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—l CPAS NELS I~

# Upon an invitation from the World
Bank & Dr. Ismail Serageddin, Vice
President of the Bank, Dr.
Abdellbaki Ibrahim has travelled to
Washington Lo submit a paper|
about "Historical Cairo - The Need
lo Urban Management” to the n-
ternational symposium "Protection
of the Architecture of the Histori-
cal Cities” from 3 to 7 May 1999.
He was accompanied by Dr.
Mohamed Abdelbaki. Vice-Chair-

man of CPAS.

# Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim headed the
last section of the scientific sym-
osium that was organized by the
faculty of Urban & T{egioml Plan-
nln(F_ at Cairo Uni\-'ersitY' about
'Education of Urban Planning
Through the Twenty First Century"”,
It was held from 26 to 27 April and
was attended by many Egyptian and
foreign planning professors who
discussed the future of planning
education in the next century.

+ Dr. Mohamed Abdelbaki, Editor-
in-Chief, is invited to Bonn i Ger-
many Lo participate in the activities
of the International Gathering for
Citics and Desertification which|
will be held from 11 to 12 June
1999 o discuss the cases off
deseritfication and the role of the
governmental autherities, national
socictics, and individuals to fight
this phenomenon. Some interna-
tional experiences in this field will
also be presented.

# Through the cultural & educa-
tional activity in CPAS, a series of}
architectural evenings were held .
Dr. Sami Sadek from Ain-Shams
University gave a lecture about
"The Effect of Using Compuler in
Architectural Design Process’, also
Dr. Aly Gabr from Cairo Univer-
sity gave a lecture about "Shiitic
Thinking and its influence on the
Fatemic Architecture”, This cultural
season will end by a lecture by Dr.
Ayman Ashour [rom Ain-Shams
niversity aboul "The Comprehen-
sive introduction of Upgrading the
Physical Random Settlements”.

# The Execution Superyision Unit
in CPAS started working in the
project of the (raining center of
reat Cairo Utilities Data Center
GCUDC) which was designed by
PAS. Tt is expected through the
next month o start the supervision
on construction of the housing
]{rojccl_ of the Housing Fund at the
Ministry of Interior in Port Said.

« Eng.Osama Amer, the Technical
Director of CPAS, 1s carrying out
the supervision on the preliminary
handing-over of the Facultics of
Fducation project in Sana'a & Al-
Hodaiedahin Yemen that have been
finished. The project 15 [unded by
the World Bank . The preliminary
handing-over of the Faculties of
Education in Taiz & Aden will be
Hlone during the next fow months.
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parlor or double-parlor with
alcoves for the display of fam-
ily possessions; they offered
"commodious" work spaces
for the kitchen, with large
pantrics, which could be
shared by scveral women; and
they contained bedrooms that
werce large enough to serve as
sitting rooms where [riends
and family could visit.’

As the cenlury progressed,
however, household sizes de-
creased. as families became
smaller and servants were re-
placed with technelogical
conveniences. The formality
and separation of some activi-
tiecs were replaced by open
living areas. As many of them
moved into the workplace,
women also no longer viewed
the house as their only do-
main. In general, an overall
concern for functionalism and
efliciency emerged, in which
the design of the house could
be approached more scientifi-
cally by delining appropriate
activilies and their required
spaces and equipment.

The Clayton houses, buill
within the last decade, typify
contemporary housing. Here
household activitics are sepa-
rated from public view by a
garage; entertaining, cooking

and dining spaccs are open
and interconnected; and
sleeping areas arc conceived
as rooms separate from other
household areas (one is larger
with an attached bathroom,
and two are ymaller and share
a bath). The living room is
typically two steories tall,
configured so that upper-level
activitics look down on lower-
level spaces. Each activity of
alile-style has an appropriate
space, and cach space of the
house is designed for a spe-
cific activily.

These two case studies exem-
plify design paradigms re-
garding, culturc: in San Fran-
cisco, an embedding of capac-
ity te house multiple and
changing ways of living; and
in Clayton, a functional pro-
gramming of life-styles that
[ixcs a way of living, While
the houses in cach setting
were developed 1o accommo-
date ways of living repre-
senlative of their times, the
San Francisco houses have
absorbed many new ways of
living that functionally effi-
cienl, post-world war 11
houses have nol.

In order to explore the link be-
tween housc form and choice,
this study uses plans docu-
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FIGURE 6 San Francisco: as built and as inhabited. San Francisco
is a gridded, platted city with a block orientation that is longer in the
easi-west direction. This orientation gives more homes a north-south
orientation to the sun within a hicrarchy of resideniial and commer-
cial streets. Although San Francisco is an urban context, the docu-
mented setting is comprised of both detached and attached houses.

menting household artifacts,
photographs of interior and
exterior spaces. and inter-
views wilh the residents to
observe how people use
household space. This method
combinecs place-based, mor-
phological studies of housing
with cultural-use and spatial
pattern studies. In particular,
this research draws upon the
work of H. Caminos, S.
Muratori,S. Anderson, and S.
Kenl. These methods of ob-
serving places share two
premises regarding people
and the environment: that the
relationship of people and the
built environment over time
can be analyzed through the
study of physical form; and
that form, while not determin-
istic, is influential to behavior
and use. The latter point, the
interpretation of house form
for use, is critical lor this re-
search, The form of a house-
its configuration, size, posi-
tion, and asscmblage of ma-
terials-suggests a range of
possible uses. Decisions on
how to use the spatial form of
the house arc made by cach
household in relation with
their cultural background.
While the methodologies in
the works of Caminos,
Muratori and Anderson de-
seribe the experiential form of
places, the documentation of
use is either omitted or gen-
cralized at an urban scalc.
Kent studies the use of the
house, comparing a particular
household’'s patterns with
those of similar cultures. Her
work is descriptive, but lim-
ited to single houses, without
studying the larger setting.
The method in this research
combines Kent's descriptions
of use with the experiential
description of the forms of
dwellings as placcs. Because
this research iy directed to-
ward the design of residential
settings, the observalions ol
inhabitation and descriptions
ol house form and choice lead
to propositions for attributes
of design that cnable a vari-
ety of ways of dwelling. ##

e 1] AM AL BENA'A

_| Synopsis I_

# Subject of the issue:

The re-use of the historical
buildings and upgrading of the
surrounding ¢environment (the
Turkish experience). Part 2
Dr. Hassan Abu Mahmoud (lec-
turer in the Faculty of Engineer-
ing -Al-Azhar University%.

We present the Turkish experi-
ence by using the historical
buildings to improve  its lunc-
tion and increase its economical
income that covers the mainte-
nance cost and creates the suit-
able environment Lo henefit con-
tinupusly from them. Al
Solaimaniya complex is a model
tor this experience. It includes a
touristic complex, a hospital [or
addiction, a small hospital for
children, and the area round the
wall and « Magraloyoun", in ad-
dition to the projects of the reno-
vation and ré-usc of these places.

* Architectnral Competitions:
DesigningUthe complex of the
Egyptian Union for Construc-
tion & Building contractors in
Nasr City.
The Egyptian Union for Con-
struction & Building Contrac-
tors has announced an archilee-
tural compelition [or designing
the complex of the Union in
Nasr City. The Jury members
were D Yehia ElX Zeiny, Dr
Abdelbaki Ibrahim, Dr. Salah
Zaki Said, Eng. Salah Ashmawy
from the Union. The Jury has
defined the eriteria by which to
evaluate the projects presented
by the competitors, it includes
the functional & structural
standards, the architectural ex-
pression, the technical report &
the feasibility study. The first
rize was given to the office of
Dr Al-Ghazaly Kessiba. the sec-
ond prize to the office of Dr.
Talaat El-Daly, and the third
prize to Eng. Emaeddin Ibrahim
and Eng. Wael Al-Hamal & Eng.
Mohammad Abdel Moneim.

*# Interior Design

A club for armored battalion
Eng. Hany Maher Ibrahim

The project is located on the
corner of Salah Salem St. El -
Sekka El-Beida St. and is con-
sidered as a recreational serv-
ice association for one of the
army branches (Armored battal-
ion). The project consists of
several buildings, play grounds,
and activities area among which
there were old buildings used to
be residence for the army, then
changed to be service buildings,
represented in the pharaonic
building. There were also build-
ings that were re-designed and
renovated, represented in the
building of the hotel.

9
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cupies it as a centrally organ-
ized. two recamara dwelling,
The second story 1s about the
Changes, who purchased a
housc in a San Francisco sub-
urb (FIG. 4). Tt is typical for
the Changs and their five year
old son 1o be together in a
room, although they may be
engaged in separate activitics.
Ag a result several rooms hold
similar furnishings. Whether
a bedroom, living room or
kitchen, there are books and
toys for the son and tables and
shelves for the parents. The
room designated as a bed-
room for their son is rarely
uscd-cxcept as a guest room.,
Instead, the family sleeps to-
gether in one room, using a
small trundle bed for the boy.
The Changs complain only
about the [lireplace and the
dining room. Although they
would have prelerred a house
without A dirty, cold and
smoky fireplace, they take
advantage ot the Fireplace®s
Focal location by placing their
wide screen television oil the
hearth. As for the dining
room, it 1s too narrow to hold
around table with a lazy susan
onit. Instead, the change had
Lo buy it rcctangular table.
Now, when hosting it dinncr
party, they must pass dishes
to their guests, rather than
serve them directly.

These two homes illustrale
two ways in which housing
design addresses American
cultures. The Changs home,
designed to meet a particular
life-style, supports a limited
range of choices; the Changs'
both impose their way of liv-
ing on the house and modify
their way of living to it. By
contrast, Leo Lopez’s home,
lypical of many older San
Francisco houses, supports a
wider range of choices for
ways of living. The stories
show how contemporary
functional approaches to
housing American culture
may limit cholce-making by

FIGURE 4
The Chang residence: many
rooms hold similar uses. Note
the television set in front of

the fireplace

residents because they assume
that ways of living are specific
and static. For the Changs,
this does not necessarily mean
that they must live as pre-
scribed, but it does limit and
sometimes frustrate-how they
want to live. In order to better
accommodate stories of
dwelling like that of Leo
Lopez, designers need to em-
bed the potential. or the ca-

pacity, for residents to make
morc choices about the ways
in which they live.
OBSERVING CHOICE
This research began with the
observation that San Fran-
cisco is home to many diverse
life-styles spread relatively
heterogeneously throughout
the city. While there are dis-
tricts that are associated with
a particular ethnicity or cul-
ture, the distinctions are not
so settled as to exclude other
groups, and associations have

changed over time. Qulside

the city, the planning of
Clayton sharcs: many of the
charucteristics of San Fran-
cisco, yet the ways in which
its residents choose to live
seem morc homogeneous.
This research questions the
uniformity of ways of living
in Clayton and the rich diver-
sity supported in San Fran-
cisco as more than just a cir-
cumstance of history, or ur-
bunity.

Houses in both communities
are built on rectangular lots,
with the narrow cnds facing
the street. One housc is
centered on cach lot, with a
yard and parking in [ront and
a private, ourdoor yard at the
rear. In Clayton, lots are 40 by

A | A M A L B EN (R /15—

120 feet, with a 25 foot front-
yard setback and 5 foot side
yard setbacks (FIG. 5). Park-
ing is at grade. The predomi-
nant orientation of spaces in-
side each house is toward the
private, rear yard, with side-
yard facing windows being
used for light and ventilation.
In San Francisco, blocks are
subdivided into lots that are
typically 25-27.5 feet wide by
140 feet deep (FIG. 6). A sin-
gle house is generally located
on each lot, with a front-yard
setback of about 12 feet and
side-yard setbacks of about
3.5 feet. Parking, if available
on site, is located half a level
below the street. Interior
spaces are oricnted for light
and ventilation either toward
the street or toward the private
space at the rear of the lot.

Houses in both communities
are representative of many
processes allecting residential
development: land acquisition
through subdivision, building
traditions and degree of indus-
trialization, market forces,
technology, and life-style ex-
pectations. The San Francisco
Victorians typified American
housing of the early twentieth
century: they included a
parlor or double-parlor with

FIGURE 5 Clayton built and as inhabited, The lots in Clayton are
along the length of the street which winds through the knolls of a development. The public areas
of the house are arranged in an open plan, with smaller, private bedrooms located either to the
side of the public areas or on the second floor.

sﬁbdfﬁded -iﬁ equa.i Segments




ditions. When it comes to pro-
viding options in housing,
some think that the task of
housing American cultures is
solved through providing a
variety of types of dwellings-
supplying consumer choice.
This research proposes that
the task is better solved
through providing opportuni-
ties for variety in ways of
dwelling-enabling cultural
choice.

There are three salient char-
acteristics that definc the ap-
proach to choice embedded in
contemporary housing devel-
opment. First, it is market
driven: thal is, it is interested
in appealing and selling to
mass market. Second, it is
obsessed with identitying nor-
mative life-styles, with differ-
ences in ways of living seen
ds variations from the norms.
Third, it is program driven,
attempting to match life-
stvles with houses. This last
characteristic involves a proc-
ess of specifying the activities
and spaces of a life-style, de-
termining the appropriate
adjacencies, and producing
model homes with options
and accessories that personal-
ize them. This approach lim-
its the definition of the diver-
sity of American cultures,
capitalizing upon the nature
and ability of people and
households to adapt to defined
norms. More significantly, it
involves a view of culture that
is static rather than temporal,
limiting everyday choices and
longer-term changes.

The alternative view pre-
sented in this article presumes
that culture will find its place-
ifitis allowed to do so. Rather
than seeing the task of hous-
ing American cultures as pre-
scribing a precisc fit between
a sub-culture ‘s activities and
a house's form, it conceives
the design ol dwellings in
terms of allowing interpreta-
tions ol the ways in which
they are used. This requires

thinking about how each
household inhabits its home,
observing how people live,
and studying inhabitation as
a continuous expression of
chotce. For instance, where
should cach person sleep?
How do they sleep all together
or separately? On what should
they sleep? What other activi-
ties accompany sleeping? Are

FIGURE 2

guests allowed into the sleep-
ing area? Should one sleep mn
the front of the housc or the
back, above or below? Where
should a guest or new family
member slecp? The allerna-
tive presented in this arlicle
assumes that residents make
choices and changes by as-
scssing their ways of livings,
in relation to the basic struc-
ture of the house. This re-
search studies how a house's
(orm either constrains or ena-
bles a variety of answers to
these questions.

STORIES OF CHOICE

In this paper each person's
culture is expressed as a story,
a story about how individuals
as members of sub-cultural
groups personalize a house.
The stories are encouraged or
inhibited by the spaces ol a
house. Some houses comfort-
ably accommodate the
uniqueness of each story; oth-
ers limit stories to fit a theme.
Two neighborhoods, one in
San Francisco and one in
Clayton, a suburb of San
Francisco, illustrate the di-
chotomy of how choice is
constrained or enabled by the
form of the house. By com-
paring the storics of residents
of these two neighborhoods,
the diffcrence between marleet
choice and cultural choice in
housing becomes apparent.
Lco Lopez owns a six-unil
San Francisco Victorian. Of
the units, he sclected a second
floor front unit {or himself.
Lco was once married, but is
now an avowed bachelor with
a grown son who visits on
weekends. Leo and hiy son
mostly eat cut. I and when
they are home, the two enjoy
entertaining and watching tel-
evision, At first glance, Leo’s
unit might seem most readily
occupied as a one-hedroom
apartment with entertaining,
dining, and food-preparation
activities assigned to the front,
middle and inner rooms, re-
spectively, and with a bed-

Leo’s home in Guadalajara with activities
oragnized around a courtyard. Rovmy with
beds for sleeping as well as entertaining

I ] AM AL BENA'A N
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FIGURE 3 Leo’s apartment
with recamaras surrounding

a COmMmmon ared

room off the front entertain-
ing area (FIG, 1). Yet Leo
needs two sleeping areus since
he and his son do not want to
share a room.

Leo uses his space in a way
that is similar to his childhood
courtvard house in Guadal-
ajara (FIG. 2). In that house
all the activitics and rooms
were organized around a cen-
tral. outdoor courtyard. Al-
though no assigned activity
occurred in the courtyard it-
sclf, it was the center arcund
which daily activilies oc-
curred. Rooms used for sleep-
ing, dining, entertaining and
cooking were all accessible
from the courtyard, with an
internal route between rooms.
Several lamily members oc-
cupied each recamara, using
the rooms for sleeping and en-
tertaining as well,

Although Leo's current home
does not have an outdoor
courtyard, he locates his tel-
evision/entertainment aclivi-
ties in the front room, with
two recamaras surrounding it
(FIG. 3). While others may
use this unit a5 a linear, one
bedroom apartment, Leo oc-
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House Form and Choice
( Part 1)

RENEE Y. CHOW

he objective of residential design concerned with supporting American cultures needs
to move beyond designing prototypical houses or neighborhoods for ethnic or sub
cultural groups. The character of culture in the U.S. is woven and rewoven from
many strands: to fix housing to a programmed life-style is to limit the practice of culture
both in its diversity and its temporality. The task for architects and planners is to design
dwelling environments with the capacity to provide residents with choices in the use of a
place. Through a comparative study of two residential settings, this article identifies three
attributes of house form which limit or contribute to choice.

If historians view the built en-
vironmenl as a material arti-
fact of cullure. and politicians
and social advocates view the
house as a tool [or promoting
particular visions of Culture,
what should the perspeclive
of the architect be? Rather
than serving as a purveyor of
popular culture, high culture,
or any singular, hegemonic
culture, the architect’s role in
the United States should be to
enable choices for the prac-
tice of cullure, the generation
of ways of living in the con-
duct of everyday lile.

This article compares two
residential settings that illus-
trate different design para-
digms for addressing cultural
practice and house form. In
one sctting, culture is pro-
grammed in it house's {orm
through a functional specifi-
cation of ways of living; in the
other, culture is embedded us
choice through a capacity that
enables residents to choose
how to dwell. The first limits
rcsident choices by assuming
culture to be static: the scc-
ond increases choice by rec-
ognizing culture as constantly

defined and renewed.
Through observing how peo-
ple use spaces, this research
identifies three attributes of
housc design access, dimen-
sion and claim that architects
can usc to enable choices.
For designers and researchers
exploring links between hous-
ing and ways of living in the
United States, diversity 1s a
topic of common concern. As
in the exhibit "House Rules"
at the Wexner Center in 1994,
the questioning typically be-
gins with recognition of the
nced to reconstitute the image
of thc American houschold
from that of onc mother, onc
father, 2.5 children, and a dog.
Curator Mark Robbins asked,
"Can the suburban house be
reprogrammed Lo acknowl-
edge and rellect social
change?"

Since a pluralistic reality ef-
lectively challenges the com-
mon view of the household, it
is doubtiul the variety of ways
in which people live can by
addressed simply by "repro-
gramming” by redefining
househeld composition and
life style-because culture in

America is too diverse and
changecable.” Its diversity
arises from the multiplicity of
ways in which Americans as-
sociale with a national culture
as well as with sub-groups
based on such [aclors as eth-
nicily, race, religion, region,
(‘)ccupation, economic status,
and stage-of-life. American
culture is also temporal be-

cause Americans continually
change associations to these
sub-cultures.

One imporlant expression of
Culture comes through the
ways in which people dwell.
People develop a correspond-
cnce between the ways they
live and the spaces of a house
through choices that express
their cultural values and tra-
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FIGURE 1

lkitchen

dininLg”

A) Leo selected this apartment as best suiting his way of Hving.
B) Leo's apartment as a possible one-bedroom unit.
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EDITORIAL

Honesty in Planning &
Architectural Researches

Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

Wc write on this subject because of the lack of hon
esty in most of the planning and architecture rc-
searches and studies. It has become easy for rescarchers
to copy some questions from a research or a thesis with-
out acknowledgment. Some of these copied researches
arc discovered by chance, others passed unnoticed. The
majority of these researches are presented to conferences
inside and outside Egypt. Some of them are accurately
considered and evaluated, while the synopsis of other
theses are quickly reviewed without checking the scien-
tific material, and the rest passed without any revision.
The evaluation 1s usually done by committees of profes-
sors who may lack long experience in the related subject.
Some members of these committees are not accurate in
their judgement of the submitted papers which are rather
like reports and do not comply with the method of re-
search. They consider these papers as an activity in the
related field.

Some researchers use many diverse references without
showing the relationship among the different aspects that
unify the whole subject, therefore their papers lack focus
and lose their significance and aim. This phenomenon is
also clear in many reports, even the papers subniitted to
conferences are full of mistakes and irrelevant matters. It
seems the researcher writes his paper for no other reason
except for promotion. In this case superficiality overpow-
ers accuracy and concentration, and form overpowers
content. Theories and philosophies are multiplying with
few practical effective applications in planning and ar-
chitecture.

So, no development in this field is noticed and this is
reflected on the professional practice where we find su-
perficiality and vagueness. 3
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