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—{ CPAS NEWS I~

% Dr.Abdelbaki Thrahim
travelled to Switzerland
and paid a visit to the Aga
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e TR

i '! i_'v.-—i:’;:‘"':‘]' -.a:’)!‘-:_:'&’r‘ A
Lﬂw;u}d%%a e SR T R

Khan Aword Organization
head quarter in Geneva
where he met whith Dr.
Suha Ozkan the general
secritary of the Aga khan
Prize in order to look at the
previous projects that was
nominated as a winner last
years to choose what is
available to be published in
Alam Al-Bena'a in the
comming issues.

# Eng. Osama Amer the
CPAS technical Manger
left to Yemen in order to
hand over the primary
phase of (Faculty of Edu-
cation) project in Sana'a
and Hoddayedah. The
CPAS prepared all the ar-
chitectural and executive
drawings and supervised
the execution work.

x The Pavillion of Alam
Al-Bena'a at the Inter
Builed Exhibition 99 wit-
nessed a tremendous suc-
cess. Despite the presence
of competitive arab and
foreign publications.Alam
Al-Bena'a sales were
higher than last years.
This is a clear indication
of the popularity of Alam
AlBenaa and the other
CPAS publications.

# The trainning unit in
CPAS held the third train-
ing course for 1999 titeled
(supervising Building and
Constuction). It was
atended by many students
and engineer graduates.
There are now plans to
hold a new cours during
the period 14 to 25 August.

# CEDEG in the Frensh
Empassy has donated a
copy of all the center pub-
lications for the library of
CPAS.

# There is a good demand
on the computer courses
in Auto cad at Summer
becouse of the holiday.
Arch. Hany Shendy , head
of the computer unit is re-
sponsible of organizing
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I ALAM

part of his legend as an in-
spired pioneer in a dark age
. What most eulogists tend
to overlook is that Dr. Fathy
neglected for the major part
of his professional life one
for the primary conditions
of the traditional artist.
Until late in his life Hassan
Fathy failed to find a patron
. Architecture for the poor,
as his ideology has been
dubbed, is a noble but
flawed concept. Architec-
tural form can never be es-
tablished form below. It
must instead filter down
form the ruling elite

Fathy’s work was rejected
by the felaheen for which
it was built not really be-
cause it did not conform to
the prevailing fashions and
idioms of the urban masses.

Fathy’s failure to find a pa-
tron confounded his mis-
sion and confined his con-
tribution to an essentially
theoretical legacy.

Dr. Fathy’s disciple, Abdel
Wahed El Wakil, witnessed
his ageing master’s frustra-
tions and bitter disappoint-
ments at close range. He
resolved never to replicate
the same mistakes in trans-
lating his teacher’s pristine
theories into the architec-
tural mainstream. He gravi-
tated away from the folk-
loric purism of Fathy’s de-
sign prototypes toward a
flamboyant glamour quite
consciously calculated to
attract the fashion-con-
scious Arab with his pre-
conditioned predilection to
all that 1s modern and pro-

gressive. Wakil’s first com-
mission, the Agamy House
on the seaside near Alexan-
dria, was designed with a
subtle eye to intensify the
sense of surreality in tradi-
tional architecture without
sacrificing any of its prin-
ciples. This housc has an
audacious appeal, accentu-
ating the romantic com-
plexity of the angles and
undulations of Islamic tra-
dition. Agamy was an aus-
picious beginning for the
nascent genius of Wakil but
, likc most of his predeces-
sor’s commissions, was
created in isolation - a holi-
day home in a remote set-
ting. It was not until he ar-
rived in Saudi Arabia that
the young architect found
his milieu .

LR ———————————————————————————————— ———

— Synopsis H

# Subject of the issue :

The effect of "Al Sheea'on the
architecture and art of the
Fatimitic era.

Dr. Ali Gabr . ( P. 1)

% Project of the Issue

- The "Mashiakha of Al Azhar"'
building

Designed hy: The Consultant Ara-
bic office. :
This building is located on the in-
tersection of Salah Salem street
and Al Azhar street, it is bounded
by "Dar Al Ifta” building from the
north, and by Al Azhar library and
Al Khalideen garden from the
west, The architectural form and
the planning of the project has
been effected dircctly by the envi-
ronment around the situation so
that we can see the architectural
style of the building appears as a
Falimelic Architecture in all artist
details especially the main espects
like "Al Imam Al agbar" olTice
and it's following administration
in one mass which is Tormaly
seperated of the building but they
are connected functionaly. This
main part is important and clear in
the main elevations that have the
main entrance contrary to the back
entrances Lo make use by the visi-
tors and the employeers. ( P. 18)
- Conrad International Hotel
Arch. Skidmoreowings Arteci -
London.

Dr, Ali Nour Aldeen Nasser -Cairo
The hotel consists of two main
parts: the rooms which are taking
the shape of tower rises 23 floors
contains 629 units of rooms and
sweats all of them Nile view be-
cause of the good situation for the
tower facing thé north and the
south by the two main elevations,
however all the sweats in the west
looking directly to the Nile . The
second parl is the services area.
The tower connecting a beautiful
complex with the World Trade
Center, however the service part
makes all the general social places
and the entertainment places like
Lthe cafeteria, the restaurants and
the swimming pool, in addition to
the basement that is used as a ga-
rage forcars. (P.24)

% Interior Design:

Interior design in (Al
Mashiakha of Al Azhar ) build-
ing.(P.22)

= Technical Article :

The incomplete Conservation. A
general view ol three Egyptian
experiments attempts. (Part two).
P,




cial and cultural matrix .
Modernist theories and
practices were thus placed
in a sharp contraposition to
the ways of tradition . For
decades Muslim thinkers
have been busy construct-
ing intellectual bridges be-
tween these two “schools
- of thought » but existen-
tially the trend has been to-
ward the extirpation of tra-
dition and its replacement
by modernist forms. No-
where is this conflict more
evident than in the field of
architecture. One need only
look to the blighted
skylines of contemporary
Muslim cities, to the bleak
futuristic mosques and the
desolate rural development
projects to know which
side is winning.

Hopeful change has come
in an unexpected place.
These two seemingly in-
compatible concepts have
begun to mesh in the
deserts of Saudi Arabia.
This has happened by vir-
tue of two vital but oft-for-
gotten constituents of the
traditional process : the pa-
tron and the genius. Patron-
age has been fundamental
to creative expression in the
East and in thc West from
time immemorial. Genius -
that ineffable gift - is axi-
omatic. to mastery , essen-
tial to the expressive culmi-
nation of any given civili-
zation. The genius is the

bellwether of cultural ex-
pression but without the
patron he would flounder
because he is driven by a
quest for a perfection that
transcends prevailing
standards and practices. His
talent must be nurtured and
harnessed; his work under-
written and encouraged .
Conversely, without the
génius, the beneticience of
the patron would go unre-
warded. Masterworks are
the goal of patronage.

I ALAM AL BENA'A N

Modernism found its great-
est patrons in socialist bu-
reaucracies and, ultimately
(and quite appropriately),
in wealthy industrial barons
like the Goodyears and the
Rockefellers . Traditional-
ism has always been sus-
tained by the higher ech-
elon. As fathers (patres) of
the nation and by the very
nature of their lineage
(patria) they must commit
themselves to the preserva-
tion of heritage and its per-
petuation.

The reigning architectural
patrons of the Muslim
world today are His Maj-
esty King Fahd Ibn Abdul
Aziz ibn Saud and His
Highness Prince Karim Age
Khan. The surpassing gen-
iuses of Islamic architecture
are Dr. Hassan Fathy and
Abdel Wahed El Wakil .
Hassan Fathy, the father of
modern Islamic architec-
ture, articulated the integral
theory of the vernacular for
the present age. Without his
visionary understanding of
the vitality of traditional
forms and his unrelenting
and uncompromising strug-
gle to give expression to
those forms, it is unlikely
that Islamic architecture
would even come under
serious discussion in this
day and age. That his build-
ings were sabotaged, his
ideas reviled and his plans
subverted has become a



Islamic architecture is an
outgrowth of this sacred
system and naturally acts to
sustain and facilitate its
practice through the in-
spired arrangement of
space and through orna-
mentation created to in-
duce the remembrance of
God. Masterpieces of Is-
lamic architecture and civil
planning act as scattered
touchstones for each suc-
ceeding generation of
builders, architects and ar-

I ALAM AL BEN A" |

\ONAL ARCHITECTURE
O0YAL PATRON (Part I)

Haroon Sugish

ﬂ s the locus of the life system ema
nating from the Holy Qur’an and the
Prophetic Sunna, architecture is inevita-
bly either the engine of Islamic tradition,
propelling the collective social and cui-
tural legacy of Islam down through the
ages, or its nemesis, decimating it.

tisans seeking to revive Is-
lamic expression from its
essence. This dynamic in-
teraction between the traces
of our past and the creation
of our present forms a natu-
ral continuum we call tra-
dition. This continuum has
cxisted through upheaval,
civil disorder, war and al-
ien domination for 1400
years and yet in the last
century it has been seri-
ously disrupted by the pow-
erful force of modernism.

Modern architecture is an
outgrowth of the industrial
revolution and proletarian
socialism . It has been in-
herently secular and cultur-
ally subversive, aimed as it
is at sweeping away all that
was before it including the-
istic archetypes. Modern-
1sm came late to the Mus-

lim world but when it ar-
rived it had a devastating
impact . More damage has
been done to the social and
cultural fabric of Islam in
the name of modernism
during the last century than
in all the previous centuries
since its sacred revelation.
Modernism rocked the
world of Islam largely be-
cause Muslim leaders and
intellectuals could not find
ways of assimilating alien
systems into their own so-
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T he issue of architecture and urban planning education is

usually discussed in occasional symposiums with the par

ticipation of professors from Arab and foreign universities.
The contents of curricula are usually mixed between what is suit-
able for developing countries and what is suitable for developed
countries. Usually the western ideas and theories have the upper
hand as a result of the western civilisation which is based on mate-
rialistic and technological advancement spreading all over the world
under the term "globalisation". In this case the Arab vision remains
limited and depends mainly on the architecture and planning cur-
ricula which come from the west. Some Arab universities still ask
the recognition of their curricula from western universities. They
failed to organise among themselves any conferences in which they
can discuss their own curricula in architecture and urban planning
education. Some architecture departments in Arab universities teach
the most advanced building technology applied in the west, ne-
glecting the development of the appropriate technology relative to
their local requirements.
In the meantime some Arab architects insist in using western build-
ing technology in their designs without any considerations to their
local economy or social conditions.
We remember the mission of Hassan Fathy who objected to import
building technology. He called for developing the local appropri-
ate building technology. In spite of this, some Arab professors in-
sist on teaching the consecutive western theories only without any
modification to suit our culture.
Considering the issue of architecture education system, it is nor-
mal that not all the architecture students who joined the university
due to their high grades, are talented. In this case architecture cur-
ricula should be modified to give the chance to those who are not
talented in design to develop their abilities in the different branches
of building industry.
In the field of urban planning most of the planning departments in
Arab universities aim at teaching the student how to prepare a master
plan for a city using some statistics and socio-economic surveys in
spite of the fact that the master planning concept proved to be inap-
propriate to deal with the continuous socio-economic changes which
should be the main target of planning education. In this case the
planning process requires a group of planning specialists with rel-

evant background education. g
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Schindler

The Swiss Elevator and Escalator Company

Leadership Through Service
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Today we move 500,000,000 people.
Tomorrow we will do it again.

SCHINDLER LTD.

Type of Product : Elevator & Escalator sales, installation, repair, maintenance & modernization.

Managing Director: Khaled Shedid
Address : 17 Syria St., Mohandessin - Giza - Egypt
Contact Numbers: 303 8718/19 - Fax: 346 0950

Schindler @
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