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CPAS NELUS

* The Planning Unit has finished the
detailed plans, urban design and mod-
el of the development project of Jabal
Omar area, overlocking the Holy
Mosque in Mecca, to the advantage of
Mecca Building and Construction
company. The site area is about
160000 m2. It is developed to accom-
odate residential towers and Hotels,
yards for 120000 prayers, public and
commercial services and car parks.
Accesibility to the Holy Mosque yards
has been carefully considered.

* The Central Society for Sheltering
tha Needy (CSSN) has been recently
registered in the Ministry of Social Af-
tairs under Number 314 for the year
1996. It aims at providing a home for
the poor and the needy, under the
framework of the National Prcject for
Social Solidarity. Financing such
works depends cn material donations,
Zakat monies, voluntary efforts by the
youth and Public seif help.

*The Amendments of the master plan
of the Faculties of Taiz University,
Yemen, have been finished to be pro-
posed before the University presiden-
cy for approval.

* Within the framework of Sanaa Uni-
versity deveciopment projects, CPAS
technical departments are preparing
the working drawings for Faculty of
Educaticn workshops. The project is
financed by the World Bank.

*A group of Jordanian students from
the Girls College, Jordanian Universi-
ty, visited CPAS to be acquainted by
its different units and activities, and
to subseribe in Alam Al-Benaa maga-
zine, Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim has met
themn and delivered a lecture on " The
difference between Islamic Architec-
ture and Architecture in Islam"”.

* The Architectural Unit collaborated
with the other units are preparing a
study for developing and modemizing
Ismialia museum, Police national mu-
seum and Royal vehicles museum at
the Citadel.

*CPAS is working in developing the
swimming Pool jumping platforms tow-
er at Heliopolis Club, Besides, The
Club has assigned CPAS to design a
summer resort in Marsa Matrouh.

* The supervision unit is preparing the
furnishind works, fandscape and plan-
tation of Al-Zahraa mosque as a prep-
aration for its opening.
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AT & T Building,New York, 1984

the question "What is reality". | find the
situation very complex and | don't think it
is so easy to answer that question. |
think it is much easier 10 say | don't like
projects that imitate old styles, trying to
make something look like an 18th centu-
ry style. Disney projects are all fanta-
sy.Grave's hotel is a fantasy project, so
| am not certain about the Disney World.
Wae have to be very careful about Disney,
| cannot answer whether it is good or
bad.

Z.G. Have you done any Disney
projects?

P.J. Afire station. | don't know what it is
going to look like, because we have not
started yet. It is a challenge.

Z.G. Any Hotels?

P.J. Yes, an underground one. It was
never built. They hated it.

Z.G. What do you think of Mi-
chael Graves's Disney Hotels?
P.J. Not very good. | think Michael is
better than that.

Z.G. Have you seen his retail
show room?

P.J. No, but | think he has fost his inde-
pendence, and | am not fond of him sefl-
ing all these little objects; the clocks,
charms etc. It takes away from his stat-
ure as an architect.

Z.G. What do you think of Bob
Stern's TV series “Pride of
Place* ?

P.J | didn't like it. Well, | couldn't stand

8

Bob, He is the mos? brilliant man we have
in Architecture as a thinker, not as an ac-
tor. | did appear in a segment of the ser-
ies, but I'm a natural born actor, | think it
was educational in s0 many ways, but it
needed some more time to develop.

Z.G. You were in a partnership
with Foster and also Burgee. Can
you tell me about the relation-
ship with them?

P.J. Well, | am really not a very good ad-
ministrator or businessman, so | was
lucky to have good pecple around me.
My first partner was a good head of the
office, so0 he did all the execution and
management. My second partner was a
brifliant manager.

Z.G. Any new partners?

P.J. | just became a partner again yes-
terday.

Z.G. So basically in your collab-
orations, you were the designer
and the other partners were ad-
ministrators.

P.J. Of course, just like in the firm of
KPM, eveyone knows, without doubt,
that Pedersen is the only designer.

Z.G. Has the recession had an
impact on your business?

P.J. Yes, we had a staff of 80 and now
we have 4.

Z.G. What was the reason for
your move cout of the Seagram
building?

P.J. | found it was too expensive.

ZG. You were one of "The 50
Americans who made the differ-
ence"” ftor Esquire magazine
among others including Elvis
Presley and Aay Krok. Now, do
you still solicit for work despite
your international calibre as the
dean of contemporary architec-
ture?

P.J. Absolutely, because no one wants

to hire an almost 90 year cld architect,
Z.G. Well, Frank Lioyd wright
was at his peak in his eighties...
Pt Well, | also have a lot of work, but it

is all mine, because the work | do is tco
expensive.

Z.G. What was the toughest pro-
ject that you dealt with?

P..J. Every job is a terrible problem. The
toughest one is always the next one.
I'am having & terrible time doing over a
building in Central Park. We are taking off
all the outside and putting a new skin cn
it. That's the biggest problem | have right
now. The cathedral in California was a
nightmare.

Z.G. | understand that you like
art. What kind of art do you col-
fect?

P.J. | like art of the 60's. Art of my own
period.

SYNOPSIS

* Subject of the issue:

The development porject of
Monshaat MNasser Garbage
Collectors area

By: Arch. Neamat Mohamed Nazmy
The integrated role of the govemmen-
1al and non-govermental organization
in developing and upgrading this
area.

* Architectural Competitions:
- Soul National Museum (Korea)
1st Prize: Korea

2nd Prize: France / Korea

3rd Prize: Korea

4th Prize: Swizerland / Korea

5th Prize: France / Korea

* Central Services Complex,
{Montazah Centre, Sharm EIl-Sheikh).
The site is situated in the northemn
part of Sharm El-Sheikh Sector on the
Guif of Agaba on an area of 1400 Fed-
dans. It consists of intertainment,
sport, commercial, health, religious,
services and admistrative facilities.
15t Prize: Dr. Arch. Mohamed Ez-
zat Said.

2nd Prize: Arch. Magdi Shaban &
Arch. Ashraf Tawfik.

3rd Prize: Dr. Arch. Mohamed Talat
El-Dali.

* Projects of the issue:
Architecture for rural India.
Two works of Architect Sarbjit Bahga.
- Vikas Bhavan, Zira (Punjab).

An office building aimed at bringing
under one roof varicus departments
which contribute directly or indirectly
in improving the agricultural produce
and marketing.

- Soil-testing laboratories,
Nawanshzahar (Punjab).

A double storeyed building with a
buil-up area of 350m2. It is a pisce of
architectural excellence.

* In Memorial of Hassan Fathi:
"Hassan Fathi in the eyes of others"
By: Arch. Hassan Abu El-Magd, Vien-
na, Austria.

* Technical Article:

Concrete Structures preservation
and restoration materials, by Eng.
Hussein Gomaa.
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Glass House, New York, Canaan,
Connecticut, US.A., 1549.

JOHNSON

¢d by Lhe profession during the suprema-
cy of the International Style,

In 1991, Philip Johnson, with Donald
Porier and John Manley, ¢stablished the
new architectural finm of Philip Johnson
Architects. Current projects include a
mixed-use oftice and retail building at
Checkpoint Charlie in Berlin, and a ma-
Jjor expansiwon and repovalion of the
Anion Carter Museum in Fort Worth,
Texas.

Mr. Jolison, a Fellow of both The
American [nstitute of Architects (AlA)
since 1963 and The American Institute of
Arts and [etlers since 1965, was the first
recipient of the Pritzker Architecture
Prize for a distinguished career in archi-
ecture, i 1979, Other lifeume achicve-
ment awards include the Gold Medal
from AlA, and the Bronze Medallion of
tie City of New York, both in 1978, He
has also been hionoured for many individ-
ual designs, including the Silver Medal
of Honour from the Architectural League
of New York in 1950 for the Glass
House, and a Progressive Archileciure
Design Awardlor the Kline Science Cen-
ter at Yale University,

Mr. fohnsen is the author of several
books including "The International
Style: Architecture Since 1922" (with
Henry - Russell Hilcheuck; 1932)
Mies van der Rohe " (1947); and a col-
Iection of his essays, speeches, and arti-
¢les, dating from 1931 to 1975, pub-
lished under the utle of * Philip JIohnson
Wntings . Major publicitions that
chronicle Philip Johnson's work-designs
created by himself, and for those generat-
¢d in partnership with Joho Burgee- in-
cluded John M. Jacobus® "Philip Johnson
: Architecture " (New York: Random
House, 1979), and * Philip Johnson/
Jobn Burgee Archilecture " 1979 - 1985
New York : Rizzoli, 1985).

taste in art.

Z2.G. What made you break into
architecture?

P.J. My mother was always irterested in
architecture, and | was always interested
in design and architecture. it was be-
cause of her that 1 became an architect.
Z.G. How was it to work with
Mies?

P.J. Very difficult. He was a very heavy
smoker,

Z.G. Did he design your apart-
ment in New York?

P.J. Yes, in the very early twenties,
loeng before | went to school for architec-
ture in 1943.

Z.G. What do you think he would
say about your AT & T building?
P.J. He would be very angry. Don't for-
get | did not follow his school, and | did
not do what he wanted me to do.

Z.G. In designing the glass
house were you influenced by
Mies's Farnsworth house?

P.J Yes, | was.

Z.G. | understand that Frank
Lioyd visited your glass house.
What was his reaction?

P.J. He hated the house, bul he was
very funny and a very humorous man.
When he came by he was wondering if he
should take off his hat or keep it on, if he
were inside or outside. See, in this house
it is different because | did not have to be
nice to my neighbours.

Z.G. What do you think of Eisen-
man's Convention Centre in Co-
lumbus?

P.J. It's wondertul, it's very successful,

a mixture of practical ability, a great
building. The inside is like any conven-
tion centre, but Eisenman had fun with
the roof. | told hirm he had to be in the air
to see it.

Z.G. Do you think stucco was the
answer for its exterior?

P.J. | really do not know, there is a prob-
lem, | just don't know how it can be re-
solved.

Z.G. Have you seen any of his
homes?

P.J All of them.

Z.G. What do you think of the
sixth one?

P.J. | don't like house six, | don't like
many of his homes, the one that | like the
best is house two, in Vermont. He didn't
get good until recently. He got good with
Waexner Convention Centre where he was
a great deal better than Wexner Visual
Center. It is more practical.

ZG. In the AT & T building, you
created an ‘"lcon of post-
modernism" by proposing a
stone-clad structure to replace
the conventional wisdom of cor-

_sm@h&ﬂ@—

porate glass box architecture.
How was the idea of the At & T
building conceived?

P.Jd. Well, that was my idea, they want-
ed to have a building that was against
modernism, against glass box, although
| think the Seagram building is the best
building in New York

Z.G. Maybe for its time.

P.J. Yes, for its time, actually 1 have
been very happy with AT & T until they
changed it. t was very sad for me when
Sony came and filled in the open arcade.
You know, | can't go by that bleck any-
more.

Z.G. How many firms were com-
peling for that building?

P.J. Twenty-four.

Z.G. When the design of AT & T
was unveiled, where you aware
of the impact it would have and
the controversy it would stir?
P.J. Yes, but not as much as it did. It
made to the cover of * Time" and " New
York Times".

Z.G. That building is a collage of
Art Deco, Gothic and Neoclassi-
cal features, yet it has been re-
ferred to as the "Chippendale
Skyscraper”.

P.J. That was a big argument. | got the
idea frem Nemphisis, the temple in the
Adriatic. It wasn't the Chippendale.

Z.G. The open arcade was also
criticized for being windy, too
high, not sunny and not func-
tional as a public place. What do
you feel about that?

P.J. The Americans right now want to
have people places. | did a monumental
arcade, so that people would use, and
what is wrong with that? Tc the Ameri-
cans that was a terrible sin, See, what
AT & T wanted was a monument, that is
why they had their sculpture there. What
Sony needed was different, they wanted
a shop, and they got it from the other ar-
chitect,

Z.G. Did Sony contact you be-
fore they remodelled the arcade?
P.J. They asked me, but there was
nothing | could do about it, and they were
going to do it anyhow. They had a good
architect.

Z.G. Most of your buildings have
a Nickname, e.g., the building
we are in now is commonly known
as the "Lipstick Building ".

P.J | like that, because when | tell peo-
ple that | am in the Lipstick Building they
inow where it is.

Z.G. What do you think of the
projects that were done for Dis-
ney. Is it serious or comedy ar
chitecture?

P.J. | think that we really need to ask

7



DIALOGUES
AND
INTERVIEWS
WITH MASTERS
OF
CONTEMPORARY
ARCHITECTURE

Z.G. What do you think of archi-
tectural education today?

P.J 1 don't pay any attention to educa-
tion, | don't think it is important. | think it
would be the same if we didn't have any
architectural schools. Mies Van Der
Rohe never went to school, Le Corbusier
never went to school and Frank Lioyd
Wright never went to school. So what
does that tell you? That schools are un-
necessary. For example if you had met
Hassan Fathy, one of the masters in this
century, when you were young, would
you have learned any less than i you at-
tended a big institute? Apprenticeship
was the only way to architecture before
they had formal education, and that cer-
tainly did not improve architecture.The
Bauhaus teaches you that if you build a
square box with a flat roof, the flat roof is
not the only way to build a rodf, it is the
only functional way and it is cheap.

Z.G. How do you see the future
of architecture through the eyes
of new generation of architects?
P.J. 1 don't, because to make any prog-
noses now would be wrong. What every
architect does, is to carry on with his own
thinking, that is what is going to happen
with it. The only assurance we have is
that this world is changing and it is not
geing to be like your world or mine, it's
going to be entirely different.

Z.G. Where do you think the cen-
tre of architecture is in the
U.S.A.?

P.J. New York, Boston gets a side is-
sue. From here, New York City, you can
go to Boston, Philadelphia, the West
Coast and Eurcpe. Los Angeles has
Frank Gehry. He is the best architect
around.

Z.G. The best! | thought you are
the best.

P.J. No. well I'm from another genera-
tion, he is one of my kids.

Z.G. What do you think of Prince
Charles’ much publicized "Vision
of Britain”?

P.J. Well, he made perfectly obvious
points, that we all make, about his cities.
The British Monarchs do not have much

6
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. PHILIP JOHNSON

f

TIME: 10:00 A.M.

DATE: MONDAY, AUGUST,
IST, 1994

LOCATION: CONFERENCE
ROOM, PHILIP JOHNSON
ARCHITECT'S OFFICE.
ADDRESS: 885 THIRD AVE.
12TH FLOOR, NEW YORK,
NEW YORK, U.S.A.

BIOGRAPHY OF PHILIP

Philip Johnson, through his designs,
writings, and teachings, has played a
seminal role in defining the theoretical
shape of architecture in the 20th century.
Mr. Jehnson is celebrated for champion-
ing the two architectural movements that
have most atlected urban landscape dur-
ing the last sixty years: The International
Style, and the reintroduction of the use
of a wide variety of historic styles in
contemporary architectural design. The
former was advanced by Mr. Johnson and
the late HencyRussell Hitchcock in the
1930's and the latter through the 1978
unveiling of the design Mr. Johnson and
John Burgee created for the AT & T Cor-
porate Headqguarters building iy New
York. Born in Cleveland, Ohio on July
8, 1906 Mr. Johnson was educated at
tlarvard University where he received his
Bachelor’s (1930} and Architectural
(1943} Degrees.

Mr. Johnson was founder and director of
the Department of Architecture of The
Musecum of Modern Arnt in New York,
establishing the first museum alfiliated
program in the United States devoted to
the study and exploration of architecture,
as an art. Philip Johnson headed the de-
partment between 1930 and 1936 and
again from 1946 to 1954, it was during
his first tenure in the position Lhal he
and architectural histonan lenry Russell
Hitcheock mounted their landmark exbi-
tion entitled * The International Style”,
This 1932 eflort, wtroduced an architec-
tural style being practised by such Furo-
pean masters as Mies van der Rohe and
{.¢ Corbusier, and educated a generation
of American architects in this then-
revolutionary approach to design. Char-
acterized by the use ol such modern mu-
tenals as glass and steel, and emphasis-
ing function and structure over
ornamental decoration, the Intemutional

Style dominated our city skylines for fif-
ty years, and continues (o heavily in-
Nuence contemporary designs. In addition
10 advocating the practice and benefits of
the Inwmational Style, Mr. Johnson is
credited with creating some of its major
menuments, including the Seagram's
Building (in 1958 with Mies van der
Rohe), and his own Glass House (1949),
which has been denated to and eventually
will be maintained as "historic property”
by the National Trust {or Historic Preser-
valion. Mr. Johnson's work between
1949 and 1965 encompassed residential,
commercial and institutional projects.
These included: Rockefeller Guest House
(1950} New York; Museum for PreCo-
lumbian Art {1963), Washington D.C;
Roofless Church (1960), New Harmony,
Indiana; Elmer Holmes Bobst Library,
New York University campus; New
York State Theatre.

In 1967 Philip Johnson began 4 partner-
ship with John Burgee. Projects com-
pleted include Minneapolis' 1IDS Center
(1973), Avery Fisher Hall in New York
(1975), Pennzoil Place, Houston
(1976),the Garden Grove Community
Church (1980} in California, Dade Coun-
try Cultural Center (1982}, University of
Houston College of Architecture (1985),
Adantic Center, Adanta (1987), Monent-
um Place, Dallas (1987).

Tohnson and Burgee's desiens for the AT

, & T Corporate Headquaters building in

New York (1984), with its stone clad-
ding and identifying broken pediment,
changed he dialogue of contemporary ar-
chitecture just as dramatically as the In-
ternational Style had fifty years before.
AT & T represented a criticalwalershed:
it was the first major built structyre thal
revived the use of historic styles, an ap-
proach Lo design prevalent Lhroughout
history but abandoned and strongly derid-
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EDITORIAL| S| AMIC ARCHITECTURE OR

ARCHITECTURE IN ISLAM

DR. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

In continuation of the problem of naming the Islamic architecture, a number of ar-
chitectural thinkers objected to this nomination. Some tried to cail it architecture of
the Moslems as an afternative to Islamic architecture, but the concept of Islamic
architecture, as stated in several references, is confined in this distinguished ar-
chitecture which was established during the different Islamic epochs and in this
specific region of The World called the Islamic world. Thus, this concept has been
defined as being of a cerlain time and a specific area.Contention moved, after this,
to the content of this architecture after it was analysed, evaluated and presented
on the basis of its form, regardless of its content. This was at the time when Mos-
lems began to search for the Islamic contents in this architecture and to consider
the form as an envelope containing this content. Search began in this direction
looking for Islamic contents. 1t was found out that many of the heritage buildings
called Islamic architecture do not hold the Islamic content, such as the tombs and
others. Search was extended to the Islamic theory in architecture, considering that
Istam is a religion for all times and places and its architecture achievements should
not be limited to a certain time or a specific place. The architectural heritage was
analysed from two aspects; The one related to the content is firm and does not
change with place or time, the other related to the form changes with the change of
time and place. 1t is obvious that examples of the architecture heritage which ap-
peared during what is called the Islamic epochs represent architecture of the elite
of Princes and Governors {(Walis) in the shape of palaces, fortresses, mosques,
schools and sibils, on which all capabilities of buil%ing artisan that flounshed at
those times, were used. Many fixed buildings which reflact the extent of artisan ar-
tistic creations, were initiated by the Wali princes to commemorate their histerical
achieverments, to the extent that the Wali, when he took hold of his reign, began to
build a tomb annexed to a mosque ... Thus, the Islamic contents have been lost in
this turmoil of architecture innovations which appeared during these epochs, as
published in books and lecal and foreign magazines. No doubt they are examples
expressing the extent of elevation of building and decorating trades dunng this per-
iod of time, although several of thern cannot be described as Islamic. It architec-
ture during any epoch reflects the picture of the contemporary society of that age,
yet the architecture of this epoch of time does not honestly reflect the picture of
that time, as the happenings were of the creation of princes and Walis with no con-
tributions from the society itself. One look at the architectural fermation of Man-
sour's Baghdad expresses total seperation between the ruler and the governed.
This is where the content of what is called Islamic architecture is unrealistic and the
search for another expression as architecture of Moslems.. Yet, this expression
does not also apply, with all its phases, to these architectural examples named |s-
lamic architecture which does not truly represent the society of Moslems.This is
why a search was made for another expression which is cleser the Islamic contents
in architecture... namely architecture in islam. This means the extraction of all Is-
{lamic values from the Holy Koran, the Mohamadi Suni and books of the virtuous
predecessors in identifying all that concerns construction, urban development and
architecturs, sither in text or by analegy. So, if moderation in Islam is the governing
factor in all the actions of the Moslem, in his walk, his eating, drinking, speech and
dealings, it is, therefore the basic principles that govern the work of building, devel-
opment and architecture. And if the capatalistic regimes are based on individuality,
the socialist regimes based on cofective basis, the moderate regime combines
both individuality and collectiveness. This appears in the external shape of the
building which is of concern to the l?rt:)up and the internal shape that concerns the
individual. This concept is governea by the principles of urban design of the place
with adherance to the Islamic content in design... as in designing the Mosque or the
residence or others. Moderation also governs the methed of dealing with the build-
in&], without extravagance, when choosing the materials or ornaments or the meth-
od of censtruciton or other factors concerning the building which is designed on the
basis of actual needs without exageration or large differences between the used
floors. This would be by adhering to the Islamic contents with difference in shape
according to the difference in the place - any place - as each location has its own
environmental, urban, cultural and civilized components stretched across history;
a matter that would combine between heritage and contemperaneity expressing the
character of the place.

Therefore, the subject of architecture in Islam is considered more concerned with
contents, and more expressive of the Islamic view of the architectural theory, also
more definite, worlwide, without being limited to the place. This is the right criterion
that makes the description of Islamic architecture more clear in presenting the per-
menent content, for ever, as compared to the changing form accerding o the time

and place.
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