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CPAS NELWS

*In the honoring ceremony held by
the Holy Capital Trust on the occa-
sion of the Pilgrimage success of
the year 1415, his highness Custo-
dian Omar Kady has awarded the
Holy Mecca shield to Dr. Abdelbaki
Ibrahim, CPAS president for his as-
sociation in the urban development
of the Holy Capital.

*Upon an invitation from Mecca
Building Constructing Company, Dr.
Abdelbaki visited Mecca to partici-
pate in the study for the planning
and development project of Gabal
Omar Area facing the Holy Mosque.

* Eng. Ossama Amer, supervision
head, has headed to the Republic of
Yemen to follow up the execution of
the Faculties of Education in Sanaa,
Hoddaida and Taiz designed by
CPAS and financed by the World
Bank.

* The architectural department pre-
sented the final working drawings for
the Grand Conference Hall at Sanaa
University. The hall occupies about
2500 persons together with all the
related facilities.

* The training unit is now preparing
for a course on Egyptian Architec-
ture, to the benefit of a Swiss Insti-
tute (ETH) at Zurich. The course in-
cludes lectures on contemporary
Islamic Architecture together with a
demonstration for the renewal pro-
ject of El-Gourna Village. The group
will visit the monuments of Luxor
and Aswan.

* CPAS is now preparing for the Ar-
chitectural Film Festival due to con-
vene in October 1995. The Festival
will present films from all over the
world together with the different ar-
chitectural schools.
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Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, British Columbia, 1965.

also informed us that we would be one of
the competitors. There was an objection
from some of the different ambassadors
because obviously we knew more about
the project than everyone else, so they
gave us a handicap by letting everyone
slse have six months more than us.Then
there were even more objections and
they finally said that we could not com-
pete, however they would hire us as per-
sonal consultants to supervise the de-
sign and the construction of the whole
building. So at that time we set up an of-
fice and that lasted three or four years.
Also the Vancouver office got involved
with some projects in Kuwait through the
same Irishman, who was still there. We
became quite friendly and that is when
we teamed up with an architect and a his-
torian from Connecticut to win a competi-
tion in Iraq.

Z.G. What is the toughest project that
gave you the hardest time?

A.E. | guess California Plaza, back in
1980. It was a competition.

Z.G. What do you think of the future of
architecture in Canada?

A.E. | don't know I'm concerned about
the computer, | think the problem is the
public is becoming less educated.

Z2.G. What is the Froject that you haven't
done but you would love to do”

A.E. An airport, | spend so much time in
them and they're all wrong.

Z.G. What is your philosophy?

A.E. As | mentioned earlier | think your
success is based on the conception on
what really matters today how whatever
you are doing has a different meaning
than before. Too often what architects do
is put on a pretty dress they don't take
the proper measurements, they don't un-
derstand. The building is the marriage be-
tween what is outside and what is inside.

Z.G. Do gou see a future for the young
students?

A.E. | think there are some very talented
people out there.

Z.G. Is there a building that you have
completed, that you wish you could have
done differently ?

A.E. Oh, I'm sure there are some?

Z.G. Your museum of anthropology at
the university of British Columbia, in Van-
couver, was selected recently for one of
the sets in the movie " Intersection".
Were there any other movies that used
some of your4 buildings?

A.E. Oh, yes, quite a few. Not so much
the homes. The court houses in Van-
couver have been in three or four, the
San Diego Convention Centre was in the
last Sylvester Stallone's movie, and the
California Plaza was in Rising Sun, so |
think | may be a better set designer than
an architect.

Canadian Chancery, Washington - Arch. Arthur Erickson 1989.
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SYNOPSIS

* Subject of the issue:

" Plastic Arts within the
Urban Structure"

Case study on the city of Cairo.
By: Dr. Arch. Monier El-Semary
The subject focusses on the
importance of Art works within
the Urban Structure of the city
and their postitive effects on
the inhabitants.

* Projects of the issue:

- Sofitel Le Sphinx Hotel,
Giza. Arch. Mohamed Saleh
Hamdi.

A five star hotel includes 277
twins, 43 double rooms with
balcony, 2 suits and 4 duplex
apartments. It also includes a
300 seat coffee shop, 3 spe-
cialities food corner (100
seats), a pool snack-bar and
barbecue, a coctail lounge bar
and discotheque.

As for recreation facilities, it in-
cludes of a 300m2 swimming
pool with separate children
pool, a fitness centre and
sports facilities which includes
tennis, golf and horse back rid-

ing.

- A commercial residential
complex in Nasr City, Cai-
ro. Arch., Hussein Shafik.

The complex is located in Nasr
City on a rectangular plot 220 X
46m.

It consists of a large 2-storey
commercial centre on area of
18000m2 underneath six 9-
storey residential towers.The
shopping centre enclosed 218
shops, with different areas,
grouped around three large

atriums.

* Building Technology:
Modern coatings and
paints

By. eng. Hussein Gomaa.,




| think I'm still very much a modernist, |
believe that one should derive concepts
from the program and culture but not so
much from history. | think what is hap-
penin%_today is the Disney-fication of
everything. You know, | had a long talk
with Prince Charles, before he came up
with all his attitude about architecture,
and | tried to give him some bocks on ar-
chitecture, but | don't think anyone
writes well about architecture. You have
to see it. Prince Charles then reverted to
his regency but he can't help it. He
doesn't understand although he should,
he is a very intelligent and remarkable
person. | think he would listen if the right
pecple got to him.

Z.G. But isn't the rotunda in the Canadi-
an Embassy in Washington, DC, a sort of
historical allusion ?

A.E. Yes, and | 'll tell you the important
thing is that Washington has a very defi-
nite context, and what | was trying to
avoid was to use anything that was really
classical. In other words, not use Corin-
thian or lonic columns or something like
that. | was trying to use columns but with
a twist.

Z.G. In that rotunda, the supposedly-
supporting columns are hollow, decora-
tive and non-structural. Also there is a
missing column, Why?

A.E. The missing one is because | didn't
want a complete rotunda, and the huge
columns that support nothing were a
symbol, that gave scale. So | had fun
with that building because it was the first
time | worked with the ideas of classical
organism, by changing the scale of the
building, by using a device such as a col-
umn in miniature, grand and heroic, you
can adjust the impact.

Z.G. Talking about impact... Back in
1981, you were personally hand-picked
to design that embassy by your friend-
then in power - prime minster pierre tru-
deau, althought it was announced as a
nation-wide competition. Many architects
across Canada waste a great deal of time
and money preparing their proposals,
was that fair?

A.E. How about selecting Moshe Safdie
for the National At Gallery in Ottawa,
and Douglas Cardinal for the Canadian
Museum of Civilisation in Hull? Is not that
the same?

Z.G. | would like to ask you about the
work of some influential Canadian archi-
tects. Let us start with safdie's Habitat in
Montreal.

A.E. | think it was brilliant for its time. It
was not necessarily practical.

Z.G. Safdi's new library in your home-
town of Vancouver ?

A.E. No comment
Z.G. How about Mississauga city hall?
A.E. Well, | think its real aspects are in-

teresting such as the shrinking stairway,
there are a lot of things in architecture
now that have to do with dreams and
nightmares...

Z.G. The new Paris Opera house?

A.E. You know, Il tell you, there are
some things inside that building that are
not that bad.

Z.G. I'm talking about the building as a
whole.

A.E. | don't thing it works on that
square.

Z.G. You have built major compstition
winning projects in the USA, including the
San Diego's Convention Centre and the
California Plaza. How do you assess the
Canadian clients as opposead to their
American counterparis?

A.E. | don't know, but I'll tell you, the
government in Canada is much more
open. It is much more prescriptive. They
are trying to hold this country together.

Z.G. Were you ever approached by Dis-
ney corporation to do any projects?

A.E. No, and | wouldn't do it either, espe-
cially after what | said about them earlier.

Z.G. | would like to ask you a personal
question, if | may. The bankruptcy of
your offices, was there a reason for the
widely-publicized reports.

A.E. I'm sad because, unfortunately, it
was not reported correctly. | would have
liked to take legal action, but | do not
have the money.

Z.G. So what happened?

A.E. The fact is that it was the beginning
of the recession, and we were never able
to get ahead without having big enough

rojects to really sustain a big office.

hen all the middle east projects went,
that affected the Toronto office. After
moving this office to Los Angeles, the
same thing began to happen. It was an
unnatural crisis. | then went to talk to a
couple of offices that were interasted in
associating with us, and could have
Bullad us out. One of them was Leo

avy. We had onlﬁ enou&;h to carry on for
about three months, and he really prom-
ised that everything was geing te be fine.
Then he phoned me, and said that he
had a feeling about what was going to
happen in the States, and that ﬁe must
withdraw all kis energy and people, be-
cause he suspaected a very serious re-
ces"sion. So that was the writing on the
wall,

Z.G. So, have you re-established your
office.

A.E. Not exactly. What I'am doing now
is assomatmg with different offices. The
Vancouver office never really closed.

Z.G. What is on the drafting board these
days?

A.E. We have done a couple of competi-

tions in Taiwan and Malaysia, just re-
cently. Paul Rudolph is doing some inter-
esting work in there. | hava not seen his
last one. We also have some work:in
Saudi Arabia and Simon Fraser Universi-
ty, here in Vancouver.

Z.G. You are known for your poetic fu-
sion between buildings and landscaping,
where did that motivation come from?

A.E. | have always fslt that you must
have a site to create a place. I've always
used terrain and water. Water reflects
the sky and that is important in grey
weather. | have been criticized, as to
wh?{ther, | am designing a building or a
park.

Z.G. Did your early fascination with
painting have an impact on your career?

A.E. When | was young, | wanted to be a
painter but then my father said "Look,
WUI” never make a living in painting “.

hen | was 16 | asked him if there is a
place where | could be trained as an ar-
chitect, he suggested that | go to M.L.T.
and finish a course in engineering, not
realising at the time that engineering
could be such an art.

Z.G. What inspired you as a yocung ar-
chitect.

A.E. Frank Lloyd Wright. Alsc my early
trip to Egypt was very inspiring.

Z.G You have done a great deal of work
in the middle east. How ware you intro-
duced to this distant market?

A.E. Oh, | have always been interested
in the history of different parts in the Mid-
dle East, and | think my first experience

oes back to 1965. | went to Saudi Ara-

ia to meet a certain prince, at a hotel
called the Red Sea Palace, and to my
surprise | found out that he was the
wrong prince. Meanwhile, | came across
an Irish man who was a consultant of the
Planning department in Kuwait. He said
Look we are doing a new University, and
| think Simon Fraser is a unique Universi-
gv", and asked me to bid on their project.

o we went to Kuwait and spent about a
week on the proposal working for this
Irish man, but the project was given to a
Spanish architect because Spain was
the only Western country that stood by
the Arabs during their war with Israel,so
it was for political reasons. In regard to
Saudi Arabia, one of the earliest was the
Air Force Academy. We also did a hum-
ber of housing projects in Medina. We
didn't have an office there until about
1973, and that was really the initative of
my offica in Vancouver. At that time, the
Saudi Ministry of External Affairs ap-
proached us to help them with a building
design issues and as a result we created
a planningJ)rogram for them. The Mini-
stry, then decided that they weras diplo-
matically obligated to have an interna-
tional competition, for the building that
we had been asked to work on, and that
is something we did not forsea. They



ARTHUR ERICKSON

Zak Ghaniem with Arthur Erickson .

Z.G. You participated in two Major U.S.
competitions, and lost both the Portland
building and the Columbus Wexner Cen-
tre, what do you think of the winning pro-
jects?

A.E. First, Graves' building in Fortland
does not work functicnally.

Z.G. So why do think it won?

A.E. Philip Johnson served as the archi-
tectural consultant to the competition
commitiee, and he just wanted some-
thing different. As for Eisenman's Wex-
ner Centre, | have not seen, and | do not
understand this business of referring to
something that is not within your senses
such as the orientation. You cannot see
these things unless you fly over it.

Z.G. In your monograph you mentioned
that you were invited by Frank Lloyd
Wright to work at his atelier. Can you
briet me about your encounter with that
giant?

A.E. Well, | had always bean an admirer
of his. | had an opportunity to go to Telie-
sen East, in Wisconsin and that is when |
met him. At that time he was known as
being arrogant, so | was very apprehen-
sive about seeing him, however, | found
him to be absolutely delightfu! - he coun-
tered all the myths.

Z.G. You didn't actually work for him,
just met him.

A.E. And then | was glad | didn't be-
cause he was a tyrant.

Z.G. You have always been (among a
few others including Pei and Meires) loyal
to your own - almost artochodox - vocabu-
lary of modernistic architecture, and that
is what distinguished you from so many
eclectic architects. Now my question is,
where you ever attempted to play a bit
with something like deconstructionism ?

A.E. No, ses, deconstructionism is sud-
denly becoming a legitimate style. It is
very much a way of composing, because
deconstructed buildings have a very thin
frame and | don't know how they stay.

Z.G. How about post-modernism?
A.E. | think it's absolutely phenomena!

TIME : 4.00 P.M.

DATE:Thursday, September 22nd,1994.
LOCATION: Cafe Suisse, Sheraton
Hotel, Toronto International Airport,
Audio-Video taped.

BIOGRAPHY OF ARTHUR ERICKSON

Arthur Charles Erickson was
born in Vancouver in 1924, He
studied at the University of British
Columbia from 1942 to 1943.
During World War II he learned
to speak Japanese and was posted
to India as a translator. He gradu-
ated from McGill University,
School of Architecture in 1950,
receiving the Lieutenant-
Governor's Bronze Medal and the
Hugh McLennan Travelling
Scholarship. He travelled exten-
sively in the Middle East, Europe
and Scandinavia.

He returned to Vancouver in
1953, and opened a practice.

In 1961 he received a Canada
Council Fellowship for architectu-
ral research in the Orient and
travelled throughout Japan, Cam-
bodia and Indonesia.

In 1963, he opened a practice with
Geoffrey Massey, and they jointly
won first prize in the competition
for Simon Fraser University. He
opened offices in Toronto in 1968,
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait in the
1970's and Los Angeles in 1981.
The partnership with Massey split
up in 1972. In 1986, he became
the only Canadian Architect to be
awarded the American Institute of
Architects gold medal award for
lifetime achievement. Some of Mr.
Erickson's works include Trump
Tower in New York, the Saudi
Arabian Embassy in Ottawa, the
California Plaza in Los Angeles,
Harbour front, Queens Quay, To-
ronto, and Canada Place Devel-

opment in Edmonton, Most of
these projects were completed be-
tween 1981 to 1983 with the ex-
ception of the California Plaza
which was completed in 1991.
Mr. Erickson was awarded the
Grande Medaille d'Or, Academie
d'Architecture de France in 1984,
and in conjunction with Philip
Johnson and John Burgee he was
awarded the Chicago
Architectural Award in the same
year. In 1983 he received the
Governor General's Medal for the
Museum of Anthropology, Van-
couver, and in 1982, for the
Yorkdale Rapid Transit Station in
Toronto and the Robson Square
and Law Courts Complex in Van-
couver.
Due to the loss of key commissions
and the general downturn of the
economy, Arthur Erickson closed
his Toronto office in 1989. Under
similar circumstances, and in spite
of attempts to reorganize, his Los
Angeles office closed under Chap-
ter 7 in 1991.

In late 1991, he reorganized his
Vancouver practice transferring
his design staff to Aitken Wregles-
worth Architects and Nick Milko-
vitch Architects. Declaring per-
sonal bankruptcy he re-
established his practice under a
design consulting firm Arthur
Erickson Architectural Corpora-
tion. He is at present doing pro-
jects worldwide with the above
firms and with Gruen Associates
in Los Angeles.




ticipated a certain look, but to my sur-
prise, there were no hanging beams
or tilted grids, it was an office like any
architect's office. Being the avid
baseball fan that he is, near the con-
clusion of our interview he excused
himself to wish his team the best
against another architectural firm that
they were playing that afternoon in
Central Park.

If you enjoy the blending of nature
within Japanese architecture, you will
be inspired by Ray Moriyama's re-
sponses. His struggle during child-
hood and his knowledge at the age
of four that he wanted to be an archi-
tect will be brought to light.

My meeting with Arthur Erickson
took on a new flavour as we proceed-
ed to discuss architecture in The
Cafe of The Sheraton Hotel at the
Toronto International Airport. Mr.
Erickson was on his way to deliver a
lecture in Albany, New York. The
Cafe manager provided us with an
exclusive corner to allow some space
for the video camera and lighting
stands, in addition to some curious
patrons.

In 1979, Erickson was described by
Philip Johnson as " The greatest ar-
chitect in Canada, and may be the
greatest on this continent. " Erickson
is a true Canadian Icon. As the mid-
20th Century brought around many
changes, our way of thinking was
also altered. The cities on this conti-
nent were very difficult to distinguish
one from the other. They all had cur-
tain-wall office buildings; apartments
and schools were all identical and all
without scale. However, we were to
be saved by the work of Arthur Erick-
son, whose talents set him apart from
his contemporaries. His work had a
poetic cogitation that would bring
recognition to Canada. He would
draw on the inspiration of architects
like Frank Lloyd Wright.

Erickson was the recipient of 1986
Gold Medal of the American Institute
of Architects. He was cited by the In-
stitute as a "global architect, passion-
ate advocate of cultural awareness,

and fervent explorer of human and
natural environments, whose build-
ings, though remarkably diverse,
share deep respect for context, in-
comparable freshness and grace,
and dramatic use of space and light “.
Egyptian-born architect Boris Zera-
fa has developed a style in Canada,
much which can be seen along the
Toronto Skyline. He has produced
some of the best-known skyscraper
in cities around the world. When
asked for a copy of his brochure he
simply said " look from my window to
see our live brochure." The city holds
many of Zerafa's buildings, including
the CN Tower, Scotia Tower and the
Royal Bank Plaza.

Soft-spoken and aloof, Eb Zeidler
maintains an office in the heart of To-
ronto' s fashionable and colourful
Hippies strip. Zeidler has been a
mentor for both his philosophy and
internationally-acclaimed architec-
ture. His distinguished masterpieces
have been analyzed and copied
many times over, especially his ex-
tremely successful " tourist Mecca "
Eaton's Centre, and the ever-
popular, elegantly dynamic Ontario
Place, both in Toronto.

James Wines is the only sculptor
of the group of architects that | inter-
viewed. Under his direction S.I.T.E.
has injected some striking architectu-
ral wonders. Nature must harmonize
with the building - that is how James
Wines approaches architecture. His
work has been controversial, to say
the least, and a prospect for the fu-
ture.

Carlos Ott, architect of The New
Paris Opera, is very hard to get hold
of; he rarely stays in Toronto due to
his international engagements. | tried
several times to reach him, | was an-
swered by his "bilingual" message on
his machine, until | happened to spot
him having a late lunch next to me at
the Patio of " Aqua Cafe" in Toronto.
It was a muggy cloudy day when we
met in Ott's house/office in an up-
town trendy community north of To-
ronto. The street was packed with

movie trucks that were using his
house as a set for an upcoming fea-
ture film, so the interview took place
in the backyard garden. Luckily, it
started to drizzle only after we had
concluded our meeting. The house
is a recently-built three-storey mod-
em steel and glass cube (definitely, a
non-Toronto vernacular) was con-
structed despite a loud opposition
from his neighbours.

The interviews conducted in the
United States were all in Manhattan,
New York, since most of the archi-
tects have offices within a few-blocks
from each other, with the exception
of Michael Graves. | was amazed at
the amount of electronic security and
registration required prior to getting
into the card-run elevators (typical of
New York) to reach their offices.

As for the Canadian architects, our
meetings took place in their offices
or homes in my very peaceful home
city of Totonto. Three out of five Ca-
nadian architects that | interviewed
were not born in Canada, showing
the diversity of ethnicity within Cana-
dian culture and the contribution of
new-comers.

All these architects have tried to
maintain a high level of excellent de-
sign in this century. Can they relate
to the requirements of society and is-
sues of the future ? We have the ar-
chitects' own words describing their
work, analyzing or criticizing their
peers, chatting comfortably about
their lives and their predictions of
what they feel is in store for upcom-
ing generations.

These interviews give us the
sense of professional pride
that is upheld by the commit-
ment to innovation, cultural
betterment and the preserva-
tion of nature. There is an en-
ergy that eminates from all
these architects that is based
on their desire to evolve to a
level of achievement that can
only be developed through in-
tellect, understanding and
love of work.

sl olle I



A SUMMER TO REMEMBER

DIALOGUES AND INTERVIEWS
WITH MASTERS OF CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTURE

INTRODUCTION

| have always been fascinated with
the work of the masters of architec-
ture since my early undergraduate
years, | have tried to understand how
they evolved their ideas and opin-
ions, where they drew all that creativi-
ty from and how any ambitious de-
signer can be a part of that process.
Frank Lloyd Wright, Le Corbusier
and Meis Van der Rohe had all made
their marks in the early 20th Century,
but now it is time for their disciples to
come forth and develop their own
styles. It is time for a new generation
to evolve to a different plateau. Our
needs have changed and our under-
standing of nature has been rede-
fined. As our lifestyle changed so did
our values both artistically and social-
ly. This change engineered a vigor-
ous controversy among professional
architects and the public; a public
that had become more aware that art
and architecture walk hand in hand.

| chose this point in my career to in-
terview the mentors of contempo-
rary archichitecture as we know them
today: Michael Graves, Peter Eisen-
man, Bob Stern, Philip Johnson,
Paul Rudolph and James Wines of
S.I.T.E, all from the United States,
and all have had an enormous impact
on architecture around the world.
The Canadian architects Arthur Erick-
son, Ray Moriyama, Eb Zeidler and
Boris Zerafa have achieved recogni-
tion in our architectural community
and rank as dominant architects
worldwide. '

As we come to the dawn of a new
century, | wanted to present the
words of these leaders to our read-
ers so that we can understand where
the future of architecture is going. It

has become more evident that the
general public has become more
concerned and intrigued with the
role of architects. | feel that commit-
ting their words to paper, will help the
public gain an insight into their crea-
tivity and understand the discipline
and aspiration that it takes to become
a pioneer in a specific domain.

While | was interviewing Paul Ru-
dolf in his office/residence, which is
made up of 12 levels within 3 stories
over looking the East River, on
Beechkman Place where he has re-
sided since 1962, | tried to discover
the unique world of Paul Rudolf,
whose polemic modernistic outlook
on architecture has exiled him from
the architectural community. His use
of concrete has been a point of con-
tention for many years and to this
date still raises an eyebrow when
mentioned. Through his words, | en-
deavour to understand his philoso-
phy on architecture, to decide, was
he sent into exile by his peers or is
he in exile by his own choice?

Bob Stern, a man who has brought
architecture to the forefront of the
public eye through his television
presentation " Pride of Place, " will
delight you with his clear understand-
ing of his work. At the end of our in-
terview Bob presented me with his
latest monograph and quite readily
wrote * to Zéak Ghanim who seems to
know more about me than | can re-
member. " His global accomplish-
ments are many, both as an architect
and a theoretician.

The glass house is an achievement
that will be with us into the 21st Cen-
tury. Philip Johnson's work is a
symbol of what could be in store for

BY: ZAK GHANIM, ARCHITECT/PLANNER
OAA, RAIC, A. AIA, EES, ABO, TSA

our future. This maverick has in-
spired many ambitious architects and
was an unquestionable influence on
Modern Architecture. As one of the
collaborators of the " International
Style “ he brought architecture to the
layman with dignity and a little effort,
and set forth architectural principles
that affected generations. His philos-
ophy on education will certainly make
you wonder. The peices of furniture
in his office were originals of Ventu-
ri's seats and Frank Ghery's coiled
wood chairs.

Michael Graves, is the one man
that has defined Post-Modernism in
unique terms with his avantgarde
style. He has strong convictions and
secure principles and he captivated
me with his honesty. His office is lo-
cated on a quiet street in Princeton
where all his office staff comes to
work in a very informal manner. The
two " live" dogs that sat in the front
office seemed to feel totally at home
as they greeted all new comers.
Deconstructionism. A new term? Not
really, Discover how it came into the
vocabulary of Peter Eisenman, "
L'enfant terrible " of New York, the
philosopher, academician and edu-
cator, and how it changed his career.
Eisenman has pioneered a new way
of thinking. Early in his career he stat-
ed that the shallowness of current ar-
chitectural discourse drove him to an
examination of other disciplines in
search of a more rigorous critical
framework . | believe that he found
what he was looking for. He is a true
believer that architecture is not a
pretty drawing or something to look
at, but something to be experi-
enced.

As | entered Eisenman's office | an-
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EDITORIAL | A RECORDED TAPE - SIDE TWO

DNR. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

On side two spoke Mies Yan der Rohe from his office in Chicago with a Danish dia-
lect. He had been impressed by ihe simiple old buildings since he was twenty. Ini his
opinion, those buildings possess unchangeable values through the hundreds of
years. He spoke about his early possess days in Holland and his work with famous
architects who dealt with natural facing blocks. He was also influenced by Frank
Lloyd Wright's architecture and his way of putting the building within nature as he
called for new architectural details and for the architectural design to be a form ot
a general idea. And so architecture tells about a specific period of time. He added
that he searched for new thought under the impact of science and modern technolo-
gy. He searched for clear thought not what pleases people in forms. He wanted to
be good in his work not dazzeling.

Then the italian Pier Luigi Nervi spoke about the beauly originaisd from the new
structural expression. He believed in team work, as he saw that the architect has
his own imaginations, while the civil engineer has a structural view to make the exe-
cution of the building possible; Nervi was a civil engineer.

Then from his office in New York in California spoke Richaid Neutra about the socie-
ty and about man's philesophy and manners and their influence on the biological
formation of Housing.

Finally, came the turn of Oscar Niemeyer, and he spoke about Brasilia - the biggest
of his projects, as he made the structural and economic calculations aiming at pro-
ducing new and beautiful architecture and giving solutions for the public and not
only for the elite who can afford luxurious buildings.

Then from Rotterdam spoke J.J.P.Oud who loved architeciure because he adored
plastic arts. He was searching for clear and direct architecture inspiring his philoso-
phy from nature with its different pure colours. He looked for what was needed from
the building not what pleases people. Then Pei spoke from his office in New York
looking forward to the future of architecture in the light of science and technology .
He did not aim at changing the form. He focussed on the importance of urban plan-
ning and the future of the cities and integrated projects within the framework of ur-
ban design as he believed of its importance in the future.

Then spoke the Finish architect Saarinen from his oftice in Michigan about the
three famous architects Frank Lloyd Wright, Le Corbusier and Mies Van Der Rohe,
and their influence on Contemporary Architecture. He spoke about Le Corbusier's
concern for the shape, and Wright's creativity in spatial design and ir connecting
architecture to nature . He said that some tried to imitate Wright, however, his in-
fluence should not be through shape but through his philosophy, and that we will re-
alize Wright in the future as he is considered the most significant architect in the
20th century . He said about Le Corbusier that he gave architecture its contempo-
rary shape within its proper function; he was an artist and painter and is considered
" Leonarde Da Vinci " of his time. Then he spoke about the Housing Complex in Mar-
seille and its strong architectural impact, for thirty years, on a large number of ar-
chitects as they have learned frem it that there is a solution for each problem and
that architecture is a way of thinking and not jiist a shape. Then he spoke about
Mies and his strong clear structural creativity so , he expressed his impress by his
design for the Great Hall at M.I.T. specially the structural style, and not the shape.
Then Josep Lluis Sert of a Spanish origin spoke from his office in Cambridge and
Kenzo Tange, the Japanese architect.

And at last, spoke Frank Lloyd Wright from his office in Taliesin about his sariy life
his childhood from the age of six to the age of nine, when he used to go to church
with his mother,.Since then, he had been fond of architecture. He was also fond of
flowers and indian carpets. His father was a musician, and he had been raised on
his special ciassics. So nature and music had their influence on his life and his enti-
ty He came from a poor family. At the age of seventeen he went to a school in Chi-
cago to learn engineering not architecture and he worked there tc earn his living. He
was then nominated to work with Sullivan where his talent started te show in spa-
tial formations around the centre of the house, the chimney and his ability in deal-
ing with nature. Then the idea of organic architecture started te crystalize. His work
spread and reached New York as he designed his famous museum different from
the box-shaped architecture of New York,

Thus, the recorded tape came to its end. This lape is considered a hearable book
on theories of architecture by the pioneers of architeciure of the twentieth century.
It reflects the attention given, in their countries, by the media to those pioneers as
it is considered a historic record in the first place.

We have similar records by the voice of Hassan rathy and we hope to hear the
voice of the Arab pioneer architects as well,
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