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- CPAS NEWS

- Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim and Or. Mo-

: _'hamed Abdelbaki Ibrahim have partic-

ipated in the Second Conference of
the United Nations for Hurnan Setile-
ments: HABITAT il which took place
in Istanbul (Turkey) from 1 to 6 June
1996, to become acquainied by the

international experietice for housing

the needy and the use of appropriate
~ building Technology to make use of
it in the activity of " The Central Soci- -

ety for Sheltering The Needy".

* Dr, Mohamed Abdel.bakl ﬁas e

turned from his stccessful trip to Par-

is - upon an invitation from the Tech-
nical Office of information at the
French Embassy. Field visits and
'meetings with key persons and plan-
ners, who are. respGnSible for plan-__
ning and developing the new cities in

~france, were organised for him to rec-

~ modern technology used in
 field. He has also received an invita- i
tion for the International Exhibition
for Construction and Bulldmg Eqmp— _

ognize the french experlence and

ment (1997), Parls

* Dr. Abdibaki lbrahim | is headmg to 10 ._::
Barcelona (Spaln) to participate in
the U.LA -XIX Congress ‘the Present

and Futures. Architeciure in Cmes
(1- QJuiy 1996).

* Eng Osarma Amer, techmcal man-
ager, went to Yemen to follow up the
work progress at Faculties of Educa-
tion in Sanaa, Taiz, Hoddaida, and
Aden. :

" Eng. Adel Mabiouk went to the
northerin cost to supervise the exe-
cution work at Nesma Village. (It isde-
signed by CPAS).

*The training unit has begun a new
course, on "The Enwronmemal eval-
uatton for architectural projects".

* Alarn Al-Benaa, the official Sponsor
of Inter build' 96 (27-30 July, 1996),
in association with the training unit,
are preparing forthe exhibition. for
the official spansurese.
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munity added a sense of wholeness that
would otherwise not have been there,

As a result of this emphasis on the age-
old significance of the laying of the cor-
nier-stone, which dates back to the Pha-
raonic period, the community was galva-
nized into action, and their participation
in the realization of the park was as-
sured. An important extra benefit of the
strategem was that Abu Al-Dahab Street
was also included into the brief, which
has since proved to be critical, since it
has extended the psychological territory
of improvements carried out in the park
across site boundaries and allowed them
to reverberate into the residential wall
around them, with gratifying results. By
treating the edge of the park as a per-
formed screen, which allows residents to
see through it and invites them in, and
yet still maintains a necessary degree of
security, this interlinking between new
and old was reinforced.

The architectural elements of the park re-
call familiar historical forms without liter-
ally copying them, providing commentary
on the past without didacticism, and a
comfortable continuity. Considering the
impressionable nature of the young peo-
ple using the park, the architecture has
been treated as a three-dimensional his-
tory lesson, designed as an echo to the
many important menuments nearby, en-
couraging the children to look at both,
and to learn by comparison. By avoiding
the temptation of derivative transcrip-
tion, he has allowed the children's imag-
inations to make the requisite leap be-
tween what was and what is, which
makes the lesson much mofe vivid and
enduring. In many cases, because of the
absence of rain in Egypt, and the warmth
of most days and nights, the "rooms"
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have purposely been left withcut a roof to
make the structure, and the contrast be-
tween architecture and nature, more
clear.Teachers use the arches and the
orderly gecmetry of the co-ordinates that
are used to teach geometry, particularly
al-Khwarazmi's contributions to mathe-
matics: and by learning in the workshops
provided, pupils see their lessons as a
continuation of their cultural heritage, not
as mechanical exercise that are separat-
ed from it. This is in keeping with the ar-
chitect's attitude toward tradition, which
he sees as a living thing, as an
"snvelope" of culture. The methodology
of design by accretion puzzled officials
connected with the project and did not
make the architect's task any easier but
the benefits of such an approach have
now become obvious and are appreciat-
ed by all concerned.

The role of the craftsmen was an integral
part of this method, centring around the
choice of limestone as the basic material
used, to tie the architecture to the Mam-
luk and Otteman buildings in the neigh-
bourhood. Once the basic stone struc-
ture was established, other craftsmen,
such as carpenters, could interpolate
fromit, and learn in the process.

The Cultural Park for Children has really
lived up to its name, exceeding the ex-
pectations of the brief and providing an
exemplary instance of the integration of
architecture and landscape design, as
well as proof that the process of decay,
which seems endemic to many of the old-
er sections of Cairo, can be reversed.

* Edited from an article by the author un-
der the title * Continuity, Relevance and
Change" from ARCHITECTURE For a
CHANGING WORLD, published by Acad-
emy Editions & the AKAA, 1992




into the connections between built form
and culture. His doctoral thesis, as pre-
sented at UCLA, Berkeley, in 1978,
which was entitled. "The Building Cere-
mony" was based on this idea and ex-
plains how community response to a pro-
posal should determine incremental
formal decisions, rather than using the
opposite approach, which is normal to-
day, of considering architecture as a fait
accompli to be presented as a benefi-
cence to people who cannot possibly
comprehend its mysteries. In this sense
Abdelhalim has much in common with ar-
chitect Charles Moore, who has been
campaigning for community involvement
throughout his career, and has remained
something of a voice in the wilderness in
his belief in the instinctive wisdom of
popular opinion for many years. His
group sessions, which include clients,
regardless of their number, in the design
process, are now legendary, and remain
the nemesis of many lesser talents who
are too insecure to follow him. By propos-
ing such an incremental approach in
Sayyida Zeinab, Abdelhalim is perpetuat-
ing this idea of popular involvement,
which had previously been such a critical
ingredient in the growth of the urban envi-
ronment there in the past.

The architect’s own recounting of the dif-
ficulties involved in establishing this kind
of involvement, of basically changing at-
titudes and habits which have now been
instigated since the time of the industrial
revolution, is compelling, and deserves
to be presented in its entirety as a per-
fect example of political rather than aes-
thetic innovation. As he has described it,
there was a protracted lull in activity after
his firm was selected by competion until
contracts were signed for design devel-
opment and construction supervision.
Funds had been allocated but he subse-
quently found out that the project had
been blocked by "political interest groups
in the Parliament". After several confron-
tations with officials and assurances that
the project could continue, there was still
no pregress, indicating that something
was drastically wrong. Then, as he says:
"We soon realized what it was. We had
been trying to define the project through
public meetings and through the media,
but the people in the community, the real
supporters of the project, had no contact
with either. They were cut off from the
press and from the power structure,
which in any case was confused about

The proximity of Ibn Tulun Mosque and other important Mamluk and
Ottoman monuments, led the architect to incorporate principles from
them into his design.

the image of the project and argued
against its order and character. We real-
ized that we would have to mobilize the
community to get the project moving, not
just to defend the project but to built it.
We locked for an opportunity to do this.
The opportunity came when the Minister
of Culture decided to lay the corner-
stone of the project during the National
Festival for Children, a celebration held in
Eagypt in November of each year. Some
officials, the architect, and representa-
tives of the local community were sched-
uled to attend.

Normally, a comer-stone laying is com-
pletely detached from the life of the com-
munity, but we proposed to the Minister
of Culture that, in place of drawings and
working models that were usually dis-
played in a tent on such occasions and
which, to most people, were meaning-
less, a real life-size model of the sheme
could be displayed to give the whole
community a glimpse of what the project
was to look like. The spiral geometry of
the fountain, exhibits, museum, and
theatre should be constructed in a tent
and the platfomns and terraces would be
marked on the ground by colours. Each
element would be mocked-up full scale in
its actual place on the site.

In our memoradum to the Minister, we
also suggested inviting artists, musi-
cians and folklore dancers to participate.
They could propose works suggesting
the sheme which could then be per-
formed by schoolchildren from the local
community. In this way we sought to re-
store the age-old function of the building
ceremony that had been traditicnal in
Egypt, from the Luxor Temple and
mosque of Ibn Tulun almest up te the
present day.

The Minister was eventually persuaded
by our scheme although maily because
the ceremony was to be attended by the
President and his wife and would draw at-
tention to the significant role it was play-
ing in the development of local communi-
ties. The image of hundreds of chidren
playing and dancing around the mogk-up
park and the full-scale model, whilg tens
of thousands of citizens looked or, ap-
pealed to the political instincts ¢f the
Minister and he approved.

We began by making a set of drayings
that would enable the tent buildgrs to
produce a tent overnight, On the silg, lo-
cal officials prepared the grounds for the
tents, and contracted schools, &rtists
and musicians. Within eighteen hoyrs, a
two-and-a-half acre lot had been irans-
formed from a deserted, run-dowy site
into a fabulous scene of tents that heau-
tifully, if not altogether accurately, tepro-
duced the arrangement of the proposed
scheme. The children began to arfye to
rehearse on the temporary stagg that
had been set up. For three or four days
hundreds of them gathered in groyps to
practise, while a choreographer and the
musicians worked out the performance
to follow the configuration o the
scheme. When they could not we
changed the scheme's arrangement.
This happened several times and gach
time the scheme was improved. Ingtead
of the original plan disappearing from
sight, it continued to evolve in frynt of
me, | came actually to believe whai | had
claimed to the Minister, that the great
buildings of Egypt were always the result
of ceremony. Certainly the perfornance
of this festival added something io the
plan that rational designing coud not
have conceived. The action of the com-
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CULTURAL PARK FOR CHILDREN

The Cultural Park for Children in Cairo,”

Egypt, by Abdelhalim Ibrahim Abdelha-
lim, a 1992 Aga Khan Award for Architec-
ture winning project. It was premiated by
the Master Jury in their new category,
then, of "Enhancement of Urban Envi-
ronments", Located in Sayyida Zeinab,
which was formerly known as the El-Hod
El-Marsoud Garden the park combines
architecture and landscape design to a
degree that is rare in contemporary ex-
perience. Previously the location of the
Birket EI-Fil in the Mamluk period, this
whole area was once covered by an artifi-
cial lake surrounded by large houses dur-
ing the Middle Ages, and was one of the
wealthiest parts of Old Cairo.The lbn Tu-
lun Mosque, with its famous spiral mina-
ret and clearly organized square plan,
lies less than 100 metres away to the
south. The double-domed tomb of Salar
and Sangar Al Gawli, as well as the Sar-
gamish Mosque and Madrasa and the
Shaykhun Complex are alse in close
proximity. The streets and buildings sur-
rounding the site, that is the urban fabric
or context, have influenced the archi-
tect's design decisions to a remarkable
degree, and must be described in future
detail to fully appreciate what has been
achieved here. As outlined by the techni-
cal reviewer for this project, these
boundaries include Abu Al-Dahab Street,
which is a very historically significant
thoroughfare, and Qadry Street to the
east, which is more recent and offers an
unabstructed view of the |bn Tulun
Mosque because it is relatively straight.
Qadry Street offers a short-cut between
two impertant medieval routes: Marrassi-
na to the south of the site links the Cita-
del Square to Sayyida Zeinab Square;
Port Said - formerly El-Khalig EI-Masry -
links Sayyida Zeinab to Al-Azhar and oth-
er northern parts of the old city. All of
these streets and thoroughfares are now
subject to major infrastructure develop-
ment and traffic modifications, Abu Al-
Dahab consists of several residential
blocks with some institutional and indus-
trial buildings. This has largely con-
served the architecture of the street
which dates from the early 20th century.
Several government and public buildings
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surround the site to the east and south.
These include a late 19th century hospi-
tal, the municipal headquarters for the
district, a training centre for fire and
emergency services, and a more recent
children's hospital south of the site.
Unique examples of institutional and in-
dustrial architecture from the early 1900s
have been conserved. Yet most of the
buildings which surround the site exist in
different degrees of dilapidation, al-
though the tacades of Abu Al-Dahab
Street and some of the institutional build-
ings were upgraded in the context of the
Park Project. The initative to upgrade
some areas around the site is viewed as
the commencement of a much wider pro-
cess of upgrading which has been for-
malized by the local district authorities in
co-ordination with the park designer.
These proposals have recently been ap-
proved for implementation.

The entire area is a perfect example of
the deteriorating environment with deg-
radation beginning at the time of Me-
hammed Ali, who drained the Birket EI-Fil
to make way for additional streets in his
wish to pattern the area on Belle Epoque
Paris and the grand avenues of Baron
Haussmann.

"Intervention" is a popular word in archi-
tectural schools today, but Abdelhalim's
design really is intervention in the most
positive sense, meaning to arrest the de-
terioration that was accelerating here at
such a rapid rate and to turn it around.
The story of the architect's vision for the
scheme, which he has consistently seen
as a response to the difficult physical
and historical constraints presented to
him, is one that is characterized by a
mixture of courage and sensitivity, and
determination not to allow the formidable
bureaucracy he was faced with to defeat
him.

The organization of the park revolves
around four principles which provided an
initial frame-work for the design and are
still legible to a remarkable degree. The
first of these, relating to the emblematic
aspect of the project, relates to rhythm.
In answer to his own guestion about the
similarities between the children who
would use the space, and the park itself,
the architect saw growth as one possible

JAMES STEELE *

theme, and the spiral, which demon-
strates the laws of growth in nature, as a
metaphorical representation of this idea,
The second principle is geometry, which
is related to the formal, built portions of
the park. The architect posed himself
questions about the way in which sym-
bols are transformed into order in a way
that preserves the original power of the
symbol and yet helps to organize the var-
ious necessary functional elements that
must be dealt with. Once again, the spiral
seemed to be a logical choice, given its
clear visual dominance in the neighbour-
hood and its historical significance.
Abdelhalim considered ways in which the
three-dimensional spiral of Ibn Tulun
could be transformed into a planar matrix
across the site, working on two interlock-
ing grids. The first of these began with a
line of palm trees that were already grow-
ing there, and the other with the streets
themselves, in order to join the natural
and the man-made. The insistence on the
module of the palm trees, which seemed
to continue to indicate an order by their
measured diagonal march across the
open ground, convinced the architect
that such a weave was the correct thing
to do. The third principle evolved from
this mesh and relates to its co-ordinates.
To extend the meaning of such a geome-
try, which has been extracted from both
the natural and constructed layers of the
existing context, as well as the require-
ments of the programme, the architect
next established a conventional grid that
would satisfy all three. The use of co-
ordinates, or lhdathiyyat, has been
shown to be a technique that has fre-
quently been used in the traditional archi-
tecture of Egypt, and it relies upon pro-
portion, as well as references such as O,
which is the equivalent of the golden ra-
tio. The co-ordinate system of the park
was extracted from the size of the space
between each of the palm trees that still
grew along a promenade planned for the
site, which as the architect saw it, was
the most apparent measure to be used.
The fourth and final principle that has
been employed related to the ritualistic or
ceremonial aspect of the architecture,
which is also central to Abdelhahlim's
other work, and is based on his research
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EDITORIAL THE ARCHITECT OR

CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
DR. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

Some may think that organizing the architectural profession starts at the time the
student of architecture graduates from the University and obtains the title of archi-
tect. Here, some would ask about the qualifications that lead to obtaining this title,
and would the new graduate obtain the tile of architect, or he would have to prove
himself scientifically and.practically to obtain this title. The architect, from the pro-
fessional point of view is that person who has collected an amount of scientific, en-
gineering, technical, human, social and cultural knowledge which would qualify him
to be able to design a certain size of different buildings which level to a certain stan-
dard of thought, innovation and technology compatible with the society and envi-
ronment. Other than that, he could carry the title of construction engineer who is the
one that designs a number of buildings that do not adhere te any cultural, reflective
or innovative values. Nevertheless, the construction engineer does not deserve
this title immediataly upon graduation, but he must prove his capability and his abili-
ty to design and supervise the execution of a number of small or big projects during
a specified time so that he can earn this title.Yet, there is none of the institutes or
architectural schools in the Arab World that distinguish betwesn qualifying the ar-
chitect and the construction engineer... This qualification is performed by one edu-
cational system what is called architectural section, which in most of the Arab coun-
tries is an inseparable part of the Faculties of Engineering whose graduates obtain
the title of engineer..., then the specialization is added. The title of engineer, thus
remains the common one to the layman who does not distinguish between the con-
structicn engineer, the electric engineer, the irrigation engineer or the road engi-
neer. However, those responsible for the educational process endeavor to build the
architectural thought that qualifies its owner to the title of architect. Here, the edu-
cational process is faced by many obstacles that hinder their objectives ...
Nevertheless, all certificates granted {o graduates from the architectural sections
carry the title of architectural engineering, or in other words, construction engineer-
ing... and in both cases, architecture graduates carry the title immediately upon
graduation while they discover that all the subjects they were taught do not qualify
them for any title, and they have to complete their professional abilities by practic-
ing at least two years, to obtain the lowest level of any title, in order to promote the
professional standard as in all the countries of the world, civilized or otherwise.

The question remains as te who should tackle this problem? the architects who are
granted the title of engineer and are related to the Engineers' Syndicate that looks
over thier interests, or the architects who are devoted to the profession and are
anxious to place everyone in the right place, or the architectural organizations who
endeavour to promote the profession, or the professors who care for the profession
ot...the International union for architects. All these questions remain without an-
swers or without being put inte motion, within the frame of the intellectual rigidity
that has hit the Arab architects. The strange phenomenon is that each time they
meet in one of the local or international gethering, they remember their downgraded
position, educationally and professionally and they get enthusiastic to get out of
the bad conditions and they agree to the necessity of mesting to take the practical
steps, but, as soon as they are separated, they do not gather or even correspond
or communicate. Hence, those responsible for the educational process should
have differentiated between the curriculums that qualify the architect and those
that qualify the construction engineer, although there are a lot of common materials
in these curriculums. Hence, the architectural organizations have to revise their or-
ganizational hierarchy and the professional regulations so that each architect and
construction engineer can find his way in practicing, after obtaining the licence to
practice . He would then be promoted on Steps (C,B, then A).This will only happen if
the profession is detached from Engineering Syndicates and the practice of the ar-
chitectural engieering profession becomes independent, either by the architect or
the construction engineer, each as has been laid down for him. This will bring the
public who cannot distinguish between the architect and the mechanical orthe civil
engineers, as in their opinion they are all engineers, to realize that there is an engi-
neering organization represented in the syndicate and an architectural one repre-
sented in the union of architects, as in some of the arab countries in North Africa.
From here, the architectural organizations would begin to rearrange then legalize,
publish and apply their papers, regulations and systems which became cbsolete.
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