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Alexandria International Library

standing of historical heritage. This
trend is appreciated by the cultured
clients. In many cases this trend is
superficially applied by using the
architectural vocabulary or features
as cosmetics on modern forms. The
three trends affected the Egyptian
urban form which lost it character
and identity .

The architects who search for the
revival of local and historical values
in architecture follow three distinct
groups. The first group tries to copy
the architecture of the historical
buildings and build them with mod-
ern materials and means of construc-
tion without any consideration of the
time gap. The second group tries to
analyze the vocabulary to historical
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architecture and introduce them in
new forms and with new materials
and, to express the culture continu-
ity of Islamic architecture. Hassan
Fathy tried to achieve this target in
his buildings using the appropriate
building technology complimented
by the human factor. The third group
tries to find architecture in Islam by
analyzing the teachings of Islam and
how to express them in the suitable
architecture form. This approach is
based on the belief that Islam is not
limited to a time or a place. Its val-
ues are constant but the form is vari-
able according to time and place.
This concept is what 1 tried to ex-
plain in my book. The Islamic per-
spective of the architecture theory. ##¢

Synopsis

+ Subject of the Issue :

The historical and design  background for
hotels construction

One of the greatest challenges facing the designer
is the repeated plan for a hotel because it repre-
sents around 65 to 85 % of the total space. Any
waste or saving in the plan will be repeated many
times according to the number of floors .
Taking into consideration this matter the designer
tries to increase the rooms spaces to the maxi-
mum and lessen the corridors spaces to the mini-
mum.

The designer has to make all the necessary stud-
ies concerning the surrounding aspects, environ-
mental electromechanical and other aspects af-
fecting the building economically etc in order
to attain the utmost benefit required in a hotel
building (P.10}

+ Projects of the Issue :

- Paradise Village Project - Sharm El-Sheikh
Arch. Adel Mokhtar

The project is located in the area of Neama
Gulf. It is distinguished by the local environmen-
tal character of Nuba. Its rooms were assembled
in such a way as to give an impression for any
person that he is walking in one of city roads in
the oasis desert.

The project mainly consists of : the main build-
ing, guest room, workers habitation, health club,
tennis courts, athletic courts. (P. 18)

- "Switzerland''Hotel -

Arch. Burkhalter & Sumi

It is considered a model of the regional hotels in
Switzerland, it consists of a main building plus
an annex building connected underneath the
ground by a tunnel. The main building style is
appropriate to the old architectural building
styles in Switzerland. But the annex building has
anew design matching with the nature in Swit-
zerland using wood as a structural aspect in the
front. Also, the hotel rounded shape gives the
residents a feeling of privacy in addition to pro-
viding the different services in the hotel. (P
23)

- New york Hotel Paris

Arch. Michael Graves

The hotel space is nearly 50.000 sq.m. overlook-
ing the lake "American". The hotel gives an im-
pression of a habitable city with its numerous
buildings. It includes 575 rooms, halls, meeting
rooms, health club, two swimming pools, one
of them is open and the other covered, also a
number of halls used in festivals, and tennis
courts. (P. 26)

= Marlyn Hotel - Malizia

Arch. A .B .C Office & Arch. Sesosheen

The hotel is a model for architectural develop-
ment in Malizia. It consists of 20 floors and in-
cludes 300 rooms. This height gives a wide view
of the city. In the fourth floor the hotel provides
sufficient places for recreational purposes such
as music halls, restaurant, health club, swimming
pool, since first level is being used as garages.
®32)

+ Interior Design :

Villa in Los Angelos

The villa is more likely to be a museum. The
owners have a large number of antiques that are
related to the old Indian civilization with its re-
markable folklore. The owners wanted to have
a place expressing the spirit and style of the old
civilization. We find a rectangular reception lead-
ing tothe dinning room which is squared shaped,
this is applicable to the rest of the place show-
ing the simplicity of the design. (P. 30}
+ Techmical Article ¢

Grid Analysis (G.A )
Dr. Gonda Ghanim. (P. 36)




Opera House ( Cairo - Egypt )

their designs which reflect western
values.

The architecture magazine, Domus
once published an article with the
title "The architecture circus” refer-
ring to what have been designed by
foreign architects in some Arab
countries. Each architect tries to
play with forms and imported build-
ing materials without any relevance
to local culture or environment.
Most of the Egyptian architects were
attracted to this circus and tried to

play the same games. Few of them

Cairo Stadium Enterance [>

V4 Cairo - Staduim
Sports Complex

resented this attitude and tricd to
search for applying the values ab-
stracted from the rich architectural
heritage of Egypt. This trend was
guided by the late Hassan Fathy who
built master pieces of vernacular ar-
chitecture for the poor in Upper
Egypt and for the rich in Lower
Egypt. Although the work of Hassan
Fathy was well received and recog-
nized by the west, hc was not well
received by his fellow men’s in
Egypt except after his death.

This trend was not appreciated by

-
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most of the Egyptian architects who
wanted to play modern with refer-
ence to Western values and theories.
There are threc main architectural
trends on going in architectural mar-
ketin Egypt. The first, which is ap-
plied by Lhe majority of architects
who try to satisly the client without
consideration to the professional eth-
ics. They are those who shape the
urban forms of towns in Egypt. They
could be called building engineers
more than architects. The second
trend by architects who try to search
for new forms mainly from foreign
examples without consideration to
any local values or constrains. This
trend became attractive to clients
who are westernized or who search
for program and advertisement. This
trend is reflected in some office
buildings, shopping malls and sec-
ond houses for the rich. The third
trend applied by few architects who
search for the revival of local and
historical values in contemporary
forms through the genuine under-
standing of historical heritage. This
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Contemporary Architecture in Egypt

gypt as a part of the Afri-

can and Arab World has

been strongly influenced by
both civilizations. Spiritually, and
culturally it belongs to the Arab
World, and geographically it belongs
to Africa together with six other Arab
countries. On the other hand, Egypt
has been and will be at the crossroads
where East and West meet. With the
advancements of technology and
communications beside previous in-
vasions, Egypt, as any country in the
third world, has been greatly influ-
enced by the Western civilization,
This has been reflected not only on
architecture but also on the cultural
and social aspects.
Architecture education in Egypt still
follows the western pattern in theo-
ries and contents. This is due to the
fact that most of the staflf members
at the architecture departments con-
cluded their post-graduate studies in
Western countries and are using
most of the Western literature as ref-
erences. This is besides the invasion
of the architecture books and maga-
zines published in Western countries
on local libraries where there is a
great vaccum of local architecture
literature. Architecture education on
the other hand, is still exercised the

6/ 199

By Professor Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim
Chairman of
the Center of Planning & Architecture Studies ""CPAS"’
Cairo

T

Mosque of El-Gorna Village

architecture departments within the
curriculum of the faculties of engi-
neering.

The architectural profession is par-
tially controlled by the syndicate of
engineers. The society of Egyptian
architects plays a minimum role in
architectural practice. There are over
20.000 national architects in Egypt
but they lack well established and
effective organizations.

There are general rules and regula-
tions which might control the pro-
fessional practice but they lack the
legal status. The practice of Egyp-
tian architects is confined mostly in
residential buildings, shopping
centers, office and sport buildings

beside other small projects. Very
few architects have joint venture
with other foreign architectural firms
in the design of touristic villages,
hotels and residential buildings for
the rich. In the recent years many
of the large projects in Egypt were
designed by foreign architects. The
Opera House was designed by a
Japanese, the International Confer-
ence Hall by a Chinese, Alexandria
library by a Norwegian , big hotels
by Americans, Hospitals by British
, Airport by a French and a Danish
firm, Cairo stadium by a German and
touristic resorts by other foreign ar-
chitects. Foreign architects usually
specify western building products in



EDITORIAL

Earth Architecture
A Call for Reconciliation with the
Environment

Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

group of young men, who believe in God and the obligation of

the rich towards the poor established a central society named "The
Egyptian Group for Earth Architecture”. The Society's aim is to spread
the awareness of the importance of the appropriate building technol-
ogy and how to preserve the natural resources. The Society also in-
tends to encourage the researches and experiments which use the local
materials and the appropriate building technology together with train-
ing local architects, techicians and workers using and applying this
technology. This is in addition Lo the establishment of a data base for
its activities. The society intends to work in four main lines. The first
is how to use the appropriate building technology in shaping the new
settlements. The Second line is how to use the appropriate building
technology in preserving the natural environment. The third line is
how to introduce the appropriate building technology in architecture
education. The fourth line is how to encourage the authorities and in-
stitutions to support the application and financing the use of appropri-
ate building technology.
The Society with this approach opens a new opportunity for public
participation in the building and construction process in order to stop
the spread of informal housing around cities.
The appropriate building technology was the main interest of the late
Hassan Fathy who wanted to establish a specialized institute for this
building system. He put the main structure for establishing this insti-
tute and chose a group of well known architects to help him in this
endeavour. The role of the new society is to follow the mission of
Hassan Fathy with the same intercst and belief. The new society, al-
though it does not have the large capabilities to achieve its objectives
at the present time, it opens the hope to encourage the research insti-
tutes and schools of architecture to adopt this endeavour to stop im-
porting the advanced building technologies and theories from abroad...
There is a long way for this new society to prove itself by giving ex-
amples in reseach and application of the appropriate building
technology.
The problem facing the new society is how to solve the problem of the
separation between the design process and the construction process
whice is to be carried out by the poor who are the real users of the
buildings. Most of the architecture designs, specially for housing
projects, are given for unknown people.
The society has to envolve for the public participation in the planning
process as well as in the design process where they will use the appro-
priate building technology. The work of the society needs great effort,
patience and persistance to achieve its targets. The society deserves
the encouragement and support of all those concerned for housing the

poor. #
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One of The Ancient
rJouses Im IU@]
Calre

Owner: Isha Mohamed El-Gandour (the hause was built by her father)
Heigh : 5 storey bulding

Age : more than 80 years old

History : The bulding originally consisted of 4 storeys. The fifth
floor was added about 20 years later. Each floor is one aparment. The
ground floor consists of 4 shops and storage area, from which only 1
shop is active. S

16 year ago, the districts’ housing authority issued in order to demol-
ish the upper floor. Is order was never executed. The order was issued
for the safety of the pupils in the school behind the building. How-
ever,, after the earthquake of 1992, a group of military engineers vis-
‘ited the building and decided that it did not require any renovation or
restoration. It should be noted, however, that the school behind tha i i o

il Locatlon

building is now used as a police station. i _ ; pell
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@ THE WARM HOSPITALITY.

@ THE GRACIOUS SERVICE

@ LUXURIOUS SEATS FOR MAXIMIZING
YOUR COMFORT & RELAXATION

@ SEVERAL RADIO CHANNELS TO ENJOY
THE INTERNATIONAL, ORIENTAL MUSIC
AND CONTEMPORARY SONGS.
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-Al-Ashrafivya: Geometric form s permpused of the first
Hloar plan,

 be built in Jerusalem. It was com-
 pleted in 887 / 1428 by the Sultan
= Qaytbay, and sub‘séqllenﬂyruinéd

_ in an earthquake in 952 /1545
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