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end of the 12th century in
the courtyard of the Great
Mosque, the Quwwat ul-
Islam, yet it was not just
simply a minaret. It can be
regarded once more as a
"Victory Tower", symbol-
ising the superiority of Is-
lam over all other reli-
gions in India.

No tomb or victory towers
were erected in later centu-
ries or certainly not in
present times. Minarets of
course still play an impor-
tant role in Mosque archi-
tecture. Although the mu-
ezzin of our time does not
climb up the minarets five
times a day, rather he uses
the loudspeakers or in some
places presses the button of
the tape-recorder. In mod-
ern architecture of the Near
and Middle East, towers
assumed entirely new and
different roles. They may
be used as water-towers,
restaurants or for telecom-
munication, or for the com-
bination of all of these.
Well-known is circular
tower, the Burj of Cairo in
Zamalek Built in the mid-
fifties, it has a revolving
platform which is used as a
restaurant. It also has a
viewing platform. Very
quickly this tower became
a popular focal point of
Cairo, not only for the in-
habitants, but for the visi-
tors of Cairo as well.
Three similar towers were

built along the seaside in
Kuwait. In shape they are
entirely different from that
in Cairo. In the central part
they are formed as globes.
Two of these towers serve
as water-tanks, while the
third one, just as the one in
Cairo, has a revolving res-
taurant platform. It became
a favourite meeting and eat-
ing point of the Kuwaities.
Recently a tender appeared
for a tower that is going to
be built in Saudi Arabia
which will have several
practical functions. It is
supposed to be used first of
all as a telecommunication
tower, but also for cultural
functions providing space
for an art gallery, leisure
centre, and a restaurant
along with a revolving
viewing platform. An inter-
esting proposition for this
tower was submitted by Dr.
Basil Bayati, a wellknown
Iraqi architect, living in
Britain . Dr. Bayati's fa-
vourite from is the plam-
tree and, it is this plam-tree
concept that was fully used
in his design.

Plam-trees have always
been significant for com-
munication, even as early
as the beginning of Islam.
In those days plam-trees
provided a high point from
which the faithful could be
called for prayer, but they
also served as watch-tow-
ers to give early warning of

an attack by the infidels.
In modern times, a plam-
tree shape can be fully ex-
ploited by installing all the
necessary mechanical
equipment that such a tower
requires. In fact, the tree-
shape is divided into several
different units. The very top
with the slender and tall an-
tennae of course is used as
a TV aerial, while the up-
per leaves, saaf in Arabic
may function as telecom-
munication discs. The
lower leaves contain water
tanks and plant rooms, Fur-
ther below are the bunches
of dates. Their shape is ideal
for the lifts. Accordingly,
the side of the tower, thus
providing an excellent view
to the visitors going up or
coming down. Just above
and between these lifts
shafts we can observe the
revolving platform for the
restaurant and for the circu-
lar patio offering an obser-
vation area. Below these
two platforms will be ar-
ranged the areas for the gal-
leries, exhibition halls and
possibly even for shops.
On the ground floor there
are seven entrances, repre-
senting the seven divisions
of the tower. Thus the en-
tire concept of this tel-
ecommunication tower
tries to combine the tradi-
tions of Islamic architec-
ture with modern tastes
and requirernents. #§
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malwiyya and appear to be
copies of the much earlier
ziggurats which were
erected in Iraq Babylonian
times. Both of these
malwiyyas are standing on
a large square socle which
are decorated by a row of
arched recesses on the
sides. The round tower
stands on this socle sur-
rounded by the rempart
which is winding around it
in an anticlockwise direc-
tion. The malwiyya of the
Mosque of Abu Dulaf is
over 25 m high.

The shape of minarets was
quite different in the east-
ern Islamic world. Instead
of the earlier Syrian and
western type based on a
square shaft, they built cy-
lindrical, upward tapering
tall towers with one or two
balconies on top. They
were mostly erected and
decorated with bricks and,
from the late 12th century
onwards also with glazed
tiles. An early example of
these cylindrical minarets
is at Sangbast in northeast-
ern Iran, some 30 km east
of Meshhed. This minaret
was most likely built dur-
ing the 11th century.

This type of minaret has
greatly determined the
shape of future minarets not
only in Iran, but also all
over in Central Asia and
India. They have also
served as models for the

J.8
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later Ottoman minarets
which have that distinct,
pencil-shaped shafts with
one or more balconies-on
their upper parts. Occasion-
ally we find even three bal-
conies, like e.g. in the Uch
Sherefeli Mosque in
Edirne. The mosque actu-
ally got its name from the
minarets since Uch
sherefeli means "three bal-
conies”. This mosque, to-
gether with its minarets was
built between 1438 and 47.
From the late 10th century
onwards towers assumed
another role in Islamic

architecture. They were
not only used as minarets
of mosques, but also as
tomb towers. The origin of
such function for towers
may be traced back to Ro-
man times. Nevertheless in
Islamic architecture the ear-
liest such tower dates from
the beginning of the 1l1th
century A.D. That is the
tower at Gunbad-i Qabus,
near the Caspian Sea,
which was built for Qabus
ibn Vashmgir. It has a star-
shaped plan with truncated
slightly tapering sides and
a conical top. From then on
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tomb towers became popu-
lar in Iran and in Central
Asia. Equally impressive is
the tower of Tughril at
Rayy, near Tehran which
was erected in 1139-40. Its
shape clearly imitates that
of Gunbad-i Qabus, but it
is not as tall, rather wider
in its diameter.

There are two tall towers
surviving outside Ghazna in
Afghsnistan. Although they
are called "minarets”, yet
they were never attached to
any building which at once
rules out the possibility that
they were used for such a
purpose. It is rather be-
lieved that they were some
kind of victory towers, built
by the Ghaznavid rulers.
Today only the lower star-
shaped part survives but
originally they also had a
cylindrical upper part
which can be seen on early
photographs. They were
built of bricks and deco-
rated with geometrical pat-
terns and calligraphic
bands. The earliest of the
two was built by Masud III,
who reigned between 1098
and 1115, while the later
one was the work of
Bahramshah, who ruled be-
tween 1117 and 1149.

The tomb towers of Iran
and the victory tower of
Afghanistan must have in-
fluenced the builders of
the Qutub Minar in Delhi.
It was built towards the



church towards the end of
the 4th century A.D. The
Christians built a tower at
each corner of the building.
It was these four corner
towers which became the
first minarets of Islam.
Only one of these four
minarets survives today,
that on the southwest cor-
ner. The rest have disap-
peared a long time ago.
These towers in Damascus
had a square shaft and that
is why all early minarets
had the same shape.

In southeastern Turkey,
some 40 km south of the

city of Urfa and just a few
km north of the Syrian bor-
der, is the ancient city of
Harran. Harran, it is
claimed, was the city of
Abraham. It played an im-
portant role in early Islamic
times and towards the end
of the Umayyad period,
during the reign of Marwan
II (744-50), it became the
capital of the Empire but
only for a short time. Its
first great mosque must
have been built at the same
time, but it was enlarged
and altered several times in

later dates. This mosque,

just as all the other build-
ings of this city, are now in
ruing, but its minaret is still
standing except the top. It
is suggested by several
scholars, that the lower part
of this minaret dates from
Umayyad times, while the
upper part was added dur-
ing the 12th or 13th century.
In Egypt and North Africa
minarets retained the origi-
nal form, i.e. they have
square vertical shafts with
one or tow balconies on
top. One of the earliest
minarets in North Africa is
in the Great Mosque at
Qayrawan, to which refer-
ence has already been
made. As mentioned above,
it was suggested that this
minaret was erected by Sidi
Ugba at the very beginning
of the 8th century A.D. It
is, however, mentioned by
several Arab authors,
among them the geogra-
pher al-Bakri, who active
during the 11th century,
that the minaret of the Great
Mosque of Qayrawan was
built during the reign of the
Umayyad Caliph al-
Hisham (724-44), between
724-27. This minaret is
three storeys high, its total
height being 32m or 105
feet. Only the two lower
storeys were built by
Hisham, while the top one,
together with the domed
pavilion, was added during
the 13th century.
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There are two remarkable
monumental minarets in
Iraq which were erected in
Samarra, some 100 km
north of Baghdad. Samarra
became the capital of the
Empire during the
Abbasids, who succeeded
the Umayyads. It remained
the capital only for a short
period, between 836 and
883 A.D. Two large
mosques were built there
during this period: the
Great Mosque and the
Mosque of Abu Dulaf.
Both of these mosques
have unusually large mina-
rets which have no internal .
staircase but an outside
ramp which is winding up
on the outside until it ends
in a domed pavilion on the
top. These two minarets are
known under the name of
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owers or as they are

called in Arabic,

manar, in plural
manaret, appeared in Is-
lamic architecture at very
early times. There are, how-
ever, conflicting views as to
exactly where, when and by
whom were the first mina-
rets built. Some historians
claim that the very first
minaret was built by Sidi
Ugba at Qayrawan in Tuni-
sia as early as 84 A H/A.D.
703. This statement has,
however, been questioned
by several scholars. What is
certain is that during the life-
time of the Prophet there
were no minarets yet. While
the Prophet and his follow-
ers were living in Medina,
which was between 621 and
632 A.D., the faithful were
called to prayer from the
roof of one of the tall build-
ings which was close to the
Prophet's house.
It appears that it was dur-
ing the reign of the
Ummayad Caliph al-Walid
(705-15) when towers were
used for the first time for
calling to prayer. It was in
Damascus, which at that

Geva Fehervari

time was the capital of the
Ummayyad Empire, that al-
Walid took over the Great
Church of Damascus and
transformed .it into a
mosque. The church which
originally was a pagan tem-
ple and was used by the Ro-
mans, became a Christian
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EDITORIAL

(I) Introduction to
Architectural Criticism

Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

has its bases and rules in art and literature, even literary criticism has become a main

subject in the educational operation. Criticism does not necessarily mean seeking
defects and qualities, nor clarifying negative and positive points in the architectural work
but it is seen under two forms, the first one deals with the architectural work as an art form
and the second deals with it as an environmental product. Here literary theories are related to
the first form while the bases and fundamentals of the qualitative and quantitative evaluation
are classified under the second form. Consequently, it is possible to set critical theories and
evaluation to be applied on both forms. We do not consider every published article a literary
work nor every drawing on paper an artistic work. If we look at the architectural work in
itself and its artistic value we find that it should have the minimum limit of understanding
architecture as an art having its own schools, trends, roots and expressions. This means that
not every constructed piece of architecture is considered an architectural work from the artis-
tic point of view, but it is a constructed form to be submitted to the quantitative and qualita-
tive evaluation with no relation either to intellectual trends nor to theoretical criticism.
To consider how far we can apply literary theoretical criticism in architecture as a compre-
hensive art, we begin by viewing the bases of literary criticism. First we find Plato in the 4th
century B.C. who considered poetry inferior to any other human activity such as philosophy.
This is because he himself is mainly a philosopher. He has two contradictory views of the
nature of poetry as an art form. The first view expresses his belief of poetry or art as inspira-
tion in which man is passive. The impact of the artist on the audience is similar to the power
of a magnet over metals. The other opposed view sees art as an imitation and in this connec-
tion he divides the universe into three realms: the first one is the residence of permanent truth
and perfect beauty because it belongs to God. The second realm represents the material world
in which objects are passing and changeable and are only imitation of the ideal forms found
in the first realm. In the third one we find art that is an imitation of the objects existing in the
second realm. So Plato reaches his conclusion by saying that since art is an imitation of an
imitation therefore it is inferior to other human activities. Then comes Aristotle with a differ-
ent vision of the nature of art, he believes that art is superior to real life because it has an
artistic structure and form. He defines art (or poetry) as an imitation of what is found in real
life, yet it is not an exact copy or a duplication but it is an artistic representation which has its
own organic structure, and self-sufficient world in which every element is probable and nec-
essary to the whole organic unity to the extent that if one element is dismissed or dislocated,
the whole structure will collapse. Plato’s and Aristotle's ideas were subject to many studies
and analyses throughout the ages and used as reference by many scholars.
We have in the sixteenth century the beginning of Neoclassicism with its interest in human
values. Philip Sidney defines art as an imitation but he means a creation of an ideal world in
order to teach morality. His main concern is moral improvement and he considers the artista
moral teacher. Then came Dryden who believes art an imitation for the delight and instruc-
tion of mankind. In the nineteenth century we find romantic artists defining art as a spontane-
ous expression and not an imitation.
In the 20th century we have T.S. Eliot focussing on tradition and individual talent and the
close relationship between the past and the present, the importance of studying tradition as a
whole with its different cultural aspects and the development of its intellectual trends though
they differ from time to time , The artist acquires a comprehensive sense of tradition that is a
continuous changing living movement in which the past is related to the present in arenewed
perspective. In this case, criticism is objective and not subjective nor related to the personal-
ity of the artist. The critic examines the details to complete the whole picture of the work of
art revealing the reconciliation of opposites. Analysis is considered a critical tool as Dr. Abdel
Aziz Hammouda states in "the convex mirror” which magnifies any thing whether it is true or
false according to the angles of reflection on the surface of the mirror. The critic used con-
struction and deconstruction as tools for this purpose. Dr. Hammouda maintains that some
critics failed to reconcile the Arab with the western modemism and here lies their crisis. It is
a duality of loyality for both tradition and contemporaneity that they tried to hide for years.
This duality explains the separation and the existing contradiction between Arab and Western
contemporaneity. The critical terminology in the West cannot be grasped without understand-
ing the history of its philosophy and intellectual thought. This means that the Western con-
temporaneity is a product of a different tradition from the Arab one. Dr. Hammouda states
that the Arab critics failed to establish a true Arab contemporaneity as they also failed in their
endeavour to find a new critical termonology of their own that has its source in the Arab
reality and they also failed in purifying the imported terminology from its cultural western
traces. Our intellectual effort in construction and deconstruction has become a kind of an
intellectual confusion that cannot be accepted by our cultural reality.

ﬁ rchitectural criticism is still absent among urban sciences though criticism in general
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