcctural articles in books and
magazines there are great chances for copying or getting influenced by the
architecture of the west , that is rich in creativity of shapes, technical methods,
execution potentials and has no limitation of any cultural, traditional, or eco-
nomical nature, as the case with the architecture in the east.
It is noticed that many architects copy some architectural designs, or at least
some shapes that werc published in the western texts, that only few of the
architects in the east can {ind out about it.
Actually there 1s no harm if copying was limited, to few ideas, providing that
the architect will refer to his sources, as most of architects in the west do, as
they mention which school has influenced them. This reveals the architect’s
authenticity, and is considered the basics for architectural criticism, which is the
way for creativity, the thing that is so hard for the architect in the east to accept.
Soif it is mentioned that a certain architectural design was copied from a pre-
vious one the architect will revolt, claiming that he is the one and only creator.
And some architects claim that they initiated certain shapes, colors or elements
belore been used in western architecture, and it later proved to be untrue. All
projects were previously published, and it is even possible to give the dates and
the names of the magazines where those projects have been published before.
Intellectual property is hard to define, unless a certain creation is an exact copy
of another architect's work. At this point the plagiarist architect will be liable
for the laws ol intellectual property and the original creator can prosccute him
if he submitted the plagiarized project to the authority concerned. That is actu-
ally the same case as the intellectual property of literature, scientific researches
and works of art.
Therefore, the architect is entitled to sign his own work, just like the author
would sign his book, and sometimes the project owner would object to the
architect pul his name on his work-cven 1l this was done in a suitable way.
Therefore we ought to protect the architect's rights and enable him to sign his
work as a proof and a reference [or other researchers and historians.
There were many architecture works with no reference to the original designer
or constructor. Those works were only known by the names of their owners and
not the designers and planners. That is the exact opposite case of what happens
in the wesl where the architect's name appears in all occasions and the govern-
ment would bestow on him the proper appreciation for his achievements. ~There-
fore the architect becomes a well known symbol of creativity as the case with
poets, men of letters, artists and musicians. One asks how many people would
remember Hassan Fathy, and how many would remember Mohamed Abdel
Wahab or Um Kulsum and how many books were written about famous Arab
architects, and how many exhibitions displayed their designs.
The Arab architect's place is still in the background. His name usually is not
referred to. If the project was to be shown to a high rank character, as the
President of the country the official who is the boss of the architect or the
minister concerned will be the one who presents the project. Therefore the
architect's identity is unknown. The architcct does not find the professional
body that would introduce him properly to the society nor give him the respect
and appreciation he deserves.
So the architect in the arab world stays behind the screens most of the time. In
some cascs he would forcibly introduce himself to the society. The society is
unable to differentiate between an architect who has certain ideas or theory and
another architect of superficiality. Most of the time the latter, usually comes
ahead, as there is no one to clarify the difference to the public. The Arab archi-
tects lost their position in society only due to their failure to introduce them-

T he intellectual property of an architect has been repeatedly discussed, as

selves properly, in a professional and respectable way. #g
5
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