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CPAS NELWS

* Dr, Arch. Abdelbaki Ibrahim, CPAS
President has met with Mr. Ali Hem-
eid Sharaf, Yemeni Ministry of hous-
ing, structure and urban planning in
Sana'a; to discuss the strategies of
housing and planning Yemeni Cities,
especially those allocated for low in-
come inhabitants and handicapped.

He also met with Taiz and Aden Uni-
versities Deans to discuss Sanaa
University new planning and the es-
tablishement of an architectural de-
partment in Aden University.

A Training course on Feasibility
Studies in Urban Projects was held
at CPAS from 6th -17th Jan. 1996.

* Al Zahraa Mosque, designed and
supervised by CPAS, will be official-
ly opened during the month of Rama-
dan this year.

* Dr. Arch. Mohamed Abdelbaki Ibra-
him, CPAS vice president for techni-
cal affairs, has participated in the
Seminar on “The Role of NGOs in
Endorsing Sustainable Development
for Poor Areas" held at the Arab
League headquarter in Cairo. (16-18
Dec, 95), and in the International
Conference on "Improving the living
environment for the urban poor: To-
wards Sustainable Development "
held in Shepherd Hotel as a prepara-
tory activity for the United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements
Habitat Il - Istanbul 1996, Cairo (18-
21 Dec. 95)

* The Computer unit at CPAS has
been provided with new and devel-
oped computer software.

* The Execution of "Nesma" Tourist
Village is to start scon. CPAS super-
vision team will supervise execution
works of the project.
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ARCHITECTURAI

Dharmala Building, Jakarta,

Indonesia, 1988

man's houses in Connecticut. It was very
poorly constructed.

Z.G. How do you like AT & build-
ing?

P.R. No comment.

Z.G. Have you been in Canada,
and how do you like the architec-
ture there?

P.R. Yes, | have been there many
times. | think the old part of Toronto is
marvellous.

Z.G. For the past eighteen years
you have been dealing with dif-
ferent international projects.
What kind of experience didyou
obtain from such involvement?
P.R. | have been working mostly in
South East Asia, and | have found that
very rewarding on many levels. The atti-
tudes are very different from the United
States. It is also the idea that the labour
is still relatively very inexpensive, and
what | want to do is very labour intensive.
The pacific rim is in its most important
stage economically, but artistically is not
very clearly defined yet. | think it will be
soon.

Z.G. How do you visualise the fu-
ture of contemporary architec-
ture? Are we going in the right di-
rection?

P_R. First of all, do you see that each
new trend cancels out the other, and
leaves you with nothing!. | really honest-
ly believe in movements that add to Ur-

banism or add some dimensions to hu-
man life. Then | am for it, but if | don't see
that, then | am against it. | feel sad about
things right now, but | alse feel very
hopeful. Many false paths have been
perceived, and | believe the problems
that one sees everywhere will not go
away. Architects right now, as | ses,
tend to solve or address themselves to
problems which are fine in terms of maga-
zines, but have nothing to do with human
needs or aspirations.

Z.G. You produced some of the
most meticulous and orderly de-
tailed black and white collection
of perspectives. How much were
you personally involved in the
producing of those renderings?
P.R. When | was very young, | personal-
ly drew every line. In many ways those
are the only drawings which | like. Then |
became very busy, and what | would do,
is the layout the point of perspective and
almost everything in pencil, then | had
staff to fill in certain passages. But when
it came a matter of gradation, | would al-
ways do that, and when it was a matter of
hatching, someone else could do that.
So | always had some assistance.

Z.G. Have you ever displayed
any of them?

P.R. Some of my drawings were just at a
small exhibition in New York City. That's
the way of telling people about yourself.
Presentation drawings, that you talk
about, are to sell the building.

Z.G. What is on the drafting
board now?

P.R. | am still working in south east Asia
and Hong Kong. | don't know why, but |
have a bunch of projects I'm working on,
a total of six private homes and a small
office building in Indonesia. An office
building in Singapore, also I'am working
on a town in Indonesia.

Z.G. How about the US?
P.R. One house!.

ZAKARIA GHANIM
a- Graduate of Faculty of Engineering,
Arch. Dept. 1968
b- Emigrated to Canada 1975
¢- Runs Private office since 1986 in
TORONTO, ONTARIO
d- Obtained Ontario Asso. of Arch.

Award of Merit in Excellence of De-
sign 1995,

¢- UN Development Program, Lectur-
erer.
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SYNOPSIS

While covering the events of the In-
ternational Exhibition for Building &
Construction Materials (BATIMAT)
held in Paris (Nov. 1995), the editorial
board has decided to devote this is-
sue to the Capital of Arts and Archi-
tecture, Paris, and its most precious
new architectural monuments.

* Subject of the Issue:
BATIMAT, Paris (France), 1995.

* Projects of the Issue:

- “Cite de la Musique", Paris
Arch. Christian de Portzamparc

This project has an ambitious cultural
and political remit. It is two colonies
of buildings on the southern edge of
the Parc de la Villette. The western
complex houses a new national con-
servatoire, and the eastern contains
the performance and museological
components.

- National Museum of Science,
Technology and Industry, Paris
(France). Arch. Adrien Fainsilber,
Collaborator: Sylvan Mersier.

It is part of the large Villette Park
complex, devoted to culture and lei-
sure. It consists of a huge container
inside which a diversity of cultural
and scientific activities go on.

- The Louvre, Paris (France)

Arch. leoh Ming Pei & Partners

The extention of the Louvre is an in-
tervention in one of the most symboli-
cally powerful buildings in Paris. The
design has solved three types of
problems: functional, urban and sym-
bolic.

- France's new Bibliotheque
Nationale, Paris (France).

Arch. Dominique Perrault.

It is a singular convergence of archi-
tectural and political ambitions, lies
on the edge of the Seine. It is a large
complex, that consists of four towers
at the corners of an immense rectan-
gular block, which is gouged out to
form an inner courtyard.

* Structural Article:
Lift - slab Structures.
By Arch. Maguid Said.

* Technical Article:

One of a four-article series on " Inov-
ative thought in Architecture

1- General concepts on the Inovative
thought in Architecture, by Arch.
Nouby M. Hassan.




Z.G. | have seen your Govern-
ment Service Centre in Boston.
It has been very badly main-
tained, almost to the point of
falling apart.

P.R. Well so | hear, You know the se-
quel to all of this is that another firm is
now making a new state court house for
the unbuilt portion of that building. The
project was never finished. The lower
porticn was never completed also the
tower was never built. The new building
will take up the entire space, and so the
character of the original building will be
transformed.

| can not rationalise why the building is
not treated well. | think the explanation
is that the health,welfare and social ser-
vices portion of the building was used
and kept up for many years, but the
mental health part was never fully occu-
pied. Partially due to the changing poli-
cy. It was supposed to be centralised at
one point, then it was decided that was
not going to be done. The building was
never used for its intended purpose.

Z.G. | understand that you were
not happy with the final look of
the Mary Cooper Jwett arts cen-
tre for Wellesley College, back
in 1955, why is that?

P.R. In the U.S. architects tend to think
that the nineteenth century has spilled
over into the twentieth, and that one
should build only twentieth century ar-
chitecture. | am very proud that this
building was part of the very beautiful
campus, and one had to say it was built
in this century. That was the basic no-
tion. In other words, | am talking about
Urbanism, which | did not really learn in
school. | am a great believer that educa-
tion is based on many things.

In any event the idea of adding a 20th
century building to a gothic campus
created a form of space, kind of acropo-
lis, locking down south to the lake. If |
were to have the same commission to-
day, | would do it the same way, in princi-
pal. The thing | feel inferior about the
building, has to do with the interior
space, which was not developed exactly
the way | wanted. Regardless, in my
opinion Wellesley College was one of the
first buildings that tried to marry the new
and the old United States.

Z2.G. The elaborate facade grille
of the Milan House, in Jackson-
ville, Florida, was that function-
al or decorative?

P.R. The master bedroom has a bit
higher ceiling that goes up two-thirds of
a flight to an outlook, and that has a can-
opy over it to provide shade from the

sun. Everything has to have multiple
meanings, you just can't keep adding
things arbitrarily.

Z.G. Now we come to the master-
piece, the School of Architecture
at Yale. It has been criticized for
bad space, bad acoustics, and
too rough of texture. What are
your comments?

P.R. | do not know. | can tell you, | wish
| had never built the building. It never
stopped me from doing other cnes
though.

Z.G. The Artist Graphic Centre,
in New York, was criticised for
being too busy.What is your re-
action to this?

P.R. They were wrong. It has scale. It is
a multiple use structure. | could agree
with them if it was an office building, but
what you call busy, | think of it as a re-
duction of scale. Maybe I'm wrong but |
think it has to be read from a distance, as
well as very close up.

Z.G. Have you done any projects
in the Middle East?

P.R. An embassy in Amman, it was not
built A project in Lebanon, it was not
built, and of course, the stadium in Saudi
Arabia and that was not built, so | sup-
pose they do not count.

Z.G. Which one of them do you
regret not being built?

P.R. Well, | regret that none of these
projects were built for many reasons, but
the one that | regret most was the stadi-
um, it is just a beautiful way of hanging a
structure, and | think about it to this good
day.The government of Saudi Arabia was
going to build it, and suddenly they de-
cided not to do so, of course things like
this happen, but as a work of architec-
ture | truly regret it. No one has asked me
to make a stadium again.

Z.G. Have you ever considered
using the same concept for an-
other project somewhere else?
P.R. | have been tempted to force that
idea onto another client, but maybe not. |
think it had unique qualities that suited
only Saudi Arabia.

Z.G. How about the high rise
building in Beirut and the U.S.
Embassy in Amman?

P.R. The high rise was intended for Leb-
anon and whether or not it was built, it
would have been quite right, of course, it
had to do with the environment. | am a
great believer in that, what you build in
Beirut, you don't build in New York. The
U.S. Embassy in Jordan was the first
project that | had worked on outside of
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the United States, it was for the state
department of the United States Govern-
ment.

Z.G. Was it a commission or a
competition?

P.R. It was a commission. | do not know
why that was not built either. Belluschi
was the advisor to our state department,
and he recommended that | do the pro-
ject, and | was really happy to do it. It
was the first building that | worked on
with stone.

Z.G. How about other countries
in the Middle East?

P.R. | visited Cairo, Egypt, where | only
went to the Valley of the Kings, | did not
go to Alexandria.

Z.G. What did you contribute as
a chairman of Yale School of Ar-
chitecture?

P.R. | do not know if | made any contir-
buticn. | patterned my eight years there
very much after Gropious, not stylistical-
ly but in principle. What Gropius basical-
ly said, was that architecture, in the real
sense of the word, is a means by which
people express their aspiration. In that
sense, we really are servants to society.
| genuinely believe that things are con-
stantly changing, and that is based on
the series of principals that we started
speaking of. | tried to teach that archi-
tectural space is what determines, any
project whether religious, governmental
or housing, and that scale is of the ut-
most importance, especially in terms of
Urbanism. '

Z.G. | would like to hear your
opinion about the latest trends
in architecture; Post-Modernism,
Deconstruction.

P.R. The only thing | like about Post-
Modernism is its light interest in Urban-
ism, but it is far too nostalgic and stylish.
If you had a bunch of cape cod cottages,
according to Post Modernism, the only
thing to do is to build more cape cod cot-
tage. | don't believe in this, | am totally
against Post-Modernism, as conceptual-
ly seen, other than what little it has to
say about Urbanism.

Modernism does not have all the an-
swars, | do not think it does, but it tends
to address this century's problems, and
has within its concepts a great many
possible solutions.

Z.G. What do you
Graves work?
P.R. | have never seen Graves' work.

Z.G. Have you seen any of Eise-
man's work?
P.R. | have seen only one of Eisen-

think of



very large organization went about divid-
ing its work. Trying to utilize talents of a
person was of the utmost importance, |
could understand drawings while other
people could not, and | began to under-
stand the relationship between the ad-
ministration and the people who were
building, so | really had a fantastic job.

Z.G. Back in 1954, you were
awarded the title of "Outstanding
Young Architect at the interna-
tional competition held in Sao
Paulo in Brazil, that must have a
thrill for you at your early stage
of your profession...

P.R. Not only was it a thrill, it helped me
financially.

Z.G. What was the bases of your
selection?

P.R. | entered that competition with the
design of the Walker guest house that
was built in Sanibel Island, Florida back in
1953. It was a 24 by 24 foot wooden
house. It had three 8 by 8 foot bays. One
of glass, the other two clad with solid
panels. There was an arcade around the
outside of the house to support the pan-
els. These panels changed the interior
space from a cozy room, in terms of clo-
sure and light, to a wideopen pavilion.

Z.G. In your early career you
spent some time in Europe,
through a scholarship. What kind
of impact did this have on you?

P.R. The United States was built in the
nineteenth century, and has never been
strong in terms of Urbanism. The U.S. is
essentially based on eclecicism, where
Europe is the exact opposite. The
strength of Urbanism in Europe to this
day is fantastic. You could not believe
the effect which European Cities had on
me. | began to understand that architec-
ture is about Urbanism, that the small
must be related to the large and vice Ver-
sa, that you cannot ignore the environ-
ment. | began to understand the impor-
tance of the relationship between the
vehicular architecture and the so called
high style architecture, the importance of
building types, the relationship of trans-
portation of all kinds to the city. | under-

School of Art and Architecture, Yale University, New Haven,

Connecticut, USA, 1964

stood that the chariot entrance to the
Acropolis was formed absolutely beauti-
fully in relationship to the pedestrian en-
trance. Until today we have not learned
how to relate our automobile, which is our
chariot, to the vehicular system in this
country. We build the ugliest cities in the
world and this is so painful, because | do
not think it has to be that way.

Z.G. How was your partnership
with Rob Twitchel?

P.R. Everyone has to find his way of do-
ing his thing, there are many ways of
making architecture. In my case, Rob
Twitch employed me for 3 months, then |
went off to the Navy. Five years later he
asked me to come back as a partner in a
three man office, and | found out that
having a partner did not work for me. | am
essentially a loner, and to this good day |
still am a loner. | have worked with many
architects in many different ways. It must
be understood clearly that | am responsi-
ble for the architectural design. Architec-
ture is very complicated and it takes
many different kinds of talents, especial-
ly if you are working on large projects. |
do not say architectural design is the be-
ginning and the end of all, but | do say
that it is a matter of understanding who
you are, and what you can do. | am very
proud of the fact that | have worked with
many architects, but it is always clear
who is responsible for the design, other-
wise no go.

Z.G. But you studied under Gro-

Central Public Library, City of Niagara Falls, New York, USA,

1972

pious who believed in collabora-
tion in design.

P.R. | do not work with other designers,
but | do believe in that cencept, because
for many people it may be the only way
they can work. Gropious himself would
be the first one to say there are many
ways for teamwork; it's a question of
what you mean by teamwork. If there is a
team of architectural designers, good-
bye, but if the architect teams up with a
structural engineer, a mechanical engi-
neer, an accoustical engineer, an elec-
trical engineer, a geographer, an econo-
mist and so on, but not five architectural
designers. You see, Gropious believed
that through discussions, one could
reach a clarification and a higher level of
understanding, but then | say if that is
true, | believe it depends on who you are
discussing things with. It is a very com-
plicated issue. | make no bones about
what | do. | know what | do well and what
| don't do well. | just want to be used in a
good way, that's all.

Z.G. Your orginal design of the
Married students' housing pro-
ject in New Haven Connecticut
was different than the built
structure. What was the reason
behind that?

P.R. It was essentially the budget. The
design perhaps was better located in a
warmer climate rather than the severe
winters of New England; because of the
great deal of exposed exterior walls.

Z.G. Why did you change the ex-
terior from concrete blocks to
brick?

P.R. The brick was used because there
is an abundance of it in New Haven,
Also, the surrounding houses were made
of brick. So in retrospect | think | was
wrong.
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DIALOGUES
AND

INTERVIEWS
WITH MASTERS
OF j
CONTEMPORARY |
ARCHITECTURE
By: Zak Ghanim

Z.G. Your father was a methodist
minister, did this have an effect
on your architecture as being
conservative, pragmatic or disci-
plined?

P.R. Most definitely. When | was 6
years old, my father built a church and of
course an Architect was involved. When
| saw his drawings and models, | knew in-
stantly it was for me, and | have never
changed my mind.

Z.G. So, you always wanted to
be an architect?

P.R. | had no choice, | was very lucky.
if someone asked me should he/she be
an architect, | would say, you cannot
teach people to be talented, you cannot
teach people to design by showing what
others have done, you can only clarify
principles, but you cannot really teach
youth to be designers. | have always
been able to draw easily, since | was a
child, and still do.

Z.G. You studied 5 years in Ala-
bama Polytechnical Institute be-
fore Harvard.What kind of educa-
tional experience did you gain in
Alabama?

P.R. The first two years were a reasona-
ble introduction to the beaux-arts, and
the other three were a waste of time,
quite frankly. It was not until | had the
good fortune to have Walter Gropious as
my instructor, that | began to understand
what all the great architectural issues of
the century were about. He was a great
teacher, not so great as an architect,
and that gave me a basis which | did not
have.

Z.G. What kind of experience did
you gain from the Brooklyn
Navy?

P.R. Apparently you did some home-
work. They thought they could make a
Naval Architect out of me, in four
months, by sending me to M.L.T. for a ri-
diculous course. | found myself in charge
of 300 people making repairs to destroy-
ers in the Brooklyn Naval Yard. That was
some fantastic experience, | saw how a
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ADDRESS: 23 Beeckman Place, 6th floor,
N.Y.10022, U.S.A.

BIOGRAPHY OF PAUL RUDOLPH

Paul Rudolph was born in 1918 at Elk-
ton, Kentucky, attended Alabama Poly-
technic Institute until 1940 to obtain his
Bachelor of Architecture and in 1947 he
graduated from Harvard University with a
Masters in Architecture where he studied
under Gropius.

In 1948, in Sarasota, Florida, Paul Ru-
dolph entered into partnership with
Ralph Twitchel (an architect thirty years
his senior) that was resolved in 1952,
From 1966 to 1991 Paul Rudolph ob-
tained Honorary Doctorates from Col-
gate, Florida State, S.E., Massachusetts,
Auburn, and Emory Universities, and
Roger Williams College. He has been a
visiting Lecturer and critic at the archi-
tectural schools of Yale, Comell, Toron-
to, Tulane, Harvard and Princeton Uni-
versities; Smith and Clemson Colleges;
Georgia Institute of Technology; Illinois
Institute of Design; Alabama Polytech-
nic Institute; Universities of Florida,
Pennsylvania, Calfornia, Monterey
(Mexico), Madrid, Rome, Singapore, Ja-
karta and Hong Kong.

In the autaumn of 1957 Mr. Rudolph
was offered the post of Chairman of the
school of architecture at Yale by then
president, Whitney A Griswold, and held
that post until 1965.

In 1952, to the present time, he has of-
fices in Sarasota, Florida, Boston, New
Haven and New York. He has buildings
in seventeen states, and in Japan, Singa-
pore, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Bangla-
desh, with more than 230 commissioned
projects.

Among his built projects are The Healy
Guest House in Sarasota Florida; The
Riverview High School also is Sarasota
Florida, The Greeley Memorial Laborato-
ry, Forestry Institute, Yale University,
the Mary Cooper Jewett Arts Centre,
Wellesley College, Blue Cross - Blue

Shield Building, Boston; The Married
Students' Housing, Yale University;
Parking Garage for the City of New ha-
ven; Art and Architecture Building, Yale
University; Endo Laboratories, New
York; Apartment Building for the Benef-
icent Church, Rhode Island, Crawford
Manor (housing for the elderly), New
Haven, Connecticut; Creative Arts Cen-
tre, Colgate University, New York,
Southeastern Massachusetts Technologi-
cal Institute, and the Cristian Science
Student Centre, University of illinois;
Niagara Falls Central Library, New
York, 1968; Waterfront development
project, Buffalo, New York, 1969: K &
S Fakhri Bros. Urban Complex, Beirut,
Lebanon, 1971 and The Colonnade Con-
dos, Singapore, Bond Centre, Hong
Kong, Dharamala Building, Jakarta, In-
donesia.

Honours and Awards include Arnold
Brunner Prize in Architecture; Sao Pau-
lo, Brazil, Prize(Architecture); First
Honour Awards, AIA; Fellow, American
Institute of Architects; Honorary Mem-
bership in Architectural Associations in
many foreign coutries; Member, Nation-
al Institute of Arts & Letters.

Exhibitions of his Work have been pre-
sented at the Museum of Modern Art;
Harvard University; Yale University;
Burroughs Welcome Headquarters; Uni-
versity of Illinois, Graham Foundation,
Chicago; Max Protech Gallery, NY; Co-
lumbia University; Museum of Raleigh,
N.C.; University of Pennsylvania; Steel-
case Corp.,, N.Y. ; Roger Williams Col-
lege.

His work has been documented in a film
entitled The Architectural Space of Paul
Rudolph and six books have been devot-
ed to his work, in addition to numerous
articles in professional journals and other
publications.
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EDITORIAL| LOCAL ARCHITECTURE BETWEEN

ARABIZATION AND WESTERNIZATION

DR. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

At the time Prince Charles, Heir apparent to the throne of Britain, is establishing an
Institute for Islamic arts and architecture with the aim at extending the bridges of
cultural integration between the West and the Islamic World, emanating from his
high esteem of late Engineer Hassan Fathy and those who followed his steps to-
wards this cultural movement. And at the time the prize of Agha Khan for Islamic ar-
chitecture is presented for the essence of architecture innovation and the humani-
tarian achievements of architecture for the poor in the Islamic World, in commitment
to the continuity of architectural heritage and its development to cope with contem-
porary technology and requirements. And at the time the Organization for Islamic
Capitals is allocating prizes for architectural projects that carry the cultural identity
of Islamic architecture, in order that the Arab city does not lose its traditions and
values in a world where cultures are wrestling and the weak nations are subjected to
economical and cultural invasions from the strong ones. At this time when those in
the West and in the East are working at the preservation of the cultural continuity of
the Arab Architecture, we find some architectural curricula in Arab Schools seek at
adopting all that the West achieves in thoughts or theories that overlap ene anoth-
er. So, the modernized is subdued by new modernization, then follows the irraticnal
and syrialistic architecture that express nothing but inventing what is not logical or
common, and liberating from all basic values in architecture.

If the West, who is able to realize its syrialistic architecture dreams, having in pos-
session advanced technological achievements that are not hindered by limits or ob-
stacles, we find that the East is trying to immitate it, without the ability to achieve
what is being immitated or dreamt of... The East has its excuse being the necessity
to react with the Western school with its history, theories, achievements and inno-
vation, or it will halt behind the march .. The concept of those seeking Westerniza-
tion in the architectural works, is seen in the single architectural work without giving
consideration to the architectural vacuum or agglomeration of the city. You see a
building that appears odd with its surroundings, although it tries to look distin-
guished and significant in its formation and expression, which contradicts the mode
of community life, and relies upon complete individuality and selfishness and mani-
festing commercial or singular propagenda. The Arab architecture school is still ex-
ercising the singular building treatment which is secluded from the surrounding ur-
ban environment, at the time some great international architects call for the
necessity of the unity of the building with its environment and the urban fabric sur-
rounding. And it some are calling for complete and unlimited freedom of creativity
and innovation, then this applies only to plastic arts. Although architecture is a
plastic ar, it has its functional, environmental and heritage determinates. Some like
to present their opinions in a philosophical language that considers a human-being
a species with changing aspirations and firm origin that sees architecture with a sa-
cred eye . They expect from the architect to respond to their soul aspirations and
remove them from the ststic situation to a situation of devevelopment and involve-
ment in the circle of changing cultural and artistic thoughts together with extending
their cultural roots to be related to the International civilized roots... In other words,
maintaining the local identity and shooting with it to the international amalgamation.
But how can these philosophies be achieved. If this message is directed to the very
few talented in arts, what about the prevailing majority of architects who are lacking
these talents... a matter that is within the core of the educational operation that
does not distinguish between this or that. When in fact they represent the greater
number of nations' architecture, most of which draw the architectural picture pre-
vailing in the city, while the very few talented architects leave their finger - print on
a few buildings scatered here and there, Here, the argument turns to the importance
of the architectural work and its effectiveness with regard to urban development,
which should either be directed to the development of the urban image of the city or
be limited to the objective of developing the architectural elevations of the building
this being the prevailing factor in most cases... emanating from the priciple of crea-
tion and innovation without consideration to the urban structure. Architecture is not

a plastic art as some schools think, but is a whole acheivement of artistic techno-
logical, social, economic and cultural work. This calls for going back to logic and
common sence and not exaggerating in philosophical words.
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