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CPAS NEWS

* Dr.Abdelbaki Ibrahim and Eng. Ossama
Amer, the technical manager, travelled to
Yemen to follow up the current projects
and deliver the results of furniture and
equipment tenders of the Faculties of Ed-
ucation. Dr. Abdelbaki met the university
and the World Bank representatives.

* Upon an invitation from the Saudi Um-
ran Society, Dr. Abdelbaki and Dr. Mo-
hamed Abdelbaki will visit Saudi Arabia to
participate in "Al-Janaderia” festival pro-
ceedings. Dr.Abdelbaki will give a number
of lectures in Riyadh and Jeddah.

*Dr. Mohamed Abdelbaki took part in the
symposium and the workshop about
"Green Architecture”, organized by the En-
vironmental Studies Institute and the Ener-
gy Planning Body which aim at developing
the environmental awareness of architects
and planners. Alam Al-Benaa offered to
allocate a page or more, according to the
available material, in every issue under
the title "Architecture and Environment".

* Nine of CPAS employees travelled to
Saudi Arabia to perform the rituals of
"Alumra” during “the holy month of Rama-
dan. May their sins be forgiven and their
prayers be accepted.

* A pre-investment study of the Land
owned by the African Bank for Expor-
tation and Importation was primarily
handed, jointly by the Economic expert
Dr. Ali Sabri Yassin.

* The Training Division will organize and
prepare for a training course on "Sanitary
Drainage and Water Hygiene" to be held
in March 1997 in Muscat, The Sultanate
of Oman, for the benefit of the Ministry of
Environmental and Regional Municipali-
ties. The course aims at defining ways
of Sewage treatment and drainage and
waste water systems, purifying potable
water and protecting the environment from
liquid industrial waste.

* Alam Al-Benaa management, will mod-
arnize the library programme and system
as part of a planto re-organize the library
and its machinery besides saving all its
contents from books, periodicals, and ref-
erences on computer discs. Furthermore,
the Librarian will be trained in this field.

* The Architectural division is currently
preparing the working drawings of the
open theatre project in Ismailiya for the
General Authority of Educational Build-

ings.
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before the seventeenth century.We
have many reception rooms on the
ground floor overlooking the court from
the sixteenth century which might have
later been called the mandara,s.g. the
reception room overlooking the court in
Zaynab Khatun. A later feature, the
takhtabush, was an open reception on
the ground floor devoted to the recep-
tion of the male guests for whom ac-
cess to the house was not desired. To
my knowledge, there are no examples
of the takhtbush dating earlier than the
seventeenth century, after which it be-
came very common.it would be inspired
from the Anatolian hayat, to which it is
similar in form.

Conelusion:

We might have noticed that not many-
changes occured in the social status in-
Egypt after the Ottoman conquest. The
ruling class was replaced by another.
Tha Turkish walis and their assistants
who were later from the former Mam-

luks. The major change was in the ec-

onomic status. After being the seat of
the Mamluk empire, Cairo became the
capital of an Ottoman province. Cairo
had to pay an annual tribute to Istan-
bul.This economic burden, together with
the change of the type of patron-
age-investors seeking the maximum
profits - caused a change in the treat-
ment of the urban fabric. The existing
residential quarters had to be reurba-
nized. The exterior elevations and the
number of entrances had to be elimi-
nated and replaced by interior ones
Therefore, the courtan an integrated ele-
ments,essential for the illumination and
the ventilation of the inner areas of the
houses, such as the inner ga'as or ann-
nexed chambers had to be introduced
in the sense that we know it today
through the different Ottoman houses in
the main, crowded quarters in Cairo,
However,many houses from the Ofto-
man period,especially those where larg-

GARDEN

auic reconsiruciion of the quarier of Azbak according to ity wag/ description,

er land areas were available, did not de-
pend on inner courts but on their gar-
dens, thus enabling themto have a
linear positioning of their elements and
to enjoy the views of the ponds and
the promenades they overlooked. The
general trend was to economize on the
spaces of the different elements forming
the traditional Cairene house without oth-
erwise affecting it, which was the reason
for the change in the proportions of the
qa'as and the durga'as. Cairene domes-
tic architecture was also influenced by
that of Anatolia. The mashrabiyya is the
most obvious example of this influence
or inspiration from the kafis in Anatolian
domestic architecture. The hamam is a
feature that appeared in th important
Cairene houses before the Ottoman
conquest but it only became a common
element after that. Later,we find an
Egyptian reinterpretation of the Anato-
lian salamlik and hayat, represented in
the Cairene takhtabush and mandara.
However,these didnot beacome common
before the seventeenth century. In gen-
eral we may say that the change inthe
Cairene domestic architecture was the
result of a series of changes in th eco-
nomic situation in Egypt after the Otto-
man conquest that affected the deeds of
the patrons in Egypt and consequently
their needs. This was reflected on the
urban fabric which was built up eonly in
urban areas that were already in exis-
tence before the Ottoman conquest,
without any expansion outside them.
Consequently, architecture in general,
especially residential  architec-
ture,witnessed some dramatic changes
in order to comply with the new urban
development as well as the needs and-
tastes of the new patrons. Thus, it can
be seenthat Egypt did not give up
its domestic architectural heritage. Te-
naciously, Cairo's houses kept their tra-
ditional elements, however, these ele-
ments were manipulated to fit the new
economic and urban circumstances.

SYNOPSIS

*SUBJECT OF THE ISSUE:
Architectural Education

Part 1

It traces the stages of Architectural
education from Greek education to
Roman to Medieval design.

It tackles architecture in the Ren-
aissance and Academe Royals.

(p12)

* PROJECTS OF THE ISSUE:
Care Centre, Saint-Die,
France

Arch. Hennin-Normier-Lelievre

A new centre for handicapped
children that rejects the ghettoizing
limitations of traditional institution-
alized care. The Centre provides a
regenerative force for the social
and urban fabric. (p20)

* The Sixth of October Uni-
versity, Egypt

Arch. Nesmat Abdelkader & Arch.
Sayed Eltouny

The University extend on an area
of 28,6 Feddans. It comprises two
five-building complexes. The north-
ern complex comprises the Facul-
ty of Engineering and the south-
emn complex comprises the
Faculties of pharmacy physiothera-
py, and languages. The adminis-
trative activities and services are
all provided in the second com-
plex. (p26)

* INTERIOR DESIGN:

House, Oslo, Norway

Arch. Jan Olav Jensen

A house in Oslo that evokes the
ancient myths of the hearth yet
imbued with the spirit of modern-
ism. (p24)

*TECHNICAL ARTICLE:
Educational process and the prac-
tice of Architectural Engineering.
By:Dr. Arch. Mohamed Abdelbaki.
(p34) :

*PROFESSION PRACTICE:

Rules and Regulations of practic-
ing the profession of Architecture.
By: Arch. Maguid Kholousy. (p16)
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For instance the houses of al-
Azkabiyya were aligned with the banks
of the pond in a linear manner to re-
ceived light and ventilation from the
street and a good view of the pond,
An example is the house and the
structures of amir Azbak in al-Azbakiyya
Discussing this* idea, Behrens-Abou Seif
points out in her article about the court
in the Cairene architecture that the
Mamluk house was without a court and
if there was then it would have been a
stable which was not integrated with the
structure. In her opinion,the court as we
know it in the Ottoman houses appeared
only in the crowded urban centers. The
idea was to keep all the previous living
units but within a smaller space which-
had to be compensated during the Otto-
man period by introducing the court
which replaced the views of the ponds
and the large gardens. |t included a
small garden and semetimes a fasqi
yaa and offered space for inner eleva-
tions as well as providing light and
ventilation to the house. The previous
long facades with many openings
overlooking streets and lakes with many
openings now surrounded a court.

The changes in the Cairene house after
the Ottoman congquest were not only
concentrated on the court. The ga'a
also witnessed some modifications. Its
dimensions and heights were reduced
thus making it more intimate. The main
trend was the reduction of the spaces
andthe number of the constituents of
each element For example,the number
of the modules of the maqg'ad was re-
duced from five to two. Nevertheless the
qa'a preserved its traditional elements,
the two iwans and the durga'a. This
formula did not change until the sev-
enteenth century when the traditional
ga'a was supplemented by the ga'a
Misriyya and the qa'a nisf Misriyya, a
ga'a with an iwan and a durqa'a such as
the principal ga'a in Bayt al-Sinnari.The
durga'a also shrank to become a nar-
rectangle during the same period. Al-
though the dimensions of the ga'a in
general were reduced there was a great
effort to keep its traditional elements and

their proportions, in spite of reducing the .

ga'a considerably, it had always two
iwans and a durga'. Even when there
was not erough space a small rectangle
was given to the durqa'a and a small re-
cess could have been used to symbol-
ize, compensate the disappearance of,
one of the two iwans. As for the
changes inthe architectural details of
the ga'a during the Ottoman period,
Lezine points out that the kurdis in
the Ottoman gqa'as were more elongat-
ed with narrow wooden brackets. The
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Fustat House

occuli surmounting the main openings in
the Mamluk qa'as were replaced by rec-
tangular openings. The stone courses
used in the construction of the ga'aor the
house in general differ during the Otto-
man period, however, we do notstart to
see the long, narrow cut-stone in Otto-
man masonry before the eighteenth
century. The above changes were re-
sponsible for the formation of an Otto-
man variation of the traditional Mamluk
qa'a. The other elements of the Cairene
house, such as the dependencies ofthe
qa'a,did not witness many changes.
Utilitarian spaces, such as latrines and
kitchens did not change at all. Yet, the
hamam is a dilemma. It is considered by
Behrens- AbouSefi to be one of the
three most important innovations (the
court, the hamam and the mashrabiyya)
introduced by the Ottomans to the Cai-
rene domestic architecture. Neverthe-
less,some documents indicate that the
palaces of some Mamluk amirs had
hamams. For example, the wagfiyya of
al amir Khayr Bek dating to 1506 main-
tains that the palace of al-amir Qurqu-
mas "amir al-Jalb",infront of madrassa of
Umm al- Sultan Sha'ban, had a ham-
am.Another example is in the house of
amir Dulat Bay; the remains of this
house are a huge ga'a and its depen-
dencies which now form the main gqa'a in
bayt al-Razzaz.This ga'a had some re-
mains ofwhat could have been a ham-
mam. Another important feature which is
thought to be an  Ottoman innovation in
the Cairene domestic architecture is the-
mashrabiyya.According to E.W. Lane,the
fenestration system of the domestic ar-
chitecture in the Mamluk period was
similar to that used in religious buildings.
Behrens -Abou Seif maintains that the
mashrabiyya as we know it through the

Deir el Danmat (]1I;m B, Maury)

Ottoman period,a wooden balconysup-
ported on wooden brackets and covered
with turned wood grilles, was introduced
to Egypt after the Ottoman conquest.
However, the technique of the openings
covered by turned-wood grilles was
common in Egypt, which leads us to
surmise that the mashrabiyya was a
meeting point between the  Ottoman
projecting box covering window open-
ings and the Egyptian wood work, This
hypothesis can be supported by exam-
ining the Anatolian origin of this pro-
jecting element. The openings espe-
cially those of the harim used to be
covered by a projecting wooden grill
known as Kafis, literally a cage, similar
in their form to the Cairene mashra-
biyya, which is consequently thought
to be an Egyptian reinterpretation of
the Anatolian Kafis with the use of
the turned wocd. Other elements that
could have had Anatolian origins and ap-
peared in Cairene domestic architecture
after the Oftoman conquest are the
mandara and the takhtabush.The for-
mer is a male reception room in a form
resembling that of the qa'a or part of it
and analogous to the male quarter in
the Anatolian house. The salamlik,
which was just a seperate reception
room on the ground floor. It was im-
portant in the Cairene house to match
the Ottoman social custom of gender
segregation inside the house.

However, the term mandara did not be-
come common inthe waqf documents




ban center. Consequently, the area be-
tween al-Khatii and al-Austadiriyya
was urbanized. This urbanization trend
remained until the end of the Mamluk
period. The quarters founded by the
Mamluks were al-Raydaniyya and al-
Azbakiyya. Both had leisure houses
and became pleasant places for the
amirs. By the time of the Ottoman con-
quest, al-Raydaniyya, al-Azbakiyya and
Birkat al-Fil had the least dense ur-
ban fabric and were filled with hous-
es, palaces and gardens. The urban fab-
ric of Suq al-Silah and the areas close
to the citadel was slightly denser. They
were the quaters of in which the amirs
lived. Bulag had a strong commercial
character. As for Al-Qahira, had al-
ready become a very dense urban areas
because of its many functions. On the
other handthe expansion of Al-
Hisaniyya, al-Darb Al-Ahmar and the
Northern Cemetery had subsided. The
districts close to the citadel remained
the quarter of the ruling class be-
cause it was close to the horse market
and the Maydan Al-Rimayla. Promi-
nent figures such as Khayr Bek lived in
the Alin Aq palace at Al-Tabana in
1520 after becoming the viceroy of the
Ottoman Sultan. The Ottoman did not
establish new quarters but they lived
in and developed the old ones. They
had to fill in the urban fabric founded
by the Mamluks. Inner courts and other
architectural innovations had to bein-
troduced as will be explained later.
Wherever possible additions were
added to property in order to increase
the built areas. Projections were also in-
troduced. Adding balconies to in situ
buildings te increase the inner space
was a tradition known in Anatolia in fif-
teenth century, e.g. the Byzantine pal-
ace of Tekfur Sarayi. This construction
process was supervised by the court
represented by the mi'mar basha who
resembled his Mamluk predecessor Ka-
bir al-muhandsin or ra'is al-muhandsin.
Yet the former did not have to be an ar-
chitect. This system was less restricted
that its counterpart in Istanbul, known
as " The Organization of Imperial Ar-
chitecture" which allowed individuals to
build but under its own supervi-
sion.Because of this, many building vi-
olations occurred in Ottoman Cairo af-
fecting the width and the heights of the
street. However, this image is not appli-
cable to all the quarters. It may hold
true in the case of Old Cairo and the
districts nearby, such as al-Hussayniyya
and al-Darb al-Ahmar. But it not fair to
apply it to al-Azbakiyya and Birkat Al-
Fil, where we find large houses with line-
ar layouts receiving their light and illumi-
nation from their long elevations over-
looking gardens and ponds.

Regarding the above discussed socio-
economic and urban situations, it sheds
light on the eagerness of builders to
maximize the buit area without ex-
panding outside the existing city. This in-
tensive use of the urban area affected
Cairene architecture- which had to be
manipulated to fit the needs of the so-

ciety.

Architectural Trends:

Mamluk architecture, which had experi-
enced the problem of dealing with the ir-
regular land, provided a good exam-
ple for its Oftoman succesor.
Aligning the building with the street
and adding projections and balcenies
resting on corbels were commonly used
practices in the Mamluk period. Even
the different types of domestic architec-
ture did not witness many changes,
although this was dependent on the
type of residence and its standard.
The hawsh was the type of housing
used by the very poor classes. From
the documents. A. Raymond describes it
as "A large courtyard crammed with hov-
els four feet high where a lot of poor
people lived, packed with their cattle,”
This type of housing remained until
even the early twentieth century in the
semi-rural areas. The collective build-
ing or the rab’ was a type of
housing for the middle class group.
It was a very flexible type of accommo-
dation where one could rent a unit or
more, depending on the size of the fami-
ly. These rab's were a lucrative invest-
ment and many wagfs mention the prof-
itable revenues of these properties that
went to their owners.Rich amirs or even
sultans, a trend which continued during
the Ottoman period. Rab's were built
for the artisans, shopkeepers or others
who wanted to neighbour their work-
shops,shops or madrassas. Therefore,
they were concentrated mostly along the
Qasaba and other main streets. The only
remarkable difference between the
rab's built during the Mamluk and the
Ottoman period was the plan. The rab's
eracted by the Ottoman had regular
plans. In fact, the Ottoman had nothing
to do with this since most of their
commercial structures were concentrat-
ed in Bulag where concentrated in
Bulag where there were huge areas of
land available. Even the Mamluks built
regular plans whenever they had
enough space. A good example of
this is the free standing mosque of
Farag Ibn Barquq which has a regular
plan because a huge piece of land
was available.

The extended families from the upper
midle class who could afford accommo-
dation larger than the rab' units,lived
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in houses without courts, The best ex-
amples for this type of housing are
the houses of al-Istanbuli and of Rad-
wan. They consisted of common utility
spac on the ground floor surmounted
by different apartments,the larger was-
devoted to the head of the family and
the others were for the other tamily
members. Unfortunately, we do not
have similar existing examples from the
Mamiluk period,but we have been told
by a wagqf document of al-Sultan al-
Ghuri that this system of housing was
in use then. We may conclude that the
different types of domaestic architecture
discussed above: poor, middle class and
the upper middle class houses without
courts did not witness many changes af-
ter the Ottoman conquest. This was not-
the case with the palatial architecture
and the houses which had potential
for expansion. They were exposed to
many changes to meet the newly intro-
duced economic and urban conditions.

@ﬂmm?@@@a In Palatial Archi-
tecture:

Large houses and palaces consisted
mainly of a qu'a and its dependencies.
In some examples there was more
than one qga'a, large town houses con-
sisted of two qa'as nad their dependen-
cies onthe ground and the first floor.
The qu'a, literally, is something fl and
it was used first to indicate the court-
yard in al-Fustat houses. Later, ga'a be-
came a term applied to the whole li-
vingquarter, the majlis and its
confronting iwan on majlis with the court
in between. It is suggested by Hazem
Sayed that the Fustat houses began
with a ga'a with a Hiri majlis and a cov-
ered court as the case of qa'a of Dayr al-
Banat. This later developed into the tra-
ditional ga'a and durga'a of a T-plan
such as the ga'a of Ahmed Quhyya,
The same idea is supported by Hassan
Fathy who maintains that the court in
Fustat houses was semi-covered by a
shade, a tent,or a light structure tonly
open above the fasqiyya, resembling
the atrium in the tradational Roman
house. This opening was covered later
by the mamraq (lantern), to cover the
traditional durga'a underneath it. This
leads us to assume that the sahn or the
court had already disappeared by the
thirteenth or the fourteenth century.

The court as we can see it in some early
Ottoman houses as an integrated archi-
tectural element, was not known or uti-
lized during the Mamluk period. There-
was no need for an inner space to give
light and ventilation since the houses
during the Mamluk pericd were well lit
and ventilated because of being aligned
with the street, the Khalijs, or the
banks of the different ponds in Cairo.
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THEFACTORSINFLUENCING THE CHANGEIN
CAIRENEDOMESTICARCHITECTUREAFTER THE
OTTOMANCONQUEST

Intreduetion:

The first half of the sixteenth century
was a very critical period for Cairene ar-
chitecture. During this period Egypt was
conquered by the Ottoman, after al-
most six centuries of autonomy it was
turned into a province under the Otto-
man crown . The question is: did Egypt
give up its domestic architectural heri-
tage easily? And if not, did it witness
any changes and what are the factors
which produced these changes?

The purpose of this paper is to discuss
the architectural atmosphere in Cairo
during this period from a very general
perspactive. In order to identify the fac-
tors responsible for any change in Cai-
rene domestic architecture we require
an awareness of the socio-economic sit-
uation, the urban conditions and the ar-
chitectural trends that existed.

Seclo-econeomic Stuation:

The social life in Egypt did not change
much after the Ottoman conquest. The
Mamluks and the Ottornans did not
have a dissimilar culture, at least they
spoke the same language. The Ottoman
were alsa pious Sunnis, so they respect-
ed the "Ulama" and did not want to af-
fact their role as the people's leaders, or
the foundations under their supervision,
the awgaf. The role of the awqaf sys-
tem, however, was eliminated after the
Ottoman conquest. It had been adopted
before by the Mamluk amirs who want-
ed to reflect their soversignty through
the domestic and religious structures
that they built. However,after the Otto-
man conquest there was no place for
any architectural manifestation in Cairo
since it was no longer the seat of the
Mamluk empire but only the capital of an
Ottoman province. Many craftsmen were
taken to Istanbul as was the Abbasid
Caliph who was captured and imprisoned
in Istanbul only to be released after he
had bequeathed his title to the Otto-
man Sultan. Cairo, therefore, was no
longer the major Metrepolis of the Sunni
World. Consequently, it had a different
type of architectural patronage as will be
mentioned below. A major social factor
during the Ottoman period was gender
segregation. This was not found in Cai-
rene houses and mansions during the
Mamiuk era. Van Ghistele, describing
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Mamluk life, points out that "one sees
womeh c¢oming and going and paying
visits to their folk". However, the Otto-
man had practised the concept of seg-
regation as can be seen by the Anato-
lian domestic architecture of their
hemeland, Anatolia. There, domestic ar-
chitecture provided separate quarters
for men (the salamlik) and for women
(the haramlik) They exaggerated in the
haramlik's privacy, covering its openings
by projecting wooden grilles known as
kafis which may be the origin of Egyp-
tian mashrabiyya, as will be examined
in this paper. In contrast with the rela-
tively stagnant social conditions, the ec-
onomic life in Egypt witnessed remarka-
ble  changes after the Ottoman
conquest. This can be illustrated by ex-
amining the type of the architectural
patronage during this period. It can be
divided into two groups. The first is the
bourgeocisie: rich merchants and emi-
nent religious scientists. This group, in
spite of the harsh economic situation
during the discussed period, remained in
charge of construction in Fatimid Cai-
ro.They concentrated on the old districts
near the mosques and wikalas on Al-
Azhar and Al-Saliba streets which were
close to their workplaces. However, they
had lost the inspiration that had existed
in the construction of the royal and
princely structures of the Mamluk period.
The great Mamluk patrons were re-
placed now by patrons of a different
type:The Ottoman walis and their promi-
nent employees. Their target was to
l_rnaximize profits and thus the main rea-
son for their construction was invest-
ment.They tended more towards building
structures that had a commercial func-
tion. This explains, for example, why we
had a flourishing urbanization process
and a huge number of wikalas in Bulagq
(the maijor port and international trading
centre especially for coffee) belonging to
the Ottoman period e.g. the huge wikalas
of Sinan Pasha built in 1538-49 and of
Mahmoud Pasha built in1565-1567. This
can also explain why the walis remained
in Egypt after leaving their posts they
remained to supervise their foundations
that, theoretically at least, were the Ot-
toman Sultan's properties. The above
mentioned socio-economic situation af-
fected dramatically both the urban fabric
and the architectural environment in

Ahmed Sidky, AUC

Cairo. The urban tissue became denser
and this was reflected on Cairene archi-
tecture. This leads us to assume that the
changes in the Cairene urban fabric
were the most important criterion re-
sponsible for any architectural changes
occurring during the discussed period.

Urban Cenditilons:

It is much safer to examine the urban
policy during the Mamluk period first to
identify any changes occurring after the
Ottoman invasion. The Mamluks fol-
lowed a very innovative urbanization
process. They founded many new quar-
ters bordering Fatimid Cairo which re-
mained the most important urban cen-
ter: Their constructions, therefore, were
concentrated  in Cairo, which conse-
quently suffered from overpopulation
and a very dense urban tissue. It is
mentioned by Al-Magrizi that the city was
dark and not well lit and sometimes not
well ventilated, full of pollution. The
plague struck in1374-75, 1379-81,1403-
04, 1410-11,1429-30,1437,1448-49,
1459-60 and 1476. These successive
appearances of the plague, mainly in
al-Qahira and the districts close by such
as al-Husniyya, emphasize that the city
had chronic pollution and over-
crowdedness. This was caused by inten-
sive land-use, crumbling streets and a
lack of air due to projections and exces-
sively high structures built using the
right of rukub. Contrasting with the pre-
viously menticned over-use of the urban
fabric, the Mamluks founded many new
quarters. The area between al-khalij al-
Misri and al-Nasiri with its several large
ponds or birkas were quickly laid with
gardens, villas and residential streets. Al-
Fustat, al-Qahira and Bulaq were linked
together by a network of streets sur-
rounded by buildings. Nonetheless,
there were gardens and promenades in
the spaces in betwsen. The Mamluks
created focal points, around which the
population would conglomerate. Then,
they would move away from this point
to found another centre of attraction.
As a result, the gaps in between were
filled by different settlers; e.g. the Mam-
luks urbanized Bulaq by founding al-
Khatiri as an urban center following that
by the founding of al-Austadariyya
mosque thus making it a prominent ur-



Z.G. DO YOU HAVE A FIXED PHI-
LOSOPHY FOR COMPANY?

B.Z. There is no fixed philosophy,
because every city is different, every
client is different, and every project is
different. What you have to do, is
use the philosophy of the local area,
you have to go look at the life, and
the project emanates from there.

You are a servant of the community,
you cannot impose yourself on them,
the dictatorial ways do not work, you
can use your knowledge, and the ex-
perience of working with so many dif-
ferent people to understand the new
client.

The second point is what | call “off
the self mentality," and that means
we learn from our previous mistakes,
we try to do better on the next pro-
ject. To explain off the self mentality,
let's take a great architect. Mies Van
der Rohe who perfected the perfect
machine, and the period proportion,
it did not matter that it was in Toron-
to, Chicago or Germany, he applied
it every where, that is what you call
the perfect self mentality, so you
take it, and use it.

Ultimately you have to design, it is a
question of none of us are more than
six feet and how we have to be at
that level | to succeed. How do you
create these focal points?

Z.G. YOU HAVE BUILT SOME MA-
JOR PROJECTS IN MIDDLE EAST,
WHAT IS YOUR EXPERIENCE
WITH THAT PART OF THE
WORLD?

B.Z. | was involved in the University
of Saudi Arabia. | was called in
Rome one day, and the caller said
"you have to come here right away".
My experience is limited to Saudi
Arabia, although | have travelled ex-
tensively in Europe.

We have done in-depth studies on
the peoples and their culture in the
area, The problem with the Saudis is

that they always bring in outsiders,
and it becomes a hog podge of out-
siders, who come from different
lands, have their own ideas, and
they are not necessarily the same
ideas that you have. | must admit
that | find Arabic people very friendly.

Z.G. | UNDERSTAND THAT YOU
WERE THE ORIGINAL DESIGNER
OF THE NEW HILTON OF EGYPT,
WHAT HAPPENED AFTER THAT?

B.Z. We designed the New Hilton in
Egypt, but Mr. Kissinger called Hilton
people, and we lost the job to an
American Architect. The State De-
partment is very powerful.

Z.G. WHO INFLUENCED YOU IN
YOUR

EARLY CAREER AS AN ARCHI-
TECT?

B.Z. | am very independent in my
philosophy, Todays architecture has
become very decorative, it was so in
the old days also. Paul Rudolph
identified the concrete use, there
was a rebellion, the cheaper way of
doing things. The glass boxes as we
know are still the classic. They had a
great influence on all architects and
this caught my eye. Ultimately, it is in
history that | go back to. Form is
what architecture is all about not pro-
portion. That is what influenced me
the most.

DO YOU THINK THAT CANADIAN
ARCHITECTURE IS INTERNA-
TIONALLY COMPETITIVE?

B.Z. Canadian Architecture is none
existent, although Canadian archi-
tects are making a statement on the
scene, but of course American archi-
tects are the top. | have done a lot of
work in Japan and Europe, and
when we enter that arena we are
one of the best. We are competitive
but still not the top.

e ——) (. (0] (L DR e ———

N

ALLLRRNES
LELLALLELRR ARG N

ALY

A

Scoua Tower, Toronto, Ont., Canada

Z.G. HOW DID THE LAST RECES-
SION EFFECT YOUR FIRM?

B.Z. We had to look for other Venus,
because there is not enough work in
the Canadian market for firms of our
size. If there was only one or two, it
would be okay but there are too
many firms of our size.

Z.G. POST MODERNISM, DECON-
STRUCTIONISM WHAT DO YOU
THINK OF THESE MOVEMENTS?
B.Z. They are all fads, or phases that
we are experiencing. Everyone
wants to get his feet wet. | just got
an article on the Frank Gehry build-
ing in Paris. Young people always
want new ideas, fresh ideas, but
they have to be controlled and guid-
ed to produce.
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DIALOGUES
AND
INTERVIEWS WITH
MASTERS
OF
CONTEMPORARY

ARCHITECTURE
By: Zak Ghanim

Z.G. CAN YOU GIVE US A BRIEF
HISTORY OF THE FIRM.

B.Z. In 1961, | was trained in Eng-
land. | was the youngest of all four,
and | was pretty well running the
show here in Toronto. We were lucky
because we were an old fashion
firm. | left Egypt when | was fourteen
to Paris, and finished my education
there with the Jesuits. | studied archi-
tecture in London, England. Canada
always was a fascination to me, |
used to collect stamps.

At the time, England had no work.
So | decided to come to Canada,
Australia was too far. My parents
could not make it to Toronto, | spoke
French, so | talked with Peter Dick-
ensen, it did not take long to start the
firm. We did work both in Ontario
and Quebec. We were doing better
in Ontario than Quebec.

We would develop a concept, then
we get the investors. So we create
the project, then look for the client,
We did have some ambitions to
move to the USA, around Boston in
New Haven. There were many op-
portunities around this area. So prac-
tically we created our own projects.
David Habib, an Egyptian architect
came on board. So with him we
opened an office, and promoted
work in Boston, but we did not land
any large projects. So we created
our own projects, just as we had
done before in so many different are-
as. | looked for the best piece of land
in Boston, and that became the ex-
change tower in Boston. From there
we grew.
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BORIS ZERAFA

Ghanim with Zerafa

TIME: 3.00 P.M.
DATE: MONDAY, JUNE 27, 1994

LOCATION: THE WEBB ZERAFA
MENKES HOUSDEN PARTNERSHIP AR-
CHITECTS’ OFFICE

oris Ernest Zerafa, born in Cairo

Egypt on the 20th, of June 1933.

Studied with the Jesuit Fathers in
Egypt and France; London Matric (Eng)
1950; kington School of Architecture,
Engineering Graduate (Sr. Art Award)
1955). Married in 1954 and has three
children. Partmer, Webb, Zerafa,
Menkes, Housden Partnership, Archi-
tects and Planners; chief Assistant Archi-
tect with a firm in England 1955-57.
Mr. Zerafa came to Canada in 1957, and
formed present Practice in 1961. The
firm has been awarded 9 Canadian Ar-
chitect Awards of Excellence; 2 Canadi-
an Housing Design Council National De-
sign Awards; Canadian Housing Design
Council Award for Residential Design.;
2 Urban Design Awards for Distin-
guished Urban Design in Calgary; Que-
bec Order of Architects Award for Dis-
tinction in  Architecture;  Royal
Architectural Institution of Canada Festi-
val of Architecture Award of Merit; 2
Massey Foundation Medals, 2 Toronto
Chapter, Ontario Association of Archi-
tects Annual Design Awards; 2 Urban
Design & Planning Awards of Excel-
lence; Bell System Honour Award,;
Young Men's Canada Club of Toronto
Special Achievement Award (Beautify
Toronto Campaign, 1963). National De-
sign Council Steel Award; Ontario Ma-
sons Relation Council Design Award,
Canadian Council Vincent Massey
Award, Pre-Stressed Concrete Inst. PCI
Award and 4 Masonry inst. Awards of
Excellence. Practice extends across
Canada with projects in Toronto, Mon-
treal, Ottawa, Calgary, Vancouver, and
Halifax, as well as in England, France,
Italy, Saudi Arabia and the USA. Among
these projects, the Royal Bank Plaza,
Hazelton Lanes, Cumberland Court, CN-
CP Metro Centre (CN Tower), Eaton
Centre Phase 2, Lothian Mews, College
Park Project, Bell Canada Regional
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Head Office, Bell Canada Data Centre
(Don Mills), Toronto Star Building,
Parkway Place, York Centre, Richmond
Adelaide Centre, Thomson Newspaper
Head Office, West End Secondary
School, Ryerson Polytechnical Universi-
ty, Norway Jr. Public School, Four Sea-
sons Hotel, Bristol Place Hotel, Grange
Village Residential Complex, A.E. LeP-
age Bldg, Granite Place, The 325 Front
St. West Bldg., Sun Life Centre, Conti-
nental Bank Bldg, Bank of Nova Scotia
Head Office (all in Toronto, ON, Cana-
da). Also, Headquarter EIf Aquitaine
(Paris, France), The Mandalay Four Sea-
sons Hotel (Dallas, Texas), Exchange
Place (Boston, Mass.), Cadillac Fairview
Office Complex, Bow Valley Square,
Canada Place, Petro-Canada Head Of-
fice, Standard Life Office Bldg, Daon
Bldg, Calgary City Hall (all in Calgary,
Al, Canada).

The firm was also responsible for the de-
sign of Lester B. Pearson Bldg., Dept.,
of External Affairs (Ottawa); Madeira
Hotel (Madeira); Inn-on-the-Park Hotels
(Toronto, Vancouver, London, Paris,
Rome Arts111 Humanities Bldg., Math.
& Computer Bldg. and Psychology
Bldg., University of Waterloo (Water-
loo, Ontario), Hyatt Regency Hotel
(Vancouver), Quebec Hilton Hotel (Que-
bec City), Newport place (Newport
Beach California) Prudential Assurance
Centre (Kitchener, Ontario), National
Bank of Paris (Montreal) and King Ab-
delaziz University (Saudi Arabia).

Mr. Zerafa is a member Royal Institute
of British Architects; Fellow, Royal Ar-
chitectural Institute of Canada; Royal
Canadian Academy of Arts; Ontario As-
sociation of Architects; Quebec Associa-
tion of Architects; Manitoba, Associa-
tion of Architects; Toronto Society of

Architects, and —Specification Writers

Assn. of Canada.
For Recreation he enjoys music and art
collecting.
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EDITORIAL

ON THE BOOK SHORE

Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim

he more we receive copies of catalogues of architectural books, the

more we get thirsty to acquire all the included science, thought and inno-

vation, but the less become our material potentials to acquire - whether
wholly or partially - that huge amount of intellectual product. We are obsessed
by the feeling that we live on the seashore of books, rather than amid the abun-
dant, flowing current from which the Arab architect gets a mere sip daily. Finally,
having crammed his mind and thought with science,the Arab architect might be
capable of giving just like others.
“Finally, if you feel there is a book within you that might be useful, please write
to us directly,’ such sentence appeared at the end of one of a publishing housse
catalogues. This very sentence is a call to write; the publishing house is apt to
publish and circulate. For the publishing house knows exactly the expensive
architectural book market which no library in the whole world can dispense with.
This is how the West invades the world through scientific product. Howev-
er, in the Far East, the same image is recurrent in Japan, Korea, or Chiha
(The Seven Tigers) where comprehensive development to keep these countries
on an equal footing with the developed ones included architectural product in
thought and action.
The architects in these countries began to acquire a remarkable rank world-
wide, while the Arab World keeps waiting for the products of others in the field
of architecture and urban planning. By the advent of the year 2001, the mecha-
nism of the GATT agreement willbe geared to give the right to all world ar-
chitects to work everywhere and precedence will be given to the best in sci-
ence, knowledge and performance. At that time,the Arab architect will have no
status in his country; he will follow others even though he is in his own
home. This will be the case, unless the architectural organizations in the
Arab World perceive this and organize themselves technically, scientifically
and systematically so as to get out of the long-lived, vicious circle of back-
wardness.
Cn the book shore, we set our eyes on numerous titles and covers that appear in
the catalogues of books for spring/summer 97 published by Academy Editions.
Furthermore, we find a complete description of the content of important books,
thus rendering these catalogues a scientific reference to be consulted. There are
numerous books that present the works of great architects - whether the pioneers
or the modernists - in the world. They also present all the architectural theo-
ries and trends created by the West in the form of a scientific objective dialogue
between the different theorists.
The architect has to read to broaden his intellectual capacities so that he might |
reach new theories and trends as his predecessors. Then the movement of sci-
entific contribution keeps proceeding, the old gives the new and the new pushes
forward the renewable, in a flowing current available for everyone.
On the other hand, the Arab architect remains on the shore sadly contemplating
while standing still. Thus CPAS endeavored to publish a series of the works of
Arab architects, starting with a book entitled "Arab Architects - Hassan Fathy" fol-
lowed by "Arab Architects - Salah Zeitoun". The series came to a halt due to lack
of response on the part of the celebrated architects in the Arab world to submit
their Works for publication. CPAS has always endeavored to urge them to con-
tribute in this intellectual movement adopted by the Centre- but all in vain. Each
of them keeps his own experience, thought and inclination to himself - unwilling
to publish them.
Meanwhile, signs appear advertising the establishment of : the Arab Architect
Incorporation,an affiliate of the Arab Engineer Union the Egyptian Architect Un-
ion,and the Arab Consultant Union. All these are signs without tangible product or
entity i.e. signs without content, meanwhile, the Arab Architect stands wailing and
singing on the book shore.
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