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developed by the Organization who encouraged
the investors of this center to establish a mother
company who takes care of developing the joint
- venture projects of the center.

This road is 20 km long and connects between

the end of Ras-Nosrani Airport road and the

internal circular road of Nabgue Center. The
total cost for this road is 3.400.000 pound and
the contract of constructing this road was signed
on 9/2/1998. The expected construction period
was 12 months starting from the data of hand-
ing over the site which was on 22/3/1998.
Arab Contractors Company is carrying out
the execution.

* Project of Developing Fatemic Cairo :
The Organization is sharing now in the national

project of developing Fatemic Cairo in asso-

ciation with other authorities and it has already

begun to study developing the area of histori- The Minaret and the Dome
;4 Y Plig il of Sultan Qalaun - Cairo
cal Bab-El-Ezab.
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Safari trips in the western desert

for the tourist ( Package ).

Presently, this study is being prepared by special-
ized experts in all fields.

Program for development of rular tourism
This is a recent kind of tourism initiated in
Egypt. It is the tourism depending on the ele-
ments of the local environment of the
agglomerations and areas of the country side
type, and which would be integrated with the
other attracting elements (Cultural and
Anthropoligical and others). It will be a starting
point to these locations. This concept is tied up
with a number of basic conditions which should
exist to allow the success of this kind in Egypt as
follows:

N Tourism Development I

Achievement of the highest development return,
whether it was economic or social to provide work
opportunities, and raising the standard of incorne,
development of the infrastructure, and the level
of services also development of the human re-
SOUTCES.

To achieve harmony between the touristic projects
and the surrounding environment, i.e. creating a
balance between the manufactured and the

original.

One of the rural tourism areas in the oasis

Taba Touristic Road :

It connects between Taba terretorial (which was
completely executed by the Organization), and
the beginning of the coastal road that leads to the
intersection of Taba / Al-Nagab & Taba/ Nowibaa
roads. It is two - ways road, 1.2 km long, con-
taining sidewalks of 25 m width.

It has a complete lighting network & landscaping
on both sides with different widths according to
the nature of land uses. The total cost of the
project is 3.5 Million Egyptian pounds and it
is expected to be completed by the end of May 1998.
Nabgque Touristic Road :

It leads to Nabque Touristic center that is
one of the biggest touristic centers that are

23/41
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Egypt possesses many outstanding natural and di-
verse areas which qualify her to be in the front
line of countries with international reputation in
the field of medical tourism. If these qualities can
make Egypt a profitable market, she needs a lo-
cal planning for the revival of this type of tour-
ism.

This study aims at the following:

1. Explaining the concept of medical tourism and
the environmental treatment, scientifically and
medically.

2. Drawing a new map for the areas qualified for
medical tourism in Egypt.

3. Establishment of information base for the sites
proposed for medical tourism, stressing attract-
ing elements.

4. Submitting recommendations for planning the
areas with priorities to achieve maximum ben-
efits from the natural resources by means of
achieving integration between the environment
and the projects.

5. Marketing for the investors by means of pre-
paring investment files together with the rules to
be applied.

6. Coordination among the concerned parties and
specifying the role of each .

7. Opening new areas for Egyptian tourism in al-
ternative markets in which no effort was exer-

cised to promote touristic activities.

22 /41

Geographical distribution of hoteling capacity

Touristic Development of the Western Desert
Region

The project aims at achieving a general goal
which is to attract the valley residents towards
the western desert which is considered the natu-
ral extension for the projects of developing the
new valley (South of Egypt).

The aims of the study are:

Development of the touristic potentialities in the
western desert to become an attractive activity
for various touristic functions such as medical,
environmental and safari. Also preparing a group
of development policies-on the level of the west-
ern desert, then on directive plans, to become a
reference for decision makers, and to serve the
investors. The study also aims at concentrating
on the information related to touristic potentiali-
ties in these areas to become the means of pro-
moting tourism and attracting investments.

The idea of the study depends on considering the
present settlements ( Oasis ) as the poles of main
devélopment, bearing in mind that the Safari trip

between these settlements constitutes the main trip



The report has reviewed the main reasons for ill-
ness and death in the area, their place, the dangers
that exist on the Red Sea coast and drawing a map
to show the locations of diving and the roads and
touristic villages, as a step towards preparing the
total executing plan for the project.

=

Pressure Adjustment room in sharm El-Sheikh

Second: Development of Nile Tourism Project
Within the context of the ministry’s plan to organ-
ize the work in the Nile tourism, the Authority has
assigned the job of preparing the special
study of the general directive plan of Nile
tourism in the Cairo ~ Aswan sector,
which aims at the following:

* Collecting the information related
to Nile tourism.

* Suggesting the basis, development and
establishment of berths.

* Preparing the general plan for the
berths in the sector (Aswan - Cairo ).

* Preparing the model design of berths 8
and its kinds.

N Tourism Development I

* Presently work is being carried to finalize the
project under the Authority's supervision.

Third : Adornment of the Nile Fronts

The center for Architectural Consultation, Research
and Studies at Cairo University has been assigned
the preparation of the study relating to the coastal
area and the Nile fronts of the archeological and
touristic areas in the government of Aswan which
includes the city of Aswan, Kom Ombo area, Edfu
temple area, sail boats decking area between the
cities of Aswan and Luxor.

The project aims at putting a plan for developing
the coastal area so as th prepare the urban design
for some similar sites.

The first phase of the project has been completed
which included the preparation of the planning stud-
ies of the coastal area of the city of Aswan, with
suggestions of a number of alternatives for the lo-
cations of the suggested berths in the city, consider-
ing wat it is one of the very important attracting
factors in the coastal area and with an impact on the
Nile front of the city. The phases of the project
have reached completion.

Fourth : Development of Medical Treatment

One of the sanitary resorts in Baharia oasis
21/41



One of the villages of the Northern sector of
FElEin El- Sokhna ( it started operation )

-
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Many of the govern-orates have sought the assist-
ance of the general tourist development authority

to prepare development plans for the touristic areas
within its boundaries in order to execute the goals

20741
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Projects in El Ein El Sokhna under -
construction

of the National development plans in Egypt, The
Egyptian Memoranda and the twenty-one century
scopes which were prepared by the Council of Min-

istries. Of these projects we quote:

First : Emergency Medical Care Project

The aim of this project is to promote tourism in this
area and to make the tourists feel the presence of an
outstanding body to save emergency cases result-
ing from accidents. For this purpose, the project
aims at the following:

1. Establishment of medical centers for emergency
aid all along the Red Sea coasts, especially in the
hot areas, also improving and developing the present
centers in accordance with the kind of accidents that
may occur in each area.

2. Providing the necessary equipment to treat acci-
dents in each center. Studies are being made in three
phases, the first phase being completed which n-
cludes the following:

2-1 Study of the impact of the present touristic
expectations on the region, and the section that prac-
tices the diving sport.

2-2 Survey of the kind of accidents that occur in
the area and its rate.

2-3 Making a field survey of the health services
available in the region.
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urbanization operation on a
wide scale.

The area of Rashid / Edko is
also considered the only gate
to Kafr El-Sheikh and Baheira
Governorates and the studies
made to develop this area
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The passing of the suggested international road
near this area will help create its fast development
and initiate regional services activities that do not
exist at present, which will be the basis for an

of about 5000 working oppor-
tunities with an investment
capital of approx. 1.02 milliard Egyptian Pounds.
West Coast of Gulf of Suez

This coastal line extends from South of Suez till
the North of Zaafarana with a length of about
100Kms. It is a narrow coastal line depending
mainly on the Arab and local tourism and the one
day tourism. It is considered the most important
sea outlet for Cairo inhabitants due to its nearness
(about 130Kms). The development plan for this
area includes the group of touristic coastal villages
and limited back areas, already planned to provide
an opportunity for youth projects, and at the same
time touristic services as this sector is not suitable
for a widespread development. It is planned that it
will absorb 22.000 hotel rooms providing 40.000
working opportunity.

It is envisaged that tourism will flourish in this im-
portant part, especially after the approval of con-
structing an export marine portin the area of Ghabar
El Bous, which will contribute in creating a new
touristic movement that could be named Business-

Men’s tourism,

19/41
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The study was concluded specifying the touristic
and investment development locations and prepar-
ing its details plans. In the light of the initial results
of the above studies, the General Tourism Devel-
opment Authority has prepared a guidline plan for
the Toshka area with more than 45 touristic projects
including villages, 4 and 5 star resorts, areas for
mountain climbing, groups of environmental gar-
dens, golf courses and sports centers.

3 - - T
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The North West Coast

This Coast extends from West of Alexandria till the
Egyptian /Libyan Borders. This line is considered
a promising touristic area since it can absorb differ-
ent kinds of tourism, either the Arabic, the Interna-
tional or the Local. Its nearness to the urban settle-
ments allows it to play a local role such as the one
day tourism, also the international road that passes
across the Egyptian northern borders will help
touristic areas. Suitable topography will provide

18/41
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opportunities to establish various activities at the
back & the touristic areas. Development may ex-
tend to correlate with development in the south (The
Qasis) especially after the approved & the national
road (Salloua - Wadi Hagla, to the South).

It is expected that this area will witness a great leap
if the Lybian crisis is solved and Egypt will be the
connecting factor, between the East and the Arab
West, as in fact is assumed .

The tourist development authority has prepared a
regional touristic plan that is based on the possibil-
ity of exploiting the natural coastal resources, in ad-
dition to creating backing services since the coast
extends to more than 7Kms. to the South .

1. Of the guideline models that have been prepared
is the plan of Fouqua touristic center in the gulf &
Hekma. The center absorbs about 6000 hotel rooms
and provides 72.000 working opportunities, basic
and non-basic.

2. Rashid / Edko :

North coast projects
this area, distinct from others of the touristic areas,
is distinguished for its touristic activities. Itis suit-
able for Marine sports, recreation, safaris and re-
laxation. It is situated in the deep heart of Egypt’s
rural area, making it possible to supply it with nec-
essary utilities and services. In addition, the local
tourist can reach this area easily, and consequently,
will function all year around with equal competence
during all seasons.
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contains the Dekka hills and include archaelogical
groups as ( El Seboue and Anda). The fifth group is
a collection of water passages that were formed by
the lake (Kalabsha, Al Alaqui and Toshka) where
crocodiles can be raised.

The Nile tourism in lake Nasser gives good signs
of possible high development as it is expected that
there will be an annual demand of about 7% with
achievements of 65% occupancy and economic
return.

The plan of development for the south valley and
Nasser lake has been approved considering that the
Abu ~ Simbel region is a major factor in develop-
ment for its means represented as follows :
Tourism means and resources suitable for devel-
opment

Such as archaeology and Nabatat area and other
archaelogical areas along the lake - the natural pano-
rama in the shape of Kheizan and the desert plains
in addition to Eco tourism which treats several

N Tourism Development I

illnesses as Romatoyd and others. The variety of
the regton’s characteristics, with the green oasis in
the middle of the desert present a high visual and
spiritual advantage. Abu-Simbel is also the capital
of the Nubian heritage - with its location between
the means of communication, land, water and air,
The study for this phase has been concluded by lay-
ing down a list of priorities, for the projects and
activities as follows:

1- Projects for development of habitation means:
Construction of about 10 touristic villages and in-
ternational camp for the youth.

2. Projects for development of resources and
touristic services:

To include a sound and light program, to equip the
Temple areas - the project of developing the center
area of the city and establishing a touristic market.
Preparing the location and visual services for the
sunrise and sunset, and developing the landscape
of Abu-Simbel city. In addition, establishing a serv-
ice Center to serve fishing fans, an international
museum, a center for traditional industries based
on camels, and Abu-Simbel panorama, also prepar-
ing the archaelogical location of Banta, and water
sports and an international center for conferences.
3. Infrastructure Projects :

This includes the establishment of a touristic birth
for the floating hotel boats and a birth for small
boats.

4- Comlementary development projects

An international festival of the sun allignment on
Ramsis Temple and international fishing competitions.
5- Suggested internal projects

Nile cruises with different timing to witness the
sunrise and sunset, and the Temples. Trips to visit
the temples and the Nubian villages safart trips by
camels and others.

17/41



5- South Banas sector :
This sector begins in the South of Banas till the
Egyptian/Sudanese borders at altitude 22, and is dis-
tinguished by the existence of unique natural fea-
tures, especially Elba mountain and the group of
Egyptian and Roman areacology.
A sign that indicates the possibility of developing
this sector touristicaly is the presence of concen-
trated inhabitants in Halayeb and shalateen and Abu
Ramad, as these are ancient areas with inhabitants
of experience in these parts.
The development plan for this area aims at dividing
it into two phases, in as much as it is considered a
remote area that will need large investments for de-
velopment as follows :
1-5 A Short term plan 1997/2002
Aiming at the development of the areas near to the
present settlements which depend on coastal tour-
ism as well as Safari tourism on the horizontal axis.
2-5 A long term plan 2002/2017

Aiming at the development of the virgin areas,
based on exploiting the natural and mountainous
areas, at the same time pushing forward the wheel
of investment by means of developing the vertical
communication axis in the Red Sea cities. These
phases aim at providing about 2500 rooms with all
its supporting services.
The Southern Valley Area
In an historical speech, President Mubarak has an-
nounced to the whole world the start of a giant na-
tional project, and declared that the country is pro-
ceeding steadfastly towards its €xecusion in order
to enter the 21st century with it. He also announced
the issuance of several investment facilities that
would contribute in an effective manner in pushing
forward the development whee! and eliminating

16/41
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investment obstacles.

The importance of this project is not only in the
great volume of its investments, but also in its re-
sults of providing over a million working oppottu-
nities, in addition to the expansion on the desert land
with a volume equal to 25% of the size of Egypt.
Touristic development has gained importance in the
development projects because of the provision of
potentialities that give signs of a great leap in the
field of touristic development. The ministry, repre-
sented by the General Tourism Development Au-
thority, has conducted a field of study of the poten-
tialities of the touristic area, and has sought assist-
ance of University experts and consulting firms to
prepare the touristic development plans for Lake
Nasser and the touristic region of Abu Simbel.
Some phases of the study have been achieved which
include defining the touristic resourses and poten-
tialities and laying the suggested development strat-
egy based on the nature of the Lake such as the an-
tiquities of the Kalabsha, EL. Seboue, Abreem and
Abu-Simbel groups, in addition to the natural re-
sources existing in El-Glaqui and Khairan protected
areas such as the crocodiles and the rare birds, the
safari roads and areas of the Nubi culture. The study
has reache the conclusion of dividing the lake area
into five groups. The first to include some strategic
industries depending on the land road Aswan/Al-
Alaqui and the existence of mineral resources.
The second group contains the possible touristic
areas such as Kalabsha, Garf Hussein, Abu Simbe]
and Al Alaqui valley which constitute the major core
for development (agriculture, industrial and
touristic). As for the third group, this contains the
heights and hills of Kresko and Hamed where
small settlements can be housed. The fourth group



plan reaches about 90,000 hotel rooms, providing
250,000 working opportunities, basis and non-

basic.
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4- Marsa Alam - Ras Banas Sector :

This sector includes (Derry, Naguari, Hankorab,
Wadi El Gamal, Lahmy) centers, which are all with
natural environmental characteristics that have been
kept as they are. This area is also distinguished for
the presence of marine species, herbs and natural
plants, unique of its kind on the world level. The
new Marsa Alam airport, which is under construc-
tion, will serve a great part of this sector, whereas
the southern part of this sector is expected to be
developed if an airport, even of a small size, is con-
structed in the Ras Benas area, especially that the
area is suitable for that since there exists a military

airport.

g SR

One of the projects implemented south Ma-
gawish

| e
A project implemented south Hurgada

This sector is also conected with the archaeological
areas in Qaft and Aswan by means-of several good
roads and will become an important axis of devel-
opment if the necessary services are provided.
The hotel capacity expected in this sector is about
30,000 hotel rooms.

-

Projects in the red sea region

o
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the thought of development on the latitude axis af-
fected by the shape of the Nile. These axis are
(Zaafarana, Korremat, Ras Gharib, Sheikh Fadl,
Suez, Dairut, Hurghada, Assuit, Safaga, Quena,
Qusseir, Qaft, Marsa Alam, Edfu, Berniss and As-
wan),

What assures the possibility of developing these lati-
tude axis are the existing incentives for the latitude
movement, which is the huge touristic income, rep-
resented by the shores of the Red Sea in the eastern
sector and the collection of the archeological treas-
ures in the western sector in the Nile bed, in addi-
tion to the environmental areas which are rich with
environmental resources suitable for safari tourism
within the valleys of the Red Sea mountains where
such axis pass.

The development plan for the Red Sea area has been
finalized within the scope of the National project
for the development of Upper Egypt to reflect the
division of the area into touristic development sec-
tors, on the basis of total development, depending
on the integration of all the touristic colonies into
one frame by means of achieving unification
amongst themselves in smaller harmonious sectors
and handling the problems of the region as a whole.
Also, considering the requirements and needs of the
area, and the possiblity of exploiting the natural and
environmental resources without changing any of
its characteristics also its integration with the urban
and Bedwin centers in the area. The idea is based
upon the development process of utilizing the sug-
gested locations for touristic changes, and the crea-

tion of outstanding touristic environments different

14/41
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in the size, kind and pattern and conforming with
the natural capacities for the location of each.

1- Hurghada - Safaga Sector :

It contains (Hurghada - Sahl Hassish - Abusuma)
centers. The residential capacity for this sector
amounts to 22,000 hotel rooms providing 55,000
working opportunities, basic and non-basic. This
sector is also distinguished for its international air-
port (Hurghada) in addition to the numerous con-
necting roads such as Quraimat road and the re-
gional road (Suez/Hurghada), in addition to the pos-
sibility of the existence of the infrastructure such
as the water line (Quraimat/Hurghada) and the lines
of Sanitary draining nets.

2- Safaga - El Qusseir Sector :

The importance of this sector emanates from the
fact that it lies between two centers which enjoy
several outstanding characteristics. These are
Hurghada and Marsa Alam. This sector absorbs
6000 hotel rooms providing 12,550 working oppor-
tunities. Supporting this sector is the Safaga ma-
rine port, in addition to its dependence on Hurghada
Airport since the distance is within the range al-
lowed in planning.

3- Qusseir - Marsa Alam Sector :

This sector contains 14 valleys with outstanding en-
vironmental and beautiful characteristics such as the
North and South Sharm, Om-Gheig and Mubarak efc...
It is expected that this sector will touristicaly grow
fast, especially, after the approval of the construc-
tion of Marsa Alam new airport which will serve
this sector and parts of the northern and southern
sectors.

The hotel capacity approved in the development



DEVELOPMENT OF SOUTH OF EGYPT

The regions of south of egypt are awards special importance from the state, since it is realized that efforts
should be made to revise the urban structure form in Egypt and estabiliting new development systems
that would preserve the distinction of this area with its resources and capabilities of investement. This
leads to the establishment of a National strategy for development of Upper Egypt, aiming at providing
228 thousand hotel rooms in the year 2017 distributed as follows :

The New Residential Capacity Targeted for
Until the Year 2017 in Upper Egypt

Sohag 724

fuena 8OO
Luxor 8259
*Aswan 15741
Red Sea 200.000

Al Wadi El Gedid
New Vallley i
T ri'r ‘T i1 |

L ST s

It includes hotels cruisers with a new residential
capacity reaching (5000 rooms)

5750.27

Following this plan, the General Tourism Develop-
ment Authority has prepared development plans
which cover the whole area as follows :

Red Sea Area :

The Red Sea touristic area extends north at the 28km
sign on the road paralle] to the Red Sea Coast, and
to the South until the borders of Sudan with a length
exceeding 1100km and a width of 3km on the coast.
Egypt has been divided into touristic regions, and
on top of the priority list was the development the
Red Sea area, as it is planned that this area will ab-
sorb approx. 14% of the touristic nights arriving in
Egypt in the year 2017.

Plans for this area were drawn within the National
project to develop the South taking into considera-
tion the sectoral element specified for national
touristic targets and needs in the area, the space el-
ement that includes determining the touristic
develpment locations and the time element to
achieve the goals.
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The Red Sea is in common with Sinai in its being
far from the reach of terroristic acts, which are ei-
ther caused by fundamentalism or through foreign
forces that push these crimes on Egypt.

Of the most important urban centers on the Red Sea
coast are (Ras Gharib, Hurghada, Safaga, Qusseir,
Marsa Alam, Ras Benas and Shalateen).

The Red Sea coast is connected with several lati-
tude axis forward the Nile which assist in adopting
a broad strategic development and getting free from

13/41
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to the study and research firms taking into consid-
eration the following when preparing the plan :

- Reservation of the environmental areas.

- Suitability of the plans to the morphology of the area.
- Physical integration with the whole development
plan for Sinai.

- Innovation of non-traditional activities.

- Diversification of sizes of projects to suit all lev-
els of investment.

The development plan which includes a group of
touristic villages (20 villages), a group of villas
(130), an area for division and area for central serv-

ices (540 thousand square meters).
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4- Central Sinai Area

There exists no administrative definition of what is
named Central Sinai, but it has been customary to
name it as the almost vacant part with the maxi-
mum residents of about 5 persons per feddan. It is
currently believed that this area is poor in provision
and is difficult to develop. But this belief is guickly
vanishing especially after the efforts of the state to
urbanise Sinai. Several Egyptian and International
research institutions have discovered its basic ele-
ments of development such as water, raw materials
and others, in addition to the utilization of minerals
such as the Maghara Coal project and projects of
manganese exploitation.

It would add to the wealth of this part if the existing
archecology is well exploited such as El-Nakl Cita-
del and the old pilgrimage road which would result
in tourism being a nucleus to an intensive urbanisa-
tion boom of Central Sinai.

This would assist in creating a development axis
which needs a service road similar to the central
road (Ismailia - Al-Gafgafa) and would be a basic
development axis for central Sinai.

Arish Valley and its branches (The delta) which
spread in central Sinai, is considered a rich area for
different touristic activities (Safari ~ hunting and
camping).

The extended topography of this part will help in
establishing spacious playgrounds like Golf and oth-
ers, which are games loved by many nationalities
of high income as the Japanese tourist. The devel-
opment of this axis, in particular, depends on the
extent of cooperation between Egypt and other coun-
tries 1n the area.



3- The North Coast of Sinai

The development phenomena confirm that this
coastal line of Sinai will become one of the most
important axis of development in Egypt especially
after laying the basis for pea-ce and development
in the Middle East area, and after rehabilitation of
Lebanon and the economic openness with the Asian
states region. The most important changes that could
emanate from the achievement of peace in the area
would be as follows:

a) Increase in the touristic programs to include the
countries region within one touristic trip that in-
cludes (Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Jordan and
Egypt).

b) Increasing demand on the lands between Rafah
and Arish, especially for the Palestinian in the
Ghazza sector, as it would be a natural and human
extension to this sector. -
¢) Gradual increase in vsing the roads and depend-
ing on car tourism, the appearance of family tour-
ism and opening the door for numerous sector to
visit the area.

d) The increasing demand of touristic services atong
all the roads and outlets.

¢) Increase in the chances of Eco-Tourism which
depend on natural protected areas and Safaris.

f) Gradual movement towards foreign tourism es-
pecially those coming through Isracl. In view of
these considerations the General Tourism Develop-
ment Authority will prepare the development poli-
cies for the Eastern Coast, depending on the fol-
lowing development basis :

1- Considering the North Arish area the basis prop
of development, and accordingly the authority has
assigned the project of initial touristic plans to one

N Tourism Development I

of the consulting firms for the extension from Masira
to Bir El-Abd for the achievement of the following:
* Linking the touristic development of North Sinai
with other sectors.

* Giving light on the development needs with its
whole concept that included touristic activities asa
whole.

* Study and specify the center of activities in the
area and establishing an information center to fa-
cilitate and serve decision making.

2- Development of the axis of seasonal and recrea-
tion tourism as in beaches and diving areas, the
existence of palm areas and the beaches of Fairuz
and Rummana.

3- Axis of the scientific tourism such as protected
areas (Zaranik) and the chain of sand mountains and
Bardawil.

4- Identifying cultural tourism and Safaris in the
form of housing characteristics, dress wear, tribal
habits and activities and Safari trips in the valleys
of Arish.

5- Specification of Transit tourism, as the area is
distinguished for spacing scope considered a basic
element for this kind of tourism, due to its numer-
ous outlets, east and west, with an overflow of tran-
sit tourists amounting to about 350 thousands as an
average.

6- Specifying the Health treatment tourism where
the herbs and natural plantation existing in the re-
gion.

Touristic Development Plan for East Arish Area
Emanating from the role of leadership that Sinai
could play in all phases of development, the author-
ity has assigned the job of preparing the touristic
development plan for the East Coast of Arish City

11/41
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boom since the rear depth of the coastal touristic
areas are available to development, and it could de-
pend on tourism to develop this end, not from the
| point of view of it being an economical base, as
| tourism can never be a base for any permanent de-
velopment due to its seasonal nature and its extreme
sensitivity to changes. It could, however, be a break
for development and a nucleus for a great economic
achievement. Development of the rear
also provides the strategic depth of the area's coasts,
and this development requires a steady phrasing of
{ the proposed touristic programs that lead to strength-
ening the strategic depths of those shores.
The development plan for this area has resulted in
dividing the region into five touristic centers which
are (Ras Mesalla, Ras Duheissa, Ras Matarma and
EL-Nakhila) and it is expected that the hotel capac-
ity would reach 5000 hotel rooms, already agreed
with the investors to perform, providing 80.000

working opportunities, basic and non-basic.

2- The Eastern Coast of the Suez Gulf :

This area extends from Oun Moussa North until
Hammamat Pharon south with a length of 85 km.
This coastal line is distinguished by its topographic
ease and the non-existence of any obstacle that
would face the development process.

The regional passage (the tunnel El-Tor) represents
a strong development axis as it joins the most im-
portant touristic area such as Suez, Sharm El-Sheikh,
El-Tor and Ras Mohammad.

This area enjoys the same characteristics of Sinai con-
sidering that it is part of it, in addition to its nearness
to several urban centers as Suez, Port Said and Cairo.
Itis expected that this area achieves a touristic mar-
ket competitive to many areas like Matruh and Al-
exandria, and shown signs of a great urbanisation

10/41
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nai has resulted in dividing the area into four
development areas in accordance with its priori-

ties as follows ;

Touristlc Centers Number of rooms

The Center—— 2 | 1994- 1997 [1997- 2002 | 2002 - 201
Taba 80 4000 6000
Newiba'‘a 0 2000 2000
Dahah 0 1500 2500
Sharm El-Sheikh 1600 3000 3000
Tor Sinal 1] 500 500
St. Catherine 0 250 250
Ras Sudr 220 1504 4500
Arish 0 1500 1500
Rummana 0 500 1500

Bl M Gl illonasdi] Spiial 350058, P TITE
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1- Gulf of Agaba Area
It spreads from Ras Mohammed in the far south until

the Taba area in the north. The most important com-
pounds are the citics of Sharm El-Sheikh, Dahab
and Nweeba. The international diving areas also
spread along the length of the gulf, in addition to
the existence of several beaches suitable for devel-
opment and the spread of natural protected areas as
well as the existence of a net of ground, naval and
air transport.

The coast of Agaba gulf has been divided into five
development sectors which are (Sharm El-Sheikh,
Wadi Keed, Dahab, Newiba'a and Taba). In view of
the importance of the Regional Sinai, and the exist-
ence of competing powers of the countries of the
area (Israel, Jordan, Syria) as well as the Mediter-
ranean countries, consideration was given, in the
development plan of the sector, to establish inter-
national touristic centers that would cempete with
these groups, such as the Touristic Riviera Center,
over an area of 1557 feddans absorbing about 11.600
rooms with an investment cost of about 982 million

Egyptian pounds.

[ 4

One of_‘the Guif Agaba pro‘iects
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Structural Organization

i :”"m"’ the countries of the region. Also,

Chalrman I signs confirm that Sinai will pre-

Secretariat of B.0. — cede in creating a leap in the
Dirgtor o Exacutive process of touristic flow into the

Middle East area as itis rich and

surpassing several other sur-

L:I'J rounding areas; in addition to not
4 Fubibc: relationa Tachnlcal oifice

being affected by the waves of

Il

terrorism. The state and 1ts insti-

ls«rwriﬂ Gew”] [Fourat rees e @mmm e & hJ_ D o} |P“;"gg;ﬂg “’| tutions being aware of the impor-
Arany E N . 3
[ [ | [aegaraos tance of Sinai, has worked stead

| ily on eliminating investment ob-

I
i C i
T | HEEE- stacles in the peninsula and has
| Tvastora affalre |_ |Emf1ronment affailsl |1rl.&duc. center |

established a national plan for its

development leaving no chance

for some countries to market

their hote] capacities on the ex-
* In compliance with the directives of the na- pense of tourism. The national
tional plan for touristic development and the plan for development of Sinai is estimated to pro-
detailed plans of the areas, the Authority has pre-  vide around 38 thousand hotel rooms during the
pared more than 77 touristic plans for all the period from 1994 to 2017 distributed as shown
development areas spread in Egypt, represented  on the following table.

as follows : Tourism development and investment areas :

Singi Peninsula 1 The projects that have been committed in accord-
Sinai, with its geographic location and its numer- ance with the touristic development plans have
ous outlets is gifted with a strategic importance. reached about 90922 hotel rooms, providing
Development in Sinai is firmly bound with the about 150 thousand working opportunities, basic

economic integration that will emerge amongst and non-basic, and the development study for Si-
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3) Promising coastal centers:

Ras El-Hekma in the northern coast ~ Ras Benas in
the Red Sea - Taba in the Akaba bay - Siwa in the
Western Desert - Minia in the North Upper Egypt
and Abu Simbel.

4) Subsidiary touristic centers:

These are touristic sites that are developed on a
small scale according to their potentialities.
Expectations for the Tourism Development
Strategy aiming at the following :

1. The number of tourists reaches 27 million tour-
ists in the year 2017,

2. Touristic nights toreach in the year 2017 8 nights
/ tourists In return to 6.5 nights on 1996. So the
touristic nights will reach around 130 million nights
m the year 2017.

3. Increasing hotel capacities to reach around 380
thousand rooms.

4. Concentrating on areas of touristic attractions in
the south.

The estimated job opportunities in this sector are
around 650 thousands with 2 million inhabitants
in these areas.

The following table shows the expected distri-
bution of hotel capacity in the diffferent sites

till the year 201

5
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1- Basic Centers
Cairo / Giza [ Alex. 10

2~ Active Centers 293

(Comprehensive development areas)
Nile Valley 18

Red Sea Coast 200
Akaba bay coast 40
West-North coast 20

( Distingunished areas ) 15
El-Arish
Ras Sider
Ein Sokhna
Suez
Saint Catherine

278

s ) e

10

3- Subsidary centers
Fayuom

Portsaid

Ismailia

New Valley

El-Tour Sinai

4- Other scattered centers %

Lt 1N DD s DD

o

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT AND
INVESTMENT AREAS

The Tourism development Authority :

The Ministry of Tourism started to solve critical
problems constraining the growth of tourism, by
establishing the Tourism Development Authority
(T.D.A)

It is an organizational entity, with sufficient inde-
pendence an jurisdictional authority to handle all
aspects related to tourism development in touristic
ZOnes.

The Authority is responsible of all the sites located
outside the cordons of cities devoid of urban plan-
ning or infrastructure and local services.

Thus ,away from the governmental routine , the
T.D.A. is working to facilitate all the producers of
contracting with investors concerning land alloca-
tion and providing the needed technical views and

CXpericnces. 880
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touristic villages and a marina and some industries
with Egyptian / Arab investments amounting around
1.4 milliard L.E. There is also a large project te de-
velop Ras Benas district with a cost starting with
around 1180 million L.E. and comprising 9995
Yooms.
* An increase in residential capacity along the stream
and the new valley is expected to be around 575
rooms with a cost of 132 million L.E.
* To establish an advanced center for desert safaris
inside and outside the new valley.

Hoteling capacity aimed vntil 2017

Thousand Roorns
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Tourism Development
and the 21st Century

The strategic plans for touristic development in the
coming phase are based on a vision of indicators
that are as follows :
* Expected increase of tourists with a percentage
rate not less than 8 % .
* Expected increase of the touristic nights in a more
rapid way due to the variety in the touristic prod-
ucts, and new activities encouraging the tourist to
extend his stay especially in a settled and secure
atmosphere.
* Increasing the hotel's capacity to be able to ac-
commodate the expected increase in tourists.
* Choosing the suitable places for the touristic

6/41

development centers and supplying them with the
necessary services.

*The acknowledged constrains in choosing touristic
places are as follows :

1- The size and structure of touristic demand and
its future growth.

2- The natural and attractive aspects of the site.

3- The touristic use of the sites in relation to
accessability and the ability to provide the infra-
strocture,

4- The fundamental and legislative aspects of the
touristic development in the different sites.

5- The social implications of the touristic develop-
ment.

The strategy for tourism development in the next
20 years includes the following factors:

- Limitating the rapid bearing capacity in the present
touristic development areas (in Cairo & Alex). and
improving their standards.

- Increasing development in the active famous places
such as Luxor - Aswan - Hurghada -~ Sharm El-
Sheikh,

- Developing some promising areas such as (Ein
Sokhna ~ Ras Sider - Saint Catherine).

- Developing a number of sub-centers whose ca-
pacity is around 1000 to 2000 rooms.

- Encouraging and supporting the safary, mount
climbing, yachts and other activities.

The proposed classifications for strategic
tourism places : -

1) Central touristic places :

Greater Cairo - Alexandria that attract the majority
of tourism.

2) Active touristic centers :

Luxor - Aswan (cultural & historical tourism) -
Sharm El-Sheikh - Hurghada (coasts tourismy).
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The number of tourists to reach 4 millions with an
increase amounting to 200 thousand tourists more
than the expected number of the year 96/97, which
was estimated to be around 3.8 million tourists. This
in turn would require an increase in hotel's capaci-
ties to 6.9 thousand rooms. The total available ca-
pacity in the year 96/98 would be around 74.9 thou-
sand rooms, providing around 24.2 thousand work
opportunities. The plan estimates the increase of
touristic nights to be from 24.8 million nights to
27.1 million nights in the first year of the five years
plan with an increase amounting to 2.3 million
nights. The expected revenues would be around 12.6
milliard L.E. for the year 1996 with an increase of
11.8 %. Meanwhile, the local production and out-
comoe of restaurant and hotels are around 823 mil-
lion L.E. and 467 for each of them separately, with
a growing rate of 11.6 % for production and 12.2 %
for outcorne revenues.

The investment projects are estimated to be around
4194.8 million L.E. : 4132.7 million for business
sector, and around 62,1 million L.E. for governmen-
tal public sector and economic organizations.
Million Nights

-8 Ambitious Alternclive

-# Balanced Alternative
-8~ Canfious Alleroative

Number of Touristic Nights aimed until 2017
The proposed projects in the five year plan:
* Building new hatels in Halaib and Shalateen

areas and connecting them with Aswan to be

considered in the international tourism market.

* Sahl Hashish Project which is located 21 km south
Hurghada, its area is 12 million meters and will be
executed on phases. The first phase comprises half
of the space, its investment cost reaches around 670
million L.E. to construct hotels with capacity of 600
five star rooms and 614 three star rooms.

* Development project for Abu Soma site will have
an area around 40 km in Hurghada.

It will be executed on phases. The first phase will
cost 515 million L.E. including 4 hotels with the
capacity of 300 rooms per hotel, together with hav-
ing a marina including touristic services complex
and a habitational unit for water atheletic sports and
touristic recreational services.

* Encouraging Nile tourism, protecting of histori-
cal areas and beautifying them and to try to con-
nect the Red Sea with the new valley and western
desert, and preservation of the environment.

* To construct docks for Nile boats to serve Nile
cruises boats in Thebes, Luxor, Abu Simbel and El-
Sebouea in Aswan governorate and in the monu-
mental district in Assuit. To construct hotels in
Sohag, Assiut, and the new valley.

*To develop El-Zorikat island in Luxor to improve
roads leading to the historical sites in Aswan, Kom
Ombu, Isna, and Idfu.

Constructing touristic villages north Hurghada,
Marsa Alam, Ras Benas, E1-Qusair, and the Red Sea.
These were the promising areas for the increasing
number of tourists in the area, for being far from
crowded areas in order to lessen the environmental
pressure on the natural and personal resources.
There are complete projects for touristic develop-
ment in Marsa Alam district including 9 hotels and
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Exemptions offered by the law of tourist in-
vestment & projects of tourism development:
1- Tourist project exemption :

a) The project's profit enjoys a 5 years tax exermp-
tion period starting from the fiscal year following
its operation.

b) Expansions are exempted from taxes (Capital
added to fixed assets) on profits for 5 years start-
ing from the fiscal year following its operation af-
ter expansions.

2- Exemptions for tourism development
projects:

Tourism developmment projects aim at developing
tourist desert zones and supplying them with infra-
structure.

a) 10 years tax-exemption on profit of projects start-
ing from the fiscal year following operation.

b) Exemption may be extended to 5 years after the
approval of the Council of Ministers.

Exemptions on tourist projects & tourism devel-
opment projects include the following:

- Project capitals are exempted from stamp duty.

- Exemption from stamp duty and notarization for
all contracts needed for construction till implemen-

tation of the project.
4/41

The five years plan 97 / 2001 - First year
A number of development goals have been set for
the five years plan 97/2001, according to the ele-
ments and aims approved by the strategy plan of
touristic development. They are as follows:

- The tourist number would reach 5.2 million.

- The increase of duration of residence to reach 7.2
nights. This would be by offering special services
and competitive prices to the neighbouring areas.

- The aim to increase tourist daily expenditure to
reach the amount of 17.7 milliard L.E.

- Th increase the residence capacity with around
48.6 thousand rooms to be able to comprise the
aimed touristic nights.

- The plan estimates the increase of production
through restaurant activities, which is estimated at
the end of the plan to be around 12 milliard L.E. in
return to 7,1 milliard L.E. estimated in year 96/97
with a growing rate of 11,1 %. The outcomne reaches
around 7 milliard L..E.. with an increase amounting
3,2 milliards with a yearly growing rate around
12,9%.

Million Tourists

—~@— Ambilious Alternative :
@ Balanced Alternative

—8— Cagtious Altarnative
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2012
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2016

Number of tourists aimed until 2017

First year in the five year plan 1997 / 1998
The first year plan is based on the national touristic
strategy. It aims at the following:




special aspects for touristic attraction. This would
help in paving the way for quick development. The
third kind of centers are the promising ones that have
touristic potentialities but are not used. There should
be a way to make these centers attract tourists and
develop them according to their available capabili-
ties in different areas of Egypt

*To continue to use the touristic convoys to market
the Egyptian touristic products in the exporting tour-
ism market.

* To benefit from the success accomplished by the
state plan to encourage and promote touristic ac-
tivities providing the necessary funds to advertis-
ing and marketing campaigns. To strengthen the
relation between the travelling agencies and the tour-
ist companies to enhance the image of Egypt abroad
by supplying them with the necessary printed mat-
ters and stickers.

* To develop and renew the touristic work by using
computers, participating in international informa-
tion network and connect the touristic agencies
abroad with each other and with the Central Organi-
zation.

* To promote the local tourism and activate its pro-
grams by new plans in order to widen its base to
include all citizens and encourage people to spend
their vacations inside their country. To attract the
Egyptians living abroad to spend their vacation in
their country to realise the national and economic
goals. The most important of these goals are the
following :

- Increasing the touristic awareness among people
through special multi media broadcasting.

- To try to flourish the work in hotels in low sea-
sons to raise its economic operation.

- To save the income of foreign currency that is lost
in trips abroad .

* To try to accomplish the complete and continuous

N T o urism Development I

developroent in the new and traditional touristic ar-
eas by providing all its needs such as utilities,
projects consisting the infrastructures, especially in
north Sinai, upper Egypt, development of Halaib,
Shalateen and Red Sea region, the northern coast,
Luxor, Aswan and the new valley.

* To set complete programs to protect the environ-
ment from pollution and to control it in every pos-
sible way to preserve the natural life from deterio-
ration and extinct by establishing natural preserva-
tion areas to benefit from them in tourism.

* To support the touristic offices abroad with the
efficient personnel, brochures, circulars, printed
items in different languages.

* To inhance the role of the private sector to chare
in the investment especially in new touristic areas
to accomplish the touristic development goals and
lessens the load bore by the state. This can be
achieved by establishing joint venture companies
to construct utilities needed, in addition to try to
solve the problems that face the private sector with
the governmental organizations to facilitate the
whole procedure,

* To give importance to the standard of services
offered to the tourist.

* To participate in seminars, conferences and exhi-
bitions to enhance conference tourism in Egypt.

* In order to realize the goals, the work needs to be
done through areal strategic development. The state
set a national strategic plan and other detailed plans
for touristic development. The memorandum pre-
pared by the Council of Ministers entitled "Egypt
and the 21th century” affected greatly the whole
matter.

* The state was concerned to clear up the obstacles
against touristic investment by the following : -
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Tourism Development between two centuries

"Pagsed achievements and future Ambitions"

E gypt have entered the era of touristic industry after being the
center of cultural tourism. The role of tourism has increased in
the Egyptian economy so that it is considered a main element in the
national income and an important source of foreign currency needed
for the development. Moreover, tourism can provide several employ-
ment opportunities to people since it is connected with several sec-
tors, such as transportation, food and services. Inspite of the fact that
Egypt has witnessed progress in the touristic movement since the
number of tourists had reached around 3.9 million and the number of touristic
nights reached 27.3 million nights with revenues amounting to 11.5 milliard
L.E., yet we did not have our rightful share of international tourism. In order
to reach the general goals of the development strategy and to have our right-
ful share that matches our touristic capabilities the following should be done:

them and the maintenance of the natural preserved

areas.
* To find new and different touristic patterns to be
§ : added to the old ones so that tourism will be also
e TR LS for health care, resorts, water sports, recreation, and

'I_'h!?:’" aned Lo s

£l By R conferences. To encourage artistic and musical fes-
e i o tivals, shopping, and yéchts tourism. We also have
to look for new markets exporting tourism such
as Japan, Korea, south Africa and Latin America
U | 9 countries.

L T Kl * To classify touristic centers, first the centers that
* To stress the interest in the heritage by showing  atiract a large part of the touristic movement to sup-
the cultural aspect of monmnents and historical ar-  port the development in general and try to maintain
eas and caring about the environment surrounding  its standard, second the active centers which have
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Tourism Development
Between Two Genturies

(Passed Achievements & Future Ambitions)
1992 - 1998
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... one of their newest members.

Members of the [nternational WHO'S WHO of Professionals
oiganization have met the requirements established by its

ﬁ-ooo.-oc.l.

B EE NI EEEE I X EE IR E I I I A m E R T T E T EEE

Board of Directors as well as satisfying the necessary @
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' CPAS NEWS

b« Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim has attended the meet-
ing of the Ministerial Committee, as one of the
‘members, about "Restoring the Balance of Ur-
‘ban & Architeciural Environment" to discuss’

subjects and procedures of developing Histori-

-cal Cairo. [t was headed by the First Eady Mrs.
Suzane Mobarak in the presence of Cairo
Governer and Minister of Culture Farouk Hosny.:
Dr. Abdelbaki has presented to her his book "Up-
gradiug the Urban Environment”.

% Dr. Mohamed Abdelbakiis completing the pro-
cedures of contracting with the Museums Sec-
‘tor in the Ministry of Culture to present studies,
designs & executional drawings for developing
and renewing the National Police Museum & the
Royal Vehicles Musenm at Citadel area inCairo,
and also the National Ismailia Museum in
FIsmailia.

# The Organization of Educational Buildings has
assigned CPAS to do the working drawings of
air-conditioning, ventilation, lighting, acoustics
& cinematic shooting for the amphitheater
project in Ismailia,

# Eng. Osama Amet, Technical Director, and
Eng. Samy El-Hadary, Electrical Consultant,
have travelled to Yemen te follow-up the final
executional stages of Faculty of Education there.

# Eng. Dalia Mohamed in the Structural Unit
had prepared the detailed executional drawings
for the charitable Seweedy Complex project in
Cairo. It comprises a mosque and its annexes,
an srphanage for 300 children & a clinic. This
was under the supervision of Dr. Gouda Ghanern,
‘Head of Structural Unit.

# The first traming course in 1998 "Economic
Feasibility Studies of Trban Projects™ bas beep
completed successfully and was attended by
many Bgyptian architects and three architects
from Ministry of Works & Agriculture in Bah-
rain. Eng. Amany El-Demiry, Training Manager,
has organized field visits for them to get ac-
quainted with CPAS works, also the Islamic and
_historical architecture in Cairo,

& The Training Unit has prepared the brochure
of the raining courses program for 1998 which
“contains the iraining experience in CPAS and the
subjects and dims of the training courses that will
‘be crganized. This brochure will be sent to all
‘concerned authorities who deal with CPAS in
Egypt and Arab countries.

# A guide and index for subjects and contents
‘of Alam Al-Benaa Magazine from the first issue

‘until the 188 th one, had been made on Microsoft’

| Winword Program. The discs containing this
“index will be sold in the Magazine premises to
-make it easy for the reader to find any subject or
project from the Magazine publications.

#* A showrooni was prepared it CPAS for sam-
‘ples and catalogues concerning building & fin-
ishing materials and also censtruction methods.
It was visited by many students of Faculties of
Engineering to get aquainted with the technical
‘information and specification.
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this site. Places such as Omm Dounien,
next to Al-Maqs (which had served as
Amar's army's first camp site during the
seventh century) already existed. There
were alsc some constructions such as the
large park called The cafour Gardens' with
its menagerie and stables. The garden,
which was to room one of the Fatimid pal-
aces, stretched as far as the canal, which
flowed on the west. There was also a con-
vent belonging to the Copts and a small
village, Basr al-Chouq (which has lent its
name to a sector, that still exists today, in
the north-eastern section of the old town).
The new town was built on a practically
square shaped plot of land about a mile
away from the river. The town's boundaries
were defined by natural landmarks: on the
east rose the Mugattam heights, on the
west, the canal (the Khalij had originally
been a silted up tributary of the Nile, which
from the Ancient days had tumed into a ca-
nal comnecting Babylen to the Red Sea),
Al-Djabal al-Ahmar were in the north and
the towns of Fustat and al-Qata'i in the
south. The city of al-Qahira was construct-
ed on the basis of a well thought-out plan.
Paralled to the canal,through the length of
the town, ran a wide road with a series of
side-streets cutting across and leading to-
wards the canal The town was made up of
two parts: one to the west of the main axis,
the other to the east. The section of the
street that ran between the two palaces was
called 'Bien al-Quasrine' {the sireet between
two palaces). The street in ils entirety was
called "Qasbat al-Qahira’. The town con-
tained two mosques, one in the north -the
al-Hakim- and the other in the south -the
al-Azhar- as well as houses and mansjons
belonging to princes and dominant castes.
Al-Qahira, very quickly tock on the char-
acteristics of a fortified town -a feature that
had so far been unprecedented, On the west-
ern side a wall bordered the Khalij, which
in turn served as a ditch. The name of the
road, ‘Bien al-Sourien' (road between two
walls), which has survived to this day,
seems to indicate that there were probably
two walls. The surtounding walls of the
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C. Al Qahlra {965)

town comprised of several gates: in the
north the Bab al-Futuh and the Bab al-Nasr,
in the south the Bab Zuwayla and in the
west the Bab al-Mahrong. Several bridges
linked al-Qahira to the other parts of the
town: the al-Qantra, which crossed the Kha-
lij and joined the Fatimid town to the old

port of al-Mags and the other (which had al-

ready been there) connected Fustat to the
isle of Rawdah. The town of al-Qahira had
¢ertain uncommon features. Already the fact
that it was a fortified residential town con-
structed around the residential palace, dis-
finguished it greatly from previcus towns.
The mosque had lost its importance and was
no longer the central core arcund which the
town developed. Under the Fatimids, the
mosque was no longer considered the centre
of political and religious power. This had
somewhat shifted towards the residential
palace. In retorm, the mosque was situated
either in the north or the south of the town.
This change can be explained by the fact
that the Fatimid were a Shi'ite foreign pow-
er from Tunisia, who felt hostile to the tra-
ditions set previously by the Sunnite Califs
and so wanted to impose great changes.
The town of Fustat was not neglected and
continued to grow. The Persian traveller,
Nasir-[-Khrosrow in the tenth century de-
sctibed its market place, which stood next
to the 'Amr mosque as the richest in the
world. He also spoke of the height of the
buildings and described having seen gar-
dens built onto the roof of seven storey
houses as well as narrow streets with beau-
tiful prowuding constructions. Al-Qahira
expanded very rapidly and overran its lim-
its. The survounding wall of the town was
extended and rebuilt by Badr and Gamali to
encompass the new clusters of settlements
in the north and the south of the old wall,
The three gates, Bab al-Nasr, Bab al-Futuh
in the north and Bab Zuwaylah in the south
were rebuilt. In spite of a new rampart, a
new sector called Husayniyah emerged in
the north on the other side of the Bab al-
Futuh wall. In the south the town of Fustat
also continued to grow,

Synopsis

-

. = Subject of the Issue :
. Organizing Architecture Competition

' tecture competition is cossidered to be oae of
~ the main stages of organizing the competitions..

- tition. (R, 10) ?

_ & Projects of the Issue ¢
" = Nile Showroom for Performing Arts

i International Fair land in Gezira, then it wes
 changed in the sizties to 2 showroom for Per- |
. forming Artsbut according to.its design, it wasn't

| with & garden for reading, 2 cinema. an impor-
. tant visitors hall, cafetenas, a symposinms hall, |
- administration, stores for anistic works with an

| natural to think of éstablishing such 8 suseum’ |

Preparing the term of reference for any aschi-

The snbject of the issugreviews in details all the,
steps and procedures which must be taken in con-
sideration to enhance the success of the gompe-

Pro. Arch. Abdelhalim Jbrahim .
‘This building was constracted in the twenties of
thiz century where it was designed by Mostafa
Pagha Fahmy. It was among the building of the |

efficient enough for this function. When the
earthquake of October 1992 occured, there were .
collapses and cracks which made the National .
Center for Performing Arts taking the chance to
re-design the building to suit #s fonction. The
project consists of many elerents including
showrooms for Performing Arts, an artistic B-
brary - the higgest of ali in jts kind in Egypt -

open court, besides 2 group of other facilities. (F. 12)
« Taba Hillton Pevelopment & Expansion Project
Arch. Dr. Zakaryia El-Dars |
The project consists of : - & comimercial build-
ing on an ares of 10,000 n - a casino building
which somprises a groundfloor as a dinning hall

| for mﬂ(l?'ees and fisrt & second floor for the |

casino halis - restatrants and playgroundsin two |

. floors - admintstrative offices and a power sta- |

tion - a swimming pool, a jacuzzi & &n anchor-

- mge - an accommodation for 240 employees in |

120 rooms with private bathzooms - sanitary |
drainage treatment nait. {P. 30} %
- Mommifieations Museum - Luxor. |
Arch. Gamal Bakry 1
WMummification art is considered the thp secrel |
of the Phareanir pivilization which couldn't be |
discoverédby modern science inspite of atl tech- ]
nologies it has pot to probe the depth.of this
amazing secret ... The remarkable thing about
the matter iz that Egypt, the couniry af mmnmi- 1
fication, had no nmseum for this art, $o it was
trying'to bring this arl ¢lose to people and visi- |
tors minds. Therefore when Ministry of Culture
hadreceived the opposite building to Luxor Tem-
pleto change it for cultural porposes, ithad been
decided to wansform one of its halls to be the
Mumniification Museum. {P. 34}
~Ataturk Library

Arch, Sedad Eldem

[stanbu] Ataturk Cultursl Cenfer was conceived
for the Koc Foundation as a project incotpesat- -
ing library, inusenm and exhibitien halls o the
hexagonal grid of the site plan but only the |-
brary was built 1973-75, The acknowledged ref- *
exence for the library iy Fidem’s unbuilt progect
for the Turkish Restautant of Istanbnl Hilton
Hotel, (P. 50) 4

» From Heritage

Renovation of Bayt El-Subaymi

Amaong the most important examples of Cairo.

traditional architecture ate private 25, Afew

of these houses stilf survive and provide ns with ©
valyable irformation concczﬂ%thc character

of rr,atlitit:mal] arthitccutre. Bayt I -Sluha mi ;;z-a

vivid example. It was first boilt in , and a

a:ﬂ)staﬁcmf addition was made io the structore

in 1796, (P, 38)

f Technical Articke ¢
slamie perspective [or urban mrrangment

Dr. Abdelbaki Tirahim

Introduction to restoring the. urban balapce for

Arabiccity. (P. 53}




Old Cairo

important role in the formation and the de-
velopment of all the towns in this area; if
showed the way to foreign invaders, and al-
lowed for commerce and communication
with Asia. Between the seventh and the
tenth century, this path established the
means of inter-communication between
towns, and from the tenth century onwards,
it became the principal artery of the Fatim-
id capital and was the axis along which the
town expanded. By the seventh century, the
commander-in-chief of the Arab army had
therefore not founded the first town in an
ahistorical region; it was a site which was
to witness a succession of towns and capi-
tal cities and finally give birth to one of
the largest metropolises of the world to-

day.

Tge eighth century: Al-Askar

Ip 750 the political situation changed; the
Ommayades were overthrown by the
Abbasids. When the Abbasid army reached
Egypt, they abandoned Fustat and founded
al Askar (the cantonment) in an area called
‘Al Hamra al Kuswa', in the north of Fustat.
A new cluster of settlements was formed
around the Dar al - Imarah (the governor's
palace) and around the mosque {which was
built in 785 and of which there is ne trace
today). The military town of al - Askar
spread out around this core composed of
large buildings, numerous market places
and houses built in regular patterns. The
wew ity expanded, and like Fustat acquired
the character of a big town, maintaining at
the same time two distinct centres - the seat
of power at al-Askar, and the centre for so-
cial activities at Fustat.

The ninth century @ Al-Qata’i

The year 868 announced a new era and more
changes. The new settiement of a Al-Qata’i
was established around a colossal mosque
in the North East, on the Yuchkar heights
between al-Askar and the existing citadel.

The town took its name from the fact that
the land in the area bad been distributed in
the form of allotments amongst the troops
and palace officials. Though al-Qata'i was
not fottified, its mosque with its high walls
and its circular parth as in a fortress, gave
it a military character.

A large castle was built on the heights of
Muguattam, at the foot of which stood a
large Maydan (a square or a race course),
with a big boulevard linking the two to the
mosque of Ibn Tulun. The town, then , had
an area of nearly 1 sq. mile. The northward
extension of the town and the construction
of the castle were signs that the town was
expanding in that direction, and very soon
al -Qata"i and al-Askar, that had previously
been bat sectors of Fustat, merged into one
single town.

From the time that Pustat was founded
through to 960 when the Fatimid arrived
and al-Qahira was founded, the towns ex-
panded northwards along the historical
axis. Most often this extension came about
when the principal core and the centre of
power, i.e.: the mosque, the governor's res-
idence and the homes of the elites changed
place. These then went on to form the next
clusters of settlement. This process was
however equally influenced by the geo-
graphical configuration of the region and
the role played by the Nile. After the Arab
conquest, the Nile river bed changed its
course a number of times ¢ach time directly
affecting the town. In the seventh century
it came as far as Qasr al-Sham flooding the
Amr Mosque . The town had two bridges,
one in the north at Al-Mags (directly on the
banks of the Nile where Bab al-Hadid
stood), and the second at Misr to the north
of the old Babylon. There was only one is-
land (Rawdah) which was linked to Misr by
a bridge.

About ten years after the Arab conquest, the
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Nile shifted towards the west leaving open
land arcund the fortress, on which new con-
structions rose. The Nile then ran much fur-
ther to the east than today, and the present
Ibn Tulun area lay submerged under water,
which is what gave it its wealthy suburban
features. This area today stands at about
one kilometre of the Nile. The dried and
filled vp marshlands that existed in the
fourteenth century bear witness to the con-
stant erosicns of the river bed.

During the eighth century, the Nile
changed its course once more, this time
pulling further to the west. At this time
there were four islands: the isle of Tawdah
which faced Fustat, the isle of jaziraha
little further to the north, the isle of Bulag
in the north east (which later became part
of the mainland), and finally the isle of al-
Fil. The reclaimed land was put to use stage
by stage. First it stood as islands in the
middle of the river. Later the waterways
separating them from the mainland got out
off from the principal river bed causing
them to dry up and become part of the
mainland - only when the river swelled did
this area go under water. They therefore
came to be known as Birkat (swamps or
marshland). Large country houses were
built arcund these marshes and this was to
be the start of urbanisation. Then the
swamps were dried or filled up and they be-
came gardens and orchards, and in the pro-
cess they were further split up by the canals
and the irrigation systems, Plots of land
were left as they stood and large mansicns
with gardens were built on them. Others
were cut up and used for building smaller
homes. This explains how at the end of the
nineteenth century, the city of Ismail (the
present city centre) ¢ame into being on a
land that had witnessed the upheavals of
the seventh century.

The tenth century :
(Cairo)

In July 969, al-Mu'izz arrived in Egypt
with the Fatimid army coming from Tuni-
sia. He settled in the north of the three
towns that had previously been built by the
Arabs. This was the start of a long petiod,
which culminated in the construction of a
town of imperial proportions. Djawhar, the
Fatimid Vizir, was given the task of creat-
g this new town. This new city was to be
named Misr Al-Dahira (the triumphant).
The site chosen by the Fatimids stood mid-
way between Fustat and Ain Shams. The
historical path that linked Ain Shams to
the old Babylon went through the length of

al-Qahira




airo is certainly not a city that of-

fers itself up easily to the appreci-

ation of tourists who are generally
passing through on their way to the spec-
tacular archeclogical sites which begin at
the very gates of the city and can he
seen rising at the end of unencumbered
avenues. Moreover, the cld city is not
adapted to the requirements of groups of
tourists. Apart from the Museum of Egyp-
tian Antiquities (which noc one can deny is
che of the richest in the world), it is only
sites such as al-Azhar and its nearby ba-
zar, the Citadel and the recent Moham-
mad Ali mosque that appear therefore on
the programmes cf the rapid visitor.
More so than any other city perhaps, this
one needs to be revealed by a series of
itineraries which would, nevertheless,
ohly begin to touch upen the riches of its
streels, its network of tiny alleys, the va-
riety of its sguares, gates, monuments,
palaces, and passageways; the same
applies to the diversity of Cairo's urban
patterns, which reflect successive cities
that have transformed a site bordered by
the desert, hills, cities of the Dead and
the Nile, natural socurces of richness for
nglpt. A recent edition of the Cahier de
la Recherche Architectural already invit-
ed us to discover the city of Cairc, how-
ever partially.
This guide cffers us further encourage-
mem%cr discovery, although it is clearly
toc brief for a city of 12 million inhabi-
tants. it has been meticulously put to-
gether, with sound historical document-
tng, by Sawsan Noweir, architect,
historian and researcher at the I.F.A. and
AD.R.O.S., and who is also involved in a
Cairo "Workshog‘ with Jean-Charles De-
paule, Philippe Paneral and Mona Zaka-
riva. Ms. Noweir was assisted for those
parts dealin%wilh 19th century transfor-
mations of Cairo, by Mercedes Volait,
who is also an architect and researcher
at AD.R.C.S. and at the CEDEJ. (A re-
cent article by Ms. Vdlait appeared in M|-
MAR 13) - Pierre Clement, institue fran-
cais d'Architecture, Paris.
This bulletin has been made pos-
sible by the support and partici-
pation of The Aga Khan Award for
Architecture.
The seventh century : Fustat
The Arabs atrived in Egypt in 640 A.D. and
founded their capital some 20 kilometers
south of the tip of the delta, on a site where
the Mugattam Mountains came closest to
the Nile, 'Amr-Tbn-Al-As, the commander-
in-chief of the Calif Omar's army, chose the
site of the town on the banks of the Nile
and in close proximity to the Byzantine
fortress of Babylon. The town was built
around a central core, the 'Amr Mosqgue
(built in 64i-42 A.D)), arcund which the
conquerors seitled. Then, ethnic settle-
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ments, each with their own sanctuaries,
were formed on the periphety. The first
Arab town took the form of a military
camp, though lacking in fortifications
hance the name Fustat (a camp). It consist-
ed of three gates, situated in the north, the
east and the south, market places and a
mosque, which primarily served as a place
of worship but was at the same time used as
4 watch-tower, a meeting ball and a couort
of justice. Fustat very rapidly developed
into the administrative capital of the re-
gion and engutfed the ancient City of Bab-
ylon within its urban confines.

Though, Fustat was the first Arab town in
the region, it was however not the first to
occupy that site. Due to its sirategic posi-
tion, its gecgraphic characteristics and its
proximity to the Nile, the site had long
before been considered an important one.
This theroughfare of all Asian invasions
gave the towns in this region their omni-
present military charactiristics. In the
south, on the site of a fortress in Ancient
Egypt. Roman Emperor Trajan had be-
fween 98-117 AD. built fortifications and
the Fort of Babyton, which the Ar-
abs called ‘Dasr al Shami'’; it was
thus through the mispronunciation
of the older name Pi-Hapi-n-on',
that the name Babylon came to be
vsed. Situated directly on the banks
of the River Nile, this important
town of the Greek and Roman era,
boasted a port, two kilometres of
dockland and was joined to the Red
Sea by a canat, which had previ-
ously existed in Ancient Egypt.
Forther south, abouat twenty kilo-
metres from Babylon on the west
bank of the Nile, stood Memphis;

Memphis had been the capital of the old
empire and was one of the oldest and the
most important towns of Egypt; it con-
tained the Temple of the God Ptah, a royal
palace and white impressive fortifications,
It was also the seat of government. Though
Memphis did not always retain its status as
a capital, it neverthetess remained an im-
portant town, which was partly due to its
strategic location between Lower and Up-
per Egypt. Within this same region and
during the same era, there was also Helio-
polis - or "Ain Shams - the holy city of An-
cient Egypt. As the capital city of one of
the regions in Lower Egypt, Heliopolis
had, for a very long time, played an unde-
miably important rele. Its temple {of which
there only remains an obelisk) had been
the oldest and the most important temple
devoted to the worship of the Sun.

The two cities of Memphis and Hiliopolis
had, from the time of the Pharaohs, been
linked by a route that was bordered with
Sphinx.This road passed close to the for-
tress and the site that was later to become
Babylon. This historic path played a very
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EDITORIAL

The Future of Architectural
Publication

Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

he developed countries tends to export a lot of architectural publi
T cation to the under developed countries including books and maga-
zines full of theories, projects, comments and information related to
the most advanced building equipments and materials. The Arabic pub-
lications in this field are very few. They are published by either volun-
teers who try to prove their capabilities, or by investors who try to get
benefit from the advertisements without much care to the architectural
substance. In the mean time the publication media in the developed
countries 1S undergoing a development process. One of the western
magazines noticed that the publication of drawings, photos and words
do not completely satisfy the reader . Architecture is not like the other
fine arts, where the two dimension painting could be easily appreci-
ated by the reader. The same thing with the sculpture work in the third
dimension. The architecture work has a fourth dimension which is ex-
pressed by movement and time. The architecture work could not be
fully comprehended by looking at few plans, sections and photos. The
fourth dimension could be presented in & way to show the architecture
work by moving in the inside or the outside of the building where the
human scale could be expressed. Man can appreciate the three dimen-
sion space when moving near or far from the architecture elements
which overlap are separate. The colour and texture of the materials
could be seen in their different shades according to the light effect.
The magazine fried to present the proper media for publication by us-
ing a C D computer disc showing the architecture work of one of the
architecture pioneers in their four dimensions where the viewer can
see the building either from the inside or the outside and come close to
see the details. The voice of the commentator or critics could be added
to the architecture show. By this achievements the architecture publi-
cations enter a new era. The 215 century will notice a great change in
the architecture publication where books and magazines may be re-
placed by small C D discs as the computer is now available in every
place, in houses, offices and schools. Advertisements also can have a
time and space in these discs where the products are shown in their
practical form, how to use or implement. In this casc the gap between
the publication in the developed and developing countries will increase
wider and wider unless the latter achive similar advancement in archi-
tecture publication.

E-mail : Srpah @ idsc. goveg
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