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be?f] p;agfiénqugﬂfy 4 \\ refilling your used printer
’ B | cartridge. Quick, easy and
|

Comes supplied with amazingly inexpensive!

priming pump to give the
cariridge optimum internal

] For HP printers and plofters
‘pressure for clean printing J

using the HP 51626 A High
Capacity Cartridge:

DeskJet 500 series
DeskWriter 500 series

oter for safe and { 200 and 600 series Designlet
NovalJet '

refilling. |

HP 51484
High Capacity Cartridge
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CPAS NEWS

* CPAS has submitted the working
drawings of the Japanese Games
building at Heliopolis Sporting Club. It
is expected that the execution will
begin in February 1996.

* Dr. Arch. Abdelbaki Ibrahim, Presi-
dent of CPAS, has attended Dubai In-
ternational Conference for Habitat 2
on "International Best Practices" for
improving the living environment (19-
22 Nov. 1995).

* The Head of Museums Sector in the
Supreme Council for Antiquities has
invited CPAS to participate in the de-
velopment and rennovation of Ismailia
Police and Vehicles museums .

* Dr. Arch. Mohamed Abdelbaki Ibra-
him, Vice President of CPAS for tech-
nical affairs, and Arch. Hany Shendi,
Head of Computer department, were
invited to participate in the study
seminar organized by Islamic Capitals
and Cities Organization, in Cairo (10-
14 Dec. 1995) on the Geographic In-
formation System for flourishing City
and Environment.

* Eng. Ossama Amer, head of Execu-
tion Department, headed to Yemen to
follow up the work progress in execut-
ing Faculties of Education in Sanaa,
Taiz, Hodaidah and Aden, under the
supervision of CPAS branch in
Yemen.

* Dr. Eng. Gouda Ghanim, head of
Structural Department, prepared and
lectured at the Training course on "
Design Concrete Structures accord-
ing to modern Specifications " held at
CPAS (11-22 Nov. 1995). The partici-
pants have praised the content and
organization of the course.

* The training unit at CPAS has orga-
nized a training course on " Environ-
mental Inspection and Pollution Con-
trol" for the advantage of the Ministry
of Environmental and Regional Mu-
nicipalities (Muscat, Sultanate of
Oman, 2-14 Dec. 1995), in collabora-
tion with Dr. Mahmoud El-Hewehy and
Dr. Mostafa Rajab, Cairo Environment
Institute.

* CPAS Library has received a num-
ber of new books as a gift from Eng.
Maguid Kholousy, among which are
his latest publications about the
Specifications of Sanitary Works,
Swimming Pools and Plantation (part
3) and Executive Management for
Building Projects and Time and Cost
Control.
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Turkish Historical Society, Ankara

architecture and Islam in Indonesia. Cnly
if we think that we understand this, would
it make sense to broaden such inquiry
into a comparative analysis of various
Muslim countries.

Greatly Expanded Dialogue: Architecture
and Islam in today's world have grown so
far apart that practiticners and research-
ers in both areas more often than not en-
gage in polemics rather than dialogue. In
my view, architects need to struggle with
the problems that Islamic scholars are
occupied with, and vice versa. When Is-
lamic scholars, for example, are con-
cerned with the increasing trend towards
secularization, it behooves all of us to
participate and contribute towards future
solutions that affect the practice of Is-
lam. Similarly, when architects struggle
to find contemporary expressions of Is-
lam, it is the responsibility of Islamic
scholars to constructively engage in dia-
logue. Most importantly, the people, or
the civil population at large, should be
part and parcel of this dialogue. They live
with and within the built environment, A
dialogue among so called experts is
clearly not enough. It is only through
such dialogue that we can hope to arrive
at lasting solutions for the benefit of
mankind,

Standards for Acceptable Behavior.
Laws and judicial systems guide any so-
ciety towards what is acceptable from a
social point of view. Implicit or explicit
codes of behavior are an integral part of
Muslim societies. Here | am not referring
to superimposed rules by which civil pop-
ulations must live, without clear popular
acceptance. Rather, | am referring to the
consensus building process which, as a
result of broad and extensive dialogue,
leads to democratic acceptance of rules
and standards for architecture as a mat-
ter of course. In this regard, experience
in other societies indicates clear
progress in defining acceptable architec-
ture, starting with no rules whatsoever to
societal acceptance of specific rules and
procedures affecting the profession as a
whole, for the benefit of an improved built
environment.

Institionalization. Referring to Indonesia
only, the Indonesian Institute of
Architects is an association of profes-

Inter-Continental Hote! and

sionals that is concerned with the future
of architecture in Indonesia, and the
quality of the built environment. | person-
ally envision that in the future such asso-
ciation will undertake further steps to
safeguard the built environment. Such
steps may among others include estab-
lishment of self imposed and voluntary
rules of behavior and codes of conduct,
to assure and stengthen the relationship
between architecture and cultural heri-
tage. Clearly, associations like the Insti-
tute of Architects would function as a
key player to sponsor and direct re-
search in this regard, and to conduct the
dialogue | spoke of before. In short, | en-
vision that such institute, as a social
agent, will play an active role to care for,
nurture and promote an improved built
environment in Indonesia.

Recognition. Finally, and inspired by the

Aga Khan Award for Architecture, | envi-
sion that in each of our Muslim socisties
there is considerable scope for in-
creased recognition of excellence and
quality. That what, so courageously, has
been started by the Aga Khan Award for
all Muslim societies, lends iteself to repli-
cation on a country by country basis. In
this respect it is not unthinkable that the
Aga Khan Award for Architecture could
take the first steps towards assisting in-
dividual countries in developing practical
mechanisms, based on its own experi-
ence world wide.

My remarks today have touched on the
conceptually challenging relationship be-
tween architecture and Islam. In general,
| must conclude that there are no easy
answers towards improving the built envi-
ronment in our Muslim societies. We
must recognize that as nations we are
young, and that it will take considerable
time before the grammar of our culture,
that is architecture, will be fully consis-
tent and harmonious with the source of
our culture, which is Islam. However, one
thing is clear, the Aga Khan Award for
Architecture is an important catalyst in
this process. | am encouraged that we
are on the right track towards improving
the quality of the built environment, and |
would like to think that there is sufficient
scope to considerably accelerate this
process within all Muslim socieities..
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* Subject of the issue:
Architectural Heritage Pres-
ervation "The need for re-
covering Old Egyptian Tem-
ples"

By: Dr. Arch. Ahmed Anan, Head
of Arch. Dept., Faculty of Fine Arts
- Menia.

He summarizes the factors which
have lead to the deterioration of
Old Egyptian Temples, and recom-
mends that such temples should
be covered to structurally save
their elements and to give the ar-
chitectural expretion meant by an-
cient Egyptians.

* Projects of the issue:

- The Zoo of Riyadh - Saudi
Arabia

Arch. Abdallah Al-Baramawy

It covers an area of about 36 Fed-
dans. It follows a circular design
with circular passages and paths
to give the sense of infinity.

- Hurgada Marriot Hotel -
Hurgada, Egypt

Arch. ASA Consultants.

The site is divided into two sec-
tions by the corniche, and they
are connected by a Pedestrian
bridge.

In the eastern section lays the
main building, while in the northern
lays the time share units.

- Residential Block - Singa-
pore.

Arch. Tang Guan Bee.

It is an enlightened prototype for
tropical high- rise living.

- Pool house - Singapore
Arch. Bedmar & Shi

It is a sumptuous villa in Singapore
that marries tradition to Modern-
ism.

* Technical Article:
Towards Compatible Tech-
nology and Self-Help pro-
jects in Egypt

By: Dr. Eng. Khaled Nabil.
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bles which help us understand the place
of architecture and Islam at any point in
time. As so often is done, it is in my view
a gross over-simplification to place either
architecture or Islam on a one dimension-
al scale, such as the tradition-modarnity
continuum. There is not cne single di-
mension that can fully explain the widen-
ing schism between architecture and Is-
larn.

If our intention is to bring architecture
and Islam closar together, with the re-
sulting built environment as the clear
“beneficiary" , | must immediately con-
fess that there are no easy answers on
how this can be done. Neither being an
architect nor an Islamic scholar, it would
be pretentious for me to even suggest
that it would be easy. | am convinced
however that the Aga Khan Award for
Architecture is a major contribution to-
wards raising the collective awareness
that a closer relationship between archi-
tecture and Islam in our Muslim societies
is a must, if we want te improve our built
environment as a manifestation of values
we hold dear.

In addition, | think there are other things
that we can do in order to bring this
about. In the remainder of my remarks |
would like to share with you two ideas
which in my view are relevant in this re-
gard. Firstly, we need to come to a full
recognition that where there are similari-
ties in all our Muslim societies, there are
also significant differences among them,
all of which having a bearing on the re-
sulting built environment, Secondly, be-
yond intellectual discourse, | think that it
is time that we take positive action to
bring about a renaissance of thinking
that will benefit the built environment. If
there is anything we can learn from the
Aga Khan Award for Architecture, it is
the action, and associated activities,
which it has precipitated that will be its
lasting value.

Most predominantly Muslim countries are
also young nations, the majority having
come into being after World War |I--,
where key emphasis by necessity had to
be placed on nation building. In addition,
most of these nations have experienced
very rapid population growth, resulting in
the fact that on average these nations

have generally young populations. Fur-
thermore, two thirds of the entire popula-
tion of all Muslim societies lives in rural
areas, with a more than "proportionate”
share of what can be classified as poor
people.

Beyond such generalizations, however,
it is much more difficult to identify similar-
ities. In fact, | think there is much more
ground for an identification of differences
than for similarzies. The Muslim society
in a country such as Tunisia or Saudi
Arabia is quite different from the one in
Indonesia. More importantly, nation
building efforts in each of our nations
have taken quite different directions. In
this regard it is important to recognize
that although all of us adhere to Islam,
Islam does not speak of statehood and
much less about ideclogy, but Islam
speaks about mankind.

To clarify, Indonesia with the largest
Muslim populaticn of any Muslim country
is a religious country but not an Islamic
country. The gecgraphic and cultural di-
versity of our nation led our founding fa-
thers to formulate a state ideology char-
acterized by tolerance, and directed to
create unity in diversity. It is at this point
that | would like to quote President Soe-
harto when he opened the Aga Khan
Award Seminar on Expressions of Islam
in Buildings in 1990,

"islam peacefully came to and grew in our
country. | believe it is worthy to note that
the propagators of Islam have shown ex-
treme wisdom during the early periods.
They succeeded in infusing the spirit of
Islam into the cultural exprassions of the
local communities, thus avoiding culturaf
conflicts. This is svidenced by the tradi-
tions, arts, and built environment of our
(Indonesian) Muslim communities. And
this process continues today".

It is of special interest to note here that
as a result of this particular, non-
confrontational, approach the "local gen-
ius of Indonesia" has been awakened,
where Indonesian ethnic groups have ac-
tually “translated" Islam into their own lo-
cal cultures, and made it a parn of their
day-to-day life. This particular phenome-
non was proudly displayed during the 2nd
Istiglal Festival, held recently in Jakarta.
Also a variety of Islam art expressions,
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including architecture, paintings, songs,
handicraft, etc., from almost every eth-
nic group and province of Indonesia, pro-
vided proof of the vitality and accep-
tance of Islamic expression in the
pluralistic society of Indonesia.

In conclusion, identification of similari-
ties as well as dissimilarities is an impor-
tant precondition if we want to analyze
relationships between architecture and
Islam in an effort to better our built envi-
ronment. In my view, it does not make
sense to treat the deterioration of the
built environment as a single world-wide
problem. It has to be viewed within the
context of individual societies and na-
tions. For example, our Kampung im-
provement projects, for which Indone-
sian architects received several awards,
were in large part successful because
Indonesia had carefully created the pre-
conditions that led to their successful
execution.

So far | have pointed to the need to rec-
ognize precenditions in our efforts to
bring architecture and Islam closer to-
gether in an effort te improve the built en-
viranment. However, | would like to be-
lieve that we can do considerably more.
Using the momentum generated by the
Aga Khan Award for Architecture, we
need to mobilize our societies into action
to prevent further destruction, disinte-
gration and deterioration, and to actively
create a cultural legacy for future gener-
ations. Once again this is not easy. How-
ever | believe there are some common

~denominators in this respect.

Expanded Research. As | indicated earli-
er both architecture and Islam are sub-
ject to polarizing forces. It is imperative
for all of us to not only understand these
forces, but to trace their origin and their
historical development. This type of re-
search is by necessity of a multi-
disciplinary or inter-disciplinary nature,
involving net only architects and Islamic
scholars, but also representatives of
other sciences, including sociologists,
demographers, urban planners, etc. Fur-
thermore, and in view of what | said earli-
er, | am of the opinion that it is most fruit-
ful if we take preconditions into account.

Thus in Indonesia we should focus on
understanding the relationship between

Mughal Hotel, Agra. India
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ARCHITECTURE, THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT, AND ISLAM

By: Prof. Dr. Ing. Wardiman Djojonegoro
Minister of Education Culture, Republic of Indonesia
at the Presentation 01995 Aga Khan Award for Architecture

oday, after six three-year
E award cycles, with some 57

prizes awarded in the previous

five cycles, with numerous
seminars, meetings and other activities
throughout many countries, covering
most of the Muslim world, the focus is
once more on recognition of excellence
and quality in architecture rooted in, in-
spired by, and adhering to Islamic ideas
and thought. The relationship between
architecture and Islam in this respect is
the key. Quoting His Highness the Aga
Khan directly:

“The essence of the Aga Khan Award is
to premiate outstanding quality in all prin-
cipal aspects of the built environment for
Muslims. We seek to identify excellence
in landscaped spaces, restored build-
ings, social housing, high-tech construc-
tion, and others, all over the world. The
single binding theme is that the building
or spaces be essentially used for those
born into, or who have become a part of,
the faith of Istam".

In doing so, the Aga Khan Award for
Architecture is an intellectual endeavor
of the highest caliber to probe into three
closely related questions, as pointed out
by Prof. Mochammed Arkoun: (1) What is
the classical legacy of what is called Is-
lamic culture and civilization, and what is
its relevance for contemporary expres-
sions of Islam, including the built envi-
ronment; (2) What forces are at work in
today's Muslim societies that can explain
the deterioration, disintegration and de-
struction of the built envrionment and
other expressions of Islam?; and (3) How
can this process of deterioration, disinte-
gration and destruction be stopped, and
replaced by new and invigorating means
through which Islam as a religion, a cul-
ture and a civilization once again can
permeate all spheres of life, including the
built environment?.

Idon't think that these questions neces-
sarily call for the search of one, and only
one, model of Islamic architecture, to be

adopted within all Muslim societies. Nei-
ther do these questions imply in my view
that architects need to replicate the past
and recapture Islamic civilization as it
was known, for example, in the first
through the sixth century (seventh
through the twelfth century AD). Howev-
er, these questions do acknowledge the
widening schism between the practice of
architecture and the practice of Islam,
brought about, in large part, by increased
secularization in our Muslim societies.
Most importantly, these questions point
towards the need for a renaissance - in-
novative and imaginative thinking - that
will lead to a rebirth and reaffirmation of
values, allowing us, in all Muslim coun-
tries, to not only cope with today's chal-
lenges, such as our deteriorating built
environment, but also with progress and
change associated with the world of to-
morrow. In doing so, we should find sus-
tenance and direction in our basic Islam-
ic beliefs. In my view, the awards
presented today, and the Aga Khan
Award for Architecture, are a major stim-
ulus for this new way of thinking to come
to the surface.

Whether we like it or not, the built envi-
ronment as we find it in our societies is a
reflection on, and of, our culture. It is a
manifestation of the values we hold dear-
ly, but alse a manifestation of our failure
to reflect in our built environment the val-
ues that we say we hold dearly. In this re-
spect architecture is nothing more, and
nothing less, than the grammar of our
culture. As in the case of language,
grammar is that part that deals with forms
and structure of words (morphology),
with their customary arrangement in
phrases and sentences (syntax), and
their meanings (semantics). Architecture
has an enabling role when it deals with
the morphology, syntax and semantics
of our culture. Islam in our Muslim sociei-
ties, on the other hand, is the source of
our culture, in the sense that it provides
the meaning to the culture in Muslim soci-
eties. It is the basis for Islamic expres-

Résidence Andalous, Sousse, Tunisia

Haif Terminal, King Abdul Aziz
International Airport, Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia

Giza, Egypt

Ramses Wissa Wassef Arts Centre,

sions. But Islam neither gives such ex-
pressions its form, nor does it contribute
to the process of articulating its mean-
ing. This is the realm of architecture.

When we observe that our built environ-
ment is deteriorating, | think that what
we, in fact, are observing is that the
source of our culture, i.e. that what pro-
vides its meaning in the first place, has-
become disconnected from the tools we
use to articulate meaning, from the way
wa arrange forms and structures. In this
regard it is not uncommon to find our-
selves in debates about architecture and
architectural styles which in essence are
void of meaning, because we fail to rec-
ognize that architecture's essential rai-
son d'stre is to create a built environ-
ment for people and socieities, in accord
with our basic beliefs that govern our be-
havior toward people and within Muslim
socisties.

Going one step further, | think it is ne-
cessary to realize that both the realm of
architecture and Islam are subject to po-
larizing forces that tend to widen the
schism behind architecture and Islam,
and that leads us to believe that each
one is a different area in itself, while in
reality architecture and Islam are two
sides of the same coin, where one side
reflects the spirit of Islam and its inspira-
tion, and the other side " translates”, if
you will, this spirit and inspiraticn into
what we call the built environment.

Like a spider in a multi linear and multi di-
mensional web, architecture and Islam
are potentially drawn in many different di-
rections. There is constantly the tension
of form versus function, of modernity
versus tradition, of individualism versus
social consciousness, of conspicuous
consumption versus modest living, of
traditional values versus "new" values,
of change versus status quo, of simplici-
ty versus ornate, of secular versus relig-
ious, of functional versus ineffectual
beauty, and so on. There are in effect
many dimensions or explanatory varia-

Tanjong Jara Hotel and Rantau Abang
Visitors’ Centre, Kuala Trengganuy,
Malaysta

68 )] o i ———



live ie: how we eat, what the kitchen is,
how we need our living room and so on.
We do not have servants any more, s0
why do we need a kitchen, maybe we
only need an electric oven to heat our
frozen food or just a place to prepare the
food that we bought already from the
store. What do we do about children, who
takes care of them if the two parents
work, or if there is only one parent, why
do we need the house the way it is. | feel
the house is the most repressive mark of
Woestern Capitalism, so my idea was to
investigate the house and open it up so
we can look at other ways of living, and
the clients went along with this.

Z.G. Bob Stern mentioned that
your houses lack sense of space
and Charles Jenkins said it lacks
function. Can you comment on
this?

P.E. | don't hate function, | just believe
function is a changeable thing. What
function well in the 17th Century may not
function well in the 18, 19 or 20th Centu-
ry. To think that the functions of the 20th
Century will be with us in the 21st is also
ridiculous. | don't believe that function is
static, | think this is the way my buildings
function.

Z.G. You also have been nick-
named the shifted grid archi-
tect?

P.E. | do not shift grids anymore, you
will ses.

Z.G. Is there any significance to
the hanging columns and beams?
P.E. Yes, the significance of these
things is that we always think of columns
as being necessary te hold things up, but
columns also have a historical signifi-
cance. What | was trying to do is, when
you hang a column, it is clearly not hold-
ing anything up, | am trying to restore the
symbolic dimensicn of architectural ele-
ments. These are the reasons for these
kinds of gestures. Lets say that we do
not take the column for granted, like we
don't take a human being for granted, |
believe the same thing for the column,
the wall, and the door. We really have to
think again about these integers that are
with us.

Z.G. The Wexner visual art cen-
tre, | think it was one of the most
important buildings in your ca-
reer as an architect. Were you
taking a risk when you were de-
signing it, considering how dif-
ferent the concept was?

P.E. We were very conscious of that be-
cause we were up against Graves, Erick-
son and Mckenna, We tried to find out
where they would put their buildings, and
what kind of buildings they would make.
We had two buildings and the ellipse, we

knew that Graves was going to put his
building there, | didn't know if it would be
with a rotunda on top, but | knew he
would make a building that we could not
compete with, | did not worry about Erick-
son because he deoes not do good in
competitions. So what we did was to
create a site that no one would think of,
and that was a cut between the buildings.
Z.G. | have just seen your instal-
lation in the canadian centre of
architecture in Montreal, is there
a statement that you are trying
to make by your design?

P.E. Let me tell you, | believe that be-
cause we have become such a mediated
culture, the human body is losing contact
with architecture. We sit in front of the TV
set, in front of films, we sit in cars, buss-
es and trains, we do not walk. We experi-
ence the environment from sitting. What |
am trying to restore is the relationship
between the body, the mind and architec-
ture by making you bend down, lean over
to lock and have your body move in rela-
tion to the architecture. You feel com-
pressed by the architecture while the
walls are twisting and turning. So that is a
dislocation, a kind of vertigo. The body is
made to feel uncomfortable in the space.
This relationship between the body and
the wall was a real important thing. The
possibility of the surface could be a
frame, something you look thru or some-
thing you touch. | so there were many
things in relationship to the body, the mi
nd and to the wall and this is what we
were doing.

Z.G. | understand that there
maybe more installation coming?
P.E. Yes, we have some projects in
Germany coming. We have built two in
Tokyo, we have one in Cincinnati and
Chio.

Z.G. What do you think of the
concept of Post Modernism?

P.E. Post Modernism is like decon-
struction, a very strange term, means a
lot of things.

Z2.G. Would you consider decon-
struction one of the features of
Post Modernism?

P.E. | would consider deconstruction as
a broader post modernism, when | think
of post modernism | think small P small
M, not a style; not capital P capital M. |
am interested in the philosophical, politi-
cal and social ideas of post modernism,
the things that really come after the war
that talk about emerging nations, emer-
gent peoples, that talk about ideas of
culture, architecture and thoughts,

Z.G. Have you ever designed
anything with some historical
reference?

P.E. Never
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Z.G. Would you?

P.E. | should not say, | would not.
Clearly the project in Columbus, the Wex-
ner Centre, uses great towers and arch-
es as a historical reference to the old ar-
moury, that burnt down, so we did
reconstruct it. So | would say | do things
with arches and towers that has some
historic symbaolism.

Z.G. The Convention Centre in
Columbus, if you had a chance to
redo the exterior, what would you
do?

P.E. If you would ask me " would you
have done differently " | would have to
say " yes, but | do not know what " The
idea of a public building as a symbolic
structure in a city does not belong on a
street, because everybody enters from
the side, so how do you make the street
active, how do you make it symbolic?
You know the facades is 600 feet long
and 30 feet high, so it was a very difficult
problem. | do not know the answer, |
think one has to rethink the street for an
answer.

Z.G. How about
lours?

P.E. Those were not the colours we had
chosen. We had wonderful metallic co-
lours but the client wanted standard co-
lours, to avoid costly replacement. They
would not let us use special colours even
though the manufacturer was willing to
give us the colours at the same price, as
the regular colours.The interior is the
best,

Z.G. How difficult is it to main-
tain an architectural practice in
a competitive city like New York?
P.E. | think being an architect with a
practice, is very difficult for many rea-
sons, at least in the United States. | can
only speak from what | know. There is a
system now, as in the law or in medicine,
if you are a young doctor you have to
train in a Hospital , Then you join a group
of practising doctors and eventually
have your own patience.

If you are a lawyer, you join a firm and
then you work your way into having your
own practice. As with a dentist or psychi-
atrist or any licensed professional, but in
architecture there is no system, so it is
very difficult to become a practising ar-
chitect, | think the opportunities to do ar-
chitecture are enormous.

There are less restriction and more pos-
sibilities to do different things because
people are willing to take more risk. Cli-
ents are willing to give chances, so |
think in that sense, the world is more
open, but | think in terms of how difficult
it is to get to that point of being able to
obtain that opportunity, and to take a
risk.

it's pale co-
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When | returned | worked for Gropius ar-
chitects collaborative then | worked in
the office of Edgar Taffel, who had
worked for Frank Lloyed Wright. | real-
ised | did not want to work for anybody so
with the encouragement of my teacher at
Columbia | went to graduate school. |
won a scholarship to travel to Europe, so
| went to England. Before departing, |
had just completed a competition for the
Liverpool Cathedral and when | arrived |
was informed that | had finished 8th out
of 400 contestants. | completed my PHD
from Cambridge and | was asked to
teach, | started teaching quite by acci-
dent. When | returned | went to Prince-
ton, N.J. to teach and this is where | met
Michael Graves, we taught together at
Princeton for a short period of time. Later
on | came to New York city and did vari-
ous small house projects on my own until
Jack Robertson and | started a practice
together, which lasted seven years.

Z.G. How was it working with Ro-
bertson?

P.E. Usually in partnerships, one part-
ner takes care of the business and one
of the design. Jack and | were both de-
signers, so we each did our own projects.
It was not really a partnership in the real
sense, so after seven years | went on my
own and started Eisenman Architects.
Z.G. How do you feel about the

computer and its effect on archi- -

tecture?

P.E. | no longer believe architecture is
made by drawing. | really and truly be-
lieve that the computer has replaced the
hand and the computer can make things
that the hand can never imagine. | think
that for the new society, the really new
order in the world, we need a completely
different set of ideas about the city and
the organisation of space related to the
indigenous world, but clearly the elec-
tronic media is going to have an enor-
mous impact on how we are going to
make architecture and how we deal with

drawings.

Z.G. Do you think that the com-
puter takes away from creativi-
ty?

P.E. Not at all, it adds to creativity, |
think it actually increases my capacity.
We use the computer to initiate the de-
sign, then we build models, then we cor-
rect things with drawings. You have to
know how to draw as an architect; You
can not be an architect teday without
knowing classical architecture. That
means you have to study, you have to
read, and you have to learn how to draw.
You have to learn figure drawing, make
shades and shadows, then for more ad-
vanced conceptual things you get the
cemputer,

Z.G. Tell me about some of your
earlier projects?

P.E. The first project | built was in Ko-
rea, | designed an officers' club, and |
built it out of parts from a prefabricated
buildings (glass pieces and metal pan-
els). | had Korean labour to build the con-
crete walls, What was interesting was
when we finished the facility, the General
came to see it, and it just happen to be
the beginning of the Monsoon season,
With the wind and rainblowing, the glass
ceiling collapsed. This happened to be on
the day of the General's visit. It was
quite amazing. The second building | did
myself was a fraternity communal living
house at Cornell. When the prices came
in, they informed me that the cost was
twice the estimated value. | told them |
would not compromise the design and if
they did not want to accept that | would
leave for Europe, so | did.

Z.G. In your own words, how do
you define deconstructionism?
P.E. First of all | never use the term de-
constructive. Deconstructionism is dif-
ferent than deconstructivism, so is de-
construction. | believe what's interesting
is that deconstruction talks about the
possibility of the end of the western met-

Greater Columbus Convention Center; arial
view of roof, Columbus, Ohio, U.S.A., 1993

Wexner Center for the Visual Arts Ohio
State University, Columbus, Ohio,1989

aphysics as a dominant philosophic
mode for the development of thought for
the 20th century. What deconstruction is
saying is that we must examine what has
become the dominant condition, not just
the natural condition. So deconstruction
is saying we must question this domi-
nance. What it means is that architec-
ture has always been dominated by the
natural notion of the metaphysics of
presence, and what presence means is
that what exists is good and what we see
is what is available to us. So, my work,
following this thinking, is trying to over-
come the repressive notion of western
dominant tradition, and to let people re-
think architecture in other terms besides
presence and what that might mean. In
other terms, how can you think of space
without a bounding edge? how can you
think of space as self generating? as not
coming from a set of metaphysical princi-
ples, let say of delectable categories like
solid and void, inside and outside, right
side up and upside down, categories
which we assume to be natural, which
may or may not be really natural to
emerging nations.

Z.G. Your six houses, were they
experimental or commissioned?
P.E. They were all commissioned. When
people came to me | said | was interest-
ed in doing houses, but not in the tradi-
tional sense of the word. | said | am inter-
ested in experimenting with ideas about
living. You see, part of my whole work is
that | believe architecture is extemely
political, and that what we need to do to
Architecture is constantly subvert exist-
ing order. Architecture had the innate
need to change itself and that is how so-
ciety changes. The only way architec-
ture can change is not stylistically but
thru function, thru how we work, how we
play and how we live, therefore the
house is really one of the most important
pieces of the puzzle of how we live. |
want to investigate the nature of how we
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DIALOGUES
AND
INTERVIEWS
WITH MASTERS
OF
CONTEMPORARY

ARCHITECTURE
By: Zak Ghanim

Z.G. Did you always want to be
an Architect?

P.E. No. | was brought up in a very sub-
urban middle class Jewish family, in New
Jersey during the depression, in the mid
30's. | hardly ever went to New York City,
although | only lived 12 miles away. | had
never heard the words architect or archi-
tecture, even though | had college edu-
cated parents. Only by accident, did |
become aware of what the word architect
means. As a child and through high
school | liked to draw and make models,
but little boys did not take drawing, they
took auto mechanics, and girls took art,
there was a stigma attached to drawings,
so | was never allowed to do the things
that | really enjoyed, like drawing. | at-
tended Cornell University to study chem-
istry, because my father was a chemist
and did well at it. In the residence that |
stayed, the head of the dormitory just
happen to be an architecture student, |
saw him drawing and making models and
| asked him " can you do this in College "
he answered " of course” He was doing all
the things that | loved to do. | was doing
miserably in chemistry, so when | went
home during spring vacation, | told my
parents that | wanted to be an Architect.
My father said " This must be a trick you
only want to get out of being a chemist”.
When | returned to school, | went to see
the dean of architecture. He informed me
that | must pass all my present courses
first. | thought how will | do this since |
was doing poorly in chemistry. But the
thought of becoming an architect gave
me enormous encouragement to pass,
and | have never looked back. It really
was quite an amazing story.

Z.G. Before you starled your own
firm | wunderstand that you
worked with TAC, what was your
experience with that team?

P.E. First of all, after college | went to

the American military service, spent two
years in Korea during the Korean war,

Zak Ghanim with
Peter Eisenman

3.PETER EISENMAN

TIME : 3.00 P.M..

DATE :WEDNESDAY,JULY 27TH, 1994,
LOCATION: Conference room, Eisen-
man Architects' office.

Address: 40w 25th st., Newyork, N.Y. USA

BIOGRAPHY of PETER EISENMAN

Peter Eisenman is an architect and educa-
tor. In 1980), after many years of teach-
ing, writing and producing respected the-
oretical work, he established his
professional practice to focus exclusively
on building. He has designed a wide
range of prototypical projects including
large-scale housing and urban design pro-
jects, innovative facilities for educational
institutions as well as a series of inven-
tive private houses.

Among his built projects, the Wexner
Centre for the Arts and Fine Arts Library
at The Ohio State University in Colum-
bus, completed in 1989, met with inter-
national acclaim, and received a 1993 Na-
tional Honour Award from The American
Institute of Architects. Mr, Eisenman's
project for social housing at Check-point
Charlie and the Berlin Wall was hon-
oured by the West German Government
when featured on a postage stamp com-
memorating the 750th Anniversary of
the City of Berlin. He has built two of-
fice buildings in Tokyo, the Nunotain
Corporation building, which also re-
ceived a 1991 Honour Award from The
American Institute of Architects.

In March 1993, opening ceremonies were
held for the $65 million Convention
Centre in Columbus, Ohio, and con-
struction has begun on the $30 million
Aronoff Centre for Design and Art
(University of Cincinnati College of De-
sign, Architecture, Art and Planning) in
Cincinnati, Ohio. At present Mr. Eisen-
man is working on the $42 million Cen-
tre for the Arts at Emory University in
Atlanta; the master plan for Rebstock-
park in Frankfurt, Germany, the high
rise Max Reinhardt Haus in Berlin, Ger-
many,

Eisenman Architects has been able to
produce consistently interesting work be-

cause of its commitment to exploration
and investigation. Mr. Eisenman has
represented the United States as one of
two architects at the fifth international
exhibition of Architecture of the Venice
Biennale in 1991. He frequently contrib-
utes articles on his architectural theories
to magazines and journals around the
world. Mr. Eisenman was also the
founder and director of the Institute for
Architecture and Urban Studies, an inter-
national think-tank for architectural criti-
cism. He has been the recipient of many
awards including a Guggenheim Fellow-
ship, the Brunner Award of the American
Academy of Arts and Letters, His aca-
demic involvement has included teaching
at The University of Cambridge, Prince-
ton University, Yale University and Har-
vard University. Currently, he is the
Louis Sullivan Professor of Architecture
at the University of Illinois, Chicago,
the first Irwin S. Chanin Distinguished
Professor of Architecture at The Cooper
Union in New York City and a distin-
guished Professor of Architecture at The
Ohio State University.

Mr. Eisenman is the author of several
books, including House X (Russell),
Moving Arrows, Eros and other Errors
(The Architectural Association), Houses
of Cards (Oxford University Press) and
The Wexner Centre for the Visual Arts
(Rizzoli). In addition, he was the Editor
of "Oppositions Journal " and " Opposi-
tions Books ".

Mr. Eisenman received a Bachelor of Ar-
chitecture Degree from Cornell Universi-
ty, a Master of Architecture Degree from
Columbia University, M.A. and Ph. D.
degrees from the University of Cam-
bridge, and an honorary Doctor of Fine
Arts Degree from the University of Illi-
nois, Chicago.
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EDITORIAL| yrgAN PLANNING OR SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT

DR. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

"The Death of Urban Planning ", is an essay lately published in the United Nations
Center for Human Settlements (Habitat) Press Release, in preparation for Istanbul
1996 Cities Summit the author, an expert in this field, confirms that the traditional
curriculum for preparing urban plans is no more applicable. The signs of death were
apparent in the previous trials of a number of urban plans based on data collected in
a specific time and were expacted to be valid for a long period, They have drawn rig-
id pictures for the residential complex without considering the predicted and unpre-
dicted changes.

Communities and subsequently settlements are affected by the international tech-
nological changes followed by economic, then social changes, which affect the
organic nature of the city. The city is not only streets and buildings as believed by
traditional planners; it is an integrated social, economic and urban fabric. Hence,
the urban feature of the city is nothing but a result of social and economic interac-
tions all reflected on the urban plan (map). Experts all over the world, as well as
planning schools and research institutes, have confirmed that specifying land
uses is no more effective in regulating the city's life as an organic and not only an
urban entity.

In the 1994-UNCHS Seminar, held in Nairobi, the World experts confirmed that the
traditional way of urban planning, which evolved in the fifties, is no more able to di-
rect the cities future. Therefore we should firstly stress on sustainable develop-
ment management as a scientific and practical substitute for urban planning.

A large number of Universities and Institutes all over the world have already start-
ed to apply this approach which principally depends on development management.
This includes utilities and land use management as a continuous process. |t is a
process that has its driving mechanisms for the follow up and evaluation of the de-
velopment process integrated socially and economically, then physically.
Therefore many universities have adjusted their educational curriculum to cope
with this practical and intellectual development. New subjects have been added,
e.g. development management, cities economics local management systems, data
collection, decision making, pre-investment studies, city physiology, urban and ru-
ral communities development and other subjects aiming at building the comprehen-
sive planning thought that includes different integrated specializations working
through an integrated system in accelerating, following and evaluating the devel-
opment process.

This can be achieved through bodies with departments for data, others for policies,
plans and a third for sector. They are central bodies working on the national, re-
gional and local levels within a functional administrative organization in which data
moves upward and instructions move downward and vice versa.

Theretore sustainable development management is no more considered as an edu-
cational course in one of the specialized faculties. However, it should be taught in
special institutes for post graduate students.

Ironically, students in some planning departments in Arab Universities study na-
tional economy and prepare regional plans, knowing nothing about developing ur-
ban areas in old or new cities on positive socio-ecenomic basis, the fact which re-
flacts the weakness of such departments. Meanwhile the educational process is
rapidly developing in foreign universities, continously, coping with the fast social,
aconomic and technical changes. There is no rigid forms in educational curricula .
Thus, the educational process is subject to practical and intellectual develop-
ments for providing qualified cadres capable to produce within the managerial ad-
ministrative framework of sustainable development mechanism.

Therefore, the developed theoretical aspects integrate with the developed applied
ones. Thus the educational and executive bodies interact within an integrated array
and the educational process drives forward its qualified graduates easily into the
executive bodies. The graduates easily realise their role within the sustainable de-
velopment mechanism without imaginative barriers between theory and applica-
tion.
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