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~‘ CPAS NEWS I~

« Anumber of Arab and Egyp-
tian architects working abroad.
visited the Centre during the
summer vacation, to meet Dr.
Abdelbaki Ibrahim, head of the
Centre, and to be acquainted
with the Centre*s current activi-
ties and projects .

= The department of architec-
ture at the Center has been as-
signed to design and prepare the
working plans for a number of
projects of villas, and private
dwellings in the new urban
communities, as a preliminary
step toward supervising their
execution.

+ Work is currently well under
way in the final stages of work-
ing out the competition on the
New American University
Campus at New Cairo, in whic
the American firm CANNON i
participating, in cooperation
with CPAS. Compelition docu-
ments are to be submitted dur-
ing the current month.

# The Aga Khan Award of Ar-
chitecture sent out the first col-
lection of the projects previ-
ously submitted to the Award
and was technically revieved to
be Ipublirshed in succession, in
"Alam Al Bena'a" Magazine,
according to the agreement
reached between the Award and
Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim during
his last visit to its headquarters
in Geneva.

« The structural unit (Dr. Gouda
Ghanem) has submitted an as-
sessment study of the designg
and structural method for one of
the big industrial projects. The
study showed the possibility of
developing the structural de-
signs with a view to save some|
30% of reinforced concrete.

+ Dr. Mo'tazz El-Sherbini, dean
the Faculty of Medicine, Cairo
University, requested "Alam Al
Benu'a" Magazine assign a spe-

cial section to publish the projects
of Qasr El Einy hospitals.

4 In the framework of CPAS
cultural activity, both Dr.
Mohamed Abdelbaki and Dr.
Ashraf Salama showed some
Arab and foreign architectural

films and discussed their con-
text with the students of the
self-education group, in order to
boost their intellectual and ar -
chitectural awareness. Such
films are considered a step to-
wards more cultural and educa-

tional activities for such stu-
dents, with the advent of the
new academic year.
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to popularise museums as cen-
tres of social communication.
Functional require-
ments

The museum complex contains
exhibition halls for archaeol-
ogy, ethnology, historical
documents, natural history, and
fine arts. It has facilities such
as a foyer, lecture room, work-
shop. audiovisual room. shops,
cafeteria, and outdoor exhibi-
tion space. It provides ample
storage space and curatorial fa-
cilities which include work
spaces, collection storage,
laboratories, and a plantroom.
It sets strict requirements in
climatic control and has the
most recent alarm systems and
security measures.

Design concepts

The architects were aware of the
difficulty in adapting to a cul-
ture whose attitude toward
space, form and ornamentation
was distinctive. Yet they have
based their design upon local
tradition. In this regard,the ar -
chitects attempted to avoid a su-
perficial adaptation of Islamic
architectural attributes layered
over a western style of build-
ing. They found that the prob-
lem was confining the areas in
which both traditions, eastern
and western, meet and that in-
trospection is the most essential
principle of Islam, exemplified
in many monumental works
marked by self-effacing exteri-
ors. As they say One must look
inward behind the surface,
where Islamic architecture un-
folds in a wealth of varied and
often surprising spatial se-
quences, a sophisticated control
of strong daylight and ornamen-
tation that is always subordinate
to the primary spatial expres-
sion.” They also found that ge-
ometry plays a significant role
in the Arabic spatial pattern.
They believe that geometric
spatial form is rooted in Islam
and it should be employed in
museum design. Architecture in
the Islamic world should avoid
flamboyant expression, it is the
unpretentious functional frame-
work that determines the ap-

e

pearance. Colours are seldom
used to express character in Is-
lamic architecture. The archi-
tects used these principles.
which they considered consist-
ent with their own western, ar-
chitectural tradition,
Materials and tech-
nology

A rigid frame was chosen as the
main structural system rather
than a traditional bearing wall

structure due to the rapid con-
struction schedule and the scale
of parts of the building. The ar-
chitects avoided external con-
crete work because of the
saltladen air, quality control
and the possibility of spalling
problems. The standard for
keeping vapour barriers intact
to prevent condensation be-
tween hot humid external cli-
mate and cool dry interior con-
dition. determined the selection
of materials and technology.
The materials and technology
employed in each building part
are as follows:
Foundations:
In-situ reinforced concrete py-
lons through sand to bedrock
level. Reinforced concrete
ground beams spanning be-
tween pile caps.
Principal structural members:
Steel trame with sprayed fire
protective material. Corrugated
steel plate decking as formwork
to in-situ concrete tlooring.
Infill:
Travertine marble on anchor
support system. Cavily con-
crete block walling restrained
by structural frame. Continuous
high performance membrane/
vapour barrier . Inert insulation

cavity. Internal block walling
and applied finish. Rendering
of facade or exterior finishes:
travertine facadesona 1,200 x
600 millimetre modular grid on
anchor support system. Internal
courtyards finished in glass fi-
bre einforced render.

Floors:

[talian marble finish for foyer.
Treated beech timber tloor for
xhibition galleries.

Ceilings:

Exhibition galleries use open
grid aluminium profile system
with anodized finish. Foyerem-
ploys a curved perforated alu-
minium plate system with pow-
der coat paint finish. General
ceiling uses perforated steel tile
with powder coat finish.
Roofing:

Inverted root employs stone fin-
ish with continuous filter layer.
General roof has three layer mem-
brane / vapour barrier system.
[ 50mm nim, inert insulation.
Other elements:

Aluminium sunscreens engrav-
ings in various malerials, art
work incorporating [slamic de-
sign by local craftsmen.
Functional assessment
The building has achieved the
designers' original objective in
that it acts as a landmark for
Bahrain as one enters Manama
from the causeway. Its ample
exhibition space provides many
opportunities for museum per-
sonnel to organise exhibitions.
The foyer becomes a strong
spine to accommodate crowds.
[t has served a more flexible
function and has offered many
possibilities for temporary ex-
hibitions. Spacious main stor-
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age areas. suf ficient collection
storage, adequate repair facili-
ties, and effective work stations
for the museum staft have en-
hanced the quality of the work-
ing environment. The outdoor
exhibition space has accommo-
dated some festivals. By circu-
lating the water and evaporat-
ing it through fountains, a com-
fortable outdoor environment
has been created.

Climatic Performance
A museum must maintain a
constant temperature and hu-
midity level through climatic
control. The air conditioning
device works well in this re-
aard. The massive isulation of
the wall surface helps reduce
the load on the mechanical sys-
tem. Outdoor water channels
and fountains have also re-
duced the heat load.

Design features

The reflecting pool around the,
museum is a dramatic enhance-
ment. The Arcade has not
achieved the architects’ inten-
tion, as very few people gather
there. Perhaps this feature will
work well if the whole Civic
Center complex is completed.
Window screens on the office
sector recall the "mashrabiyyah”
and work well as a filtre for
strong daylight and as a privacy
control device. #¢
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= Anumber of Arab and Egyp-
tian architects working abroad,

visited the Centre during the
summer vacation, to meet Dr,
Abdelbaki Ibrahim, head of the
Centre, and to be acquainted

with the Centre s current activi-
ties and projects .

+ The department of architec-
ture at the Center has been as-

signed to design and prepare the
working plans for a number of
projects of villas. and private
dwellings in the new urban
communities, as a preliminary
step toward supervising their
execution.

= Work is currently well under
way in the final stages of work-
ing out the competition on the
New American University
Campus at New Cairo, in which
the American firm CANNON i
pqmug.lrmg. in cooperation

with CPAS. Competition docu-
ments are to be submitted dur-
ing the current month.

# The Aga Khan Award of Ar-
chitecture sent out the first col-
lection of the projects previ-
ously submitted to the Award
and was technically revieved to
be published in succession, in
"Alam Al Bena'a” Magazine.
according to the agreement
reached between the Award and
Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim during
his last visit to its headquarters
in Geneva.

+ The structural unit (Dr. Gouda
Ghanem) has submitted an as-
sessment study of the designs|
and structural method for one of
the big industrial projects. The
study showed the possibility of
developing the structural de-
signs with a view 1o save somg
30% of reinforced concrete.

+ Dr. Mo'tazz El-Sherbini, dean
the Faculty of Medicine, Cairo
University, requested "Alam Al
Bena'a" Magazine assign a spe-
cial section to publish the projects
of Qasr El Einy hospitals.

= In the framework of CPAS
cultural activity, both Dr.
Mohamed Abdelbaki and Dr.
Ashrafl Salama showed some|
Arab and foreign architectural
films and discussed their con-
text with the students of the
self-education group, in order to
boost their intellectual and ar -
chitectural awareness. Such
films are considered a step to-
wards more cultural and educa-
tional activities for such stu-
dents, with the advent of the
new academic year.
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to popularise museums as cen-
tres of social communication,
Functional require-
ments

The museum complex contains
exhibition halls for archaeol-
ogy, ethnology. historical
documents, natural history, and
fine arts. It has facilities such
as a foyer, lecture room, work-
shop, audiovisual room, shops,
cafeteria. and outdoor exhibi-
tion space. It provides ample
storage space and curatorial la-
cilities which include work
spaces, collection storage,
laboratories. and a plantroom.
It sets strict requirements in
climatic control and has the
most recent alarm systems and
securily measures.

Design concepts

The architects were aware of the
difficulty in adapting to a cul-
ture whose attitude toward
space. form and ornamentation
was distinctive. Yet they have
based their design upon local
tradition. In this regard.the ar -
chitects attempted to avoid a su-
perficial adaptation of Islamic
architectural attributes layered
over a western style of build-
ing. They found that the prob-
lem was confining the areas in
which both traditions, eastern
and western, meet and that in-
trospection is the most essential
principle of Islam. exemplified
in many monumental works
marked by self-effacing exteri-
ors. As they say One must look
inward behind the surface.
where [slamic architecture un-
folds in a wealth of varied and
often surprising spatial se-
quences. a sophisticated control
of strong daylight and ornamen-
tation that is always subordinate
to the primary spatial expres-
sion.” They also found that ge-
ometry plays a significant role
in the Arabic spatial pattern.
They believe that geometric
spatial form is rooted in Islam
and it should be employed in
museum design. Architecture in
the Islamic world should avoid
flamboyant expression, it is the
unpretentious functional frame-
work that determines the ap-

pearance . Colours are seldom
used to express character in Is-
lamic architecture. The archi-
tects used these principles,
which they considered consist-
ent with their own western. ar-
chitectural tradition.
Materials and tech-
nology

A rigid trame was chosen as the
main structural system rather
than a traditional bearing wall

structure due to the rapid con-
struction schedule and the scale
of parts of the building. The ar-
chitects avoided external con-
crete work because of the
saltladen air, quality control
and the possibility of spalling
problems. The standard for
keeping vapour barriers intact
to prevent condensation be-
tween hot humid external cli-
mate and cool dry interior con-
dition. determined the selection
of materials and technology.
The materials and technology
employed in cach building part
are as follows:

Foundations:

In-situ reinforced concrete py-
lons through sand o bedrock
level. Reinforced concrete
ground beams spanning be-
tween pile caps.

Principal structural members:
Steel tframe with sprayed fire
protective material. Corrugated
steel plate decking as formwork
to in-situ conerete flooring.
Infill:

Travertine marble on anchor
support  system. Cavity con-
crete block walling restrained
by structural frame. Continuous
high performance membrane/
vapour barrier . Inert insulation

cavity. Internal block walling
and applied finish. Rendering
of facade or exterior finishes:
travertine facades ona 1.200 =
600 millimetre modular grid on
anchor support system. Internal
courtyards finished in glass fi-
bre cinforced render.

Floors:

Italian marble finish for foyer.
Treated beech timber floor for
xhibition galleries.

Ceilings:

Exhibition galleries use open
grid aluminium profile system
with anodized finish. Foyer em-
ploys a curved perforated alu-
minium plate system with pow-
der coat paint finish. General
ceiling uses perforated steel tile
with powder coat finish.
Roofing:

Inverted rool employs stone lin-
ish with continuous filter layer.
General roof has three layer mem-
brane / vapour barrier systen.
150mm nim, inert insulation.
Other elements:

Aluminium sunscreens engrav-
ings in various materials. art
work incorporating Islamic de-
sign by local craltsmen.
Functional assessment
The building has achieved the
designers' original objective in
that it acts as a landmark for
Bahrain as one enters Manama
from the causeway. [Its ample
exhibition space provides many
opportunities for museum per-
sonnel to organise exhibitions.
The foyer becomes a strong
spine to accommodate crowds.
[t has served a more flexible
function and has offered muny
possibilities for temporary ex-
hibitions. Spacious main stor-
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age areas. suf ficient collection
storage. adequate repair lacili-
ties. and effective work stations
for the museum stall have en-
hanced the quality of the work-
ing environment. The outdoor
exhibition space has accommo-
dated some festivals, By circu-
lating the water and evaporat-
ing it through fountains, a com-
fortable outdoor environment
has been created.

Climatic Performance
A museum must maintain a
constant temperature and hu-
midity level through climatic
control, The air conditioning
device works well in this re-
gard. The massive isulation of
the wall surface helps reduce
the load on the mechanical sys-
tem. Outdoor water channels
and fountains have also re-
duced the heat load.

I]esign features

The reflecting pool around the.
museum is a dramatic enhance-
ment., The Arcade has not
achieved the architects' inten-
tion. as very few people gather
there. Perhaps this feature will
work well if the whole Civic
Center complex is completed.
Window screens on the office
sector recall the "mashrabiyyah”
and work well as a filure for
strong daylight and as a privacy
control device. ##




called mashrabiyyah. The walls
are thick and are of limestone
with local mortar.

As climatic conditions can now
be overcome by affordable me-
chanical means, fewer people
build houses according to the
old system. This is why new
houses are seldom equipped
with wind towers. The use of
summer and winter quarters
appear to be less relevant today .
The attempt to redefine
Bahraini architecture prevails
in some buildings, such as a lo-
cal restaurant which has revived
the wind tower as its symbol.
Climate

The Island of Bahrain has high
humidity throughout the year.
The average monthly tempera-
ture from May to October is 28
degrees centigrade, while from
December to March itis 21 de-
grees centigrade.

Desert conditions bring bright
sunlight and form a sharp con-
trast to the blue sea and sky. Al-
though rainfall averages only
three inches per year. it occurs
only in the winter.

Bahrain is filled with fertile oa-
ses where dates and grain can
grow properly.

Site

The museum stands on flat land
with its back toward the sea. Its
entry faces Manama. The loca-
tion is covered with sand which
reflects the bright sun. Two
buildings have recently been
completed near the museum: an
art gallery and the Aswani Res-
taurant. They are one storey
buildings. The restaurant re-
sembles the traditional Bahraini
wind tower house, with three
towers at its corners.
Topography

The location of the museum is
on reclaimed land, which
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General Layout

gradually ascends from sea
level up toward the interior part
of Manama. The boundary of
the site with the sea has been
safeguarded by slope protec-
tion. The existing seabed has
been deepened to resist shallow
tidal zones around the site.
Programme

Rich archaeoplogical artifacts re-
cently excavated in Bahrain,
could no loriger be properly kept
in the old museum at Muharrag.
This situation gave rise to the
idea of having a proper museum
for exhibitions, and for explor-
ing the Bahraini cultural herit-
age in a more strategic place, and
to leave the old museum as part
of this heritage. This idea was in-
tegrated into the plan to estab-
lish a civic centre by the govern-
ment of Bahrain represented by
the Ministry of Information, on
a strategic seafront site at the

.r..x. R ""“'r—',,
*

intersection of Muharrag Cause-
way and Highway 37. This civic
centre would embrace a national
museum, a congress complex, a
library, a planetarium and an
aquarium. After the government
appointed KHRAS as the archi-
tectural tirm to carry out the de-
sign, the architects formulated
the programme through inten-
sive contact with His Excellency

Logitudinal section facing West

e

the Minister of Information.
Tariq al Moayed, Shaikha Haya

al-Khalifa, and other govern-

nmental agencies.

Advisers from the International

Council of Museums (ICOM)
evaluated and discussed the

layout during the carly stages

of the programming. The team
of architects presented the mas-

ter plan for the Civic Centre

and the feasibility study of the
National Museum in May of
1982. Thl.)" had developed the
design in stages and presented

the preliminary design in Oc-

tober 1982, They had submit-
ted the draft of a detailed de-

sign including two models in
June 1983, and had completed

the tender documents in No-
vember 1983. The National
Museum comprises a museum
complex and the Directorate of
Antiquities. The museumcom-

plex organizes exhibitions and
education and curatorial activi-
ties. The Directorate manages
the administrative programme.
The museum complex contains
four exhibition buildings
joined by a foyer with a shop.
a cafeteria, aclass room, und a
gallery. The Directorate wing
includes offices, curatorial
space ,collection storage. and
laberatoiies.

General objectives

The main objectives are, to cre-
ate a new place for the public to
appreciate culture, art and read-
ing. which acts as a landmark
of Manama, to house and exhibit
the rich cultural heritage of Bah-
rain. to educate Buhrainis to ap-
preciate their own culture, and
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From the archive of the Aga Khan Award of Architecture

The National Museum of Bahrain

Manama, Bahrain

KHRAS Arkitekter
Knud Holscher
Sven Axelsson
Jen Clemensten

ntroduction

The Nutional Museuin of
Buhrain was intended to be the
first phase of the Civic Centre
complex at the intersection of
two major highways which con-
nect the centre to the old city of
Muharraq and the modern town
centre. Due to economics, other
buildings of the Civic Centre
have not been built. The idea to
build a national museum in a
better location within a civic
centre came from the govern-
ment of Bahrain through the
Ministry of Information. The
former museum in Muharraq
could no longer hold and prop-
erly exhibit the collection, duc
to new findings of rich archaco-
logical sites in Bahrain.
With the assistance of the In-
ternational Council of Muse-
ums. the programme was for-
mulated, and the KHRAS ar
chitectural firm was appointed
to design the new Civic Centre
complex. The museum com-
plex consists of an exhibition
block, a curatorial black and an
open arcade. The exhibition
block includes four half cube
boxes joined by a large toyer,
which connects the curatorial
sector at its castern end. The
museum lagoon defines its bor-
der with the sea. It occupics a
12.05 hectare plot of land and
a total of 22,400 square metres
of floor area with lar ge outdoor
exhibition spaces. This build-
ing sets a new standard in mu-
seum climatic and security con-
trol systems in the Gulf area.
Its strategic position near the
water has amplified its sculp-
tural effect, making it a land-
mark in Bahrain.

Architect:

The architects, Holscher and
Axelsson of KHRAS of Den-
mark, have attempted to trans-
late distinctive local and re-
gional architectural features
into the museum design. They
consider the introspective tra-
dition a distinctive feature and
translate it into simple facades
on the museum. They also
found that Euclidean gecometry,
the courtyard, and interior illu-
mination could be included as
the cssential elements of the ex-
pression. In this way there are
no conflicts between the west-
ern architectural tradition and
that of Arabic culture. Adirect
translation of architectural fea-
tures would be dangerous, re-
sulting in a shallow interpreta-
tion of local culture,

This building has set a high
standard for museum typology
in the Gulf area. It has provided
sound conditions for the activi-
ties of exhibition, cultural com-
munication, research, recrea-
tion and education. It raises
Bahrain‘s image as a culturally
conscious country, that attempts
to have the best building to pre-
serve its heritage. Yet its suc-
cess at redefining the architec-
tural tradition of this region
cannot be judged at present.
Histnricalcbackgruund
Bahrain means the place where
the waters of the land meet the
sea. The main island of Bahrain
is about the size of Singapore.
The site of the National Museum
is at the crossing of Muharrag
Causeway which connects with

Muharrag old town, and the al
Fateh Highway. The museum
stands near the coast. In this
way the sea and the land, and the
building of a lagoon and pools
of fresh water, can indirectly ex-
press the meaning of Bahrain
both as the juncture of two wa-
ters and the intersection of the
old and new. From the sea, the
museum becomes a showcase
with many tall buildings behind
it as background.

Bahrainis are good sailors and
fishermen, still using tradi-
tional dhows. Between Mana-
ma and Muharraq there is a
dhow village.

Bahraines economy as well as its
recent architectural expression
are affected by those of theWest.
Local architecture
Development marks the
townscape of Manama, the
present capital of Bahrain. with
many tall buildings  visible.
Most of them consist of simple
glass boxes. Some of them ap-
pear to have an association with
the past architectural expres-
sion of Bahraini houscs. In
Muharraq old town one can
find some old Bahraini houses.
They consist of a series of
courtyards with several rooms
organised around them. Each
courtyard defines one major
group such as servants, guests,
women, or children. The house
plans are rectangular . There are
winter quarters and summer
quarters. The summer quarters
usually have a tower which di-
rects the wind, flowing down
to the room beneath it. The ex-
terior of these houses is usually
plain with somewindows
which have screens or shutters
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this. He went to find out who
hired him, He checked and
found he was not even on the
payroll. He went back to the
old man and said, "What are

you doing?" The old man
said, 1 want to have
thawwab (a divine reward)".

There was another old man
of Madinah who when he
saw the unshuttered domes
rising up came to us and
said, *The angels are work-

ing with you,” because he
could not imagine bricks
floating like this in mid-air.
When a technology induces
abeliever to say that the an-

gels are present, this is

deautiful. This is a human
technology rather than a

speculative one. This would
never have happened with
poured concrete”.

With Qiblatain the architect
was presented with an en-
tirely different challenge.
"The act of changing direc-
tions must be expressed in
the design of the mosque.
This is critical. Beyond this
Qiblatain has a more rural

aspect than Quba". Both
mosques have an integrated
housing scheme as part of
the design. "The
mosquetends to be isolated
now from the rest of the
community. These two
mosques are calculated to re-

establish the architectural

connection between the

community and its places of
worship. The mosque should
extend its influence over
e\{cr])\r/laspect of society".
His Majesty King Fahd ibn
AbdelAziz has undoubtedly
recognized the reality of this
statement and has chosen to
focus his patronage on the
first community of Islam to
revive the inspired tradi-
tional art of mosque archi-
tecture. With the recent es-
tablishment of the King
Fahd Prize for Islamic Ar-
chitecture, with His Majes-
ty's active support of Inter-
national Heritage Trust and
with his support for the gen-
ius of Abdel Wahed EI

Wakil, King Fahd ibn Abdel
Aziz has emeged as the
re-eminent patron of Is-
amic architecture in the

Muslim world today. ##
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= Suhject of the issue

Green Architecture aims at cre-
ating an high efficient building
system which copes with the
surrounding conditions of the
local environment and utilises
its natural resources. Using
natural renewable resources of
energy such as solar or wind en-
ergy is considered a crucial is-
sue. The buildings have to be
provided with systems and
equipments which aim to make
use of natural local recourses to
decrease the consumption of
electricity as a main source of
power. Moreover Green Archi-
tecture aims at using recycled
materials and minimize the
amount of wastes. {¥. 13}

+ Competition of the Jsdoe
The Agency of Energy Planning
in cooperation with the Minis-
try of Construction and New
Urban Communities, called for
an architectural competition
among young architects and
students to apply the principles
of green architecture in the de-
sign of an urban area of 2500
Feddan, in Toshca to house 100
thousand inhabitants.

Three projects were awanded
the first prize equally. The win-
ners arc:

» Dr. Rawia Gadallah with
kareem Kesseba, Hassan
Ashahat with Magdi Mohamad
and Mamdoh Mattar. {¥. 153

z Project of the fsene:

The New German Parliament
Building - Berlin

The building was designed by
the German Architect Paull
Wallot by the end of last cen-
tury. It was burned in the year
1933. The building was then
used after merging East and
West Germany. An International
competition was held for the
regaining the reuse of the build-
ing. Architect Norman Foster
won the first prize. (3 22}

= fechnical Artinle

GRC as new building mate-
rial. { Part § )

written by: Mohamad Reda
Abu Shousha (1% i}
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at its middle and end to the
bustling city’s main com-
mercial boulevard - a corri-

dor of skyscrapers and shop-

ping malls. Situated along
the northbound lanes of the
first segment of roadway be-
tween the downtown and
Palestine street is the site of
the King Saud mosque. First
erected in the 1950°s during
the reign of Saudi Arabia’s
second monarch when the
quality of labor and materi-

als available was much

lower than it is today. The
King Saud Mosque was
condemned in the early
1980’s as structurally un-

sound. Under royal decree

from His Majesty King
Fahd, the King Saud
Mosque was ordered razed
and rebuilt. Abdel Wahed El
Wakil was commissioned to
design the mosque that
would stand in its place.

El Wakil is the first contem-
porary Islamic architect to

enthusiastically design
against a backdrop of mod-
ernism. The King Saud pre-
sented the challenge of cre-

ating a mosque design that
would neither clash with
nor be dwarfed by the tow-
ering monoliths that domi-
nate the skyline. He looked
to the massive Sultan
Hassan Madrassah in Cairo
and adapted elements from
this grand architectural
masterpiece. The overall
design is, however, boldly
original, holding its own
against the massive forces
of modernity with dy-
namic, innovative elegance
and a soaring minaret. The
culmination of King Fahd's
concerns for contemporary
[slamic achitecture is
centered in the sacred city
of Al Madinah Al
Munawwara. It is here that
the King has chosen to con-
centrate his patronage.
Aside from the ambitious
extension of the Mosque of
the Prophet that is under
way, the King, has com-
manded the renovation and
extension of two the most
sacred subsidiary mosques
in Islam. Masjidba and
Masjid Qiblatain, which

will be funded from His
Majesty ‘s privy purse.
Once again the architect is
Wakil. who is working with
Bakr and Yahya Bin Ladin
of the Bin Ladin Organiza-
tion, the oldest and lar gest
continued on page 127 Tra-
ditional Architecture finds
a Royal Patron - continued
from page 50 contracting
firm in Saudi Arabia.
Masjid Quba, the first
mosque in Islam is set upon
an intersection on the out-
skirts of Al Madinah over-
looking one of the city's last
remaining date groves.
From the moment he began
designing Quba, Wakil was
enwrapped in the blessing
of his task and by its enor-
mous responsibility. When
he finished the designs he
wept. The building which
has taken shape is infused
with this intense dedication.
One of the distinguishing
features in the new Masjid
Quba is the architect’s re-
instatement of the court-
yard. "Today there 1s a ten-
dency to eliminate the

A L AM A L BIEN A 15

courtyard from mosque ar-
chitecture as an irrelevant

element. The courtyard is
among the most important
symbolic spaces in the
mosque. It is the opening to
the heavens. It need not be
covered. It should be open.
Functionally it allows for
spill over. Instead of peo-
ple praying in the street
outside which they do eve-
rywhere in Saudi Arabia.
they can pray in the court-
yard. The courtyard is to
the mosque what the gar-
den is to the house™.

The use of traditional tech-
nology in the building of
Quba instead of poured con-
crete and steel has allowed

for an unexpected blessing
that has nonetheless been in-
herent to mosque building
from the beginnings of Is-
lam. "It is easy to pick up @
brick and carry it. There are
no machines or precast units.

With a shovel and a brick

and some mortar anyone can

come and build. The site en

gineer found an old man
working on the mosque like



was his first attempt at sa-
cred architecture and it ig-
nited the desire deep within
the architect to continue
working in this most el-
evated discipline within in
Islamic  architecture.
Among the many beautifi-
cation projects supervised
by the Jeddah municipality,
the most controversial has

been the decorative sculp-
ture that has been placed
throughout the city . Wakil
expressed to the mayor his
discontent with much of
what was on display and
the mayor challenged him
to create a better sculpture.
Wakil accepted the chal-
lenge in principle and then
countered by offering to de-
sign a small mosque as a
kind of functional sculp-
ture. Farsi was enchanted
with the idea and immedi-
ately selected a site on a
tiny chersonese standing
out from Jeddah’s water-
front Corniche.

Wakil created a gracefully
stunning design inspired in
part by the haunting silhou-
ette of the ancient Geyoushi
mosque set on a mountain
high above the city of Cairo
. Before it had even been
built the [sland Mosque , as
it came to be called , won
an international award from
the authoritative London-
based Architectural Design
Magazine and proved that
Wakil was not only an in-

spired mannerist, but a

gifted classicist. The
Jeddah Municipality, in as-
sociation with the Ministry
of Hajj and Awqgal commis-
sioned Wakil to make a se-
rics of mosque designs to
adorn the Corniche and to

provide citizens with rav-
ishing waterside places to
pray . Each design is differ-

ﬂ_ﬂi‘iili!lmr
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ent, each has its own the-
sis, each 1s modest in scale
and each is breathtaking .
Wakil’s Corniche mosques
of Jeddah are becoming ar -
chitectural classics.

Madinah Road in Jeddah
has, in the last decade. been
transformed from a quiet
residential street at its begin-
ning and a desert wilderness
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TRADITIONAL ARCHITECTURE FINDS
A ROYAL PATRON ( Part II)

By: Haroon Sugich
From: ARTS Magazine

eddah of the 1970
J Was 4l enormous. roar

ing boomtown con-
struction site sprawling out
in all directions in a half-
laid foundations, skeletal
rising skyscrapers, up-
turned earth, the broken
retuse of demolition. piles
of rebar and pipeline. road-
blocks and detour signs. It
was here that Abdel Wahed
El Wakil found his first
creative arena. He was
commissioned by Ahmad
Abdullah Al Sulaiman to
design a palace in Jeddah™ s
fashionable Hamra district.
“He had obtained a design
whilstin California several
years earlier . He ap-
proached me with his Cali-
fornia design and asked me
to give it a "touch of Ara-
besque”: something to
make it look Moorish. I re-
fused and so we began over
again from scratch, with a
different design philosophy.
What is interesting in this
exchange i1s that Wakil,
through a combination of
persuasive charm and a
genuine desire to please his
client managed to persuade
someone who had no par-
ticular interest in or com-
mitment to Islamic architec-
ture to relinquish modern-
ism in favour of tradition.
More significantly, the lav-
ish palace not only suc-
ceeded in pleasing its owner
beyond his wildest dreams
but seta trend toward the re-
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vival of Islamic architecture
in the city of Jeddah .

One year after completion
of the Sulaiman palace
Abdel Wahed El Wakil won
the newly established Aga
Khan Architectural Award
for his Agamy House.
Hassan Fathy. in the same
ceremony. received the spe-
cial Chairman’s Award for
his critical role as the re-
viver of architectural tradi-
tion in Islam.

His Majesty King Fahd’s
patronage of Islamic archi-
tecture has until recently,
been less apparent and yet
the implications of his in-
volvement are , if anything,
even more profound. In the
1970°s Prince Fahd, the
then Crown Prince,
charged Jeddah’s mayor

with developing a contem-
porary architectural style
that would reflect the King-
dom’s Islamic heritage and
its centrality to the Muslim
world while conforming to
the infrastructural needs of
a modern society. Despite
the preoccupations of the
government with develop-
ing infrastructure it had be-
come clear to the heira-
pparent that Saudi Arabia
was in danger of losing its
cultural identity unless
steps were taken to recon-
cile modernity with Islamic
tradition. He had quietly
taken-up the gauntlet.

It took the mayor the better
part of a decade before he
found an architect who
could articulate the vision
of the King in his designs.
blending the traditional and
modern with integrity and
depth. The architect was
Abdel Wahed El Wakil.
The impact of the Sulaiman
palace propelled Wakil into
Said Farsi’ s inner circle of
artists and advisers and
placed him under the indi-
rect patronage of King
Fahd. By the early 1980’s.
with most of the nation’s
infrastructure in place, the
King began focusing atten-
tion on the creation of beau-
tiful mosque architecture.
Wakil had already designed
the -elegant Sulaiman
mosque which was con-
structed on a site directly
across from the palace. It
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EDITORIAL - rrom the Archive of the

Aga Khan Award
of Architecture

Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

§ he Aga Khan Award of Architecture is considered to be one of
the most important awards in the world. A number of about 300
architectural and planning projects are nominated in each cycle
from which 25 to 30 projects are selected to be evaluated according to
the conditions and the goals of the award by a team of reporters. After
visiting the short selected projects each reporter submites a technical
report clarifying the role of the owner, the designer, the contractor and
the craftsmen in the execution of the project. The technical reports are
complimented by photographs more comprehensive and precise than
those presented with the nomination forms. The technical reports are
presented to the Master Jury for evaluation. The Master Jury chooses
from 5 to 7 projects to be nominated for the award.

Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim discussed with Prince Karim Khan the destiny
of the short listed projects which did not win the award, since they are
good enough to be published in order to give their architects and plan-
ners some kind of credit. The Aga Khan approved the idea, and Dr.
Abdelbaki Ibrahim was invited to Geneva to visit the secretariat of the
award. He met with the general secretary of the Award, Dr. Soha Oazkan,
and reviewed the short listed projects what have been selected for the
award through the last 20 years. The General Secretary of the Award
welcomed the idea.

The first six projects were selected for publication successively in "Alam
Al Bena'a” magazine under the title.

"From the archive of the Aga Khan Award of Architecture''.

It is well known that the Aga Khan Award of Architecture has been
established in the year 1976. It is considered the largest architectural
award all over the world 500.000 US$ .This award is distributed among
that group of projects which have their guidance, and their effect on the
surrounding environment and also their social and prosperial dimen-
sions in the Islamic world .

The award brings to the attention of architects, planners, preservation-
ists and those of related professions, as well as governmental and cul-
tural leaders, the entire 1400 year old architectural culture of Islam .
The Aga Khan hopes , there by, to bring about a heightened awareness
of the value of this rich and varied tradition and an understanding of its
continuing relevance for those who are building in Muslim countries or
for Muslim people today. The Award honours projects that bestexpress
this awareness and understanding as much as 500.000 US$ , the largest
architectural prize in the world, is awarded every 3 years to projects
selected by an independant master jury. Projects are eligible for the
Award are those which are located in the Islamic world or intended
primarily for Muslims and have been completed within the past 25 years
and have been in use for more than 2 years.

The Award granted its 1% group of prizes in 1980. The selection of the
winners was based upon a critical framework formulated by the origi-
nal jury which has since proved to be so strongly reasoned and compel-
ling that it has influenced every subsequent set of jurors and formed a
thread of continuily connecting the cycles of 1983, 1986, 1989, 1992,
1995 and 1998 even as each successive jury puts its own imprint on the
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