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~l CPAS NELWS I—

# Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim,
Chairman of CPAS, was in-
vited to participate to an in-
ternational conference on
town planning held in Al-
Shariqua in UAE. He was
chosen as an honourary
guest and first speaker in
the opening session of the
conference that was inaugu-
rated by his high excellency
sheikh Sultan Mohamed Al-
Qasemy, Governor of Al-
Shariqua.

* Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim has
received an invitation from
Dr. Ismail Seraggedin, Vice
President of the World Bank
to participate in the Interna-
tional symposium on "The
Preservation of Architecture
in Historic Cities” sponsered
by the World Bank,
UNESCO Organization,
Agha Khan Organization,
Brazil, Union of American
Architects & others. This
will take place between 3 &
7 May 1999 in the Premises
of the World Bank at Wash-
ington. He will be accompa-
nied by Dr. Mohamed
Abdelbaki.

# Dr. Mohamed Abdelbaki
has travelled to the town of
Dassau in Germany. He was
choscn as a representative of
the Organization of Islamic
Capitals & Cities to attend
the meetings ol the Interna-
tional Council of Environ-
ment from 24 to 28 March
1999. He visited a number of
urban projects under con-
struction to be inangurated
during Hanover EXPO 2000.

* Architectural Dept. in CPAS
won a mention prize in the
competition of the design of a
museum in Sharm El-Sheikh.

* Work is going on in the Ar-
chitectural Dept. in the sec-
ond phase of Development &
Renovation ol each of
Ismailia National Museum,
Police National Museum &
Royal Carriages Museum in

the citade.
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1982 earthquake in Dhamar
province. The extent of the loss
following this disaster justified
intervention by various foricgin-
aid donors, which led, ultimately,
to the construction of 15.000
housing units by contractors, all
with minimal areas { 36-48
sq.m.) and the samc elementary
design. These units were built us-
ing cement blocks and the sim-
plest types of windows and
doors, and they were sited ac-
cording to rudimentary grids on
flat ground, often at quite a dis-
tance from the original settle-
ment { FIG, 20).

Supported by their shaykhs, vil-
lagers responded both by relus-
ing to live in these units and by
initiating their own develop-
ments, often on the slopes be-
tween destroyed settlements and
the new government -built houses
{which were left empty or given
over to nonresidential uses), Tn
the proximity of the larger popu-
lation centers, such as Dhamar
and Dhawran, where the cost of
housing was more critical and
where tribal ties werc more tenu-
ous, need did lead people to adapt
what was available. Tn these in-
stances, the standard model was
oflen modified through the addi-
tion of walls Lo enclose several
units for a single family, or by the
infilling of street space with an-
cillary constructions. On the posi-
tive side, earthquake relief funds
paid for more less extensive re-
pairs to some 27.000 damaged
structures, humanitarian agen-
cies also provided professional
training to local masons on earth-

uake -resistant techniques.
EFLECTIONS

The image of wholeness given by
the building traditions of yemen
always incorporated sedimented
ingredients from other cultures
with which the country had con-
tact. Yet assimilations were gen-
erally only textural: since pre-Ts-
lamie times, the options for built
structure in Yemen remaincd
based on bearing walls with
monolithic shatts or tree trunks
to span the spaces between. The
technology of arches was only
mastered tn Yemen to a limited
exlent, while vaults were fairly
rare and domes were only built
by local masons to coner the
small spans, for example, of
mosque bath stalls. Large domes
were considered the responsibil-
ity of specialized craft workers
under foreign supervision.

The underlying character of Yem-
en’s traditional built environment

is structural. Its originality lics
mainly in the way deceptively
simple techniques of wall build-
ing, at the service of such elemen-
tary needs as human shelter, re-
sulted in volumes with the scale
of a grandiose landscape. Con-
crete 1, on the other hand, a tech-
nique of voids rather than vol-
umes, In this way, the introduc-
tion of concrete structures after
the Revolution has represented a
change more radical than the
mere substitution of materials.
Concrete structures respond to the
preference in the country for con-
struction in height , which the Jast
25 vears has confirmed. Yet, il
mud or stone buildings five or
more stories high once repre-
sented a distinct structural
achievement, this claim cannol be
made for the same heights in con-
crete. The crucial question may
now concern whether techniques
of concrete construction will at-
tain equivalent levels of audacity.
Pre-and post-Revolution atti-
tudes may be presented in the
form of dichotomies, as for ex-
ample, rough/polished, .dull/
glossy, monochrome/poly-
chrome, and stereotyped/person-
alized. These represent mile-
stones in the progression toward
individualization of the house,
with distinguishing marks made
possible by the access to new
products and technologies. By
contrast, the tendency toward
uniformity in dwelling construc-
tion has been represented by
government or private efforts, in
which inhabitants arc grouped
into catcgories expressed in terms
of project cost and tenantincome.
Overall, the twenly years
spanncd by this study have ap-
pearcd to illustrate a tendency to
evolve [Tom a built environment
that betrayed no class distinction
to one in which status is demon-
strated through architecture,
The urban/ rural polarity has also
undergone a change of contours.
in this regard, urbanization can be
seen not only to result from the
physical displacements of coun-
try to Llown, but also [rom the dis-
semination of urban values and
methods (o the country. This is
now possible in less time than that
needed Lo solve the infrastructural
problems created. Part of the
process of urbanization is now the
proliferation of intermediaries,
whose number multiplies as
building hecomes increasingly
governed by paperwork within a
complex bureaucracy.

It is not possible to predict at this
point the degree to which changes
underway in the culture of yemen
will allow a continuity with the
country ‘s building traditions. By
1990s, conservation and adaptive
reuse were part of an cffort 1o
retain the inspirational value of
traditional structures. At the same
time, "cultural tourism" had
gained weight in the country’s
economy, contributing to the
maintenance of cutward appear-
ances. Conservation and rehabili-
tation campaigns lay stress on the
importance of creating the con-
ditions that will keep the
populations in their historical
quarters, but concessions must
also be made to repay the finan-
cial ¢ffort involved. In conse-
quence , situatiohs may occur
with names like "sugification”,
the term used in the early 1990s
to describe the transformation of
the ground floors of Old Town
Sana‘a buildings into sh(cnlps cater-
ing to tourists. The word implies
the subversion of the traditional
system of neighborhood codes,
which may undermine the way of
life that once formed the very
spaces meant to be preserved.
oncern has also been voiced as
to whether the skill to build tra-
ditional structures will be lost
once the education of master
builders ceases to be authenti-
cated by a rigorcus process of
apprenticeship and strict admis-
s1on inlo a professional league.
Schoeols of building crafls have
today been prescribed as part of
rehabilitation efforts, but their
materialization was, in 1990, at
almost utopian levels. The fact
remains that traditional structural
solutions, in spite of their virtues,
have not been able to compete
economically with industrialized
methods. Thus, by 1990 the use
of traditional materials for struc-
tures had tended to become lim-
ited to rich urban or remote rural
populations. The coutinuity of
tradition is recognized in formal
affectations, but different typcs
of building initiatives - entrepre-
neurial, architect - designed and
"popular’- are developing iden-
tities of their own.
At the samce time , there may be
reason now to speak of the emer-
gence of a new type of "vernacu-
lar" architecture, one represented
by manifestations marginal to
mainstream building which re-
produce structural options in
continuity with pre- Revelution-
ary days, or which develop deco-
rative treatments of a more pet-
sonalized nature.

Synopsis I__

# Subject of the Issue ;
The preservation of historical build-
ings and the upgrading of the sur-
rounding environment. {The Turkish
experience -Part 1

Dr. Hassan Abou Mahmoud =~
The issue of investing and ?"GSC“’J“IE his-
torical buildings of cultural value is lately
considered one of the main problems that]
attracted the attention and concern of}
many local & international organizations,
Reséarches and studies have proved tha
the best way to preserve historical build-
ings and to safeguard their maintenance
is To re-invest and renew their utilisation.
The aim 1s lo preserve these buildings
and protect their income to cover the ex-
Pcnscs of maintenance by caring for the
buildings & the surrounding urban
environmetil. The subject presents one of]
the most successtul experiences namely
that of Istanbul in Turkey where they
cared for the region as a ‘whole. Some
examples in El Sultan Ahmed and Aya
sofia region are presented. They were
changed to a touristic compouid and
Heisiki bath turned to become an exhibi-
tion for porcelain, carpets and Moharmed
Afandi school that was changed to be-
come a center for handicraft,

# Projects of the issue :
- The mosque in the faculty of engi-
neering - Cairo university .

Dr. Mohamed Mahmoud Oweda.
In the course of developing the existing
buildings in the faculty of engineering”,
Cairo university, the ofd prayer area was
pulled down to prepare an area about 300
m?2 on which to build a new mosque to
hold about 360 persons. The mosque is
composed of a ground floor of a squarg
plan, on a op, an octagonal dome and
side windows of coloured meshed glass.
The minaret has the form of tangent in-
tersected squares and different repeated
sections and this is also the final shape
of the Mosque.

- Faculty of commerce i :
English language - Cairo university
Dr. Mohamed Mahmoud Oweda.

The gm;e_c[ 15 located in the campus. The
building is on a rectangular plot of land
of an area of 1080 m2. It is composed
of four floors , the first one is for the
main lecture room that can hold four
hundred students and also the offices for
the administration and the student affairs
and the main hall for the students gath-
ering on which all the floors overlook.
There arc three main entrances on the
ground floor, the first one for the stu-
dents, the second for the teaching staff
and the third for emergency exit.

- ¥illa on the northern coast - Sidi krir
Arch. : Fakhr Mohsen

This wvilla 15 located on the northern
coast in Sidi Krir on a land of an area of
1600 m2 _ Tt is composed of two floors,
plus an area for services and a garage
and a swimming pool with underground
with lavatories” and showers and also
covered arcas to be used as a terrace that
has slopes besides the stairs to facilitate
the service. The facade 1s designed in
such a way as to allow the view of the
swimming pool and the green area .

* Interior Design ;
Cafeteria & restaurant - Oasis Hotel
Architect : Hany Maher Ibrahim
I'he designer is concerned about the in-
terior design in order to have restaurants
and privacy, He cared for the colours and
lighting and the elements of the intertor
d&sign Thal suil the surrounding environ-
ment. The project presents an example
of a cafeteria and a resfaurant showing
some elements of local craft used 1n a
maodern way and with materials and with
matching colours and shapes.

* Interior Design ;
Education and the Role of Architect
in contemporary Society

Dr. Ashral Salama
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FIGURE 18. New street in Hajja, 1990

a11°lfy the result of the combined
effect of buildings that fronted on
them. In a small community
maintenance and care of public
areas would be undertaken as
necded in a shared manner, and
in the larger towns a skeletal mu-
nicipal administration took care of
basic aspects of public sanitation.
The process appeared efficacious
within a traditional context, but
proved vulnerable to the impact
of post- Revolution development.
Nevertheless, as the most convul-
sive aspects of new construction
settled down, pleasant results of
new urban design notions could
be seen in the expanded areas ol
both the capital and the provin-
cial towns (FIG.18).
Part of the work of new munici-
1];al governments was aimed at
eautifying public spaces. These
efforts have ranged from such ac-
tivities as sidewalk tree-planting
and the creation of town parks Lo
the ornamentation of streets for
a varicty of public activities.
Street sculpturcs, seen at their
best in the capital, where they
first appeared during the 1980s,
reflect various tendencies , from
free-form. Westlern-originated
monumental place-markers to
enlarged stone versions of objects
in common use, such as the
janbyia, which echoes the cast-
concrete coffeepots seen in road
round-abouts of Gulf states. Ex-
amples of such public artwork in
fashioning stone (FIG. 19).
BUILDING PERMITS
At the end of the Civil War all

that was nceded to build a house
was possession of land and com-
pliance with a few basic rules
concerned more with local socia-
bility than with centralized land
control. The first step toward
centralized land control was the
institution of a building permit
]]amcedurc within urban areas in
1968. At the time the granting of
a permit was concentrated at the
planning Division of the Head
Office (later Ministry) of the Mu-
nicipalities, and both the proce-
dure and the enforcement of it
were rather loose, mostly a ques-
tion of obtaining the signatures
of various bureaucrats on a sheet
of ruled paper- a process which
normally took a weck at most.
No bui]c{ing plans were required,
and no special rules or regula-
tions existed concerning the de-
sign of buildings.
Later on, building permits be-
came obtainable only at munici-
gai offices, and the procedure
ecame more rigorous, with
building plans mandatory for all
projects except smaller buildings
on minor streets. The lendency,
however, has been to generalizc
the requirement for a project.
This was particularly true after
the earthquakes of 1982. Small
municipalitics have not rigor-
ously enforced the permit re-
clugremem, especially when tra-
ditional construction procedures
were followed in which a master
mason also served as designer.
STANDARDIZEDHOUSING
The first public housing programs

in the country appearcd in the
early 1970s. Based on plans pre-
pared by a U.N. expert at the Min-
istry of Public Works, they in-
cluded schemes for several thou-
sand units at Hodeida and in
Sana‘a which were (0 optimize
floor- area ratios and be built in
rawearth blocks. However, these
projects were either never built or
were buill only in a highly
distored manner, and in the years
that followed governmental hous-
ing never amounted to much

N AL AM AL BENA'A

FIGURE 19. Multicolored stone monumeni, Sana a; 1990

within the overall scope of hous-
ing construction. A few periph-
eral projects were designed ,
adopting fairly conventional no-
tions of the single-family de-
tached unit or of apartment build-
ings. A greater priority for gov-
ernment cxpenditure has been to
provid utilities to the spontancous
development growing at the ur-
ban fringes.

There was, however, one signifi-
cant event mass housing , which
was originated as the result of the

FIGURE 20. "Earthquake housing," I Wasta, Ma'bar, 1990
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Twenty Years of Change in the Built
Environment of Yemen
( PartIII )

ECONFINEMENT
AND URBANIZA-
TION
The 1962 Civil War dramatically
proved that stralegies for the
defense of settlements based on
impregnability by land were lu-
tile in the face of air raids. The
progressive control by the Re-
ublican government over the
ocal conflicls which had once
justitied confinement of setile-
ments within secure sites and
walls also meant that safc living

was possible withoul such pro-
teetive measures, Development of
the country's road network prox-
imity to small settlements also car-
ried the expansion ol seltlement
alongside the new roads, usually
iniiated by the construction of
shops.

Sana'a typifies the urban coexist-
ence of iew typologices und street
spaces. Generally, new develop-
ment has been heralded by the
construction of single - storey
commereial buildings.

2atr T
R e Dt

ﬁIGU RE 17. General plan of Dhamar, 1990. The shaded area corre-
sponds ta the area occupied by the town in 1973, (Source: Main Cifies
Planning Office, Ministry of the Municipalities and Housing, Sana'a.)

FERNANDO VARANDA

To these, upper floors may be
added later, their acsthetic treat-
ment ranging from complete in-
difference to determined formal
expression. ln the new villa
neighborhoods 4 'more uniform
image is provided by the lining
of wide streets with high yara
walls. Since flat land in central
Sana'a is most cosily, low-in-
come quarters have developed
spontaneously on the slopes of
surrounding hills. Such areas
have grown by the process of fill-

ing in all available space, leav-

in% only the most essential chan-
nels as streets.

The problems that afTlict yemeni
towns are similar to those expe-
rienced in other developing coun-
tries. Characteristic impacts trom
the post- Revolution period have
included great increases in cost of
land, number ol molor vehicles,
water consumption, and genera-
tion of refuse (with the concomi-
tant problem of its disposal). As
the result of a general movenient
of population from countryside to
town, in Sana'a, for example, the
resident population increased ten-
[old between 1962 and 1990, and
land coverage increased 25 times

Such problems have also taken a .

toll on the more vulnerable fab-
ric of rural sctllements.
PLANNING

Following the Revolution, physi-
cal planning was initiated by the

Ministry of Public Works with

the assistance of Tigyptian advi-
sors. The first document ap-
proaching a contemporary city
plan was the "Egyptian Plan" for
the country ‘s three largest towns,
This still provided the basis used
in Sana'a by surveyors in 1873,
In 1970 a formal physical Plan-
ning division at the Ministry of
Public Works beceame opera-
tional with the assistance of the
Linited Nations Development
Program, having the responsibil-
ity to prepare, first of all, a Mas-
ter Plan for Sana'a and develop-
ment plansfor various provineial
capitals. But, given the condi-
tions of the time, the planning

rocess for several years was
argely based on securing a ring
road system and creating subdi-
vision plans in the form of
neighborhood units that could be
provided with essential services
and connected to a collector-
street system. Such a basis [or
land development was still being
%pplied in 1199() (FI1G.17).

¥ 1990 the basic planning
documents for Yemen's largest
towns were still the master pfans
comumissioned in 1978 from a
foricgn consulting firm. In
Sana‘a these envisioned sectoral
development cxtending {rom the
densely built-up core, with each
seclor eql_lined with 4 central
commiercial zone and govern-
ment offices designed according
to a recognizable Weslern
"plaza” model. Peripheral sites
werc designated for institutional
use, industry . refuse disposal,
and restricted development, his-
torical -protection districts were
established in the Old City and
the former jewish quarter of Al
Qa‘a. The charge of implement-
ing these plans fell to the Main
Cities Planning Department of
the -Ministry of Municipalitics
and Housing, andvthere were re-

‘portedly many ditficulties in the

enforcement process.

The next step in counirywide
municipal planning was the crea-
tion in 1981 of a "Sccondary City
Section", concentrating on the
preparation of master plans for
secondary cities. The aim of this
program was local development
through decentralization and the
training of local planning offic-
ers. Municipal cngagement with
the development process also
increased during this period to
include such additional respon-
sibilities as laying down streel
and inflrastructural networks, col-
lection and disposal of refuse,
and administration of new build-
ing-permit requirements.

In the traditional model, streets
spaces had not seemed to be the
object of much special concern,
their aesthetic quality was gencr-
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EDITORIAL|  prRST CONFERENCE FOR

ARAB ARCHITECTS
WE SEEK TO BE TRUE

Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

Architects after making all possible trials by the Arab Architectural Or

ganizations to convene this conference in which the Arab Architects will
meet for the first time in Egypt. Many trials were made previously cither, to
establish the Union of Arab Architects, which was not supported by some archi-
tects who have no organizaiions to help them to do so, or to hold the Conference
of the Arab Architectural Association which was not encouraged by some archi-
tects who belong to professional syndicates. And so all the trials failed due to
the different forms of architectural organizations in Arab couvntrics, that weak-
cned the invitation to establish the Union of Arab Architects or even a confer-
ence [or Arab Architcctural Associations. The solution [or this problem was the
invitation to the First Conlerence for Arab Architects, similar to the invitation
that came from the Center of Planning and Architectural Studies (CPAS) to
organize the First Conference for Egyptian Architects in 1985, The invitation to
organize the first Conference for Arab Architects, coming also from (CPAS).
will perhaps be supported by Arab countrics. There was a deal between CPAS
and the Arab Association for Development which organizes the annual Building
Exhibition- inter built- Lo prepare for this first conference by inviting the inter-
ested organizations, institutes, associations, companies and Arab Universities,
besides a number of well-known Arab Architects as main speakers in the con-
[erence, and participants with rescarches in two ficlds:
First : Architectural Education, which includes the formation of Arab architect,
architectural heritage in the educational operations, lormation of Urban plan-
ner, professional practice in educational operation, and architecture for the poor.
Second; Professional practice, which includes methods of preparation for pro-
fessional practice, rules and methods of professional practice, responsibilities
of professional organizations and their ability to meet the obligations. also, pro-
(essional relations between Arab organization, and activities of writing and pro-
fessional publications. An architectural exhibition [or works thal gained rewards
from Arab Cities Organizalion or Aghu-Khan Organization [or [slamic Archi-
tecture or others, is to be held during the conference. Tn the same time, the
company organizing the conterence and exhibition intends to show productions
of the building industry for many International and Arab companics to complete
the informative aspect, enriching the mind with work and production, This trial
is a continuity of elfort done o gather Arab archilects 10 get acquainted with
each other, exchange experience and to cooperate in their works. We hope lor
this conference to go on and settle as a continuous activity held every year or,
cven every two, in an Arab country, and to be adopted by an Arab organization
for its benefit to spread science, knowledge and cooperation that copes with the
Arab renaissance, and to gather scattered Arab efforts through confercnees for
economic development or urban development, especially that the arca is reach-
ing a difficult stage starting by the application ol the terms of GATT Orguniza-
tion which aims at freedom of international trade, work, and employment of
expericnees and different specializations. This will make the Arab World face
many challenges in different sciences and arts, and offer the consultative sery-
ices by the most recent scientific methods, and the most advanced management
systems, So we have Lo prepare [or this now belore the architect becomes only a
follower and not an active member in the movement of Architectural and Urban
Development on the Tocal and international levels especially after the term uni-
versality has appeared in national economies, that results in hard competi-
tion between advanced and developing countrics. When Arab architects look at
their future they-have to meel to discuss their architectural reality with the cur-
rent international changes. The competition becomes a necessity for which the
Arab architect should be prepared for, wheiher in the liled of design, construe-
tion, or projects management and their requirements ol the most advanced sys-
tems and cquipment. Now it is obvious that it is very necessary for the Arab
architects to mect and study the future of architects in the First Conference will
be a step in building the urban furure in the Arab world which will face the
expected competitions [rom all over the world, when the freedom of trade and
experiences are practiced. ##

The dream is about to came true by holding the first conference tfor Arab




Yasmirco gl g—=,ou

. e
. -

Daiken R § B4 e

praiot |y R VTR T Sl Gl pras aaaliS 3aae 5l
wgeall Ujsle - alaill Gigally Seluil- dyidl y @Sl - J5tal
bL___t.n.U Lndu.n—é:a_,aJJ LJL;.Q L‘I-'&'-,Hﬂ-—“.)—"'l.?-‘JlJ
‘MERMET
J—.'U' u“blA J—.‘:‘-i-“ O bila ABX) Drbond Gypsum & Gypsurs Products Indusiries L,
Gasall polie — Joidl 4 plaall ' '

SEALSKIN
Sl dly P.V.C ;‘JJLAC,.ang. fiARvY

=
L] et

£ s iy SEtenat Gyrsn IS

DAN PAL » = Chicago Metallic
SK{’ LIGHT Tummg Rocks to Walls ‘_,.n.I;I.ICL..a.IL .!:i_;dl
Oll¥] dasa s QJMI Gla clbasdl olsay Luca Ciduly gkl yd calladf u ;

L sleadl o/l tsall - Gtsa, Talisl] wla i 5
el lalecalle wlalaa «Goliidle L jlazll 5,1

YOUVNYE : LuSLo YOAYOA. /YOIWNYE : o B,mlill — Gudd gy galan— wisb Ll Cili— Galas¥l g ,La YV
27 AL ANDALUS HELIOPOLIS - CAIRO TEL.: 2567334/2593580 FAX: 2567334






Schindler

The Swiss Elevator and Escalator Company

Leadership Through Service

Schindler @

Today we move 500,000,000 people.
Tomorrow we will do it again.

SCHINDLER LTD.

Type of Product : Elevator & Escalator sales, installation, repair, maintenance & modernization.
Managing Director: Khaled Shedid

Address : 17 Syria St., Mohandessin - Giza - Egypt

Contact Numbers: 303 8718/19 - Fax: 346 0950






