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EL- MAWEL NEWS

* Dr. Gouda Ghanim head - of
structural department . in CPAS -
left for Canada Ist of July to at-
tend the International Confer-
ence on Building with sloped
walls as he participate in the con-
ference by a research in this top-
ic.

* Dr. Abdelbaki lbrahim Presi-
dent of CPAS visited Aleppo
from 3 to 10/7/1994 to partici-
pate in setting up the executive
program for the old city develop-
ing program in which experts
from the German Aid and the
Arab Development Bank have
participated. Officials in Aleppo
governorate have agreed with
Dr. Abdelbaki to visit the project
consequently as an International
expert in this field in the dates
determined in the schedule.

* Heads of the engineering, ar-
chitectural, planning, training de-
partments and Alam Al-Benaa
Magazine are contacting those
who Bvisited " Alam Al-Benaa "
Pavilion at the International fair
for Building and Construction
(Interbuild 94).

* Eng. Ossama Amer - head of
the supervision deptpartment in
CPAS - will head to Sana'a, the
Republic of Yemen to complete
the procedures of awarding the
execution contracts for the Fa-
culties of Education in Sana'a,
Taiz, Hodida and Aden.

* Dr. Abdelbaki |Ibrahim received
an invitation from the old cities
Preservation Society in Doha -
Qater to participate in the Semi-
nar organized by the Society on
this regard.

* Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim will head
to Salalah, the Sultanate of
Oman at the end of August
1994 to lecture about urban
planning and old cities preserva-
tion.
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been said, at times even done, to relieve
the burdens of life on the masses of the
world. Some of it has even been said or
done in the name of high religious and hu-
manitarian principles. And always, what-
ever broad and universal doctrine was
being propounded, the key was to find
the appropriate ways in which the doc-
trine could be adapted to some local situ-
ation, taking into consideration the con-
straints of each place. But it is clear from
the examples | have given that local con-
siderations are not the only ones: that
dreams and expectations can come from
far away, and highly local monuments
and even living or pious compounds

can be major attractions of the whole
world. Is it then appropriate to imagine
that built enviroriments and monuments
have rights of their own, that the mosque
of Visoko in Bosnia or Louis Khan's Par-
liament Building in Dhakka cannot be
considered as simply fulfilling local
needs?. They belong to the whole world
and must be protected even from those
who are technically their guardians. Just
as there is morality of human rights,
there may as well be a morality of man's
building art. Crafts and paintings or
sculptures are better (or at least legally)
protected in ways absent from architec-
ture, because museums can keep things
without showing them. To my knowledge
at least, most of what has been done so
far, in terms of international legislation or
proclamation, has dealt with technolo-
gies of preservation and restoration.
Buta full consciousness of what
traditions is may well require that we go
beyond restoration and identify the moral
norms which should regulate our con-
cerns for the built environment.

Let me move a step further. To argue for
a bill of rights for human creation is to
say that there is a system of value for
the traditions of mankind which argues
that these traditions have no nationality,
no regional meaning, that they belong to
all men and women. But is this not con-

tradicted by the whole experience of men
and of the governments who want to na-
tionalize monuments and environments,
who want to preserve the right to keep
them or to modify them, possibly to de-
stroy them? A universalism of the envi-
ronment may be contradicted by our own
experience and our own habit of blithely
identifying things as " French " or " Japa-
nese, " " Peruvian " or " Chilean, " " So-
malian " or Ethiopean. " But, then, if ar-
chitecture is not " French “ or " Somalian,
" is it only " living settlements " or " relig-
jous "? If it is both, where does the quali-
ty of " religious “ or of " French " lie? In
monuments which would thereby have
acquired national characteristics, or in
the people using these monuments ot
looking at them? The Eiffel Tower is not
French, but anyone looking at it thinks
that it is and makes it so. It is people, not
settlements or monuments, that need
traditions, because it is through a real or
fictitious relationship to half-forgotten
and largely minsunderstood pasts thal
one recognizes oneself.
Let me conclude with two points for fur-
ther reflection and with one question. The
first point is that history seen as tradition
consists of choices made by men and
society at many moments of growth and
development. But the main issue is that
traditions are contradictory and vary
enormously depending on the person or
group that enunciates them.
The second point is that it is tradition
which allows one to judge things made
according to ethical and not only func-
tional standards.
And this leads me to my question.Who is
going to make these choices? Who
should? Politicians, professionals, histo-
rians, cites, local inhabitants, a nation,all
of mankind? Each group has a
reasonable stake in the environment, but
all cannot be involved in decision mak-
ing. We all know the ways in which bad
decisions are made. Is there a way for

good ones?
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SYNOPSIS

- Subject of the issue:
Exhibitionistic Architecture"
An illustrated review for the history of
great exhibitions and some of the most
important architectural developments

that appeared in them.

- Projects of the issue:

Seville Expo 92
110 Nations participated in the com-
memoration of the spanish presence in
America through " Expo 92 " in Seville,
Spain.

In this issue three pavillions are illus-
trated:

- British Pavilion: Archs: Nicholas
Grimshaw & Parteners.The British pavi-
lion makes several serious propositions
about man's relationship to the environ-
ment ment and the beneficial potential
of technology,

- Japanese pavilion: Arch Tadao
Ando.The design reinterprets traditional
japanese building forms using contem-
porary technology.

- Saudi Arabia pavilion: Archs:
site projects, Fitch RS and Buro Hap-
pold. It was designed in a way to evoke
the emergence of the modern state from
ancient roots .

* Dinishwai Museum- Egypt
Archs:~*, Hani & Abdel Rahman El-
Miniawy. Due to the deterioration of the
old dinishwai museum after the earth-
quake of oct. 1992 the Egyptian Mini-
stry of Culture decided to rebuilt the mu-
seum, which includes illustrations for"
Dinishwai martyrs ' during the national
march against the British calonization.
-Two new art museums in Bonn,
Germany, Arch. Gustav Peichl., Axel
Schultes

-Sonesta Resort in Sharm El-
Sheik : Arch. Adel Mukhtar In this is-
sue the 2nd stage of the project is illus-
trated, as the Ist one was in the issue
No.143. This stage includes new rooms
and suites, interior design and the site
landscaping.

Architectural Competitions:
Arina development competiion exhibi-
tions Areas - Nasr City - Cario

The competition was to develop the
building, which was an agricultural exhi-
bition to be one of the cultural and recre-
ational landmarks of Cairo.




lowing conclusions. Every space con-
tains a physically definable past of build-
ings and memories of past buildings,
and, even when a settlement occurs in
hitherto unutilized space, the men and
women who plan it and who live in it pos-
sess their own memories of buildings.
This conglomerate of a physical pres-
ence with memories attached to it and
the memories of buildings elsewhere
brought by new settlers is the fabric of
what tradition is. Its central feature lies in
that it is not simply a set of forms or of
rules dealing directly with buildings, but
also the historical memories and the
myths attached to these buildings or to
the act of building in general. The result
is that all building activities and all the re-
sults of building contribute to the makeup
of a tradition, of a history - that is to say,
of images, habits, expectations and
judgements.

Let me address each of these terms in
turn. First, there are the images of places
that figured in one's own growth. A key
variable here is the lag between those
places which formed memories and those
where one's life actually developed. For
example, the whole population of Cairo
can be divided between
memories are of the houses of small vil-
and those who lages in the Nile Valley
belong to the by-now six or seven gener-
ations of urban dwellers who have grown
up in apartments. Only a small elite actu-
ally are aware of that type of courtyard
house which is generally considered to
be typical of Egypt. Collectively held im-
ages are of public spaces - mosques,
churches, schools, shopping streets,
and (now) superhighways and stadiums.
How these images function and how they
operate on the making of new settle-
ments is an issue for psychologists of
architecture to study.

Habits are also relatively unstudied,

those whose

largely because too many aspects of life
have been radically changed over the
past two or three decades. In urban are-
as, first rapid (even if crowded) transit
and the printed press, then radios, tele-
phones, television, centralized shop-
ping, and the enormous paraphernalia of
electronic machineries for consumption
- not to speak of schools and military ser-
vice - have altered and are still altering
habits of life and operating memories in
ways which transform emotions and de-
sires into expectations. This brings me to
my third aspect of tradition. Almost eve-
rywhere in the world, advertising and oth-
er means of selling and of communicating
(television programs and newspaper sto-
ries included) have transformed people
into buyers of dreams. We imagine our-
selves in the commodities - houses,
clothes, airplanes - or with the instru-
ments - automobiles, Cuisinarts, comput-
ers, telephones - that are shown to us,
rather than that are part of the reality we
can afford or even hope for. The point is
that expectation is never (or almost
never) of something that was, but of
something that may be. We are all des-
tined to have our expectations constant-
ly built up and renewed by forces other
than ourselves, and we are relatively
rarely affected by history and tradition.
Finally, a tradition means judgement, And
therein lies its most dubious or, at least,
delicate side. What | mean by judgement
is the possibility of choosing what will be
kept of the past and what will not, what
will be accepted as one's own and what
will be rejected as alien, what will be
handled as a treasure and what will be
left to rot away.
The first issue here is to determine the
criteria by which judgements will be
passed. These could be aesthetic crite-
ria, but everyone knows that no group will
ever agree unanimously on an aesthetic
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decision. They could be criteria of poten-
tial use in the contemporary world, and
most people know of so many schemes
that tried to incorporate the remains of
the past into the fabric of contemporary
living. They could be historical criteria,
either examples of the history of a land
or universal achievements of human
creativity, as happed with the long list of
monuments which became enshrined in a
UNESCO document. Or they could be
economic criteria, especially in relation-
ship to tourism, and many have heard
the complaint that the Egyptian govern-
ment was more generous in helping the
discovery and preservation of monu-
ments from ancient Egypt than those of
its living Muslim or Christian worlds, be-
cause Tutankhamon sells and medieval
Cairo does not. In other words, consider-
ations that have nothing or little to do
with the needs of a tradition are used to
maintain one world but not others. There
can be political criteria, as happened
somewhat during the imperial regime of
Iran and as certainly characterizes, or
characterized, much of the amazing pub-
lic art of Iraq in recent yearso

A SHARED PATRI MONY

What these examples and considera-
tions lead to can be summarized in the
following manner. Under the terms
“tradition * or "history " lie many different
themes ranging from political, ideological
and religious wills imposed on people and
on lands, all the way to the concern of
travelers and aesthetes for the preser-
vation of certain monuments important to
them, and perhaps reasonably cosidered
as a part of mankind's inheritance and,
therefore, responsibility.

And this leads in turn to an idea which
may be particularly appropriate in the
context of the work of architects and
planners. Over the past years much has
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Why History : The Meanings & Uses of Tradition”

Oleg Graber

Traditional Dwellings and Settlement Review 2-1993

PART 2

What, then, is a tradition in the first
sense | have provided, as the no-longer-
quite- operational past of a given place,
country or region? How does it affect
those who live with that tradition or who
seek to build new buildings, dwellings or
monuments in the areas involved? In the
past, tradition in this sense would have
been considered to be history, but mat-
ters are now more complex. The questicn
of history is currently closely linked with
a series of concepts which have been
bandied around in several recent interna-
tional forums, especially under the inspi-
ration of UNESCO and some of its off-
shoots like ICROM, and which have been
or can be gathered under the general um-
brella of "heritage" - a recent book by
Choay has dealt with the theoretical and
historical issues involved in this inheri-
- tance
Let me begin with a quotation from
Choay's book, " le patrimoine " and then
a series of examples to propose first a
broad definition of tradition as it would af-
fect the environment and our responsibil-
ity to it, then lead to a more problematic
implication of that definition, almost a
questioning of its value.
The quotation with which | wish to begin
is from Viollet-le-Duc, the great French
architect of the nineteenth century who
is responsible, among other things, for
so much of the " fixing up " of cathedrals
and other, primarily medieval, monu-
ments of France. It goes as follows: "
("Make it so that we can forget every-
thing done before us. We would have
then a new art, and we would have ac-
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complished something never done be-
fore; for, while it is difficult for man to
learn, it is even more difficult for him to
forget.") The key issue of this statement
is its logic: something new can come only
out of forgetting, not merely ignoring, the
past. To put it in terms of this confer-
ence, development cannot be matched
with tradition; they exclude each other,
let me turn to my various examples. The
first is a specific occurance. An israeli
architect, argued that the quality of Is-
raeli art historians was not very high, and
she gave as the main reason the ab-
sence of a tradition in Israeli art. What
should be done, she argued, was to pro-
claim architectural monuments like the
early Islamic palace of Khirbat al-Mafjar,
the celebrated Dome of the Rock with its
deeply felt Muslim pious connotations, or
the Holy Sepulchre over the accepted lo-
cations of the crucifixion, burial, and res-
urrection of Christ as works of Israeli art
done by and for Muslims or Christians,
this moment but works of a land which at
in time was Israel.

Under a Communist regime, the imperial
palaces of St Petersburg were restored
with an amazing care and intelligence be-
cause of their national and local signifi-
cance. And, in wonderful small museums
of regional arts, Russia or Indonesia (|
only mention two places | have seen)
have re-created their " national " pasts
without electricity or running water while
otherwise expressing their pride in
progress. In the same vein, but with dif-
ferent perspectives, shortly after the Ira-
nian revolution some of the country's
more extreme leaders were going to bull-
doze Persepolis, that great symbol of im-

perial might, just as the facades of so
many churches in Western Europe were
damaged by Protestant extremists in the
enlightened sixteenth century or by prop-
onents of the French Revolution and of
divine reason. The French painter David,
before celebrating Napoleon in his mag-
nificent paintings, argued publicly at a
meeting of the Revolutionary Convention
of 1793 for the destruction of all works of
art with the representations of kings.
The building of a cathedral within it pre-
served the mosque of Cordova, while the
mosque in Seville was replaced by a ca-
thedral and thereby destroyed. We do
not know in these instances what moti-
vated the decision to keep or destroy.
The building by the Emperor Charles v of
a Renaissance palace next to the
Alhambra, on the other hand, is a state-
ment of the victoricus superiority of Ren-
aissance and Christian values, but its
point only works if the older palace is pre-
served, which has been done. And in
Constantinople becoming Istanbul, Meh-
met the Conqueror did much the same
thing, that is to say, expressed most for-
celly and most obviously the victory of
Islam over Christianity by keeping Hagia
Sophia but proclaiming it to be a mosque.
The whole city of Delhi consists of a suc-
cession of architectural statements of
power, which only make sense through
the preservation of the monuments of the
previous rulers: Hindus, several different
Muslim groups, and, finally, the British
and the grandicse work of Edward Luty-
ens.

These examples, which can easily be
multiplied in many different places and
from many different times, lead to the fol-
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Arab Institute to Preserve

EDITORIAL . _ e o
Historic Buildings and Cities

Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Itis really distressing that the Arab World having such arich architectural and ur-
ban heritage of historic buildings and cities is leaving it for deterioration. Its cities
nerves are gradually collapsing and so are the nerves of those who are jealous of
the Arab Cultural Heritage, while the Arab countries are neither aware of this trag-
edy nor working seriously to rescue their history which is collapsin% stone by
stone . This tragedy is strongly touched in Islamic Cairo and in other historic cit-
ies as well. This situation results from the weakness of their municipal bodies to
save this heritage against the citizens attacks, or the failure of their antiquities
authoroties to restore the historic buildings and to develop the surrounding areas,
or the subject has not been given the appropriate care within the cultural and so-
cial development programs, as it is consuﬁered a main source of wealth and nation-
al economy . This subject has been elaborately discussed for years, yet the his-
toric buildings are collapsing , and the architectural and urban heritage has
almost disappeared except for some cities as, Fas, Rabat, Tunis, Sana'a, Aleppo
and Damascus, which began to handle this subject seriously and have reached
satisfactory results. This huge heritage, however, has not been given the proper
importance within educational courses.
The restoration works for antiquities are now submitted as tender invitation for
contractors, all contractors are invited. They are obliged to make all the surveying
works and to study the historic background, then determine the weak points in the
building specifing the building materials required according to the UNESCO speci-
fied methods. In order to submit these tenders, the contractors try to assign ex-
perts and specialists. However, they could not find but very few arab ones spe-
cialized in preparing technical documents, or soil and underground water studies.
Thus, they are forced to call for technical experts from foreign countries as Italy,
France, Spain, Germany ... having large experiences in this field. However, the
Arab countries have the potentials to establish Institutes specialized in historic
buildings preservations, providing modern equipment and employing foreign ex-
perts. Hence, a new offspring could be graduated from these institutes having the
ability to make all the surveying, preservation and restoration works, based on a
sound knowledge of engineering and civil aspects, appropriate building materials ,
principles of technical architectural restoration, togetﬁer with masonry, carpen-
try and fine decoration works . Let me quote the example of one of the Belgium
centres for preserving historic buildings and cities cooperated with the centre for
cultural properties ?rasewation and restoration studies in Rome, and the ad-
vanced architectural studies Institute in York, England. The centre calls for the
assistance of restoration experts. its educational program includes the following
courses:
1- Inherited architecture preservation -theoretically and historically: ( 5 special-
ized subjects).
2- Urban and rural sites rebuilding - theoretically and historically: ( 5 specialized
subjects).
3- Technical analysis and documentation: (3 subjects).
4- Building materials and building preservation technology:( 4 subjects).
5- Restoration craftsmanship and technology: includes the restoration of stones,
backed bricks, stained glass, engraving, decorations and gardens.
6- Policies, regulations, and laws concerning historic buildings and cities preser-
vation:( 3 subjects).
7- Administrative and economic aspects in historic buildings and cities preserva-
tion: (3 subjects).
Also, There are specialized courses and subjects related to the environmental,
cultural and political factors of the place.
These specialized institutes are concerned in the first place, byCFreparing the
staff members The Centre starts with offering post graduate studies for archi-
tects, civil engineers and archeologists, collaborating with foreign experts working
in both scientific and applied fields. Then the Centre will start in setting up the edu-
cational courses for a 5 year university study during which the student will be
acquainted with the principles of architectural design and urban planning especial-
ly for historic buildings and cities, and the history and theory of local architecture.
he Middle East University in Ankara presents another example to be followed,
the university has three integrated departments for achitecture, urban design and
historic buildings and cities preservation. There are many examples east and west,
yet the Arab world is still living in the forties intellectually, theoretically and educa-
tionally except for some trivia? developments.
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