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3. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM (1926), Egypt
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A NEW PUBLICATION FROM THE ORGANIZATION
OF ISLAMIC CITIES AND CAPITALS

PRINCIPLES OF ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN AND URBAN
PLANNING DURING DIFFERENT ISLAMIC ERAS

AN ANALYTICAL STUDY FOR CAIRO CITY

An important reference for
scholars, architects, and pro-
fessor, accentuating the indi-
viduality and identity of the Is-
lamic community by means of
emphasizing self development
and self-achievment.

* This Encyclopedia for Architecture of
the Moslem world is the first comprehen-
sive reference on the bases of architectural
design and urban planning in the Islamic
City.

*100 models of different types of buildings
from the Islamic Heritage of Cairo City
representing different historical periods
were selected and illustrated in architectu-
ral drawings, photographes, architectural
details together with a comprehensive anal-
ysis of their design principles, building
materials, and techniques.

*Nine historical locations were also select-
ed from the historical Islamic Cairo, and
analyzed with regard to existing physical,
socio economic, political and demographic
structure.

To be ordered from:
¢ Center of Planning and Architectural Studies
® 14, E1-Sobky Street - M. El-Bakri Heliopolis, Cairo- P.O.Box 13621 - Jeddah - 21414 Saudi Arabia

| Tel: 670744 - 670271 Fax: (02) 2919341

Organization of Islamic Capitals and Cities

Tel: 966-2-6655896 Fax: 966-2-6657516
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CPAS NEWS

*Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim, President of
CPAS will visit Damascus as a techni-
cal chancellor for the Organization of
Islamic Capitals and Cities. He will re-
vise the scientific theme of the new
Scientific Encyclopedia on the Princi-
ples of Architectural Design and Ur-
ban Planning.

* In the opening session of the Egyp-
tian Architects Eighth Conference,
Mr. Samir Gharib, General Manager of
the Cultural Development Fund,
praised " Alam El-Benaa" magazine,
published by the Society for the Revi-
val of Planning and Architectural Heri-
tage. He also praised its cultural role
in spreading architectural knowledge

* Dr. Abdelbaki |brahim was one of
the jury members for the competition
of the Health and Sport Centre on the
land of the Arab Contractors for In-
vestments company. CPAS has pre-
pared the pre-investment studies and
defined the land use for this land of
which is the Health and Sport Centre.

* CPAS was awarded the first prize,
jointly, with Cuba Consulting Office in
the competition for the design of an
Office, Trade and Residential Build-
ing. The building will be constructed
on a land plot in Dokki of about
5000m2, owned by the Egyptians
Company for Investment. The project
consists of a shopping mall, cinema,
restaurants, office and residential
building and recreational area. It is
considered one of the major projects
in under-construction Cairo.

* A number of housing companies and
cooperative societies requested
CPAS to prepare the pre-investment
studies for their lands. CPAS is spe-
cialized in such studies and is con-
sidered a pioneer firm in pre-
investment studies in the Arab World.
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val of the Arab culture and recogni-
tion of the rich historic fabric of our a
of the Arab culture and recognition
of the rich facric of our ancient cities,
along with an appropriate amount of
technology which is needed for spe-
cific tasks.
ARCHITECTURAL
MENTS IN JORDAN
It is suggested that the architectural
movements within Amman and Jor-
dan in general could be divided into
three major periods; the early vernac-
ularism, the fifties modern move-
ment, and the late experimental re-
gionalism of the eighties.

The Early Vernacular:

Called "experimental vernacularism "
due to three hundred years of popu-
lar architecture, vernacular architec-
ture governed most building practic-
es in Jordan, and this style of simple
structural grids, small spans, limited
floor height, small and clear openings
is still present in Amman's architectu-
ral heritage. Jordan's villages were
built borrowed from this style and this
is seen in villages all over Jordan from
Um Qais north, Samara, Bathan Hu-
mud, even Karak, Salt and Madaba;
(Jordan's largest towns) to Taiba
south. The Ottoman influences of ar-
chitectural vocabulary of structural
methods door openings and window
details and stone treatment are also
depicted in several houses and pub-
lic buildings. The following are major
characteristics of the period.

1- Local builders and Syrian-trained
masons were the craftsmen of this
period.

2- Buildings were cubical and rectan-
gular in form with a maximum height
of three floors.

3-Uniform stone facing with decora-
tive elements at windows and door
openings.

4- Architectural detailing is employed
at door openings and at 2nd floor
window balconies, steel and wood
works of Syrian origin were major or-
namentation elements.

5-Courtyard houses are clear in Salt,

MOVE-

Karak and the early houses of down
town Amman.

6- Functionalism and privacy were ad-
dressed carefully and were strongly
related to social activities.

7- Balconies and porch design were
employed in commercial buildings
and large houses.

8- Clear evidence of strong contextu-
alism to the region and houses were
characterised as three bay houses
The Fifty's Modern Movement
This covers fifteen years of architec-
tural practice in Jordan and most work
was practised by engineers with few
architects who practised with appren-
ticeship. Amman'’s urban fabric within
districts of the Abdali, the Elweibdeh,
Jebel Amman's first circular, and Jeb-
el Al-Hussien, mountain areas de-
picts this movement, Characteristics
of this area are:

1- The four districts mentioned
above housed this style which heavi-
ly influenced architectural practice
within the region.

2-Rectangular, horizontal forms,
mostly planner architectural elements
can be seen in these houses.

3- Expansion of services and other
house functions within residential
design increased and the villa con-
cept became the common trend.

4- Houses were large in size and out-
ward looking with gardens and set
backs within large pieces of land (one
donum tract of land).

5- Stone facing used different ways
of stone treatment with varied tex-
tures and steel columns became
more widely used.

6- No more decorative elements and
no architectural detail treatments
were employed at window or door
openings. )

7- This style had little relation to the
vernacular heritage or to cultural con-
text. Modern designs were erupted
in a sudden move especially in major
public buildings.
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SYNOPSIS

* Subject of the issue:
Local Building Materials and
Vernacular Architecture

By Dr. Arch. Mamdouh Shaaban

The environment effect on man and
Architecture.

* Projects of the issue:
Falcon Hotel - Sharm EI-
Sheikh ; Arch. Adel Mokhtar

On Naama Bay on an area of
2300m2. The Architect chose the
Morocean style for his building.

Residence, Fountain Hills,
Arizona; Arch. Kamal Amin, USA
An attempt at defining an architectu-
ral aesthetic for Arizona desert;
"organic architecture". The resi-
dence is poised on a high slope fac-
ing a vast mountainous Arizona
landscape. The emphasis is on the
interior spaces rather than the vol-
umes, and the attachment to the
ground is obviously fundamental.

World Project Just Married,
Belgrade

A small exclusive complex used by
just married from all over the world.
The idea was to invite 12 distin-
guished world architects to make de-
signs for 12 houses of only 50m2
each. The necessary facilities com-
prise mini-markets, boutiques, ser-
vices and a space for ceremonial
weddings of different religions.The
ceremonial block is circled by a
hedge, and each angle is market by
a tree as symbols of the four sea-
sons of the year.

-Residence, Sakkara -Egypt
Arch. Hamdi El-Safty

The project's area is about 10 fed-
dans, in Abu Sir. It comprises horse
stables, the main villa; an arab style
four storey building enclosing a
court inside, geusts villa (two sto-
ries) , swimming pool, squash court
and different services.

*In memorial of Hassan Fathy
Part Il, by Arch: Hassan Abu El-
Hamd.

* From the Hadieth of Prophet
Mohamed.
By Dr. Arch. Abdelbaki Ibrahim




Vernacular Villages of Southern Jordan courtyards and door details

manism by injecting a sense of place
and continuity without throwing away
the spatial and industrial advantages
that Modernism offered.
REGIONALISM IN JORDAN
AND THE ARAB WORLD.

To a large extent, contemporary Arab
architecture is dominated by Western
influence which manifests itself in
technology and new building types
which were unknown in traditional Is-
lamic architecture.

Hassan Fathy saw the problems
which most of the Arab cities and vil-
lages are suffering from. He defined
it as:

“Something basically wrong with our
cities and villages today. It is not
merely that they have become sur-
prisingly ugly, but that, in spite of the
recent technical advances and the
highly expert work of our town plan-
ners and architects are putting into
town and village planning and archi-
tectural design, every single building
manages to increase that ugliness,
and every attempt to remedy the situ-
ation only underlines the ugliness
more heavily"

Confused architectural styles are be-
ing produced due to the weak edu-

cational and cultural background of
our local architects and clients.

The confusion in the current archi-
tectural achievements is due to many
reasons:

* Most leading practising architects
involved in design and construction
are educated and trained in western
countries.

* Currently in the building industry
highly qualified architects are com-
missioned to prepare comprehen-
sive programs and designing for the
educated elite using rich materials
and imported design concepts to
meet clients' demand. Therefore,
they produce a wholesale imitations
of western architectural style within
the local community.

* The dramatic change in architectural
attitude following the International
Style and the cross cultural flow of
ideas through different information
media have obscured the character-
istics of vernacular way of life and the
cultural and traditional of Arab-Islamic
way of life.

* The availability and impact of inter-
national literature, increased educa-
tion and the inherent social develop-
ments sometimes misled the
intellectuals.
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Also, the increase in family income
resulted in creating demand for big-
ger and more elaborate  houses.
New services and facilities were
needed to meet the new socio-
economic changes.

To overcome some of these prob-
lems. Fathy explained that a con-
scious may be reached either by con-
sulting tradition or by logical
reasoning and scientific analysis.
Both processes should yield the
same result, for tradition embodies
the conclusions of many genera-
tions' practical experiment with the
same problem. While scientific analy-
sis is simply the organised observa-
tion of the phenomena of the prob-
lem in stating the importance of
cultural tradition. One of Hassan Fa-
thy's followers, Abed Wahed EI-
Wakil, in his recent work in Saudi
Arabia depicts a strong love for ver-
nacularism and extensive romantic ar-
chitecture. Fathy explained the role
of culture in the following verbatim:

“ It is our culture that makes us into
specifically human, rational, critical
and ethically engaged beings.
Through it, we make valued judge-
ments and choices. Through it, man
expresses himself and becomes
conscious of himself as an unfin-
ished, being, questions his own
creation,searches unceasingly for
new meaning and works that trans-
cent himself". '
Designers have always adopted and
borrowed from previous examples,
ideas and ideals. Learning from other
models is helpful and useful as a
start, however, the time has come for
us to develop our own ideas and
ideals, our own attitudes and style, to
satisfy our own cultural needs, and to
express the aspirations and hopes of
the future.

What is most important in the Arab
World today is not the transfer of
technology which has been devel-
oped in other countries but the revi-
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REGIONALIST ARCHITECTURE IN JORDAN
A CRITICAL VIEW by KAMEL O. MAHADIN

INTRODUCTION:

An observer to the buildings of
Amman finds a state of chaos in the
styles of buildings, sees an architec-
ture without strong identity and
finds confusion in the output of
Amman's architecture. Therefore,
this paper attempts to distinguish
patterns identifying regional archi-
tecture in Jordan and critically evalu-
ates selected work of Jordanian ar-
chitects in Amman.

This paper addresses regionalism
as a meaning and development in
the international arena and then fo-
cuses on the Arab-Jordanian re-
gionalist architecture.

One of the important inspirations of
Regionalism in the early 20th centu-
ry was Patrick Geddes's trilogical "
Notation of life". He demanded the
unification of folk, work and place
into a living whole. The recognition
of the mutual influences between
people, such as work and habitat.
Work, specifically, became one of
the ideological bases of Regional-
ism which developed later.
Regionalism in its development was
affected by many factors; political,
economical and geographical which
played an important role in its shap-
ing. During its development, Re-
gionalism shifted in its directions
from economic- political to geo-
graphical and then into a socio-
cultural dimensions. This shifting
broadened the scope of Regional-
ism, it became involved in more than
one aspect of life.

Regionalism in architecture ap-
peared as a defence against the
powerful homogenising forces of
the international style and universal-
ised technological developments
since the 1930s. But the develop-
ment of Regionalism was relatively

slow during the 1940's and 1950's
and this was due to the fascination
of people to Modernism and the In-
ternational Style.

Lewis Mumford was the first to use
the term Regionalism describing the
works of H.H. Richardson, because
he used regional resources to inter-
pret regional characteristics. In
1954, the term " New Regionalism "
was also introduced by S. Giedion.
He suggested the term new region-
alism as a name, given for the meth-
od of approach employed by the
best contemporary architects when
solving a specific regional problem.
From 1960s, onwards, the increas-
ing re-appreciation of vernacularism
became the main source of inspira-
tions for regionalist architects.

This was seen in the 1960s, in the
exhibition of Architecture without
Architects, organised by Bernard
Rudosfsky which was held at the
Museum of Modern Ant. This exhibi-
tion marked an important event in
the appreciation of the beauty and
significance of vernacular architec-
ture by the general public. The exhi-
bition received a warm response,
witnessed in the increasing amount
of research and publications on ver-
nacular architecture.

Yet, the spread of Regionalism did
not become rapid until the 1980's.
when people began to find out that
most new approaches in architectu-
ral development have weaknesses
in their practical applications or theo-

Part 1

ritical basis.

The advocacy of a regionalist ap-
proach was also echoed by many in-
dividual figures with differing view
points. The most notable ones are
the " Authentic Regionalism " sug-
gested by William Curtis and " Criti-
cal Regionalism " first coined by
Alexander Tzonis and Liane Lefaiv-
re, and then developed by Kenneth
Frampton. The latter (critical region-
alism) was already clearly marked by
the late Hassan Fathy's movement
in the Middle east.

There are some problems associat-
ed with Regionalism. On one hand,
Regionalism has been associated
with the movement of reform and
liberation, it has helped foster a new
sense of identity among groups. On
the other hand, it has the power of
splitting people into separate en-
claves and enclosing them behind
walls of prejudice and intolerance.

In conclusion. Regionalism as an ap-
proach is seen to be one of the few
potential ways of giving architecture
a human face. It permits architects to
relate to the past in deeper and
more authentic ways than Post
Modern Classicism can ever do. Its
allows Modernism to be built on hu-

Traditional houses of 1930s and1940s in Amman
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ARCHITECTURAL COMPETITIONS
WITHOUT AWARDS
Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim

EDITORIAL

One who follows the architectural competitions in the Arab World, recent-
ly, could observe a strange matter ... many of the competitions come out
excluding the first prize. The prizes are limited to the second, third, fourth
or honorable mentions with a letter of thanks, for the big effort done by
the competitor, and that's all. This is not limited to competition invitations
from companies or organisations but is extended to invitations from gov-
ernments, ministries or judiciary bodies, not considering the unbelieva-
ble efforts and money spent by the competitors. The respected juries
demand a large number of drawings in scales reaching 1:50 or 1:20 for
some details. It seems that the juries want to facilitate matters for the own-
er by presenting architectural ideas in the form of working drawings.
Some say that such competitions are looking for lots of ideas with the min-
imum cost.

One owner asked the competitors to prepare a booklet for the project to
be used in marketing in order to present a large number of ideas to the cli-
ents to satisfy all tastes. What is the logic of those considering that partici-
pating in the juries is a great honor ? Yet, architectural organizations could
not firmly control such competitions. However, some architectural organi-
zation officials participate in competitions to possess the great honor.

If the architectural organizations lack the ability to organize competitions,
they should, at least, consider their stance therein. They have to review
competition samples announced internationally; the biggest architectural
competitions are presented only in four medium size drawings, and
some are presented in one single panel, predetermined in shape and
oder to facilitate comparison.

Referring to the Ministry of Housing Competition in Paris " Arch de
Triumph " it was presented in two drawings; this happens in Europe
while in arab countries, young architects have to spend from 20 to 50
thousand pounds in an architectural competition.

An Arab embassy has invited architects for a competition for its resi-
dence, consolate and empoloyees' residence in Cairo. Much has been
spent by consultant offices competing in presenting their architectural
drawings, perspectives and models. Three years have passed, however,
no action has been taken in this matter.

Another arab organization has invited for an international planning and
achitectural competition to be presented in four drawings only. More than
800 architects have drawn the conditions, 350 have participated from all
over the world. After all , no project has been chosen. Three of them were
awarded financial prizes and some were awarded honorable mentions.
And so on, it happens in many competitions. Feasibility studies are now
submitted in architectural competitions as if the jury is not capable of archi-
tectural evaluation linking the creative thought with investment aspects.
Hence the juries should include architects and economists as well.If the
no awards phenomenon goes on, who would lay down architectural de-
signs?.

The prize values do not equal half the money spent in designing,
presenting and modeling one single project submitted in the competi-
tion. | call for the jury members to judge their consciences to lift the finan-
cial burden from the young architects and to reduce the number of draw-
ings submitted in competitions with the scale clarifing the architectural
design idea . See for yourself how architectural competitions are orga-
nized abroad, as you welcome foreign books. magazines and philoso-
phies. We cry you Mercy for the competitors!!
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