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Company :

Contact Person :

AGD : Arabian Groub for Development s.a.e  AMember of The Arab Union of International Exhibitions & Conferences
56 Riyadh St., Mohandiseen, Giza, Egypt. P.O.Box : 82 Embaba - Giza.
Tel.: 3046007 - 3046049 3031640 3037257 Fax : (202) 3046007 Alex Office : (203) 5705568 Fax : (203) 5712180
Email.: info@agd-exhibitions.com Visit us at http://www.agd-exhibitions.com
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"hoch" in Arabic, which can also mean
court .

In the fourteenth century the Mamluks =

had started to build magnificent tombs,
which from this period onwards no long-
er constituted a mere mausoleum but real
architectural complexes. The Barqouq
Khanga, for example, built for Nasr al
Din Farg in the Qaitby cemetery between
1400-1411, was adorned with two mau-
soleums (one for his father and one for
himeself) and a sabil Kuttab.

The town of Qaitby, which had lent its
pame to the cemetery, was built in 1472
and was also a good example of a true ur-
ban complex. It contained a mausoleum
with a sabil-kuttab, a rab (collective
houses and shops), a maq'ad (reception
hall) and a drinking-trough, and was all
enclosed by a wall, of which the portals
still exist.

These two types of constructions, with
the school and the fountain on the one
band, and the theological school and the
houses on the other, show that the tradi-
tion of living in a cemetery probably
goes back a very long way, but it was
certainly within a different context.
Cairo in the 1800's

At the start of the nineteenth century,
just before the arrival of Mohammad Ali,
the town had still retained its medieval
features. It measured 793 hectares in area
and even 883 hectares if you included its
two ports, Bulag, in the north and Hisr
(in ancient Cairo) in the south . It had
263,700 inhabitants. The town itself -
that is from north-east to north-west -
was 2400 metres wide with a circumfer-
ence of 240.000 metres. A major axis
running from north to south divided the
town in two portions, and measured 4600
metres. From Bab Al-Hussayniya in the
north to Sayida Zainab in the south, sev-
enty ong gates protected the town. There
were a number of inner gates. Amongst
the exterior gates, twelve were important:
four in the south, two in the east, four in
the north and two in the west (today there
are only two gates in the north, Bab al-
Futuh and Bab al-Nasr and one inner
gate, Bab Zuwaylah). Although the gates
no longer exist, some of the districts
have still kept their names (Bab al-Hadid,
Bab al-Lug, bab al-Wazir...).

There were twelve lakes on the outskirts
of the town, of which the two largest
were the Al-Azbakiya lake and the Al-
Fil.

Cairo was divided into 53 boroughs
(harah), linked by eight major roads:
three longitudinals (the most important
one being the main north-south axis) and
five transversals, three of which ran from
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7. Sabil-Kutlab Qayibay, 1479 8. Taghr Bardi Mosque, 1440

a. Almas Mosque, 1329.
b. Yachbak Palace.

¢. Qanibay Mosque, 1413.
d. Khanga Chaykhou, 1355,
e. Sabil Amir Abdaliah, 1719.
f. Bitof Kinidiya, 1631

Bit Amna Bent Salim, 1540.
g. Lagin Mosque, 1449.

h. Sabil Yousof Bey, 1634.
i. Sabil al Monastirly, 1714.
J. Sayida Zainab Mosque,
1883,

k. Sabii-Kuttab Sultan
Mostafa, 1759. ;
1. Bayt al Sinnary, 1794.
the Nile to the citadel. The town was sur-
rounded by gardens, orchards and two
large cemeteries, which stretched over an
area, half the size of the town itself.

Two canals flowed on the west, one bor-
dering the town and called Khalij Moui-
minin and the second was sitnated be-
tween the first and the Nile.

Some parts of the surrounding wall of
the town, as it stood in the twelfth centu-
ry (under Salah al-Din), was engulfed by
the north and westward expansion of the
town, whereas the eastern and southern
boundaries remained intact. This ancicnt
wall, that is no longer in its complete
form, was made up of a large wall forti-
fied by round and square-shaped towers
and equipped with gates, many of which
had watch-towers and turrets. Inside the
town, different ethnic communities were
grouped together in districts, each con-
taining their own place of worship, like
the Coptic quarters, Haral al-Nasara, in
the south of Azbakiyah square, the Greek
quarters, Harat al-Roum, in the east of
Sakhariya, the jewish quarters. Harat al-
Yahoud, between the Qalawun maristan
and al-Muski, where there were ten syna-
gogues (all located in very narrow
streets), and finally Harat al-Afrang on
the west of the canal next to al-Muski,
where the Catholic churches were situated«..
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eenth century:
the first, on the

east, started

from Bab Zu- )
waylah and rejoined the citadel by pass-
ing Al-Darb Al-Ahmar and Tabbana, and
the second was the continuation of the
principal axis of the town from Bab Zu-
waylah to the old town of Ibn Tulun and
ending up in Fustat. Inside the town it-
self, the Ottomans carried out some
quite important works like the one at-
tributed to Emir Radwan Bey (1736),
which stood to the south of Bab Zuwiy-
al and ran along the principal axis,
called, at this section, "(QQasabt Radwan",
This urban complex, a large part of
which still exists today, comprised of a
palace, rab's (on both sides of the
street), a wekala and an indoor market.
The urban development of the district
went hand in hand with a surge in eco-
nomic activities, which can be seen by
the emergence of a large number of
commercial buildings.

Whithin the town, around the main
axis, trading increased and hence the
number of wekalas, khans and caravan-
serais did also, to the extent, that the
rich traders and emirs were forced to flee
the town to settle in more spacious dis-
tricts on the west, where they were able
to build large residential homes and gar-
dens. On the outside, new market places
sprung up in the residential quarters and
the two axes linking the town to Bulaq
developed into important commercial
poles. :

The cemeteries

The cemeteries of "The cities of the
dead" - now changed to "The cities of
the dead and the fiving" (as some people
now live there - which is a controversial
matter in Cairo, as elsewhere), present-
ed, for a very long (ime, an interesting
aspect from an architectural and urbanis-
tic point of view. Two of them were
particularly important as they contained
a large number of historical monu-
ments: the Qaitbay cemetery on the
east, and the Im-
mam al Chafei
in the south of
the ancient Fa-
timid city. They
occupied a
sandy, desert
area, at the foot
of the Mugattam
heights, outside
the walls of the
old town. Today

1125

1839 al-Aqmar mosque,

1744
8 M sa-mausoleurn Qald'un, 1284

a modern artery that runs parallel (o the
aqueduct separates the cemeteries from
the wall.

The cemeteries are today real cities laid
out in a grid formation. The tombs lie at
ground level of the mausolea, whose
forms lend themselves to habitation, and
even to building upon them, so that sim-
ple transformation render them liveable,
These "homes of the dead" are calle

7. Beshiak Palacs, 1334

200m

10. Sabil-Kuttab
Muhammad Ali, 1828

9. Madrasa an-Nasr
Muhammad, 1235

44l 21k

el N

21. Wakala Wagf al-Haramam, 1856

23. Collective housing 1950

a. Madrasa Kamiliya,
1225-1752.

b. Mosgue Madrasa
Barquoug, 1384.

¢. Qa'ada Katkhoda, 1545.
d. Madrasa Zahir Baibars,
1262.

€. Madrasa Safifh Ayyoub,
1243.

f. Sabil-Kuttab Khosrou Pacha,
1535.

g. Hammam al Nahasin,
avant 1800,

h. Mosque Taghri Bardi,

16 C.

i. Wakala Sabil-Kuttab Garnal
al Din, 1637.

J. Wakala Badwiya Chahin,
18C.

k. Wakafa Odabachi, 1673.

I, Sabil-Kuttab Qitasbay,
1630.

m. Khanga Saaid al Saada,
1173

n. Mosgue-madrasa Ostadar,
1408.

0. Wakala Bazaraa, 17 C.

p. Madrasa Mitgal, 1348.

q. Madrasa Tatar al Higaziya,
1348.

r. Mausofée Sinan, 1585.

5. Mosgue Mahmoud
Moharrarn, 1792,

t. Palais Mosafirkhana, 1779.
u. Magaad Mamay.

v. Sabil Ahmad Pacha, 1864
w. Wakala Solayman Aqga,
1819.

et =i e
3. Sabii-Kuttab Sulayman
Aga, 1839

!
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Madrasa al-Ghar, 1504

to the Citadel, in turn, it was now
around the Qasaba, or (he principal axis
inside the Fatimid town that all the eco-
nomic and cultural activitics were con-
centrated. These activities took place
around the theological university of al-
Agzhar, that was not far from the complex
that Sultan Al-Ghuri had built in 1509,
The sixteenth century: Otto-
man Cairo

The appearance of Cairo did not change

LIV PR LT R A s T AR AR X B 115 5
15. Wakala Qdytbay, 1481 and al-Hakim Mosque, 990 18. Sabl-Kuttab Oda Bashi, 1673
16. Masjid al-Shohada, 19th

c.

17. Khandah al-Gashankir,
1305

19. Wakala Dhu'l-Figar, 1673
S

| 5 BaytMustaia Ga'far, 1713 and bayt as-Sihayna, 16481796 ~/{__ \"‘Lt
' Q;q%r/@;ﬁ\/ SR . (R
5 Bayt Sitt Wasfla, 1664

Bayt al-Herawi, 1731
Al-Azhar mosque, 870
Khan al-zarakisha, 16th c.

very much during the Ottoman era, which
lasted from 1517 to 1798. The expansion
that had started under the Mamluks con-
tinued and new districts that had started to
be settled in the thirteenth century grew
and their population rose. On the west,
where the town had already reached the
Khalij, the town spread even further to-
wards the Nile. The port of Bulaq became
even more important, and with the impe-
tus from new merchandise and trading

20. Mosque of Marzig
al-Ahmadi, 17th c.

b

Wakala al-Ghaor, 1504

with Europe, the Ottomans used it as a
transit port.

As a result of its location as a large com-
mercial centre and the focus of economic
activity, a number of wekalas, khans and
caravanserais as well as a shipyard
emerged and alongside it a number of re-
lated businesses blossomed. Construc-
tion work that had been started in this
western'section under the Mamluks and
the existence of two axes leading to Bu-
lag, only speeded up the growth and the
urbanisation of this region. Around the
Birkah al-Azbakiyya, a large number of
big residential houses were put up and it
became a leisure resort. The same applies
for the Nasiriyya district, which was near
Saiyda Zeinab and Birkat al-Fil: From
the cighteenth century onwards, the con-
struction boom gained further momen-
tum around and beyond the Khalij.

The southern districts that had also ex-
panded in the fourteenth century, sprcad
along the two urban axes in the ecight-

22§ Khan al-Khafil, 1511
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Al-Mouiz
Secteur sud

7. as-Salih Talg’' Mosque, 1160

8. Radwan-Bey Qasabah, 17th Century

g 58 10 2m
a. Hammam al Charaiby,
18th C.

b, Wakala al Charaibyi,
18th C.

¢. Baibars al Khayat
Mosque-mausoleum.

d. Wakala, 19th C.

e. Zawiya Farag ibn
Bargoug, 14086,

f. af Kordi Mosque,
1385.

g. Madrasa inalal
Youssofi, 1382,

f. Manzil Qavtbay,
1485.

i Zawiya Abbas, 19th C.
|. Madrasa Ganim al
Bahlaouan, 1478.

1. al-Kakanani mosque, 2. Bayt Ga.-f:a:é! bin al
1735 Dahibi, 1637

3. Mohammad Ali Sabil|{820
Tt TR

s =

the Fatimid rule and an important dis-
trict, called Hisainniyya, emerged on the
other side of the Bab al-Futuh and the
northern wall. This important district
continued to expand even later under the
Ottoman rule. The expansion was always
northwards along the historical axis. Sul-
tan Baybars had, in 1266-69, built a
large mosque in that district (whose only
remnant today is its wall which stands in
the Al-Zahir district). In the west, the ex-
pansion of the town was equally consid-
erable; large parts of the reclaimed land
on the other side of the Khalij were built
upon. In this land of marshes and canals,
parcels of land were distributed amongst
the emirs, who built large country hous-
es and gardens.

The extension of the western part of the
town started with constructions that de-
veloped around the two transversal axes,
which connected the Fatimid town to the
Khalij and beyond that to the Nile. In the
north, the extension started from Bal al-
Shairiyya towards Bab al-Bahar and con-
nected them to Bulag; the other, in the
south, started from Bab al-Kharg towards
Bab al-Luq and terminated in the same
port (Bulaq). This movement of expan-
sion eventually developed around the
marshes and the canals. The isle of Raw-
dah, on the west bank of the Nile also
witnessed the spread of country houses
and gardens.

Inside the town, once the two Fatimid
palaces had been destroyed (this demoli-
tion work had started under the
'Ayyubids), construction work mush-
roomed rapidly.

On the site of the two palaces, a number
of buildings were erected of which many
have survived and bear witness to the imn-
portance of architecture during that era. A
large part of the west side of the existing
Al-Mu'izz street, (the present Al-Mu'izz
street, which had previously been called

FRE RS

4, Wafisa al-Bayda Sabil-
Kuhab and Wekala, 1796

5. al-Mu'gyyad Mosque, 1415
ikt SRR B A

Ay

Bien Al-Qasrine had kept its name for a

very long time after the demolition of
the palaces, but later changed to al-
Nahsin, the "street of boiler makers")
where the western palace perviously
stood, was rebuilt by constructions
commissioned by Qalawun: this includ-
ed the Nasir Qalawun Mausoleum
(1295-1304), the madrasa and the mari-
stan (which no longer exists) of Sultan
Qalawun (1284-5), the mosque of Sul-
tan Barque (1348-86) and the Kamliya
madrasa (1225). Similarly, on the site
of the castern palace, various edifices
were built such as the Beshtak Palace
(1334-39), Bayt al-Qadi (of which there
only remains a maq'ad and today this
looks onto a large square, which had
originally been the courtyard of this
enormous house), the Khan al-Khalil,
built at the end of the twelfth century
under the reign of Sultan al-Ashraf Sa-
lah al-Din Khalil, and several other
buildings. The Mamluks did not only
build on the sites of the two palaces,
but erected edifices and buildings
throughout the town. Commerce gained
great importance and a large number of
wekalas, caravanserais and and khans
were built. A large part of the trading
was centred around the principal north-
south axis of the town. A number of
markets joined together to form an enti-
ty and gave their names to the street
junctions, on which they stood. Simi-
larly outside the town, in the south and
the west around the two transversal
axes, other markets came together. Fi-
nally, the port of Bulaq in the west,
played a significant role in the construc-
tion boom that took place in that area.
It was an equally important centre for
trade, and grew rapidly to become one
of the most important ports of the Ot-
toman era. If during the post-Ayyubbid
era, the political power was transferred
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Cairo of Salah al-Din

The arrival of Salah al-Din in
1176 opened up a new chapter in the his-
tory of the development of the city of
Cairo. From this period on, it was no
longer the town that changed location,
but the seat of political power. The city
of Cairo, while in full expansion and
overflowing its own walls, gained full
stability. Salah al-Din abandoned the seat
of Shi'ite power in the very heart of Cai-
ro in order to construct a real fortress, Al-
Qala'a (the Citadel), on the Mugqattam
Heights to the south of the Fatimid
town. Egypt had only just emerged from
the Crusades, which underlined the neces-
sity of having the town or the towns for-
tified by walls. And for the first time a
project to enclose all the towns within
the same walls was proposed (and for the
first time) this enclosure was to boast of
true fortifications. The project had fore-
seen a prolongation of the eastern wall as
far as Mugqattam and the extension of the
fortifications eastward as far as the Nile
and along the river up to the fort of Qasr
al-Shami. A third wall was to join the
east of Fustlat to the Citadel. All this
work was not accomplished during Salah
al-Din's rule - only the northern section
extended as far as the Nile. The wall that
was to link Fustat to al-Qahira was never
finished and the other, which was to run
along side the Nile, was over started.
The decision to install the military quar-
ters and the seat of power in the citadel,
which had become a real fortified castle,
was a strategic one. But this was not the
first construction to be erected on those
heights. In the ninth century, the Tulu-
nids had already built a castle with a race
course at the foot of the hill. However,
what Salah al-Din had built was a true
fortress including a garrison and residen-
tial quarters for the soldiers.
The achievements during the Ayyubid era
greatly affected the growth of the town,
The emergence of the Citadel and the
shifting of the seat of power towards the
south as well as the unification of al-
Qahira and Fustat caused the town to ex-
pand in that direction. This expansion

Tha twelfth century: The

6/201

continued later under the reign of the
Mamluks and culminated only when all
the land between Fustat and al-Qahira
was built up. The town then spread uni-
formly in the south as far as Qasr al-
Shami fort. The extension of the north-
ern’ wall to the Nile also gave the town
room 1o expand in a north-westernly di-
rection. Further out, in the south-west in
the mid-eighteenth century, Malik al-
Salih decided to build a castle and a for-
tress on the isle of Rawdah. The govern-
ment dignitaries followed the Ayyubid
prince and the island became populated.
The Citadel

From the twelfth century onwards, the
site on which the Citadel stood gained
importance. This spot continued to repre-
sent the seat of power throughout the
Mamluk and the Ottoman era up until
the arrival of Mohammad Ali. The Cita-
del was comprised of three adjoining and
distinct sections, each enclosed by a ram-
part and watch-towers. The construction
of the Citadel began in 1167 and was fin-
ished in 1207. It contained a castle, a pal-
ace with its annex buildings, where the
sultan held audience, armeries, stables
and houses. During the Mamluk era, the
sultans Beibars, Qalawun and Nasir Mu-
hammed, added many other buildings to
the town. The Qalawun mosque (1318-
35) has survived until today.

The provision of water was ensured
through two wells and an aqueduct which
was diverted from the Nile at the tip of
the Khalij (the existing Fum al-Khalij)
to reach the Citadel. The Qttoman Turks
also brought about considerable changes

in one section of the enclosure and rear-
ranged certain of the buildings. Later, in
the nineteenth century, Mohammed Ali
destroyed a large section of the old pal-
ace in order to build his mosque.

The thirteenth century : Mam-
luk Cairo

The Mamluk era, which lasted over three
centuries, from 1250 to 1517, was an
important period of construction and ur-
banisation for the city of Cairo. One
could point to three distinct settlements;
Al-Qahira, the Citadel and Fustat. The
town witnessed an uninterrupted surge of
construction within, and a massive ex-
pansion without. As it was mentioned
before, the emergence of the Citadel in
the south of the Fatimid town resulted
in an expansion of the town in that di-
rection. Important constructions sprung
up between the Bab Zuwayla and the
Citadel, around the Darb Al-Ahmar
street. Still further to the south, the
town extended to fill the region that
stood between the Citadel and Fustat,
thus bringing the two conurbations clos-
er together, In the north, al-Qahira
spilled over its boundaries, set during
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EDITORIAL

People’s Opinion
in Architecture

Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

he Architects usually, talk, write, read, and argue in their closed rooms to

express their worries as if the architectural world is their own and the others

are not allowed to share in these worries. In the mean-time the architectural
theories keep on flowing one after the other expressing different values and philoso-
phies. These theories arc usually being expressed as personal expression by their
initiators. They are even called after their names, creative architects went all over
the world promoting their theories among the architects and the few people who are
interested in this matter. In this way, the world of architecture became closed on the
architects and the few interested people. No room is given for other members of the
society who have the direct relation with architecture, and use it. All these people
are out of the architectural circle. They look at the artistic creativities without par-
ticipating in their making, with the exception of the more cultured societies where
you can find the architectural projects which affect people’s life are exhibited to
them in order to express their opinion. Many of these projects are exhibited in cities’
squares in European towns, in order to be reviewed by people and to give their
opinion in a democratic manncr. Sorme oppose and others agree. The desision is
always that of the majority. The last decision remains in the hands of the owners.
They affect the architects creativity in the architectural world. The people’s opinion
in this case is not effective. People’s opinion in architecture differs from one country
to another according to the cultural standard of the society, where architecture cul-
ture coincide with art, literature and science. This kind of intggrated culture is not
known in the Arab World where the architect is separated from the society with its
artists, scientists and sociologists. No one of the members of the society in the
different fields of knowledge is invited to attend any of the architecture conferences.
The debates with the members of the society in the different fields of knowledge
would give a lot of richness in the performance of the architects. It also would help
them to meet the requirements of the different levels of the society in order to satisfy
the people’s taste and need. The outcome of these debates or theories, might be
reflected in architecture, sociology, and economics. In this way, creativity would be
in the service of society more than being an individual expression. This would lead
us to the issue of personal creativity in architecture and group creativity. The per-
sonal architectural creativity depends on the talent, the readings, and the awareness
of the different aspects of the fine art, while group creativity depends on the talent
mixed with social reaction and group work, The public opinion is the fundamental
element which directs the archilects way of thinking. This opinion should be given
before or during the design or the planning operation. The public opinion could be
given after the construction of work as the outcome of reality which could be effec-
tive in future designs and plans. In this case architecture becomes a social product
more than an individual expression. The relation between socicty and architecture is
being developed through meetings and discussions with the leaders or with the rep-
resentatives of the different levels of the public, especially with regards to housing.
This was clear in the architecture of the middle ages and more clearly in the archi-
tecture of Islamic cities which expresses the complete harmony and solidarity of the
community which showed the complete collaboration between the master mason
and the owner, while creating the distinguished architecture in that time, This har-
mony was also clear in the city urban texture where there were differences in the
abilities to build, but there was harmony in the outside urban features of the city.
This proves that the interior architecture of the building belongs to the individual,
while the outside features belong to the community. In other words the architecture
features of the buildings from the outside reflect co-existence between the different
levels of the public and the unified feeling of belonging in the neighbourhood. These
factors have been neglected in modern architecture and planning due to the influ-
ence of the machine and finance, ignoring the social and human aspects in the for-
mation of urban texture of modern cities. This shows the importance of the public
opinion after the enlightening campaigns in the field of architecture and urbanization,
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@ THE WARM HOSPITALITY

@ THE GRACIOUS SERVICE

@ LUXURIOUS SEATS FOR MAXIMIZING
YOUR COMFORT & RELAXATION

@ SEVERAL RADIO CHANNELS TO ENJOY
THE INTERNATIONAL, ORIENTAL MUSIC
AND CONTEMPORARY SONGS.
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