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SIPES MEANS EXCELLENCE
SIPES FOR QUALITY PAINT

Office: 222 Hegaz St., Heliopolis. Tel: 241-9144.  Fax: 242-1705
Sales: Tel: 245-8064
Factory: 10th of Ramandan City, A 1. Tel: (015) 362220
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CPAS NEWS

* Upon an invitation from the Chamber of
Trade and Industry, Dr. Abdelbaki Ibra-
him and Dr. Mohammed Abdsl Baki have
travelled to Adan in the Republic of
Yemen to participate in the Conference
of Money and Businessmen. They will
discuss the wags of cooperation be-
tween CPAS and Businessmen in Engi-
neering Projects. They will also visit the
site of Faculties of Education supervised
by CPAS.

* Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim, upon an invita-
tion from Kuwait Association for Scientif-
ic Development, will visit Kuwait to partic-
igate and give lectures in the Awards

istribution Ceremony for this year. Dr.
Abdelbaki Ibrahim had gained the Scien-
tific Development Award in 1992,

* The Architectural Section has partici-
pated in a number of International
Architectural and Planning Competitions
during the last two months. They were
presented in an outstanding level regard-
ing architectural and urban ideas, pres-
entation and printing.

* The sixth training course for the year
1996 was on "Design of Reinforced Con-
crete Structures According to Modern
Specification” was organized by Training
Department in association with Dr. Gou-
da Ghanem, Structural Unit manager.
Because of the importance of its subject,
the course has witnessed a great atten-
dance of engineers.

* Alam-Al-Benaa Magazine in association
with Architectural Section at CPAS are
preparing brochures for Ismailia Govern-
orate for many projects constructed b
CPAS like Al-Sheikh Eissa Sporting Vil-
lage, Central Area of Norus City, and
Commercial Center of Oasis Land. Prep-
aration for another brochure is going on
now for Nesma Touristic Village at the
Northern Coast.

* Alam-Al-Benaa Magazine has held its
annual fair at the Faculty of Fine Arts in
Cairo under the supervision of Prof. Dr.
Al-Ghazaly Keseiba, Chairman of
Architecture Department.

And, also, held a fair at the Faculty of En-
%ineering in Mansoura University under
the supervision of Dr. Salah El-Din El-
Sayed with assistance of the Fami!¥_ of
Architecture (student Gihan Luca). The
fair was determined to start on the 4th of
November to coinside with the First
Graduation Cermony of the Architectural
department.

* Structural Section at CPAS is witness-
ing a remarkable activity in inspection
works for buildings and public structures,
doing the necessary examinations to
certify the buildings safety, then, writing
technical reports on their conditions.

£t eotant sy ol il Ui st
Uil a s ptlaal Jlcs jydy,ysolach
SR by el i il
ot 1Ly Ly Ly 53,30
PR O LTI L2
Sl Lila oy lia algll o el
Lo locadl Lo L jat JAT lea ypudyys alaed
20U 35,81 ol il JLastl Ja Ll

¥ Ladiss e

o il L pmn o Gall plle Una caalsi ™
cinl § syt nialg Ll K i K
o Caglailly ssaadl aall £ 5km 43Sl il b
Olirra Lllll pgie) LG s Laal 13
WE s ol Ty s o o3y (!
B plaall paad (o Qa3 gyt i oS gt
a3 5w LAl Usa ol il LK 5. LKI
empotesaS 1A s 3K ) Byt

s Bolaall piid sl
e Jisall KAl o oy Uslly
clesy Lpsdys o8 il eyl

cpladl 10a dme

vs Ll S0 LB pandll 5y 8 *
Tulaa Jlasl i Uigads Lol i 34gm
2S5 wlL3a ¥ Jaey Lolall il Ll

ol il il LS pa GUE Ladkas (e

¥
toalf (
£ 4 o

-’ '

Jelall 5 sl i
J ] )i}

dana Loy paaloal AU s Ja e JS il
iy Liadl L jppaalls Gae I (AL sre
Jlae¥! Jla 3y JUI Hai3e alillai b ol ol
»Chng Lae Lol | 5 Ladll 4 a1 a9y elly
Jlaas S5 i upladll 4ol Lkidlia gl Las
35U pe Jlin Locssigll legyldl L JlaeY!
SSoA iy il Lyl Sy Jaall gilga

»ladudia e

oA paalal L sae /o il Gigan
Jia b ol oMy ol pudlae s GIY ellyy alell
O sl Gay - Aol plall lgall 1355
padall 335la e Juaa ad AL aie /s

SVANY ale okl
Ot dame Shoaily g loaall pua il (U *
Joa L gl! Ladeabei sy L laal | clialual
il anlly g slaall Sall fra yaadia (g sianayy

Aelldlyg Ladly

Ladis 300 Lisaalad) Ly il 3 ppalf gl ™
oy pild Baga o3 e Ggladlly casadll 30
aldill pacad " §lgia; LoList | 3aayll
caged " Bunall cilicalpall Gads Lila,all
Y e fb dua (paniigh] Ga 1S YL
At gl b p ikl LaaaY elliyd piata

Lpade JLiM 155 L3yl 1SS pliaasgy

VAo /TY



shapes. They see primary colours like
blue, immense light helps them, the
brighter it is the better is. That is why |
have very primary colour. Something that
is permanent can be memorized, so
forms and fabric that are smooth or rough
are important. | coded the building by co-
lour. The window is actually a reflection
of the counter. It is a great project.

Z.G. IN YOUR BOOK "VERSUS"
YOUR LAST CHAPTER IS CALLED
POST MODERNISM IS A JEWISH
MOVEMENT, WHAT DO YOU
MEAN BY THAT?

S.T. Architecture conventionally has its
roots in Hellenic Christian Tradition. It is
based on faith and hierarchy. There are
books on this. Judaism is based on inter-
pretation, scepticism and doubt. Read
the Torah and the Bible. The challenges
for God. Christianity is based on faith.
Architecture is generally not subjected to
scepticism. Post modernism is about
scepticism. Post modernism like the
Renaissance introduces dis-simulation,
doubt is a Jewish trait. It challenges hier-
archy. That is a Jewish trait.

Z.G. PHILIP JOHNSON ONCE SAID
"BEING AN ARCHITECT |IN
CHICAGO MEANS BUILDING |IN
CHICAGO, AND BEING IN NEW
YORK MEANS BUILDING IN THE
WORLD. " APPARENTLY THAT
WHAT LURED JOHN BURGEE TO
MOVE TO NEW YORK. WERE YOU
EVER TEMPTED TO DO THE
SAME?

S.T. No, First, John Burgee moved be-
cause of the money. Second, Chicago is
the big league as Rome is. New York is
about the money. It is the publishing cap-
ital. Chicago is about the Baptist, about
the history of modern architecture. So to
me, this is the big league.

Z.G. YOU SERVED AS THE DIREC-
TOR OF UNIVERSITY OF ILLI-
NOIS, WHAT WAS YOUR MAJOR
CONTRIBUTION TO THAT
SCHOOL?

S.T. | made it a good school. When |
left, it became a lousy school. | changed
the school from a | attitude of a third
rate faculty, to a highly theoretical
school.

Z.G. WHAT DO YOU THINK OF
COMPUTER EFFECTS ON CON.-
TEMPORARY ARCHITECTURE?
S.T. Very good, it has changed our sen-
sitivity, it has made architecture change,
it is a multi disciplinary field. It has re-
placed the old romanticism with a new
type of romanticism.

Z.G. HAVE YOU DONE ANY WORK
IN CANADA?

S.T. A housing project in Montreal.

Z.G. HOW DO YOU LIKE THE
ARCHITECTURE IN TORONTO?
S.T. It has a great architecture. Eaton
Centre is spectacular. BCE place is a
great presence of architecture.

Z.G. YOUR CURRENT PARTNER IS

12/185

YOUR WIFE, HOW DO YoU
COLLABORATE?

S.T. We once had a robbery, and the
glass was broken, so | had to replace it. |
replaced it with "Tigerman OR Mcurray. "

That tells the storey.

Z.G. HOW WAS THE IDEA OF
ARCHIWORKS CONCEIVED?

S.T. Archiworks, | have a co-founder,
an interior designer, Eva Madix. Very old
friends. We did this. It is the most impor-
tant thing that | have ever done because
it has the possibility of moving into an-
other dimension. Both in education and in
practice. It is the seem between one
thing and another. Between the academy
and practice, morality and Ethics and so-
cial clubs. Integration of design with so-
cial class. Not the social engineering of
the late sixties, but its about trying to do
the best designs and to strategically im-
plement them to cause them to be deliv-
ered for the homeless and the disabled.
It is a multi disciplinary based on project
teams. It is a great challenge, there is no
prerequisite, it is about trying to deliver
things. It is going fabulous so far.

Z.G. IS THERE ANY BUILDINGS
YOU WOULD LIKE TO REMOVE
FROM YOUR PORTFOLIO?

S.T. No. | am responsible for everyone.

Z2.G. WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT
DECONSTRUCTION?
S.T. Deconstruction is old. You are be-
hind times. This is Canada, so Canada is
behind times. Deconstruction is not the
new way it is the old way.

Z.G. HOW DO YOU LIKE WHAT IS
HAPPENING TO ARCHITECTURE
NOW?

S.T. Have you heard the term Kabala, it
is Jewish mysticism. They have a real
love of creation, described in Genesis
and there are three parts to it. Construc-
tion, Deconstruction, and the third is an
attempt at putting things back together. |
see it as a failed attempt at healing an ir-
repairable wound, which is the name of
my next book. Architecture is an optimis-
tic as a construct but it does not take
into account disfunction and all the prob-
lems that beset us in any generation. De-
construction is fabulous because it does
has with in it the potential of accommo-
dating disfunction, but it is not optimistic.
It is like ripping off your skin creating new
pain and fresh blood. So you have to try
and that is what architecture does.

Z.G. WHAT IS YOUR BEST PRO-
JECT?
S.T. Many years ago, in 1957. Frank
Lloyd Wright was interviewed on televi-
sion, two years before his death, by
Hugh Downs, and he asked him the same
uestion. Frank said, without hesitation,
the next one, of course. | give you the
same answer,

Z.G. ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE
ARCHITECTURAL MOVEMENT
NOW?

S.T. It is serving the architects ego, not
architecture. &%

_______________Hssi=esieeeNean|y . ..............______________________________________________________

SYNOPSIS
*Subject of the issue:

Glass, between form and

Function.

A brief review of the different

kinds of Glass and their different

usages (p12).
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Sheik, Egypt

Arch. Nabil Ghaly
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Neama Bay, overlooking the Red
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Egypt
Arch. Integration; Bureau of
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A Five Star Hotel, located south
to Magawish Village. It consists of
260 regular rooms, 67 four pax
chalets, 24 six-pax chalets and 7
villa, (p28).
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The causes for Buildings
Collapse

By: Eng. Hussein Gomaa & Effat
Taher (p20).

* Profession Practice:
Rules and Regulations of
practicing the profession of
Architecture.

By Arch. Maguid Kholousy
(P24).




Z.G. DO YOU THINK THIS CON-
CEPT WOULD WORK IN TO DAY'S
CITIES?

S.T. Oh yeah. No question. In any num-
ber of ways.

Z.G. YOUR PROJECTS VARIED
FROM HIGH RISE, FLATWARE
AND URBAN DESIGNS. WHICH OF
THEM IS CLOSE TO YOUR HEART?
S.T. If you design things then you de-
sign. So It becomes almost like a drug,
and you become a part of it. You live it.
You are implied by it. They are all my fa-
vourite.

Z.G. AS THE RESIDENT
ARCHITECT AT THE AMERICAN
ACADEMY IN ROME. WHAT KIND
OF EXPERIENCE DID YOU GAIN?

S.T. | have never said this before, but it
was actually very destructive to my ca-
reer. Rome was fabulous, and it was a
time of Post Modernism. All these in-
credible buildings were fabulous. The
context of the place seduced me, and at
some level it set career back. | came
subjected to the place. In some ways it
was very productive, because it also
made me release that having overriding a
single line in architecture is a problem.

Z.G. FROM 1966 TO 1975 YOU
COLLABORATED WITH
ARCHITECT MUZHER ISLAM |IN
BANGLADESH. WHAT INFLUENCE
DID IT HAVE ON YoU?
S.T. It was a great experience. It was
the reverse of the American Academy.
But the American Academy was more fun
and more stylish. Back in the sixties, you
were too young to’ remember, Kissinger
caused the United States to covertly
send military aid to Pakistan, to sup-
press the Bengalis. So the Pakistanis
tried to decimate the intellectual commu-
nity, to kill them. In fact | saw it, the
lined them up and shot them. It was a hell
of an experience. Muzher Islam was an
extraordinary man, he was in m%masters
class of Yale. He also was on the jury of
the Agha Khan competition. He is a very
good architect, not a terrific one. But he
was a terrific human being, he was also
head of the Marxist Leninist Party in Ban-
gladesh. So he was vey politically em-
broiled, and was one of the strong forces
that caused the revolution to occur. He
was forced to flee to Calcutta, during the
revolution. So | went there as an archi-
tect, and resigned the commission in Cal-
cutta at a press conference in Septem-
ber 1971, and Teddy Kennedy was the
only other one who came up for the Ben-
galis. See, | am not interested in archi-
tecture in the conventional sense, it
does not interest me then, or now and a
lot of it came from Mr. Muzher Islam, who
Eave up architecture to find something to
elp his people. It taught me to develop a
master plan, which is more important
than buildings. So that was a very impor-
tant experience in my life.

Z.G. YOU HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED
WITH THE CHICAGO SEVEN, HOW
DID IT START?

Library for the bliwd. Chicago, ILL INOIS

S.T. | don't care what they are. They are
a group of six because | am not part of
that. We came together to do an exhibi-
tion in 1975, and then in 1976. First in
Cooper Union in New York, then in Chica-

0. We were all very young. | was among
the oldest of the seven, there were two
who were older. We were trying to find a
way to beat the power structure in Chica-
go, which was entirely run by Meisien De-
scendants, so we did this exhibition.
Then we found something called the
Architeetural Club, it was totally boring. |
have no interest in it. Things happen in
life, so some people move on, and others
do not. Their life is ruled by a dead man.
| know an architect who is a totally worth-
less educator in our system David Ny-
land, whose life is entirely the opposite of
his teacher Paul Rudolph. Nothing has
happened in his life. The six are still in
the Chicago. | am not with them.

Z.G. YOU ARRANGED THE
CHICAGO TRIBUNE LATE ENTRY
COMPETITION WHICH ONE DID
YOU LIKE BEST?

S.T. | liked a lot of them. | could not pick
a favourite. The exhibition was a suc-
cess. Entries from all over the world.
There were eighty entries.

Z.G. IN 1976 AND 1980 YOU
PARTICIPATED IN VENICE
BIENNALE, WHAT WAS THE DIF-
FERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO
EVENTS?
S.T. The better Biennale was in 1976,
that was organized b}: Peter Eisenman, it
was very interesting having eleven Euro-
peans and eleven Americans. It was ter-
rific, because it did not try to establish an
ideology. It was open totally, you could
do what you wanted. Eisenman picked
eleven Americans and someone in ltaly
Eicked eleven Europeans. Portoghesi
ad an ideology, so they picked certain
architects, who would deliver that line. |
was one. Then they did something very
strange, they established a two-tier hier-
achy. They established a descendancy.
The first eleven were very different from
the second one.

Z.G. THIS SUMMER, IN YOUR
LECTURE IN THE DESIGN
EXCHANGE IN TORONTO, YOU
SEEMED BITTER AT BOB STERN,
BECAUSE HE WAS AWARDED THE
DISNEY ANIMATION CENTRE
PROJECT, CAN YOU CLARIFY
THAT CONFLICT?

S.T. | was very unhappy about it. Initial-

ly, it was Venturi, Moore and me. | was
led to believe that | had won, and then
nothing happened. The site had changed
about a block and half south and by that
time Bob was on the Board.

Z.G. IS NOT THAT A CONFLICT
OF INTEREST?

S.T. One would think so. | tell you, in
the end, as you get older, you become
somewhat forgiving. It is the friendship
that is more important. So | am still Bob's
friend. We were at Yale together. Bob,
along with all my other friends, still sup-
port me. What can | do?.

Z.G. WHAT INITIATED YOUR
METAPHORICALLY PHALLIC DE-
SIGN OF THE DAISEY HOUSE IN
CHICAGO?

S.T. There is a new book out called the
fountain headache. | am one of the archi-
tects in the book. The guy for whom | de-
signed that house came with his wife, he
is sixty something, he had terminal intes-
tine cancer, and was sli?hﬂy optimistic.
He was a strange, vulgar, rough and
crude guy. It turned out that he owned
burlesque houses. | thought about that,
so | wondered what can you do for a guy
like that. Finally, | decided to design
something that would give him pleasure
to make him laugh. He lived in it for one
year, then he died.

Z.G. WHAT WERE THE GUIDE
LINES OF THE DESIGN OF THE
LIBRARY FOR THE BLIND |IN
CHICAGO?

S.T. This is an interesting question. It
was a great experience because it was
very moving, and it was built inte the pro-
ject. Sight is very important to an archi-
tect. You become subjective. The blind
people are very unhag[py. Their morals
are not very pleasant. They are not very
nice, because they have a terrible bur-
den. | actuall|y insisted in working with
the end user. | met with a lot of blind peo-
ple and | have to tell you, it was very un-
Fleasant.because they are angry at their
ate in life.

Z.G. HOW DID YOU IMPLEMENT
THESE CONCEPTS INTO YOUR
FINAL SCHEME?

S.T. In the United States, every thing is
determined by actual Congressional law.
The Congress, how do | say, has deter-
mined that there is no such thing as
blindness. Everyone has at least a little
bit of sight. Legally blind can still see a
little bit, unless your eyes are completely
put out. You can see colours or vague
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DIALOGUES
AND STANELY TIGERMAN
INTERVIEWS WITH
MASTERS TIME: 12.00 PM.
OF DATE: Friday, November 17, 1995.
CONTEMPORARY . LOCATION: Le Terrace Restaurant,
ARCHITECTURE .. ¥ . Crowne Plaza Hotel

By 2ak Ghanim

ZG. HOW DID YOU SELECT
ARCHITECTURE AS A CAREER?
S.T. | read the book of Fountain Head
when it was first published. | guess | was
12 or 13 and then | decided to be an ar-
chitect.

Z.G. YOU WORKED UNDER
WALTER NETCH AT SOM AND
HARRY WEESE, BOTH |IN
CHICAGO AND PAUL RUDOLPH AT
YALE. WHICH ONE INFLUENCED
YOU THE MOST?

S.T. Paul Rudolph, for sure, But | think
Meis Van der Rohe influenced me the
most, because | knew him very well. He-
later in his life - and when | had my own
practice collaborated on a project in Mon-
treal. Outside of this, he did the tall build-
ing and | did the small buildings. My of-
fice did work with his office and | also
knew him separately on a personal level.
| always respected him, as an architect
he had the greatest impact on me.

Z.G. IF YOU WERE ONE OF THE
JURY OF THE INTERNATIONAL
COMPETITION OF THE NEW
CHICAGO LIBRARY, WHICH ONE
OF THE INVITED ENTRIES WOULD
YOU HAVE SELECT?

S.T. The one that won. | said it on televi-
sion. Of the five that were submittred it
was the best one. The Beeby one. It was
the best but it was also the terrible onel.

Z.G. IN YOUR EARLY CAREER
YOU EXPERIMENTED WITH WHAT
WOULD YOU DESCRIBED AS
"MEGA CITY". WHAT WAS THE
NOTION BEHIND IT?

S.T. | was thirty -five years old, | was
back from Yale for four years, where |
studied under Alver Aalto. | was always
interested in geometry, mathematics,
and painting sort of pop art. It was a rev-
elation in some way to me. When the
modal was photo?raphed and | saw it, |
was blown away. | recognised there was
something very strong about it. Anyway,
if you look back in time to the mid sixties,
there was a lot of literature published on
mega structures. It was the beginning of
that kind of thing. It was a good structure
and it was an interesting concept. | liked
it then and | still like it now.
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principal in the Ehica?n
H architectural firm of Ti-
Perman McCurry, and a
ellow of the American
Institute of Architect, Staniey
Tigerman received both his
jarchitectural degrees from
Yale University. He has de-
signed buildings and installa-
tions throughout the United
States, Bangladesh, Canada,
Great Britain, ltaly, Japan,
Portugal, Spain, West Germa-
ny, and Yugoslavia, and he
has lectured more than 500
times throughout the world.
He has been a visiting chaired
professor at numerous uni-
versities, including Yale and
Harvard, and he was the resi-
dent architect at the
American Academy in Rome.
He has served on advisory
committees of the VYale
School of Architecture, the
Chicago Art Institute's De-
partment of Architecture, and
the University of Chicago, and
was Director of the School of
Architecture at the University
of lllinois at Chicago for seu-
en years. He is currently Co-
Founder and Director of
ARCHIWORKS, a new design
laboratory and school geared
for the sociall? conscious
needs of society today.
Mr. Tigerman is also the au-
thor of four Rizzoli books,
"The Chicago Tribune Tower
Competition and Late En-
tries", "Uersus"”; An American
Architect's Alternatives; " The
Architecture of Exile; and
Stanley Tigerman, Buildings

BIOGRAPHY OF STANLEY TIGERMAN

and Projects 1966-1989." He
also illustrated the fairy tale
“Dorothy in Dreamland"”, pub-
lished by Rizzoli in 1991.

He received Yale University's
first Alumni Arts Award In
1985. He is @a member of Phi
Kappa Phi and The Golden Key
National Honor society, and in
1976 was both chairman of
the AIR Committee on Design,
and coordinator of the enhi-
bition and book entitled
“"Chicago Architects". He was
the founding member of "The
Chicago Seven" as well as The
Chicago Architectural Club. In
1989 he was awarded the
Dean of Architecture Award
and in 1990 was inducted into
the Interior Design Hall of
Fame.

He was one of the architects
chosen to represent the Unit-
ed States at the 1976 and
1980 Venice biennales, and
was part of the "New Chicago
Architecture" exhibition at
the Museo di Castelvecchio in
Verona. In 1990 his work was
exhibited at the Art Institute
of Chicago entitled, "Stanley
Tigerman: Recent Work" com-
memmorating the donation of
his archives to the Art Insti-
tute.in 1992 he received the
Illinois Academy of Fine Arts
Award. He is the recipient of
many Honor Awards from the
National RIA as well as many
distinguished building and in-
terior Architecture Awards
from the Chicago Chapter in-
cluding the Distinguished Ser-
vice Award.




was carefully thought out-the decoration here displays a
high standard of workmanship because this part of the fa-
cade was to be viewed from a close distance, thus the
details were important. However, most of the decoration
is concentrated on the portal. This is due to the fact that it
is one of the key visual elements and thus making it im-
pressive was a top priority.

Although the portal and the sabil are visually important,
the dome and the minaret are the two main focal points of
this facade. The minaret is very well placed so as to be
visible from a long way off. It dominates the approach to
the mosque from Bab Zuwayla and catches the attention
of passers-by. As for the dome, this was intended to be
seen by those approaching from the opposite direction.
From that angle, it appears much larger than it actually is
and towers over the street. It serves its purpose well de-
spite its rather plain appearance.

When one studies the placement of the decorative ele-
ments on the exterior of this mosque. it becomes appar-
ent that the decoration is concentrated in the places that
would be seen from close-by. For this reason, the dome
and the minaret are quite plain. They were intended to at-
tract the eye from afar and thus any decoration would
have been redundant. Although they are the most no-
ticeable elements for those viewing the mosque at a dis-
tance, they cannot really be seen by people standing
right below them. Therefore, to have decorated either
the dome or the minaret would have been an unneces-
sary expense. Contrastingly, the sabil, which would have
been viewed from nearby, displays abundant decoration
on its walls and its window grilles.

Taking into consideration that this mosque was built by
an Amir rather than a Sultan, the need to economise be-
comes understandable. Hence, whilst Sultan Qayt Bay
may have had the funds to commission a fabulous carved
dome a few years earlier, it is quite reasonable to assume
that Qijmas al Ishaqi did not. Nevertheless, the decorative
elements here are intelligently applied. They were not
used solely for the purpose of being decorative but in-
stead were placed where they would complement the
larger architectural elements and make the building as im-
pressive as possible. Thus, we find a lack of architectural
decoration on the back facade of the mosque since this
overlooks an extremely narrow alley where any decora-
tive elements would have been largely unnoticed.

In short, it can be seen that the mosque of Qijmas al Isha-
qi displays a great deal of ingenuity on the part of the ar-
chitect as well as an understanding of the site on which it
was built. The building has been constructed so as to
make the most of its strategic location as well as the trian-
gular plot of land. Throughout the Circassian Mamluke
period we find a great consciousness on the architects'

. (LM DL BENDR I

Key

1. Sabil

2. Portal
3 Qa'a
4. Qibla Iwan

5. Mausoleum
6. Bridge
7. Kuttab

From Bab Zuwayla
o 5 0 m

The Plan of the Mosque of Qijmas al Ishagqi
After C. Kessler

part towards the urban setting in which a building was to
stand. To understand this, it is important to realize visual
sequence created here by the architect. From the direc-
tion of Bab Zuwayla a passer-by would first be attracted
by the towering minaret dominating the narrow vista that
the Darb al -Ahmar offers. Then, the fine decoration pre-
ceding the sabil would catch the eye and lead it to the sa-
bil itself. Finally, the projecting portal with its rich decora-
tion would be the culmination of this carefully studied
visual sequence, Thus, the mosque's irregular stepped
facade would give the building a dynamic effect. Instead
of a rigidly symmetrical, static structure we have here a
well-planned building that appears to the viewer in stag-
es; each stage being more impressive than those that
precede it.

The ingenuity of the architect has made this mosque im-

posing despite its small size. It is innovative and displays

a balance between all its different elements. Ironically,

until recently, the mosque of Qijmas al-Ishaqi stood large-

ly neglected and lacking the attention it was intended to

attract. Ingenuity and good workmanship notwithstand-

ing, it was barely used except by two small groups. The

first was the lazy caretaker who tumed many a deaf ear to

the tourists that sometimes came knocking at the large
wooden door. As for the second, this was the group of
cats that could be found in the dark window recesses,
enjoying the cool, shady atmosphere but sadly unaware
of the rich decoration surrounding them. Today, the
mosque is being restored Perhaps when this is complete
it will stand out once again and recapture the attention of
passers-by as it did in the past.
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Ingenuity in Circassian
Mamluke Architecture

The Case of
Qijmas al Ishaqi 's Mosuque

Seif El-Rashidi, A.U.C.

© Circassian Mamluke architecture is noteworthy for
its tendency to combine innovative ideas within its
traditional vocabulary. Equally noticeable is the way in
which buildings from this period are designed in order to
attract the maximum amount of attention thereby func-
tioning as reminders of the piety and financial status of
thier patrons. Perhaps one of the best examples of this is
the small mosque of Qijmas al-Ishaqi built in 1481. Situat-
ed on a triangular piece of land, it demonstrates the archi-
tect's ability to maximize the use of the land available and
at the same time to create a building that is both function-
al and aesthetically pleasing.

Upon studying this mosque the ingenuity and innova-
tiveness of the architect become apparent. The thick-
ness of the walls is varied in order to ensure that the inter-
ior is a regular one even though the exterior is extremely
irregular. Although this practice was widespread in Mam-
luke architecture, the architect here was able to produce
a traditional ga'a plan on an extremely problematic plot of
land. In order to solve the problem of insufficient space
he placed the kuttab across the street and connected it
to the mosque by means of a bridge. It is this bridge that
sets this building apart from others of the same period
since it is a truly unique feature. It demonstrates how the
architect here used the land available in an intensive and
intelligent manner.

A great deal of thought was put into making this building
attractive and eye-catching. This may be seen by the fact
that the most important architectural elements are to be
found on the facade overlooking the Darb al-Ahmar - one
of medieval Cairo's main streets. The portal, the dome,
the minaret and the sabil are all found here. Only the kut-
tab is placed elsewhere. This facade is quite impressive
and undoubtedly was intended as such. The rich decora-
tion found both on the portal and the sabil indicate just
how important it was. Due to its strategic location on the
busy Darb al-Ahmar, a concentrated effort must have
been made by the architect to ensure that it would im-
press passers-by. Considerable importance was given to ? i
the section of this facade closest to Bab Zuwayla be- et
cause it would be one of the first elements of the -
mosque that a pedestrian would encounter. The sabil too The Lintel above the Door to the Sabil
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BOEEONEN FIRST CONFERENCE FOR

ARAB ARCHITECTS & A DREAM
ABOUT TO COME TRUE
Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim

ﬁ he dream is about to come true by holding the first conference for Arab
Architects after making all possible trials by the Arab Architectural Organiza-
tions to convene this conference in which the Arab Architects will meet for the first
time in Egypt. Many trials were made previously either, to establish the Union of
Arab Architects, which was not supported by some architects who have no organi-
zations to help them to do so, or to hold the Conference of the Arab Architectural
Associations which was not encouraged by some architects who belong to profes-
sional syndicates. And so all the trials failed due to the different forms of architectu-
ral organizations in Arab countries, that weakened the invitation to establish the Un-
ion of Arab Architects or even a conference for Arab Architectural Associations.
The solution for this problem was the invitation to the First Conference for Arab
Architects, similar to the invitation that came from the Center for Planning and
Architectural Studies (CPAS) to organize the first Conference for Egyptian
Architects in 1985. The invitation to organize the First Conference for Arab
Architects, coming also from CPAS, will perhaps be supported by Arab countries.
There was a deal between CPAS and the Arab Association for Development which
organizes the annual Building Exhibition - Inter Built - to prepare for this first confer-
ence by inviting the interested organizations, institutes, associations, companies
and Arab Universities, besides a number of well-known Arab Architects as main
speakers in the conference, and participants with researches in two fields:

First : Architectural Education, which includes the formation of Arab architect, ar-
chitectural heritage in the educational operations, formation of urban planner, pro-
fessional practice in educational operation, and architecture for the poor. Second:
Professional practice, which includes methods of preparation for professional prac-
tice, rules and methods of professional practice, responsibilities of professional or-
ganizations and their ability to meet the obligations, also, professional relations be-
tween Arab organizations, and activities of writing and professional publications.
An architectural exhibition for works that gained rewards from Arab Cities Organiza-
tion or Agha-Khan Organization for Islamic Architecture or others, is to be held dur-
ing the conference. In the same time, the company organizing the conference and
exhibition intends to show productions of the building Industry for many Interna-
tional and Arab companies to complete the informative aspect, enriching the mind
with work and production. This trial is a continuity of effort done to gather Arab ar-
chitects to get acquainted with each other, exchange experience and to cooper-
ate in their works. We hope for this conference to go on and settle as a continuous
activity held every year or, even every two, in an Arab country, and to be adopted
by an Arab organization for its benefit to spread science,knowledge and coopera-
tion that copes with the Arab renaissance, and to gather scattered Arab efforts
through conferences for economic development or urban development,especially
that the area is reaching a difficult stage starting by the application of the terms of
GATT Organization which aims at freedom of international trade, work, and employ-
ment of experiences and different specializations. This will make the Arab World
face many challenges in different sciences and arts, and offer the consultative ser-
vices by the most recent scientific methods, and the most advanced management
systems. So we have to prepare for this now before the architect becomes only a
follower and not an active member in the movement of Architectural and Urban
Development on the local and international levels, especially, after the term
universality has appeared in national economies, that results in hard competition
between advanced and developing countries. When Arab architects look at their fu-
ture they have to meet to discuss their architectural reality with the current interna-
tional changes. The competition becomes a necessity for which the Arab architect
should be prepared for, whether in the field of design, construction, or projects
management and their requirements of the most advanced systems and equip-
ment. Now it is obvious that it is very necessary for the Arab architects to meet and
study the future of architecture, construction and building in their new world. Partic-
ipation of the Arab architects in the First Conference will be a step in building the ur-
ban future in the Arab World which will face the expected competitions from all over

the world, when the freedom of trade and experiences are practiced.
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