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EL- MAWEL NEWS

* Al specialized engineering
units in CPAS have achieved a
sound progress asserting in-
tegrity among them in prepar-
ing major projects reaching the
International standards in per-
formance.

* Dr. Gouda Ghanim and Dr.
Ahmed Refaat - heads of struc-
tural and sanitary units, respec-
tively, have prepared special-
ized training programs, each in
his field. Besides, the two units
are now providing technical as-
sistance to other architectural
offices.

* Eng. Ossama Amer head of
supervision department - has
prepared the supervision
teams for the execution of Fa-
culties of Education in the Re-
public of Yemen, and tourist vil-
lages on the Northern coast in
Egypt planned and designed
by CPAS.

* Arch. Adel Fathy - head of
computer department - has su-
pervised a number of training
courses on ACAD program,
serving the architectural, struc-
tural and civil engineers.

* The architectural unit headed
by Arch. M. El-Sayed, assisted
by the computer department,
have prepared the International
Competition of the Beirut
Souks supervised by the UlA .
The work was done in a very
high standard of presentation,
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out by governments or individuals over
the past thity years might lead to inter-
esting insights about the chok:es sought
by patrons, and equally curious results
might emerge from a study of the state-
ments made by architects about their
choices in designing and building. | recall
my own surprise at reading and hearing
the distinguished Danish architect of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Riyadh
argue that he was inspired by the Taj Ma-
hal when the two buildings to me seemed
so very dissimilar. The advantage and
the fund of visual analyses, especially in
deconstructionist times, is that one can
see anything in anything. But the more
pertinent peint here is that the choices
made in developing architecture, the en-
vironments, ot anything else seem to re-
quire a justification, which, in turn, im-
plies the existence of a responsibility in
the making of the choice. The problems
lie in identifying the individuals, commu-
nities, or other entities to which one justi-
fies oneself and in understanding the ar-
guments used. It is, | believe, possible to
imagine a fourth position in the interpre-
tation of the concept of development.
This could be called the position of the
absolute. ts premise is that there exists
a doctrine, a truth, about what consti-
tutes proper growth, and by extension
there is a proper way of building or of
creating a settlement. This was the posi-
tion which was visible in some of the pro-
nouncements, if not actually the works,
of Frank Lioyd Wright, Le Corbusier, and
many rmasters of the Modern Movement.
It has alse entered into the politics of to-
talitarian architecture. 1| do not believe
that Pol Pot in Cambodia has time for any
constructive " development, " but the
Stalinist aesthetics of official buildings,
private monuments, and rows of walk-up
apartment houses spread much beyond
the boundaries of the Soviet world. This
absolute position appears in an interest-
ing and not entirely successful way, for
instance, in the enormous building activi-

ties of Iraq over the past decades. There
is a great deal of logic in the absclute po-
sition, whatever its specific modalities
may be, and even though it often fails in
practice or is replaced by subsequent
absolutes,

TRADITION

There are two main ideas behind this
word. One is that of a body of culture
which existed before a development tock
place; tradition is the past of a culture,
and, like any past, it is by definition dead
{otherwise it would not be past). As such,
it can become a ghost and a source of in-
spiration, but it no longer exists except
as a "monument, * as a memory (if not a
souvenir), as a statement of another
time. The second idea is that tradition is
a body of habits, beliefs and behavior
which exists, but which is, in a sense, in-
dependent of development. Traditions
are philesophical and theological sys-
tems which affect the minds and souls of
men and women. It is reasonable to imag-
ine that such systems could and should
affect development, because they are
vehicles for moral and aesthetic judge-
ment and, therefore, provide a stamp of
appproval for anything done.lt is to the
further development of these two as-
pects of tradition that | will devote the
rest of this paper. | will concentrate pri-
marily on the first aspect - tradition as a
known and subconscious past - be-
cause, like all practitioners of any craft,
even intellectual ones, | tend to shy
away from ethical issues. But it is with

some consideration of ethics that | shall
conclude.

TO BE COUNTINUED

* Oleg Grabar

is a distinguished historian of Islamic art
and architecture and currently a fellow at
the Institute for Advanced Study, Prince-
ton

SYNOPSIS

-Subject of the issue;

" Dubai ... The City of Gardens"...
Dubai, the second major emirate of
the UAE, is considered the biggest
trade center on the Arab Gulf. The
city has undergone major steps in
developing itself on all levels, cne
of the major teatures of develop-
ment is the continous care for the
increament of green areas all over
the city which now represent 8% of
its urban area.

- Prejects of the issue:

* Restoration of al-Maktoom House
Dubai : A traditional house was re-
stored and utilized as a national
museum. Bubai municipality wen
the Architectural Heritage Frize
from the Crganization of Arab Cit-
ies for accomplising this major pro-
ject.

* Egypt's Consulate at Dubai. ar-
chitect Samir Rabi'e.

-City Profile:

* The city of Business and Mon-
ey"... the editor takes us on a trip
to Dubai, the young city that was
able to stand amidst the major cit-
ies in the world in so short a period

-Computer Review:

" Archi CAD 4.5... by arch. Waleed
Nassar and Mchab el-Refa'i.. The
writers introduce us to the main
features of the latest version of
ArchiCAD 4.5.

-Tourism Development
Review:
The Development of Saint Cathe-
rine Area.




arly endeavor.

DEVELOPMENT:

Matters become more difficult when one
turns to the last two terms of the confer-
ence's title, * development * and * tradi-
tion "The main implication of the word de-
velopment is the existence of change,
but it also apparently involves the appro-
priateness or, at best, the inevitability of
change. And one can see immediately
where the problem lies. Are change and
development necessary aftributes of any
living organism? Are they not precisely
what defines life? Something " undevel-
oped " or " underdeveloped * is reprehen-
sible or, at best, regrettable. Growth is
good and praiseworthy and means dif-
frentiation in time between vatious phas-
es which are set in a continuum, and to
the older part of which one never comes
back; historical development, thus, is al-
ways itreversible. We easily recognize
these changes in ourselves and in those
who surround us, and we know that they
are unavoidable.Granted the inevitability

of change, the argument about it is con-

strued in a different way. Change and
growth are fine if they derive from some
natural {i.e. controlled by physical and bi-
oligical processes) activity, like the ac-
ceptance of an ultimately necessary and
unavoidable death or the improvement of
the physical setting for any living organ-
ism by the planting of a tree. But change
is bad if it derives from the impact of
agents which can be controlled individu-
ally {smoking, for instance), or which im-
ply a peculiar or alien vision {Eurocpean
remanticism, for instance,
Western socieities). Thus, much praise
was heaped on the Kampung improve-
ment projects of Indonesia inwhich a rei-
atively small amount of change brought a
huge amelictation of live . Yet matters
become more confused when ope con-
siders how natural change can also be
devastating and "harmful”. It is difficult
to argue that such agents of change as
epidemics, genetically determined dis-

in non-

eases, or destruction by tormados can be
controlled or avoided. And yet their im-
pact can only be considered negative. Iif
nature is not always good and man not al-
ways bad, how is one going to decide
what are appropriate developments?,
The question is philosephically a very in-
teresting one and an essential one for
some of the peints | will make here. There
are, it seems to me, four possible logical
positions one ¢an take on the question of
development. One c¢an be called the po-
sition of the ostrich. According to this
view, all changes are essentially bad and
ought to be canceled and their results re-
moved, and, if this cannot be done, they
ought te be ignored. Such is, for in-
stance, the position of Amish communi-
ties in the United States who hold onto
ways of life and behavior of two centuries
ago. (Similar examples exist within other
primarily religious communities.} This is
clearly a difficult position to defend, as it
flies in the face of reality and, when pur-
sued, leads to contradictory and hypo-
critical attitudes and actions, of which
many examples can be given The sec-
ond position could be called the Teflon
position. Here, everything is accepted as
long as it is new and is replaced the mo-
ment something else appears. Common
in fashion, the Teflon position, is among
other places, evident in the advertising
of architectural magazines. lts central
point is that changes and development
go in tandem with growth - that is to say,
with life itself. To stop growing is to die,
and death is, if not bad, at least irrele-
vant, , because its victim is bors jeu, "
offside , or out of play ". To live is always
to change. " Life is not a destination but a
process, * as is argued by some recent
advertisernent. Therefore, in planning or
in building, even in dreaming about the
future, everything is possible and could
be good.A third position can be de-
scribed as the smorgasbord. By this
standard, a set of possibilities for growth
exist, but they cannot all be used. There-
fore, some mechanism must be devised
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to make choices. Such mechanisms can
be conscious or unconscious, but in ei-
ther case they are most of the time af-
fected by considerations which are aes-
thetic, pofitical, cultural, budgetary,
commetcial, and probably of many other
types used alone or in combination. Re-
markable aspects of the smorgasbord
position ¢an be found in the architecture
, of Alexandria between 1880 and1950
when practically every possible style of
architecture was used for public or pri-
vate buildings. Or else it can be found in
contemporary Saudi Arabia or in the Gulf
States, where wealth and exposure to
adverlising media have led to a most ex-
traordinary array of architectural creativi-
ty, some quite wild, others quite stunning
The smorgasbord position is pretty uni-
versal, althought it may be possible to
graph out significant tempotral and topical
variations, in its intensity. Justifications
for choices have tended to be made after
the fact, althought a comparative and
choroneclogical study of the briefs sent

: before and after. Sourie:
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WHY HISTORY : THE MEANINGS AND USES OF TRADITION

OLEG GRABAR
TRADITIONAL DEWELLINGS AND SETELLMENT

Researchers of traditional environments
can benefit from understanding the
themes of their work in a historical con-
text. Take the ideas embodied in the title
of the 1992 IASTE conference * Develop-
ment and Tradition ; The Cultural Ecology
of Dwellings and Setilements " . Reflec-
tion reveals that ¥ development" implies
both the inevitability and the appropria-
tenes of growth and the obligation to ar-
tive at some logical value system for
choosing what to retain and allow to
change in any physical setting. " Tradi-
tion " involves two other ideas; the exis-
tence of a past of a culture which is dead
and exists only as a memory, and the
parallel existence of a body of beliefs
that draw from that memory and facilitate
judgments about “development". One
can immediately see that tradition and
development are often incompatible ; de-
velopment can proceed only when tradi-
tion is "forgotten”. Neverthless, it is only
through traditions, real or fictitious rela-
tionships to half-forgotten and largely
misunderstood parts, that people recog-
nize themselves. The value of a built en-
vironment, therefore, is a conglomerate
of its actual physical existence and the
historical memories and myths people at-
tach to it, bring to it, and project on it
from other, often distant, places. Consid-
ering the complex, contradictory nature
of this process, is it not appropriate to
imagine a bill of rights for built environ-
ments 7 A full histerical conscicusness
of what tradition is may require that we go
beyond local ideas of restoration and
identify more universal meotal norms to
regulate our concerns. The most appro-
priate way to find the direction lay in ana-
lysing the theme of the conference " De-
velopment and Tradition: The Cultural
Ecology of Dwellings and Settlements. "
This theme contains, first of all, two faitly
concrete terms, ™ dwellings " and " settle-
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ments * for which relatively simple defini-

tions can be provided - even though spe--

cialists might develop complex argu-
ments about both). Not being particularly
knowtedgeabie of the history of dwellings
in the narrow sense of housing or the
contemporary intellectual issues which
are of major concern to politicians, archi-
tects and planners, | will aveid talking
about dwellings directly. As to settle-
ments, the term is broad enough to in-
clude what | am concerned with.The title
also in¢ludes four more complicated, ab-
stract terms. | shall not deat with what a "
culture " is, as we can more or less agree
in this context with its dictionary defini-
tion as " socially transmitted products of
human work, thought, and behavior. " As
such, it is automatically the concern of
anyone who moves beyond the bare
techniques or the pure forms of building.
" Ecolegy " is already more difficult to de-

fine, as it implies the study of comp]eied-

and discrete units {houses, as implied by
the stymology of the word, or, in a more
picturesque way, “ sheils ¥}, within which
culture - that is to say, a finite system of
knowledge and cognition - can be
housed. " Cultural ecology " would mean,
then, the study of the settings, more
specifically the modes of housing and
sheitering, in which a or any culture can
or does express itself most successfully
or most happily.Whether called cultural
ecology or not, such studies are relative-
ly frequent and can operate in two ways.
One can show patterns of dwellings - Ye-
meni houses dominating the landscape,
Morocccan urban dwellings snugly fitted
with each other inside a city, a nomadic
camp, an African village - and, from the
visual observation of the settjerments, or
of plans and drawings derived from.
measurements {or scmetimes sketched
ih an impressionistic manner), one can
derive certain conclusions or questions
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PART 1

about the ways of life of the inhabitants.
This can be done because of a variety of
assumptions made, correctly or neot, in
the interpretation of a built envircnment;
for instance, that the location and char-
acter of gates and of other passageways
tells something about privacy, or that
public and private spaces can be identi-
fied by looking at images or drawings. An
exercise in cultural ecclogy can, then,
simply be the transformation of visual im-
pressions or analyses into written, spok-
en, or graphic staterments. Or else (and
this is the second possible procedure)
one ¢an acquire infoermation about a cul-
ture, a human group, from all sorts of
sources - written documents by ot about
that group, orally transmitted acounts,
ethnographic observations, at times rep-
resentations - thentransfer this to imag-
es of dwellings and settlements, and la-
bel the latter with whatever information
has been acquired. Thus, as | know that
male and female quarters are separated
from each other in a conservative and
well-to-do Muslim society, | can under-
stand certain features in the plans of fan-
¢y contemporary houses from Saudi
Arabia which otherwise could have been
imagined in Arizona or any other dry and
warm climatic setting.In short, there is no
methodological nor intellectual problem in
dealing with the term cultural ecology if
one keeps either one of two objectives in
mind: to investigate something which ex-
ists and has been built or used by men
and wornen and to transorm it into state-
ments; alternatively, to begin with verbal
statements and seek avisually percepti-
ble or a sensory setting for whatever has
been read or heard. In both instances
there is a direct process of interpreta-
tion, moving from or to visual material
and ending up with an act of presentation
for others to understand. In either case,
it is a frequently attempted type of schol-
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EDITORIAL

Architectural Leaps in
Arab Countries

By : Dr. Abdelbaki lbrahim

There is no doubt that Arab Countries have witnessed advanced architectural
leaps, though different in their stages.

Although some western critics have described the contemporary architecture in
some arab countties as an architectural circus, however, it does not disprove
the number of trials for presenting some architectural works so appropriate to
the place, in the architect's point of view, despite others' impressicns. The ar-
chitect does not lay down his design on his own , he is obliged, however, by the
owner's requirements and his own view about his building perspective, whether
it meets the designer's concepts or not.

Sometimes they might reach a midpoint, thus, the building would lack the dis-
tinctive architectural identity. In countrie where general knowledge does not
contradict with architectural culture , the architect finds his way paved for crea-
tivity, and the owner gets all his demands. Otherwise we would not have seen all
those creations existing in western countries, although some may find them un-
matchable with cur local environment and the social and economical factors in
arab socieities.

As the international communications grew denser, the artistic values among
people meddled and so their cultural and economic aspirations that became the
steering wheel in architectural design and still the focal architectural thought
and heritage are reflected as shapes and figures with no functional context.
Bubai city has witnessed a number of consequent architectural leaps through a
short period of time where architects from the East and the West competed in
presenting their works, some did not consider the cultural environment of the
place, while others respected the architectural heritage and tried to mix the con-
temporary figures with the inherited ones in a creative architectural form. There-
fore the city has become an open gallery for architecture,

In both cases modern construction technology has been applied, as building
materials, methods of construction, settings, equipment, site planning and land-
scaping, helping the city in entering the international ring, but that was en the
account of their heritage as only very few histeric buildings have been pre-
setved.

The search for a local identity for the arcitecture in Dubai has not reached yet a
statisfactory context. Some architects and owners are still thinking of domes,
vaults, arches and cther Islamic ornaments as the source for architectural crea-
tivity, regardless the time and the place in which they appear. So arches and
mashrabeyas were used one time and sloped roofs another time.

if the contemporary architecture with its creative shapes and dazzeling forms
meets the economic needs and the cultural aspirations, it will, however, become
dull in the future compared with the most dazzeling technologies then, and so
on, the future architecture will continue to dismiss the present one . This would
not happen if the heritage was always the source of inspiration, and only then
the city will keep its values, traditions and character.

As we can see, the car has penetrated the arab city among so many modem
achievements, yet the man's dress still unchanged. And if the dress is the first
house for the human body, so architecture is his second dress.

It is a prevailing phenomena in Dubai that people's language and dress remain
unchanged, while their architecture is facing se many changes which deprived it
from its authenticity and modernism, except for very few examples.

Since local and international festivals always focus on the latest of the cultural
achievements , such as, theatre, cinema, art, portrait, drama and poetry, so it is
time now for the arab architecture to enter into the circle of light of the architec-
tural festivals and expos, so that each ¢ity could present its urban and architec-
tural works to be judged by a qualified jury, and the results should be concluded
in different publications and on tv. screens, it is the responsibility of the Arab
Architects Union... Or is that just a dream’ !
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