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CPAS NEWS

«Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim had travelled to

Kuwait upon an invitation from Consul-
tancy and Training Office at Kuwait Uni-
versity, to participate in the training
course held there, in order to improve the
skills and efficiency of the trainers, to
achieve development for the whole soc-
eity (16-21 May, 1997).

+Dr. Abdelbaki has received an invitation

from the Saudi Association for Urban
Science at Al-Madina Al-Munawara to
give a lecture in" Argument of
Architecture Between Individualism and
Collectivism - Is the Islamic Theory Go-
ing to Be an International Theory ? " (7-
11 June, 1997). Dr. Abdelbaki had given
lectures during last March in Riyadh and

Jeddah.

«Dr. Mohamed Abdelbaki and Eng. Osa-

ma El-Nemr, head of Execution Supervi-
sion Unit at CPAS, had travelled to Red
Sea to visit some coastal touristic cities
in order to recognize the investment
chances there,

~The Architectural Division is preparing

the execution drawings for 31 rural hy-
gienic units belonging to Ministry of
Health. They will be constructed in the
Sea Side Governorates.

«The execution drawings and architectu-
ral details for the Amphitheatre Project in
Ismailia, are handed over for the benefit
of the General Organisation for Educa-
tional Buildings.

+The Renovation of the B.B.C Cairo Of-
fice is completed. Eng. Abu-Bakr Afifi in
the Execution Supervision Unit at CPAS,
had prepared the execution drawings
and supervised the renovation opera-
tion. The experts of the B.B.C had
praised the finishing works level.

+Eng. Adel Mabrouk from the Execution
Supervision Unit has travelled to
Alexandria to lead the team work super-
vising the execution of Nesma Touristic
Village at the North Coast for the benefit
of the National Center for Social and
Criminal Researches.

+Eng. Hani Shendi, Head of Computer
Unit at CPAS, had prepared, drawn & di-
rected the brochure of Nesma Touristic
Village. He is preparing now the brochure
of the projects in Ismailia Governorate
and Amoun Village (Dera'a Misr) at the
North Coast.
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tum started.

Z.G. HOW DO YOU FIND THE
CANADIAN GOVERNMENT
ASSISTANCE IN WORKING
ABROAD?

R.M. You find they are very slow. | be-
lieve the American embassy is better
in helping their architects. The Canadi-
an government is very slow in respond-
ing to needs. We are unable to make
networking possible. For example, even
the western architectural associations
try to keep eastern architects out of
their provinces.

The world is much too small, and the
Canadians think on a small level. The
government should encourage net-
working inthe country. This is more of
a problem.

Z.G. IF YOU HAD A CHANCE
TO REDO THE ONTARIO THE
SCIENCE CENTRE TODAY,
WOULD IT BE DIFFERENT?

R.M. It would be different. Time has
changed, technology has changed, we
try to share what we have discovered.
In our office we have a saying. "EMPTY
YOUR MIND AND BECOME A PRO-
FESSIONAL DUMDUM" Architects tend
to be pompous and pretentious and
we do not know very much,

So, | am saying if you become a pro-
fessional dumdum you can ask ques-
tions and listen. | also practice the
two L's: listen, and you can become a
Leader.

There are four P's to the appropriate
answer. The place, the people, the
program and the process. All are differ-
ent so everything is different. Maybe
other people have developed new ide-
as, so look for opportunity and grab
on to them. Originally when we were giv-
en the task, we were going to an air
building, but we did not have time. En-
ergy consumption was also too high.

Z.G.WHERE DO YOU THINK
CANADIAN ARCHITECTURE IS
GOING NOW?

R.M. | feel the level of Canadian
Architecture is fairly higher than most
countries. | tend to praise my fellow ar-
chitects. Because of our climate, we
tend to put things together better tech-
nically. Designwise our average is far
higher than most countries. So | would
put Canadian architecture above most
other countries. | am happy about
our architects. | am optimistic right
now, and when |see a lot of talented
architects doing good work, | cele-
brate.
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Z.G LANDSCAPING HAS ALWAYS
BEEN A MAJOR PLAYER IN ALL
YOUR DESIGNS, WHY?

R.M. | feel that we are part of nature,
and that the building is not a building if
not surrounded by shrubs. The whole
idea is co-operation. You have to co-
operate with nature. | was walking by
myself in the Himalayas, | said if [ fall
of this path, no one will know, but it
does not matter,| felt very small. We are
desecrating this world.Nature is one in
its own,and we can not reproduce or
conquer it. We must live withit. We as
humans do not listen to the right voices,
we are marching to the wrong drummer.

Z.G. HOW DO YOU LIKE THE
ARCHITECTURE IN JAPAN?

R.M. There are a lot of good and bad
things going on. Everything is going
into a waste paper basket, and its fer-
menting, and it is going to explode.

Z.G.WHAT DO YOU THINK OF El-
SENMANS' WORK IN JAPAN?

R.M. | think Eisenman does not under-
stand their mentality. The Japanese
are using him.,

Z.G. WHAT WAS YOUR EXPERI-
ENCE IN WORKING |IN THE
CANADIAN EMBASSY |IN
JAPAN?

R.M. The Canadian Embassy is nota job
that we did for the Canadian Govern-
ment.

The Canadian Government had a great
concept of building a project with no
cost to the Canadian public, so to ma-
terialise this, we worked for the Japa-
nese Government.

In Japan the contractors are very pro-
fessional, not like Canadian who are
more like brokers. The Japanese are
very solid.

Z.G. DO YOU TEACH ARCHITE-
CTURE?

R.M. | do some lecturing. | find two
things wrong with teaching, the other fa-
culty members and the students.

Z.G. ANY DREAM PROJECT
THAT YOU WCULD LIKE TO
WORK ON?

R.M. Architects have a dream they fan-
tasies. | would like to do three
things. | would like to design a city
hall, a museum, and a cathedral. The
cathedral was a symbol inthe pursuit
of truth. | have donetwo out of three,
The cathedral is a never ending pro-
cess for me. *

SYNOPSIS

. Subject of the issue:

- An introduction to Libraries
designing.

Srreadin culture is the main concern
of the different governments all over
the world either in developed or ad-
vanced countries. Culture is the onl

way that |leads the country to ad-
vancement and preservation of its
civilization. (P. 12)

« Projects of the issue: -

- (Richmond-Hill) Library -
Toronto-Canada.

Arch. A.J. Diamord, Donald Schmitt.
The Huge Richmond - Hill Central Li-
brary was one of the frist building ac-
comploshed among a series of vari-
ous buildings that were establised to
develope the new city center. ( P. 16)

- Pheonix Library - Arisona -
U.S.A.

Arch. William Broader.

It was natural that Arch. William
Broader designs Pheonix city's library
to be the shrine the students seek.
((Pcstony.

-The Academy Library-Madrid.
Arch. Jose Ignacio - Linazasore.
Although the Spanish Open Universi-
ty depends upon different channels
for instruction (Radio, mail,...) There
remains the need for a permenant &
definite center to complete the circle
of learning. ( P. 28 )

- Sandton Library - Gohans-
berg.

Arch. Gapp Arc. & Urban Des.

The library is located in the middle of
various important buildings and gar-
dens. It is surrounded by number of
buildings with which it has a mutual re-
lationship. ( P. 30 )

« Technical article.

by: Dr. Mohamed Abdelbaki lbrahim.
Developing the project for B.Sc., ar-
chitecture departments. ( P. 23 )

« Interior design:

Villa on the Frensh Shore.

Sainr Emilion city is known for its his-
torical background and moderate cli-
mate. These attributes distinguished
the city's villas and houses with char-
acteristics that combines originality
and luxury. ( P. 26 )
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Mitropolitan Toronto Library,
Toronto, ont., Canada. 1997

Here | learned that democracy is a ve
fragile thing, so you fight for it, an
for everyone else, secondly because
when the country turns its back on
you, rou look for a leaning post, the
social sort of leaning post was not
there, so one sort of floats, and
does not know what is up or down,
and that is when | found nature a
great solace and that is when | really
learned about Nature.

| learned that nature isthe most per-
manent, and it is beautiful. The third
thing | learned, even now as an archi-
tect, is the he insensitivity of an in-
stitution, be ita government or a com-
munity, that could really suppress or
kil the need for individual human be-
ings to grow, and thereby create a
loss to a community, to the city, to
the country or the world. So |thought
if the government had listened tous
even as a child, things would have been
different . So the whole question of
sensitivily was a great issue tome.
| guessthose were the three things
that | learned in my early years.

Z.G. WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST
PROJECT AS A PRACTISING
ARCHITECT?

R.M. It was a summer cottage. The
budget was eight thousand dollars in-
cluding fees, dock, house, a bridge
and any landscaping, and | had to
live init for at least one week. That
was a fascinatin? job, | learned a lot
after living init fora week. We met
the budget.

Z.G.WERE YOU INFLUENCED BY

ANY ARCHITECTS IN YOUR
EARLY CAREER?
RM. | do not know. | really did

not like anybody. In the third year of
University | told my professors that |

knew more about architecture than
they did, so | did not go to design
classes, very pompously.l am not so

. “pOmpous Now.

Z.G. WHAT KIND OF
ASSOCIATION DO YOU
MAINTAIN WITH YOUR

PARTNER TED TESHIMA?

R.M. One of us take on the projects,
and take the lead, Let's say | am the
projects -architect, but Ted is the back
up he is my conscious. He asks
uestions of my work and | of his. We
iscuss Iprinciples. We never discuss
personality.

Z.G. | LIKE TO ASK YOU
WHAT YOU FEEL OF SOME
ARCHITECTURAL PROJECTS,
MISSISSAUGA CITY HALL?

R.M. No Comment.

Z.G. HoOw ABOUT THE
PORTLAND BUILDING BY
GRAVES?

R.M. | went to visit that building, but |
found it did not suit my personality.
What bothered me was not the style,
but the lack of contextual relationship
to the neighbouring buildings. it sits
there like some pompous, egocentric,
pretentious monument to the architect,
and | really did not feel, it was con-
trary to my beliefs

Z.G. | GUESS YOU ARE NOT A
POST- MODERNIS?

R.M. Post-modernism does not suit my
Personalhy. Other people like it, that is
ine with me. | don't think post moder-
nim is going to last. When talented ar-
chitects do that work, it comes out
well, but what bothers me is architects
that have not talent pass it off as a
style, and the public is getting crap.

Z.G. | ENVISION SOME OF
YOUR WORK AS POST-
MODERNISTIC, SUCH AS NORTH
YORK CIVIC CENTRE IN TO-
RONTO.

R.M. We have looked at it but not
adopted it.

Z.G.WHAT ABOUT DECON-
STRUCTIONISM?
R.M. Exciting

Z.G. PHILIP JOHNSON'S C.B.C.
BUILDING IN TORONTO?

R.M. Clumsy

Z.G. SAFDIE'S HABITAT IN MON-
TREAL? )

R.M.| found it interesting at that time. It
was exciting, now | find it lacking in sol-
id philosophy, it was a technological ad-
venture. It puts blocks together. It
does not understand Human beings,
and that is unfortunate, There is no hu-
man values. It missed the essence of
needs.

Scarborough civic center -
scarborough, ont., Canada

Z.G. EATONS CENTRE?
R.M. It ignored the outside.

Z.G. JOHNSON'S A.T.&T. BUILD-
ING IN NEW YORK?

R.M. Ridiculous

Z.G.WHAT DO YOU THINK OF
TORONTO SKY DOME?

R.M. It is ugly, but it has character,
sometimes; its like an uglly turtle, It
could have been friendly if it would be
more pristine. This is a very interesting
situation. Canadian are more in Macin-
tosh. We are more interested in wire
hangers, not good hangers. We are go-
ing through a phase. | am not sayin
that the Skydome is a good solution.
represents the wire hanger situation.
It is ugly. The whole waterfrontis a
missed opportunity.

Z.G. WHAT OPPORTUNITY
IT MISs?

R.M. Missed opportunity, and it is go-
ing to take a lot to correct the access
of the mass of people tothe water.

Z.G. YORKVILLE PARK, IN TO-
RONTO?

R.M. it puts me off. They put a huge
rock to pretend itis a rock mass.There
are certain parts that are good. That is
unfortunate. | think we are heading for
disaster.

Z.G. ONE OF YOUR EARLY PRO-
JECTS, WAS THE COMPETITION
WINNING SCARBOROUGH CIVIC
CENTRE, HOW DID IT START?

R.M. | guess it was started in 1969. It
was a major project, Scarborough really
interested me, and when we went to
the interview, we really did not talk
about architecture. | was very much in-
terested about talking about the vir-
tues of democracy, at the municipal lev-
el, and how does one expressit, so
that is what we tried to do. We were in-
vited to the competition. The interesting
thing is that | was taking a great
chance.

DID

It was the first building to have a central
atrium,we never called it that. It was a
central public space, a place for public
gathering.

Other developers and architects asked
how we did it, and how much it cost. No
one asked why we did it. So when they
found out how cheap it was the momen-
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DIALOGUES
AND
INTERVIEWS WITH
MASTERS
OF
CONTEMPORARY
ARCHITECTS

By : Zak Ghanim

Z.G. WOULD YOU CONSIDER
YOUR ARCHITECTURE JAPA-
NESE OR CANADIAN?

R.M. | think of myself never as a Japa-
nese architect, because | am born
here. When we were working on the Cana-
dian Embassy in Japan and | told them
that, | would react asa Canadian, and
| asked them to understand. The state-
ment that | made to them was not
one that would be made by a white man.
When | goto Japan| knowthat|am not
Japanese, but a Canadian.

Z.G. BUT | FEEL THER IS SOME
INFLUENCE BY JAPANESE AR-
CHITECTURE IN YOUR WORK

R.M. It is interesting that you say that.
At one time | designed a building totally
out of steel and glass and scrap metal
that the owner had, and when | showed to
one of the architectural critics, he said
it appears very Japanese, and |said is
it because you are looking at me, or if |
said my name is Vince and | was
blonde what would you say? He said it
could be Swedish.

Z.G. HOW DID YOoU EARLY
YEARS INFLUENCE YOU TO BE
AN  ARCHITECT?

R.M. | decidedto become an architect
when | was four and half years old. |
almost died and | was good at making
airplanes, and one day it landed on a
stove, and it caught fire and | tried to
get the plane. While | was in bed re-
covering for almost eight months. | used
to watch the workmen at the addition
that was going up across the street and
every now and then, | would see this
man with blueprints, | thought | would
like to be a person who thinks about
buildings, and later | found out that this
person was called an architect.

| was about eight when father took
me in West Minister in Vancouver, to
see Chinatown, and | thought some-
one must think about cities, and |
wanted to be that too, Ilater | found
this was called an Urban Planner. When
| was twelve duringthe WW |l was put
into the camps in Canada, because |
was Japanese.
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Arch. Ray Moriyama
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RAYMOND MORIYAMA'S INTERVIEW

TIME: 11.00 AM..
DATE: TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 13, 1994

LOCATION:
RIYAMA &TESHIMA ARCHITECTS, OFFICE,
AUDIO-VIDEO TAPED

ADDRESS: 32 DAVENPORT RD. TORON-
TO, ONTARIO,CANADA.

CONFERENCE ROOM, MO-

J& ia)(rnond Moriyama was born in
ancouver, British Columbia, Can-

ada in 1929; interned by federal govern-
ment with other Japanese Canadians
during the war. In 1954 he obtained his
B. Architecture from the University of
Toronto, and in1957 a M. Arch. (Civic
and Town Planning) form McGill Univer-
sity in Montreal,

In 1973 he received a Honorary degree
Doctor of Laws) from Brock Universit
in st. Catharines and York University in
Toronto; in 1980 he received honorary
degree (Doctor of Engineering) from
Technical University of Nova Scotia,
and The Ryerson Fellowship from Ryer-
son Polyechnical Institute in Toronto,
Ontario, Canada. The following year
1981) he received a Honorary degree
Doctor of Laws) from Trent University ,
eterborough, Ontario, In 1987 the Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan Saskatoon,
granted him a Honorary Degree.(Doctor
of Laws).He has also obtained Hono-
rary degree (dorctor of Science) from
McGill University in 1993,and an Hono-
rary Degree (Doctor of Laws) from the
University of Toronto.

Raymond Moriyama Architects and
Planners was established May 1, 1958,
and in 1970 the name was changed to
Moriyama & Teshima Architects, and is
still in operating as a partnership . In
1980 to this date Moriyama & Teshima
Planners Limited was created with Mr.
Moriyama as President.
M r. Moriyama holds memberships as a
Fellow at the Royal Architectural Insti-
tute of Canada and the Royal Society
of Ats (England), he also isa member
of the Ontario Association of
Architects, Canadian Institute of Plan-
ners, Royal Canadian Academy of Arts,
and the Architectural Institute of Ja-
an.

t.Moriyama gained his experience with
Flequ. Arthur and Barclay Architects,
in oronto, Ontario from 1957 to
1958.He was a member of a team
working on Urban renewal study for
Toronto Responsible for Urban design
and Urban design criteria for the City of
'{gé%mo Planning Board from 1955-

BIOGRAPHY OF RAYMOND MORIYAMA

He has been awarded the following Hon-
ours; Confederation of Canada Medal
(125 Anniversary Commemoration); Or-
der of Ontario in 1992; Life Time
Achievement Award- Arts Foundation of
Greater Toronto in 1990; Alumnus Emeri-
tissimus -University of Toronto, 1989;
Officer of the Order of Canada, 1985;
McGill University; McGill in Toronto
Award; 1984, Honoured as one of De-
Beer's Ten Canadian Men of Distinction
1983; Civic Award of Merit, City ofToron-
to, 1980; Civic Award of Merit, Scarbo-
rough, 1977. Raymond Moriyama has
lectured and presented office projects
internationally including North American.
Hawaii and Japan.

Mr.Moriyama has been featured in sever-
al publications such as Moriyama &
Teshima,Architecture as a ork of
Life, Process Architecture, Ja-
pan(1993), A view of Contemporary ar-
chitects (includes Moriyama as one of
five Canadian Architects of International
Significance), U + A, Japan &1 977) and
Encyclopedia of Architects (architects
from 4,600 B.C. to date), MacMillan,
1982.

Mr. Moriyama is also very active in the
Governor's Council, North York General
Hospital , North York, Ontario, Canada,
1994; sits on the Advisory Board - For
Every Child a Tree -Project of National
Survival Institute with United Nations
Environment Programme; is Chairman
of Board,Ecological Research Limited,
Chairman of Task Force on Environ-
mental and ecological factors, Mid-
Canada Conference 1969 -70

Among his projects: Japanese Canadian
Culture Centre, North York, Ontario, An
apple for the Big Apple, N.Y. USA,
Bata Show Museum, Toronto, Onta-
rio Bank of Montreal Training Centre,
Scarborough, Ontario, Canadian Embas-
sy, Tokyo, Japan, Bay Bloor Radio
(retail) Toronto, Ontario, North; York
City Centre, North York, Ontario,
Science North, Sudbury, Ontario, Metro-
politan Toronto Reference Library, To-
ronto, Ontario,Scarborough Civic Centre,
Scarborough, Ontario and the Ontario
Science Centre. North York, Ontario.




Figuer ( 7 )

alistic movement in architecture since
most of the attempts made to revive

this traditional architecture were but an
elevational decoration, patched architec-
ture, out of any architectural concise-
ness. Not before Hassan Fathi did we
see the Qa'a in its original con-
text,preserving~the Iwan and Durga'a
plan. He employed the Durga'a as acir-
culation area and the Iwan as living cor-
ners giving a modern reinterpretation of
the old concept of the Qa'a. His effec-
tive and integral disposition of the Qa'a
in his plans (Fig. 9). reflects no irration-
al nostalgic mode of design or vogue but
a real understanding and an invitation
to the architectural society in the Mid-
dle East to employ their architectural
heritage and to abandon the false
claims of being incompatible with the
modern style of living. ...

Figuer ( 9)
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loggia covered by wooden screens,
Ghanyat, thought to be the place of
the musicians (Fig.6). The Ghaniat, up-
per loggias, could be a continuation of
the Manzara or loggia toped the roof
overlooking the courtyard of Al-Fustat
house, as mentioned in Genza docu-
ments it could have remained even af-
ter the covering process of the court to
overlook the Durga'a instead. This
Qa'a exhibits different features that
represent the characteristics of the
Qa'a during the Bahri period, the most
important of which is the horse- shoe
arch preceeded the Iwan.

The Iwan-type Qa'a became a typical
plan preserving the same features and
proportions of the above examples.
This can be illustrated in Tushtmr which
isa Qa'abuilt towards the end of the
Bahri Mamluk period in 1366 (Fig. 7)
Few changes were introduced to the Cai-
rene Qa'a during the Circassian period.
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Unfortunately we do not have many
existing examples before the period of
Qaytbay. However, the characteristics
of this period are represented in the
Qa'a of amir, Dulat Bay- the Qa'a in Bayt
Al-Razaz in Al-Tabana is dated, accord-
ing to the waqgfiya of Khair Bek, to
Qaytbay period, the last quarter of the
15th century . In this ga'a we can see
that the proportions became loftier but
refined and the Durga'a became higher.
The horse-shoe arch was replaced by a
pair of wooden brackets, Kurdis.

The Ottoman period, started in early
16th century, the urban fabric of Cairo
became denser and, therefore, the court
became more integral, architectural
element than being merely a garden as
was during the Mamluk period. This
minimized the area allowed for the
Qa'a. It is no longer occupying 50 %
of the area of the house. Nowthe Qa'a
is but a reception room among many

because the gender segregation
stressed by the Ottomans that required
more than a Qa'a and reception places
of different privacy levels. Consequent-
ly the Qa'a lost its role as the main
constituent of the house and its lofty
proportions also, e.g. the Qa'a could
be designed of only 1 lwan and a Dur-
ga'a. One of the best examples is the
Qa'a of Musafirkhana built in 1789
(Fig.8).

The 19th century witnessed a dramatic
change by Mohamed Ali. He patronized
a newly introduced architectural style,
Rumi Balkan style. From its name it is
obvious that it was a totally different
style and one can really see that the
westrnization process of the Egyptian
architecture had already begun espe-
cially when we know that Mohamed Ali
prohibited using Mashrabiyyas.

The traditional Qa'a in its original con-
text, therefore, disappeared even during
the 20th century with its Islamic nation-
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the turn of the 14th century could have
occurred. The question now is: how
was Al-Fustat house with its living en-
semble turned into a Qa'a plan?

To Edmond Pauty, the Qa'ais the de-
velopment of the Majlis, only, with its
Iwan, back recess and front portico.
Definitely, Pauty was influenced by the
idea of having a courtyard in the late
Cairene houses,so his argument was
based on that the Fustat courtyard

was preserved to last until the Ottoman
period, as late as 18th century. On the
other hand, Hassan Fathi and Hazem
Al-Saied suggest thatthe Qa'a was de-
veloped from the whole living ensemble
of the 2 facing Majlises or Iwans and
the court in between, having the court
covered. They are suggesting that this
process occurred gradually by having
the court in Al-Fustat semi-covered by
a light structure to be totally covered lat-
er by a lantern, Skukhshikha to re-
lease hot air. Wind catchers, Malqafs,
were used in different strategic spots to
compensate the reduction of ventilation
because of the covering of the court.
Many openings, covered by colored
glass, were added in the Majilis and the
side walls of the covered court, now

known as a Durqa'a, to support the liv-
ing ensemble, now known as a Qa'a,
with enough light .

Concerning that the living ensemble of
Al-Fustat occupied about 50% of the
whole area of the house andthat the

Figuer ( 2 )

early existing Qa'a as from early Bahri
period were built during the turn of the
14th century, such as the Qa'a of Aln
Aq occupied more than 50% of the
whole existing area of the remaining

ruins of the house, moreover, the
court was not an integrated element
in the Mamluk house, according to
Doris Abu Seif, leads us to conclude
that the Qa'a was definitely a develop-
ment from the Fustat living ensemble
by having the court covered by a lan-
tern or a dome.

Examples Of Qa'as Throughout
Different Periods:

One of the best and earliest existing
examples is the Qa'a of Dair Al-Banat
(Fig. 3). This Qa'a which is in the old
Coptic district. Qasr Al-Shamand now a
part of the convent of St. George is a
transitional example. It has a Majlis plan
facing an Iwan. The Majlis has shu
tters as the former Majlises of Al-
Fustat overlooking open courts. It is
dated by Alexander Lezine to the turn
of the 14th century.

Another transitional example that

shows us a T-shape Iwan but with

hold to the Majlis form, is actually a
religious example. It is the Khangah of
Baibars Al-Jashnkir’ in Jamaliyya built
in 1306 (Fig.4). In this example we
can see a Majlis Hiri elevation, howev-
er, the actual plan is a T-shape lwan.
Definitely this example was inspired
from the contemporary domestic archi-
tecture because of the exchanged in-
fluences between the residential and

religious architecture during this period.
The T-shape Qa'a appeared even before
the previous example. The Qa'a of Alan
Ag,built in 1294 in Al-Tabanna, was of
T-Shape plan (Fig.5).

As we may notice the Majlis- type Qa'a
and the T-Shape Qa'a were contempo-
rary, howeverthe Majlis - type Qa'a be-
came less common during the 14th cen-
tury to be replaced by the Iwan-type
Qa'a. The side niches or recesses
were normally shallow lwans, but there
were some exceptions which we might
consider as a colonnade-sided Qa'a,
i,e. a Qa'a with 2 side colonnades
such as the Qa'a of Bishtak and
Aqqush. This type was reflecting a
princely vision of the Qa'a inspired
from the royal palaces of the Ayyubid
and Mamluk sultans that were a depic-
tion of the Byzantine, Basilica, throne -
hall plan.

~ The Qa'a of Bishtak in Bain Al-Qasrin,

Jamaliyya, built in 1338 has 2 side

Figuer ( 4 )

77191



S L T R T T S R R s SRR T

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAIRENE QA'A

INTRODUCTION:

T he Qa'a is the living space in
the Cairene house. Literary, the ga'a
means a plain level and according to
Lyila Ali Ibrahim and Mohamed Amin, be-
fore the Mamluk period, the Qa'a as a
term meant the courtyard of the
house.In general the Qa'a is fromthe in-
finitive QA' which is also "bottom" which
emphasize that the term was used to
describe a plain and lower level. This is
also appropriate for the image of the
traditional Qa'a as we knew it during the
Mamluk period, i.e., a central squared
space "Durga'a". It is covered by a lan-
tern, skukhshikha, and one step lower
than the 2 Iwans open of which (Fig 1),
To reach this we. should trace the Qa'a
and its different suggested origins.

The earliest existing or traceable exam-
ple of the Cairene house is the house of
Al-Fustat. The archeological remains of
the houses of Al-Fustat uncovered by Ali
Bek Bahgat and then Dr. Scanlon give a
very early plan typology from the 8th
and the 9th centuries from pre-Tulunid,
Tulunid and Fatimid periods.

The House Of Al-Fustat:

The common living quarter in Al-Fustat
house was known as "Majlis Hiri", which
is the main constituent of Al-Fustat
house. It consists of a central |wan,
hall, flanked by 2 rooms, all preceeded
by a portico. The Majlis with the court
formed together an ensemble often
with another similar or smaller Maijlis.
Some rich houses had more than an
ensemble. This could be an addition, 2
houses joined together by a later
owner or it could have been built origi-
nally to accommodate a big family.
According to Antony Ostraz, the aver-
age area of this ensemble was about
50% of the total area of the house
considering that there was no function
separation, i.e. different activities and
dwellings were practiced in the same
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living area, e.g., the Majlis could serve
as a sleeping and living zone. Further-
more, locating this living ensemble
was the main design criterion when
planning the house - we can see that
the constituents of each living ensem-
ble in Al-Fustat, a Majlis or 2 and a
court are planned in a net square or a
rectangle form occupying the cour of
the property, around them all the other
services and dependencies agglomer-
ated (Fig.2) Perceptually, the tired eye
that had to deal all day with the curvy
and irregular walls would aim to rest in
a calm, peaceful, net space that gives
enough light and ventilation.
Employing water added to this calm envi-
ronment. Frequently,there was a basin in
the middle of the court. It was a
squared or a rectangular one with an
internal octagon. To Hassan Fathi, this
is the reflection of the plan of the dome
and its transitional zone, symbolizing
the sky which is reflected on the water
surface, Qubat Al-Sama,"Dome of the
sky". The basin was fed by a channel
running straight from the Majlis or Iwan,
a system that remained to appear later
inthe Mamluk Qa'a and its shaderwan,
fountin with a channel to the basin in
the middle of the Durga'a.

The whole living ensemble had a great
variety - it could contain 2 facing Maj-
lis, 2 facing Iwans or a Majlis facing an
lwan. It could also have a portico .
Therefore, we can not specify a pro-
cess of development of this ensemble.
Could it have started as 2 facing Maijlis
ending to 2 facing Iwans? Unfortunate-
ly we do not have enough evidences to
answer this question. Yet, according to
Hazem Al-Saied and his research in
the awqaf deeds dated from 1150 to
1400, it is likely that during late Fatmid
and Ayyubid periods the Majlis was the
most common living space, it was sug-
gested also by the same researcher

A lecture given by: Arch.Ahmed Sidky
During the colloguium of the Domestic
Arch., in Egypt- AUC

Figuer ( 3 )

that it was used to accomodate shut-
ters to protect the Majlis users from
the weather changes in the court.

From Al-Fustat Majlis to the

Mamluk Qa'a:
Towards the middle of the 13th centu-

ry, Al-Sultan Najm Al-Din Ayyub left
the citadel and built another palace
and fortress in Al-Roda island facing
the old city of Al-Fustat. His amirs
and followers resedented and built or
rebuilt houses on the ruins of Al-
Fustat, indicating that even until this
period the traditional plan of Al-Fustat
with its traditional living ensemble was
utilized. It is likely that it was modified
to match the needs of the new inhabi-
tants, and especially during this period
the main change and evolution of the
Cairene Qa'a in the way we knew it in
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EDITORIAL

ZAHA HADID -IN AMMAN

DR. ABDELBAKI Ibrahim

Eastin Amman, upon an invitation from the Aga- Khan Organization; the [ra-
qui Architect, Zaha Hadid, was invited to give her lecture in one of the
evenings in an open vicinity at the house of Ars which belongs to Abdel-
Hamid Shoman Cultural Association . It was a very cold night which was at-
tended by an enormous number of the Architects, headed by her Majesty
the Queen Nour.. Zaha Hadid was greeted so well whereas she is the first
Arab woman architect whois well known all overthe world. The representa-
tive of the Aga- Khan Organization described her as the first architect after
the Turkish. Sannan, in fame and efficiency, and so Zaha Hadid was greet-
ed. She began to give her lecture saying that she is looking for a new
world in the architectural field because she doesn't believe any more in the
prevailing logic in architectural thinking... and in the traditional method in
drawing plans, sections and elevations which are decorated by trees and per-
sons . She is looking for something else turns all the recognized standards
upside down. So she began to show her projects on the computer screen in
local English language, and too fast that the listener couldn't realize easily,
also the cold weather worried most of the audience. She began to explain
each project by showing a slide of a photograph for the location of the pro-
ject in study whether it was in Vienna, London or Berlin, then the photograph
turns into a group of flames goinginto different places, making a group of in-
tersecting shapes in space which are difficult to be realized or to imagine
its surface or volume. She explains her theories about the forces that affect
or result from the architectural work and the transparency of the floating
shapes inseas of lights, and here you find nothing but sharp angles and ar-
eas intersecting in space which are difficult to realize their method of con-
struction . And so the projects continue and the shapes continue until she
won the competition of cardife Opera and here it became possible to real-
ize the functional shape of the project in space and not in plans or sec-
tions emphasizing the suitability of the place for seeing and listening or
else from technical requirements. Leaders of Deconstruction School to
which Zaha Hadid belongs, do not care too much for structural or technical as-
pects and they believe that the modern technology can solve all the prob-
lems. Generally Zaha Hadid showed one of her projects which consists of
solid bodies surrounded by a fence resembledthe Holy Kaaba...and at that
moment the evening prayer called high in Amman's sky with Allah Akbar, so
she stopped talking for a while and then again she talked very fast with her
local English language. She finished her lecture by showing photographs for
the Fire Fighting Center in Berlin. She won this project which was the only
building among her works that was constructed and then turned into a small
museum. And so we see that the West cares so much forthe new trends
whatever the objections were until it proves ineffeciency in practical field.
And then the lecture ended by loud hand clapping and questions surrounded
her. The first question was: Do you use the drawing scale? but her answer
was severe and blaming the questioner. Another one said that he slept dur-
ing one of her previous lectures but this time he was awake, soshe was
disturbed by that note. And the questions continued expressing ignorance of
the Deconstruction Theory which is adopted by Zaha Hadid with others among
this new trend leaders. Then one of the audience, who wasn't an architect
asked a question, not to Zaha Hadid , but to the audience from young archi-
tects, asking them whether they gained benefit from the lecture or not.Another
one stood up asking how couldthis trend be applied in a city like Amman

built by stones, but he didn't find any answer.

After the lecture, some of the audience started saying comments... someone
said its a fasion and it will end ... the other said they're creations in space
which cannot be executed....

Really it isa remarkable experience deserves study and commentary.

on the occasion of the Regional Meeting for Architects from The Arabic

5/191




SUPER ADVERTISING

YEY AV «0 1 SU YEN AY £6 - YEN AN £8 0 L EIWI el = Suaad] ae = jledlp e VYT 03 10Y

s N pE e ety sew Al ieleall $ia N ~ ey o el asal]l
- &

[ )



@ THE WARM HOSPITALITY

@ THE GRACIOUS SERVICE

@ LUXURIOUS SEATS FOR MAXIMIZING
YOUR COMFORT & RELAXATION

@ SEVERAL RADIO CHANNELS TO ENJOY
THE INTERNATIONAL, ORIENTAL MUSIC
AND CONTEMPORARY SONGS.
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