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PPC Transparency ink jet film
A4 Size - 50 Sheets - Price = 80.00 Pounds
OHP transparencies

Glossy white ink jet film

A4 Size - 50 Sheets - Price = 99.00 Pounds _

Adhesive film ink jet

A4 Size - 50 Sheets - Price = 146.00 Pounds
s

Photocopy film
Drafting film
Size 0.914cm x 30m - Price = 520.00 Pounds

A4 Size & Rolls
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adobe palaces such as
that of Qasr al-Murabba,
in Riyadh, which in
former days provided
both strong defense and
a natural insulation
against the fierce heat of
day and the night's pen-
etrating chill, can be seen
standing as a historical
remainder of the King-
dom's early days.

In this area too can the
black tents of the bedouin
still be seen. The beit al-
sha'r or "house of hair",
has over the centuries
proven its ingenuity
against the severe climatic
conditions of the desert.
Not only does the black
tent have to. provide
shade from the sun but it
also must give protection
against the cold, wind,
sand and dust. Although
the balck wool absorbs
heat, the loose weave lets
the heat disperse making
the interior much cooler.
Even though the weave
of the wall cloth is loose,
when it rains the yarn
swells, closing up the
holes, while the natural
oiliness of the goat's hair
further repels the rain. As
the open weave of the
walls is designed to let
the breeze in the roof of

the tent has an aerody-
namic shape to prevent it
blowing away on windy
days.

This kind of innate wis-
dom in finding appropri-
ate and practical solu-
tions to the problems of
housing extends to the
other regions of the
kingdom too. The tradi-
tional style of housing

found in Jeddah offers .

another example. Here

houses were built very
tall to catch the regular
sea breeze and to create
upward druaghts with
their temperature differ-
entials. Without a good
quality building stone,
the past builders, relying
on available materials,
turned to coral lime-
stone, which although
porous and compara-
tively soft, still seemed
the natural answer.

iva residential building located
on corniche Bl maad' di

iplanmng d designing of miami
sl ch is located on 16th.

 procediires combines the Sasen.
_szanuan {mrk:sh}and

for ‘an ‘environmental’ ‘access in’
order to plan. the new urban
compleﬁms. 5
Dr. Mohamed Abdelbakl Ibrahlm




The wonders of technol-
ogy, which in many cases
have altered traditional
patterns of life and have
often led to a breakdown
of the traditional values
of society are, in Saudi
Arabia, being applied
with considerable care
and concern to insure the
preservation of its cul-
tural heritage. Here, one
feels, the formidable
traits of a society fash-
ioned by desert life and a
deep commitment to Is-
lam will not simply dis-
appear like wind blown
tracks in the sand.

In respoding to the chal-
lenge of the 20th century
Saudi Arabia has
benefitted from the
knowledge and traditions
of Islam and thé deep in-
sight and personal vision
of its rulers. Its citizens
still have direct access to
the monarchy, with the
traditional malis serving
as a direct point of con-
tact. Through this sys-
tem, the Kingdom's citi-
zens are encouraged to
participate in the process
of decision-making. Like
other enlightened coun-
tries certainly the most
important resource being
developed in Saudi Ara-
bia today is the people
themselves.
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Out of this culture, the
arts have evolved on
similar lines, combining
utility with beauty and
modernity with tradition.
Passing through the vari-
ous regions of Saudi Ara-
bia, one truly witnesses a
"unity in diversity" as
each area of the country
has come to develop its
own particular forms of
traditional arts and crafts
in accordance with its
needs. Nowhere is this
more true than in the
various architectural de-
signs and vernacular
styles of building to be
found in the country.

In the Nejd one finds a
great variety of dwell-
ings. The thick walled



dom's overnight meta-
morphosis into a modern
country, confidently
poised to enter the 21st
Century. As a historical,
cultural and family exhi-
bition, it represents what
for many will be their

first comprehensive view
of life in Saudi Arabia.
Exhibits ranging from
4.000 year old pre-Is-
lamic monuments to
some of the most spec-
tacular examples of ar-
chitecture of the 20th

century will be on dis-
play. After opening in
London between the 29th
of July and the 10th of
August it will then travel
to Paris in the autumn.
Forty tons of sand are
being flown in from
Riyadh, along with five
11 ft. palm trees to help
recreate a desert scene,
complete with black
tents, a centuries-old well
and several camels.

A massive dome, hous-
ing a vision of modern
Rivadh with computer-
ized lighting effects
forms a part of this am-
bitious project designed
to acquaint visitors with
Saudi Arabia.

In the fifty years that
Riyadh has been a mu-
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nicipality, Saudi Arabia
has grown to become a
modern nation. In fact
Riyadh itself has, in the
last ten years alone, in-
creased in size from fifty
square kilometres to
some 1600 square kilo-
metres, making it the
fastest growing city in the
Middle East.

As the capital of a coun-
try that holds one-third of
the of the world's known
oil reserves and one that
experiences a major in-
fluence on international
trade and business, it
ranks among the most
important capitals of the
world. And yet until the
early 1950's, it was still a
desert city of mud-brick
palaces surrounded by
heavy mud wall fortifica-
tions. In these past fifty
years, Saudi Arabia has
progressed from a pasto-
ral society to a techno-
logically advanced mod-
ern state with full and
free education and health
services, rich farm lands
and sophisticated sys-
tems of communication.
The benefits of oil wealth
in the barren desert have
transformed areas where
survival itself was often
a struggle against a harsh
environment into lands of
much comfort and ease.



Experiencing
the Art
of Saudi
Arabia

(Part1)

Ovedeo Salazar

From: Mimar Magazine

0 many people

unfamiliar with

the tremendous
progress that has oc-
curred in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, in recent
years, the first image that
comes to mind is synony-
mous with the orientalist
painting of a succession
of unrelieved, undulating
sand dunes, mirages and
camel caravans. True as
this perception might
have been in the past
(Saudi Arabian culture
goes back 6000 years)
there is certainly much
more to it today. One
must be prepared for
many surprises on the
road to discovering Saudi
Arabia as itis now. To al-
low the "Saudi Experi-

ence” to unfold, one must
drop all the preconcep-
tions of the desert king-
dom they might have for
there are a great many
achievements to the
country's credit in the
relatively short period
since the kingdom's es-
tablishment.

Saudi Arabia is unique
for a number of reasons.
The first and foremost of
these is the fact that it is
the heartland of Islam
privileged with the pres-
ence of the two holiest
cities of Makkahand
Madinah. And it is to
Makkah that the world's
1,0000 million Muslims
turn daily to prayer.
Riyadh, the seat of gov-
ernment, is the nerve cen-
tre uniting a country over
four times larger than any
state in Western Europe,
typifies to a great extent,
Saudi Arabia itself, As a
microcosm of the coun-
try, Riyadh has witnessed
many of the events that
have shaped the country's

history and has played a
vital role in the develop-
ment of the kingdom.
Today, it continues to
serve as a focal point for
many of its activities.
Strategically placed in a
rich oasis in a hollow of
the great plateau of Cen-
tral Arabia and sur-
rounded by palm groves,
this "garden city", as the
name Riyadh implies, re-
flects in its architecture
and daily life, Saudi Ara-
bia's past history as well
as its future aspirations.
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Within the city, urban life
mingles with the vigor-
ous spirit of the desert
nomad nurturing the na-
tional traditions and
building a balanced con-
temporary environment.
It seems only natural that,
at a time when the diplo-
matic missions of the in-
ternational community
are moving to the capital,
the city itself should be
chosen to serve as a cul-
tural ambassador in the
form of a huge multi-
media exhibition.
"Riyadh - yesterday and
Today" is set to visit sev-
eral European capitals
over the next few months
and should provide a
unique opportunity for
people to share some-
thing of the "Saudi Expe-
rience" The desert king-




EDITORIAL

(II) The problem of
architectural criticism

Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

ur intellectual activity in construction and deconstruction has be
Ocomc absurd and in a state of confusion, a fact unaccepted by our
| cultural reality. This is the way how the critics see the problem of
literary criticism, a case that is similar to the problem of criticism in archi-
tecture being influenced by the west with its theories and terms and
deriving from its own culture, Therefore the Arab architectural criticism lost
its historical and cultural identity which is rich in philosophy and scicnces
that have enlightened the way to the western civilisation, The Arab architec-
tural critics have missed the philosophy of Faraby and Ibn-Rushd {Averroes)
and the science of Ibn-Sina and Ibn-Gabr, the knowledge of Ibn-Khaldoon
and Al-Bokhary and Al-Tormothy and Al-Ghazaly and other Moslem and
Arabic scholars who have enriched the Arab civilization. Their rich knowl-
edge is considered the base on which is built the Arab culture extending to
the present and future with all its conflicting elements. The architecl can
form his own vision that expresses himself while closely related to the con-
tinuous and ever changing body of tradition as there is no marked separation
between the consecutive different civilisations. There is a kind of continuity
among all the cultural changes and contradictions throughout the different
ages, this continuity should be analysed to be used by the critic. The modern
critic of architecture should use the tool of construction and deconstruction
to deal with architecture in terms of space and time as a cultural product
expressing its intellectual reality. Architecture is unlike other artistic prod-
ucts outside which man can live and to which he can be attached or detached
but it is a state of a continuous existence with man whether outside or inside
it, affecting and being affected by him, Archilecture is not like a book or a
picture that any one can take it or leave it, but it has an imposing existence.
The critic here is not dealing with the absolute but with reality because ar-
chitecture is a functional work. He applies the theories in analysing the ar-
chitectural work by submitting it fo a magnifyer and using the tools of con-
struction and deconstruction to show what is false and what is genuine and
to discover the duality of intellectual loyalty that prevails in criticism in the
Arab world. The architectural work may be sometimes considered an indi-
vidual product and some other times considered a communal need, accord-
ingly architectural criticism differs from literary criticism that considers the
artistic product an individual creation and a personal expression influenced
by the social and intellectual environment.
The question to be raised is: Can we consider the architectural work an indi-
vidual product or a communical need? In case we consider the architectural
work an individual creation and a personal expression influenced by the
social and intellectual environment product, the approach of architectural
criticism will be similar to that of literary criticism. But if we consider the
architectural work a communical product, then we will need different criti-
cal terms.
Here emerges the need of architectural criticism as a major subject (o be
taught in the college of Enginecring. How can we use the construction {ools
in criticising the architectural work ?
This theory of criticism could be applied on the architectural work and inay
be developed as part of architecture education, The tools of criticism whether
construction or deconstruction could be applied also on architectural work.
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