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BATIMAT ' Porte de Versailles

du 3 au 8 novembre 1997
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~ CPAS NELUS
~ « Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim, Chairman of
- CPAS, travelled to the Hashemite King-

~ dom of Jordan upon an invitation sent to
him from the Mlmstcr of Mumclpal Ru-

ference for Preservatwn of Archltectural
. Heritage; which was held under the aus-
pices of Jordanian Monarchy in Amman
from 15-17 September 1997. Dr.
Abde!bakwanumsd his "Development of
istorical City the Case of Cairo",

'AS contribution in the
exhibition related to the con-
number of its ;listinguished :
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| "Da'awa Faculty - Azhar University. The . :
project is characterized by the availabil- Aﬁ' Jwi
_ ity to convert the mosque halls for pray-
- ing to 12 classes by installing chairs to be
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ideas are accepted. We forget how contro-
versial they were.

Z.G. THIS PROJECT WAS CRITI-
CISED FOR BEING NOT VERY HY-
GIENE, NOT VERY DURABLE,
WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON
THESE COMMENTS ?

LS. Frist mud brick building of any kind is
one that requires a lot of maintaince and the
moment you stop it becomes suseptable to
degregation.

Secondly, although mud brick today is ex-
tremely expensive, back then it was not. It
made sense then, but would not make sense
to day. Fathy's style is being used by the
wealthy, ironically. The project should not
be judged in the 90's but at the time it was
built.

Thirdly, this is a project that has been con-
troversial from tha start. It was flawed at
the economic base from the start, so as a
result the kind of inhabitants that were in-
tended to be were not there.

It does not degregate the overall greatness
of Hassan Fathy. His concern with the rural
at the time,when most architects were con-
cerned with large cities, was right in call-
ing attention to the rural poor.

He also called attention the vernacular. As
he would tell us not every thing that is im-
portant is automatically good, and not eve-
rything that we have is automatically bad,
choose from between them and use criteria
such as environmental adequacy.

Z.G. ONE OF MR. FATHY'S DISCI-
PLES IS THE EGYPTIAN ARCHI-
TECT ABD EL. WAHID EL WAKIL,
WHO WON ALREADY FEW THEAGE
AWARDS, DO YOU THINK THAT HIS
'ARCHITECTURE REPRESENT A
TRUE SPIRIT OF THIRD WORLD
COUNTRIES ?

I.S. They both won on their own merit.
Wakil was speaking to something that was
unique and different. He is a master builder
in his own right. He is a classicist.

Z.G. ON 1983, RAMSES WISSA
WASSSEF, ANOTHER EGYPTIAN
ARCHITECT, WON THE AGA KHAN
AWARD FOR HIS ARTS CENTER IN
GIZA, EGYPT. SOME CRITICS
THINK THAT HIS PROJECTS ARE
ALMOST REPLICA OF FATHY'S
WORK, DOYOU AGREE ?
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LS. Ramses was a not really a deciple of
Hassan Fathy, he was a collaborator, a part-
ner, a college friend. They were approxi-
mately the same age. I was the chairman of
the jury that awarded him in 1983, and 1
can tell you that Charles Moore and a lot
more felt that this was a true mastérpiece to
be recognised. The use of light, the studied
casualness of the plan, It is a remarkable
achievement, It is not at all a copy of Hassan
Fathy. The only regret is that he did not live
to see the award.

Z.G.THERE ARE SOME MAJOR IN-
TERNATIONAL ISLAMIC CENTERS
THAT HAVE BEEN DESIGNED BY
NON MUSLIM ARCHITECTS, I LIKE
TO KNOW YOUR OPINION IN
THEM?

I.S. The issue about designing by a Muslim
is irrelevant. I pointed out this issue to an
audience of 400 people in Cairo. No body
will deny that building a true mosque is an
important part of the Muslim culture herit-
age of Egypt if not of the World. If you look
at Sultan Hassan Mosque was built by a non
Muslim, The fact whether they are Sultans,
Emirs or contemporary peoples does not
matter. They get the best architect to do the
mosque for them.

Z.G. 1 LIKE TO ASK YOU ABOUT
SOME INTERNATIONAL HABITAT
PROJECTS AND GET YOUR OPIN-
IONTHEM ?

HABITAT IN MONTEREAL BY
MOSHE SAFDIE

ARCOSENTI IN ARIZONA BY
PAOLO SOLERIE

ARANIA COMMUNITY CENTER IN
INDORA, INDIA, BY BALKRISHNA
DOSHI

LS. T have not hidden my comments on
Habitat. That it is another top down design
by somebody flipping over a box, skilfully
and intellectually to break the monotony of
the slab block but not organic design that
involves the communities concent,
Arcosanti is a vision of individual architect
that see himself as creators of something
that others have to fit in.

Arania is a marvellous example of empow-
erment and Doshi should be complimented
on this.

‘els, protrusions, flooti

“citemenl and pleasure for people go
“side the building by using the av

| serviceslike restaurants, rest inns, and places

i Architect W:llmm

ing areas ; _
give the architect the chance to ust
s, flower’
and lightings to create an atmosphere

spaces in an appropriate architectural tyie_

* Project of the Issue’; 5
- Hyatt Regency Hote] admamst ative
building : S
Architet : Michael anfes :
There are no doubt that giant: econmmcs S for
a country like Jaban would never have
reached this tremendous level if there were
not enough services and facilities fo guar-
antee capitals and attracts business men. This
led them to think of the necessary of having
a place where business men can gather and
do their business and their different activi-
ties. This was the begining of the idea to
construct a project including all different
banking services, such as-banks, Iransfenmg
offices, and offices for companies and
consulation; In addition 1o this the different

for temproray stay especially for business
men who-move from the place to another
due to the nature of their work,

- The main center for Wireless wmmum-
cations in Verginia city: :




Khan awards for Architecture in Geneva.

Z.G. THERE WERE CHANGES THAT
SOME LEADING U.S AND EURO-
PEAN ARCHITECTURALAND PLAN-
NING FIRMS, WHICH HAVE BEEN
WORKING IN THE MIDDLE EAST
FOR TWO DECADES WERE CON-
SPICUOUSLY ABSENT FROM THE
WINNERS CIRCLE, WHAT IS YOUR
RESPONSE ?

LS. 1 think each jury stands by its own de-
cisions. It was written its decisions, and I
can think of no justification of that. There
is a clear difference of views. Judgment calls
are made. I think the award has frustrated
by some by not narrowing down is criteria.
We look at it in terms of excellence. They
jury is well balanced, Eight or nine people
with unanimous decision. We have very tiny
projects that have won the award to large
landscape projects. The range is absolute.

Z.G.THERE ARE SOME CRITICAL
ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL IS-
SUE IN POOR COUNTRIES :

1- PRESERVING THE PAST

2- INVENTIVE TECHNOLOGY

3- ACCESSIBILITY OF HANDI-
CAPPED

4- WOMEN ROLE IN THE SOCIETY
HOW DOES THE AGA KHAN TRUST
FOR CULTURE IN GENEVA (AKAA)
IS HELPING IN ACHIEVING THESE
GOALS?

1.S. Well, the Aga Khan for culture has a lot
of programs, and I am not related with them.
The one that is to restore and help create an
rich that historic cities can conserve in part-
nership with others.

They also have an education program, ar-
chitectural program, architectural education
program, which involves also an outreach
effort with a number of countries and in-
volves gender issues as well. More broadly
they are a development network. There is
also a world publication arm, magazines like
Mirimar. On the environmental side, and on
the side of cultural heritage clearly the
awards have recognised those categories as
very distinct aspects of excellence.

I think the appropriate technology is being
promoted in different ways. The award for
architecture specifically has looked at ap-
propriate technology. The very first award
recognised some roofing systems.

There was an outstanding project in Kenya,
where the building construction technique
and invention of a vaulted red peaked struc-
tures, showed areal audition to the vocabu-

lary of the late Hassan Fathy, and his disci--

ples, which was mostly vaults and domes.

A whole new array of construction that
could be done affectively. The technology
of the high tech side was also recognised in
Kuwait.

There is less attention been paid to the ac-
cessibility of the handicapped than to many
other areas. The award has raised the aware-
ness of this aspect of accessibility.

Gender issues are essential. There is no de-
velopment that has not dealt with the em-
powerment of women and certainly in de-
veloping countries. This is the most impor-
tant policies to think about. The Age Khan
award has recognized women practitioners
and has developed seminars on dealing with
women's issues. Indonesia seminar dealt
strong with this,

Z.G.YOU HOLD SOME NOTABLE
POSTS AT THE WORLD BANK, I
LIKE TO GO OVER THEM WITH
YOU AND TELL THEIR MANDATE ?
1- ENVIRONMENTALLY SUSTAIN-
ABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

2- CONSULTATIVE GROUP TO AS-
SIST THE POORS (CGAP)

3- GLOBAL WATER PARTNERSHIP
L.S.1 am the vice-president for Environmen-
tal Sustainable Development for the World
Bank, which means I have the responsibil-
ity to shape the thinking of World Bank
along with a lot of my staff about these is-
sues, and make sure it is translated to the
rest of the bank. Bring back all these issues
that are confronting us in South East Asia,
Africa and Eastern Europe. Leamn from them
and maintain a global overview so the bank
remains as one six separate indentities.
The Consultative Group to Assist the Poor,
is a micro finance program to promote and
recognise efforts to deal with the very poor,
and one of the examples is the Bank in
Bangladesh. The banks are doing very suc-
cessful housing projects that recently won
an award.

The Global Water Partnership is a recently
created body, which is trying to bring
togther the financiers to belp coordinate the
kind of interventions they do, so need. The
treatment of water is very fragmented now
in most poor countries, many systems that
treat water are not on an environmental
level. We can not waste water, water crosses
two boundaries and causes political issues.

7Z.G.WHAT DO YOU THINK IS THE
MOST OBSTACLES IN DEVELOPING
THE THIRD WORLD ?

1.S. Many of course, including education,
health and nutrition. We are very rapidly to
a situation where there is a knowledge based
society with a raised production economy.
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Those countries that are noble will absorb
the knowledge, and apply it very rapidly,
develop their own knowledge base will be
the ones that can in effect take there place
in the globalized world.

The focus is the context in which each in-
vestment is evaluated. Agricultural researsh
is another factor. People tend to forget the
Unless agriculture is transformed, forests
will be chopped down, rivers will be
parched and the soil will be eroded. Cheap
food will be a big part developing countries.

7Z.G.HOW DO YOU ENVISION SHAR-
ING THE WEALTH BETWEEN IN-
DUSTRIALISED AND DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES ?

L.S.Sharing the world is a strong word. We
have a situation where the industrialised
countries 20 % of humanity receive 83 %
of the worlds income. The remaining 80 %
receive 17 %. The bottom 20 % received
1.4% of the worlds income. The top 20 %
do not want to give, they say they can not
so the poor must help themselves.

7.G. DO YOU THINK THAT THE
UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMS HAS SUCCEEDED IN
ITS MANDATE TO ASSIST THE
THIRD WORLD ?

1.S.All international agencies confront re-
ality in there own way. They aie governed
by their chair people. They are purely
suppotive.

Z.G.IN 1980, THE EGYPTIAN ARCHI-
TECT HASSAN FATHY WON THE
FIRST CHAIRMAN AWARDS FROM
THE AGA KHAN AWARD FOR AR-
CHITECTURE, WHAT DO YOU
THINK OF HIS GOURNA PROJECT
IN UPPER EGYPT ?

L.SThe project was flawed in the economic
base in the sense the people who were be-
ing tried to be moved were not farmers to
start with. There were some problems. Fun-
damentally this is not significance of
Gouma. The idea was brought forward,
which was counter to the mainstream think-
ing in architecture in the world.

In the 1920's we were going to apply
indusrial prosthesis to solve the housing
problem. This obsession with the machine
was countered by Hassan Fathy with
urbanism. Architecture is about people not
the machine not creating a cookie pattern
approach which you create with machine.
It is by empowering people to create. Us-
ing indiguous materials, respecting the tra-
dition, by learning from it, not changing it.
Hassan Fathy was an innovator, and all his
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His ideas were very appealing and designs
were remarkable, and I considered it a privi-
lege to have had a chance to participate in
the first major book that was issued about
him.

Z.G.YOU SERVED ON AGA KHAN
AWARDS FOR ARCHITECTURE
STEERING COMMITTEE, FROM
1984 TILL 1992, AND CHAIRED THE
MASTER JURY IN 1983 and 1995.
HOW DID YOU JOIN THIS PRESTIG-
IOUS VENTURE ?

LS. It started as a visionary approach by
his highness the Aga Khan, he was con-
cerned that the issues of the poor were not
addressed, that the authenticity of the Mus-
lim land was not preserved. The Muslim
heritage was being diminished.

He decided to seek out a group of intellec-
tuals to help him to form an approach, the
idea of a prize that would premiate high
quality work. Among the founding mem-
bers of the first steering committee were
people like Hassan Fathy and others. They
decided that what avenues they should look
at, and there were a number of possible av-
enues and they looked at and staked out the
domain concerns in a series of seminars in
which I participated.

Master Jury then came as an independent
body from the steering committee. It sur-
prised everybody, by putting such a big
emphasis both on the social projects as well
as historic conservation.

With a more conventional view on what the
architectural prize should be, buildings like
the inter Continental in Saudi Arabia, for
example, with buildings that were also unu-
sual such as the Kuwait Water Tower, and
so the first selections established the ap-
proach of the award and it was then sort of
elaborated. The steering committee sets the
issues and the Master Juries bring their own
individual perceptions to that.

Z.G. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF
THESE AWARDS ?

LS. Like all awards they are party to recog-
nise excellence, and partly to help shape the
climate with opinion, by giving a prize to
things that are demised to be worth, While
I have heard a governor of a developing
country talking to his staff after seeing a cer-
emony of these awards saying I want you
to do the kinds of projects that win these
awards. I think it has also served as a plat-
form for young practitioners to be recog-
nised.

There were a number of young people who
won (he prize, and by doing so, you create
a climate of opinion and set standards. The
AgaKhan award is also an educational proc-
ess as to the nature of architecture and criti-
cism. :
Z.G.WHAT DID YOU CONTRIBUTE
AS A CHAIRMAN OF THE JURY ?
1.S. The jury makes a collective decision
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Mosque of El-Gorna Village Arch. Hassan Fathy

and of course the responsibility of the chair-
man is to participate, but also help to bring
out the collective consensus, The consen-
sus is never easy. This is one of the hardest
and the most difficult juries to serve on, defi-
nitely one of the most interesting, because
the Aga Khan award deals with existing
buildings, they have to be two years in ex-
istence and not more than Twenty five.
This is balance that you look at, but you are
comparing a vacation villa for a working
individual, versus a mud brick structure in
aremote area, verses a conservation project
in an old town, versus high tech. tower
building. And it is this multiplicity of fac-
tors that makes the jury very difficult. You
are not comparing apples to oranges, and
try to come to the essence to asses that.

I think that my unusual background and my
sense of being grounded in architecture and
engineering, working in urban planning and
development issues more broadly thus a
very broad action of participation and criti-
cism as well as other environmental issues
has made me bring an enrichment to that
kind of discussion in these juries.

Z.G. WHAT ARE THE JUDGING CRI-
TERIA FOR THE AWARDS, AND
HOW IS IT RUN?

LS. The criteria are sketched out by the
steering committee, and they are quite de-
tailed and clear cut. They tend to want ex-
cellence, architectural excellence, in expres-
sion as well as social content, as well as el-
ements of the uniqueness of the heritage of
the societies and Muslim socialites. That last
part is defined very very broadly, so that
even Du Monde Arabe in Paris, which is a
building tries to express the cultural bridge
between the society and the Arab world.
The Muslim society has recognized that are
in the Muslim countries, that are inspired
by Muslim heritage. Criterion is a broad
cultural one a narrow one. 1 think that the
social types of projects have special crite-
ria in terms of effectiveness, capability, el-
ements, affordability of the work.,

All these criteria are spelled out in detail.

Then each jury comesup with its own per-
spective, Our last jury, which I chaired in
1995, came up with the idea that we must
recognise innovation because in a time of
great change, innovation is important.
The first innovator who takes the risk,
should be recognized for that contribution
because innovators will not only be the once
who bring solutions to todays problems but
also pose different questions for tomorrows
problems.

Z.G. HOW MUCH OF PERSONAL
EVOLVEMENT DOES HIS HIGH-
NESS, THE AGA KHAN GIVE TO
THESE AWARDS ?

L.S. His highness does not get involved in
the process at all. I think he sets amodel for
a lot of people in the manner in which he
keeps a total arms length relationship from
the exercise. He participates as chairman of
the steering committee in selecting the mas-
ter jury. Once selected the master jury, he
gives them a full mandate and the jury is
sovereign. They make their own decisions.
This is the most well studied and docu-
mented award in the world. There are dos-
sier prepared on each project. There are
technical reviewers that go visit, when they
narrow down the short list, they go with spe-
cific questions to ask and investigate and
then they come back and give full detail
reports.

The jury then meets, and makes its deci-
sion listening to the report and reviewing
the detail documentation on each project. It
is not a short commitment. They go two or
three rounds, two rounds are usually one
week each. Three rounds are maybe three
days and one week.

There is a tremendous documentation proc-
ess that goes ahead, and very distinguished
participants who do the actual technical
evaluation are then subjected to scrutiny by
the jury.

Z.G. SO WHERE DOES THE JURY
TAKE PLACE ?
L.S. Usually meets in the offices of the Aga
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Z.G. CAN YOU TELL ABOUT YOUR
BACKGROUND ?

1.S. I am an architect / engineer, graduated
from the Cairo School of Engineering, Archi-
tectural Department in 1964 I started teach-
ing in the University as a young lecture then I
moved from architecture to urban planning
and then moved to Harvard University where
I shifted to Regional Planning then to Eco-
nomics because I believe people are the heart
of all development policies.

After graduating with a PHD from Harvard
University in 1972, I have been working and
supporting myself through my graduate de-
gree while practising as an urban planner in
the United States, also by writing and teach-
ing about architecture.

I then came to the World Bank seven or eight
years after practice in architecture and Urban
planning in the US. and there at the bank I

started in education, and moved on to dealing_

with countries of North Africa and the Mid-
dle East, then moved on to be the Division
Chief for Urban projects at the World Bank,
then other responsibilities as the Director and
now the Vice-President of the World Bank.

In all of this period I have been focused on
poor people and environment both natural and

built, and I have maintained a steady affilia- -

tion with architecture and Urban planning
through lecturing and publications. I have

" written several articles and books about ar-
chitecture, housing issues and Urban issues. I
have served on many juries.

7Z.G. WHO INFLUENCE YOU MOST
DURING YOUR UNDERGRADUATE ?
1.S. Without question we were torn in those
years between two trends, one was the giants
of 20th century architecture such as Frank
Lloyd Wright, Le Corbusier, Meis Van der
Rohe and their achievements everywhere. The
other side was presented by Hassan Fathy, and
to me Hassan Fathy was a very special per-
son, and he was not lecturing at the Univer-
sity, so we used to go and meet with him at
his house two or three times a week and have
tea and talk with him about everything from
art to culture, design to architecture, built from
to music, and it was kind of like Moses.

Arch. Ismaﬂ Serageldin
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ISMAIL SERAGELDIN'S INTERVIEW

TIME: 3 PM.

Tower.

DATE: Oct. 15,
LOCATION: Mr. Serageldin's office, World Bank

1996

ADDRESS: 1750 Pensylvania Ave., 7th Fl., Wash-
ington DC, 20433 - USA

V ice president, Environmentally sus-

tainable development, the world
bank, Washington, DC 20433, USA.

Bom in Cairo, 1944, Egyptian National-

ity.

Married to Nevine Serageldin (nee
Madkour), one son, Omar Serageldin.
Education :

1972 Ph.D Harvard University Graduate

School of Arts and Sciences.
1968 Master of Regional Planning (wntb
distinction) Harvard University Graduate

School of Design, Cambridge, Massachu-

setts, USA.

1964 B. Sc. Cairo Umvcrslty Fac:.n]ty of
Engineering, (Architecture and Engineer-
ing) (First Class Honours Presidential
Award).

International Posntlons

1974-1975 Education and Manpower
Development Division, World Bank.
1975-1985 Technical Assistance Division

and Division Chief, Middle East and

North African Projects (EMEN A) Depart-
ment.

1993 Vice Premdent Env:ronmcntally
Sustainable Development, World Bank.,
1994 Chairman, CGIAR-Consultative
Group on International Agricultural Re-
search is the world's largest network of
scientific research institutions for agricul-
ture.

1995 Member, Board of Governors,
World Water Council.

1995 Chairman CGAP- Consultative

Grouped to Assist the poorest (associa-
tion of 21 countries, bilateral, and multi-
lateral donors).

1996 Chairman, Global Water Partnership
(a UNDP-IBRD sponsored global part-
nership).

Research Specialisation Domains:

Theory and research on poverty, Theory
of urban development. Sl
Theory of social and cnvnronmental
substainablitluy.

Culture and architecture.

Science, Policy and Development.
Main Responsibilities at World Bank :
Oversight of Bank's environmental, agri-
cultural policies and lending.
Oversight of Bank's Urban development,
transportatmn ‘water and samlatmn lend-
ing.

Professional Affiliations :

1984-1992 Member, Steering Committee,
Aga Khan Award for Architecture.

1991 Member, International Jury for
Samarkand Revitalisation.

1992 Member, Advisory Council, Aga
Khan Trust for Culture.

1993, 1995 Chairman, Master Jury, A ¢~
Khan Award for Architecture. .
1995 Member, Advisory Board, Am: .-
can Museum of National History.

- 1996 Member, International sc..™ :e Ad

visory board, UNESCO.

1996 Advisory, Editorial ~card, vorid
Resources Institute.

Membership in Professio «+! assc ja-
tions :

Member, Advisory Board, Center for ‘0e
Study of Global South, Amencan Umver—
sity.

Member, Syndicate of Professional En-
gineers, Egypt. :
Member, American Planning Association.
Member, American Academy of Political
and Social science.

Member, Regional Science Association
(1972-1975).

Member, American Institute of Certified
Planners.
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center of the whole complex. In an-

other example (pl.12), the great

complex in Ardabil, Iran, the tomb
of the founder forms a small circle
and all the other spaces are subse-
quent accretions, built not only for
visiting that tomb but also for the
transmission of esoteric knowledge.
Then large, formalized courtyards
and zones of entrances begin to ap-
pear.

When scientific buildings were re-
quired, they were also built, as, for
example, the great observatory of
Ulugh-Beg in Samarkand (pl. 13).
It used the typical Timurid vaulting.
The approach was very pragmatic.
They built what they needed with
whatever skills they had. There are
very few other extant observatories,
however, so one does notknow how
the Samarkand one measures up in
execution.

Hospitals were another kind of in-
stitution. An individual foundation
of Beyazit 1I (pl.14), one of the Ot-
toman sultans of the fifteenth cen-
tury, was probably the most modern
hospital of its time. It had a great
hall, waiting room, examining rooms
around it, and then the actual rooms
for the sick and the servants. In its
execution it was a very fine build-
ing and again constructed by the
equivalent of a department of pub-
lic works. All its formal vocabulary
was drawn directly from other build-
ings that were built at the same time
using a program based on necessity:
the emergency ward with examining
rooms around it, for example. Hos-
pitals were also of education, obvi-
ously, and sometimes they are indis-
tinguishable in plan from a madrasa.
&/195

pL. 15 Plan by Hassan Fathy,
New Gourna (after Fathy)

pl. 16 Tunis, plan of medina (after Lezine)

Where else did education occur?
Certainly in the bazaar. All the skills
that were not connected to writing,
knowledge of the Islamic sciences,
or medicine were taught and
practiced in the bazaar.

Now to finish off, let me leave you
with a few ideas to play with. How
architects should go about using
forms from the past has been talked
about a lot, but never really resolved.
The fact is they do: whether they take
them or leave them, they react to
them, they absorb them, they do
something with them. So the very
fact that these images have been pre-
sented to you is already important.
Are you going to look at the devel-
opment, or the planning, or the idea
of an institutionalized educational
system today within this Islamic
frame work? After looking at these
loci of education, do you conclude
that even though this kind of locus
is no longer used, perhaps we can
learn some lessons from it in the

purely formal and spatial terms that
are inherent in this particular cul-
ture? Do we deal with a new univer-
sity as a village? If so, we can turn
to several very exciting transforma-
tions, such as the one by Hassan

“\ Fathy at New Gourna (pL.15). We
might turn to vernacular architec-

ture. Or do we deal with the univer-
sity on a larger scale of complexity,
as a city? If so, can the medina be an

idea (pL.16)?.

I have here tried to present a series
of solutions for housing a series of
functions. Even though those func-
tions may no longer be the only ones
needed for higher education, the
buildings that housed them are still
available as ideas in architecture.
Learning design in school involves
learning a particular architectural
design way of thinking, with its own
particular history. In the West this is
based on an action and reaction to
the Greeks, the Romans, the Renais-
sance, and so forth, whether they like
it or whether they drop it. But given
modern materials, there must be
other ways of building and of us’ag
space that have never been ut}.s2d
conceptually by any designer.
Some Islamic buildings are great
buildings. Some great buildings get
used all the time, as details, as ideas
of space that are constantly re-
worked, whether consciously, or
self-consciously, or unconsciously,
Architects can take whatever is
available: why not look at this sys-
tem of using space, put it into your
visual storehouse and see what
emerges? i
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pl. 13 Ulugh-Beg's Observatory, Samarkand
(reconstruction), c. 1425 (after Rogers)
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pl. 12 Shrine of Shaykh Safi, Ardabil,
15th-17th c. (after Morton)

the entire empire. While the legal
basis was still the individual patron,
the implication of such an institution
was in fact much broader in formal
terms. Now architecture became the
product of a much more formalized
system of constructing buildings,
because it was the product of the de-
partment of public works of its time
and specifically of its head, Sinan.
Much more than the concepts were
extensive - the budget in fact broke
the bank.

The Suleymaniye was an educa-
tional institution, and today still has
some of those functions, although
most of the upper parts have been
changed into a museum.

There were, for instance, a series of
rooms available for specialists in

=y - |

pl. 11 Suleymaniye, Istanbul, 1550-57
(after Goodwin)

hadith (the traditions), a bath, sev-
eral kitchens, soup kitchens for the
poor, and the like. It represents one
of the most complete plans of its time
for an educational institution. It was
planned and, of course, built in one
campaign. It was not an institution
that developed by accretion. The
play of spatial combinations is dif-
ferent. The different use of the court-
yard idea comes from a different
source. Once the concept of madrasa
was established, some other formal
ideas could take over. Obviously
there is a hierarchy: that this was an
imperial mosque within a setting of
madrasas is reflected in how the vari-
ous buildings were developed, in the
materials used, and so on. The large
central imperial mosque is part of the

pl. 10 Lab-i Hauz Square, Bukhara, 17th c.

(after Architectural Monuments of Middle Asia)

pl=ped B9 J

pl. 14 Medical complex of Beyazid 11,
Edirne, begun 1484 (after Goodwin)

system of educational buildings, and
this time each educational building
does not have a small mosque as
well.

What were the other teaching insti-
tutions that might supply some ideas
for designers of today? One very im-
portant individual foundation drew
on a whole other sphere of learning
within medieval Islam - Sufism, the
transmission of mystical knowledge.
Its teachers, all of an esoteric or
semi-esoteric order, also had their
patrons and developed their own
systems. How did these look? One
small khanqgah, or Sufi convent, by
some accident of history became ap-
pended to the regular mosque of the
village. All that is left of it today is
the tomb for the teacher - this time
not the founder - and the entrance to
what would have been rooms or
cells. The teachers are housed at the

7/195
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his issue we will proceed

our talks about madrasa's
Islamic architectural designs.
Three more or less contemporary
madrasas were built in more or less
the same area of Iran by a group of
architects . Perhaps the best of them
is the madrasa built in 1444 at
Khargird (Pl. 8 a—d), which stands
alone out in a rural area in what is
now northeastern Iran. Its entire ex-
terior is recognized. There is no such
thing as hiding this building; every-
thing is important. The details of the
courtyard plan have been elaborated
and refined. Divisions between the
public lecture halls and the private
areas have been clarified. One cor-
ner has been cut away to make a
stairway. Even apartments for the
teachers were provided, putting
them in constant contact with the
world around them. Finally, a very
important element, the wind tower,
is introduced right into the iwan to
cool it in the summer. But perhaps
the greatest achievement of Khargird
lay in introducing and using a sys-
tem of vaulting that made possible
a triple shelled dome.
Once the idea of this kind of
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madrasa was established, it re-
mained, There was a continual
working away at the same problems
with variations on the same themes,
as in the much later madrasa of Sul-
tan Husayn at Isfahan (pl. 9). By
combining, adding, and changing,
any number of possibilities were re-
vealed. A formal pairing of various
parts developed other spaces. The
Lab-i-Hauz in Bukhara (pl.10) was
developed from madrasa types.
Eventually not only did madrasas
have rooms and an in-between area
for the lecture hall, but they were
built to respond to the street and in
fact to house shops, which, inciden-
tally, brought income in for the run-
ning of the madrasa itself.

Another idea - and to some extent
one connected to other concepts of
what architectural foundations are -
is the great Suleymaniye in Istanbul.
It has not just one madrasa, but
something like eight, all built around
the central great mosque of
Suleyman (pl.11). This was not an
individual foundation, for by this
time, of course, things had changed
and concepts had changed - this was
the center of an empire and needed

pl. 9 Madrasa of Sultan Husayn, Isfahan
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A Entrance to the Great Bazaar E South Ivan
B Entrance to the Madrasa
C Nourth Ivan

D EastIvan

F Sanctuary of the Mosque
G Great Caravanserat
H Court of the Stables

By: Renata Holod

a centralized concept. One could go
into the problem of financing and the

kind of people that were involved in
it, but it was conceived as the com-
pletely self-supporting social center
for a group of people who were
trained to be the lawyers, not only
for Istanbul, not only locally, but for

l - pl. 8 (a).Madrasa Ghiyathiya Khargird. Iran,
1445, front elevation (after O'Kane)
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EDITORIAL 8 Intellectual Conflict Between
Eastern & Western Architecture

Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

n the East, architecture is improving slowly because of the very slow techni-

cal development in construction industry. The Eastern architecture is affected
by the architectural heritage of past genecrations, whereas the Western architecture,
published in books and magazines; is heading towards the future in quick steps be-
cause of the very fast technical development in construction industry. So the West-
ern architecture got a free hand to invent and form its modern architecture without
any practical, economical or social limits. During quick visits to Western cities, we
observed complete changes in the features of the modern architecture witnessing the
different trends of the twenty first century architecture. Artistic formations and de-
construction trends have significantly appeared in the Western street so that the ex-
isting architectural heritage has almost vanished leaving the place for glass and steel
formations inside and outside public buildings, museums, railway stations, air-
ports, commercial centers and administrative buildings. This archilecture has almost
hidden the nineteenth and twentieth centuries ' architecture, and so the architectural
creation is affected by the achievements of the technical progress, not only in the
field of construction but also in ventilation, lighting and architectural equipments.
The architecture in the West is renewing itself to enter the twenty first century with
a new face and this happens through continuous reaction with the society that uses
this architecture and adapts it and is no longer alien to it. This applies to other arts
as well, such as music, painting and fashion, all live in a harmonious comprehen-
sive cultural existence. But the struggle between old and modem architecture in the
West is still going on and there are campaigns against glass and steel architecture
and what is called "deconstruction” led by Prince Charles, the Crown Prince of Brit-
ain. Also there were public objections against constructing the Pompido Center in
Paris, and the commercial center in front of Vienna Cathedral and so appears the
public reaction to everything being constructed in the West as a result of the in-
crease of the public architectural consciousness, whether they stand with modern or
old architecture, and no wonder we find Western televisions always showing films
about architectural and planning subjects and public discussions on these subjects.
And here we can say that the conscious architecture in the West is obviously re-
flecting the picture of its conscious society. While at the same time the architecture
is trying to follow that of the West within the available construction technology
that is either locally produced or imported and with the local abilities of construc-
tion industry including skilled or half-skilled labor, supervising engineers and archi-
tects who are trying to conform and react with the imported construction technolo-
gy and modern building mechanism. So the technical progress always appears in
the West and then is exported to the East. There appears a gap between modemn
technology and the ability of the society in the East to grasp and adapt it within its
technical and financial capabilities. The architects in the East remain unable to
comprehend this flood of imported architecture and they do not find construction
companies capable of applying it without the help of imported experts, technicians
& skillful labour. And while modern building technology is produced in the West
to fulfill the needs of rich and conscious societies, it is applied in the East to fulfill
only the needs of the high class society while the majority of the sociely stays far
away from everything new and consequently we apply the appropriate construction
technology to build the majority of the architecture in the East.
We still face the difficult dilemma how to cope with modern architectural technolo-
gy imported from the the West while dealing with the technical and financial capa-
bilities of the poor societies in the East .So it is difficult for the majority of the ar-
chitects in the East to link the old with the new. With the lack of Architecture and
planning awareness of the public, there are many different architectural styles that
are neither following -up the West nor linking the old with the new, but we find a
mixture of strange forms .And with all these contradictions, the architectural educa-
tional operation in the East is confusing and do neither conform to the Western
style nor to the local reality with its past, present and future. And the leaders of the
Western architecture are still the leaders of the Eastern architecture, and the history
of the Western architecture is still the history in the architectural curriculum in the
East, also building by steel and wood in the gld Western books is still the same ar-
chitectural construction subject in the architectural schools in the East... And be-
cause all of these matters, the architecture of the East lost its character and heritage
and became a strange mixture of the forms without system nor theory. gg
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