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SEA FOOD RESTAURANT PIANO BAR

COME ENJOY THE REAL
[TALIAN ATMOSPHERE.

Rossini Seafood Restaurant
and Piano Bar.

66 Omar Ibn el-Khattab St. Heliopolis Tel: 2918282
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EL- MAWEL NEWS

* CPAS celebrated the new year
which coincided with the termi-
nation of work in the working
drawings of one of its major
Projects. The project, which in-
cludes the preparation of the
designs and working drawings
of four colleges and master
plan of two universities at
Yemen,was financed by the
World Bank. With this accom-
plishment CPAS reaches a high
international standard compet-
ing with foreign consultancy
firms.

* CPAS is particpating in the
preparation of bids for the de-
velopment of five urban areas at
Salalah city in Oman, in collab-
oration with El-Shamfary Of-
fice.

* Arch. Mohamed El-Sayyed
was appointed head of the ar-
chitectural department. CPAS
has also employed a number of
engineers in its different depart-
ments.

* Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim presi-
dent of CPAS, participated in
the seminar organized by the
United Nations Project at the
Ministry of Planning under the
tittle " Location Strategy for Re-
gional Planning ". Dr. Ibrahim
Helmy AbdelRahman, Dr. Is-
mail Sabry Abdallah, Dr. Sultan
Abou Ali, and Dr. Ibrahim Ha-
mouda were among the key
participants in this seminar.

* An Indian student of Archi-
tecture, Miss Sabina , is now
training at CPAS for a period of
6 months as part of her aca-
demic requirements.
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that tossed in the baubles and feath-
ers is played by a management which
insists on passing on the appropri-
ateness of the goods sgid in every
single push cart; even the street jug-
lers are auditioned and scheduled.
ut there is, neverthless, a change
here in the standards of taste that
may be useful.
How could we help the barrio builder
benefit from these two trends - the
acceptance of owner-builder hous-
ing as efficient and a new taste for va-
riability? We already know that the
barrio builder needes security of ten-
ure in order to keep investing his
earnings and his sweat in the build-
ing process. We also know that the
barrio cannot deal with services on
his own; government must make it
possible to get the water lines in, the
sewage disposed of, the trash col-
lected. But we might think about aes-
thetic policy too. the devices which
make an abandoned warehouse in
central Boston look valued and valua-
ble are applicable also to the squatter
settlement. the steps which zigzag
the slopes of the favela can be a visu-
al as well as a stop or a public tele-
phone can be visual evidence that
this neighborhood is cared for, its
residents considered as citizens.
When | put it like this, we see at once
that we are talking politics" the poli-
tics of the aesthetic. Of course, the
institutions which manage economic
and political power are not inclined to
encourage - much less to ornament
and celebrate - the iregularities of ar-
chitecture without architects. John
Turner's work on squatter settle-
ments as " the solution " rather than *
the problem " was taken up by the
World Bank only to be transformed
into the bureaucratized uniformity of
the sites-and-services project.”

Likewise, Socialism has done noth-
ing to support the development of a
vernacular architecture of neighbor-
hoods; indeed, | think it is fair to say
that Socialist governments have built
to glorify both state power and mod-
ernism. Even while the Cuban Revo-
lution was producing an architecture
of elegant and efficient bus stops; its
Housing Ministry was moving to shift

people out of irregular settlements into
large apartment blocks on the Soviet
model.

But the same considerations apply to
any of the " practica! " recommenda-
tions about tenure and water lines we
often find ourselves making. they also
will not happen unless the people of
the barrios have been able to make
their weight felt politically. the public ar-
chitecture of bus stops, telephone
kiosks, and steps responds to neigh-
borhood power in the political system
by celebrating the neighborhood aes-
thetically. But the causality runs both
ways. If the settlements no longer
strike the outsider as " marignal " oras "
disorderly slums ", their political posi-
tion will be at least a little improved. If
their residents do not look like * peas-
ants in the city, " have somewhat clear-
er standing as citizens. Furthermore, |
supporse that the family builders them-
selves may come to be less driven by
pecuniary canons of taste. Neighbor-
hood power, confirmed by neighbor-
hood-centered public amenities, might
support a confident vernacular archi-
tecture of local builders which might -
although not necessarily - incorporate
rural tradition without apology.

Finally, we ourselves might
benefit from experimenting in
the field of aesthetic polities. We
might free up our_part of town
from those agressive highrises,
those uncomfortable plazas
those sheets of glass requiring
expensive summer air condi-
tioning. Let us insist that we will
no longer suffer in obedience to
the aesthetics of corporate pow-
er, but will move to_a more hu-
mane architecture. That will re-
quire our developing approriate
forms of political organization.
To conclude the notion of aes-
thetic politics can lead us in two
directions. One is toward analy-
sis: What are the interests and
purposes that shape aesthetic
yerception ? the second direc-
ion is to suggest for us forms of
action or ways in which the de-
signer can enact social commit-
ment as the very center of prac-

tice.

SYNOPSIS
* Subject of the Issue:

Planning and Construction
concepts in Palestine: written
by Arch. Sobhi Kahawash.
The writer claims that the forth
comming period demands a
new physical strategy focusing
on building new comprehen-
sive towns and villages side by
side with the upgrading of ex-
isting ones.

* Projects of the Issue:

- Supreme Court at Jerusalem
- architect - Kam Kami. (AR

- A New Theater for Cairo Uni-
versity - architect Hosni El-
Aiyouti.

* Architectural Competi-
tion:

Cultural Center at 6th of Octo-
ber City.

* Interior Design:

Rossini Restaurant:- Heliopolis
architect: Ibrahim Naguib Ibra-
him
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fee table with a shiny painted vase or
ornament, and on the wall perhaps a
framed picture of a blond girl with an
automobile. We Americans relished
sleeping in hammocks - cooler, tidier,
space - saving, altogether more ele-
gant that beds. But in almost all the
other ranchos, there would be at
least one bed, although rarely beds
for all (the overflow would have to
sleep in hammocks at the rear). there
might be a refrigerator and modern
stove in the kitchen, although these
were relatively rare, and most people
cooked on kerosene. By the time
one got to the rear of the house, the
public-presentation aspects were
much weaker, and in the back yard
one would find dishwashing going
on in an enamel basin on a deal table
and perhaps a coop of chickens. But
this gradient from front to back, from
the modern and commercial to the
more traditional, was thought of by
the barrio people as a gradient also
from better to inferior.

BUILDING AS A CLAIM TO RE-

SPECT
If one were to ask the planners in Ca-
racas what defined my rancho and its
neighborhood as a "slum", they
would have pointed out a number of
features which appear at first sight to
be objective criteria. One was the
cheap and perishable character of
the materials out of which the dwell-
ing was made: bambeo lath, earth
plaster, whitewash, and corrugated
aluminum - as a visitor from Reynolds
Aluminum later remarked, " the next
rade up from aluminum foil. " But, as
?have said, | loved the fragility of
those materials and the rough tex-
ture of the whitewashed earth walls.
they were even practical: every time |
went interviewing back in the middle-
class parts of town | was struck by
how much cooler our flimsy shelter
by the river was than those more sub-
stantial dwellings. there was also the
absence of running water, sewers,
street paving, trash collection. these
were, indeed, inconveniences. But
they were, strictly speaking, not ex-
act& deficiencies of the housing but
of the system of public provision. the
construction characteristics and the
service deficiencies do, however,
have a common attribute; they repre-
sent atrributes which are devalued
and devaluing. People who live in
this way are thought of as people to
be looked down on. That is why the
energy that goes into housing im-
provement in a barrio like mine is as
much a drive for respect as it is for

comfort.

Even as | continued to love our little
fragile house by the beach, | came to
respect - yes, to admire - the domestic
heroism represented by the evolution
from rancho to quintica, | came to un-
derstand that the quintica with its plas-
tic living room furniture set was part of
a heroic struggle for more than bare
survival: a struggle to assert, to
present, to show forth as a full partici-
pant in the building of a new, modern
city and society. the claim to moderni-
ty was a claim for respect and for citi-
zenship.

Witold Rybczynsk's charming essay
on architecture, the Most Beautiful
House in the World, concludes by
finding that the "most beautiful house
in the world" for him is the house he
built for himself - starting with the idea
of a boat shed, and gradually evolving
into a habitation. It is beautiful be-
cause it carries a freight of personal
associations, meanings, evocations -
what the Japanese aesthetic would
call " suggestion “. Rybszndki speaks
of " the moving loveliness of human
occupation, of a place transformed, "
and he sees that the house built by its
owner is most likely to carry purely and
intensely this sense of the shaping
human hand and vision. He notes that
"Building your own home - and inha-
biting a space of your own making - is
considered by most to be a luxury, “
and adds in a footnote: " Paradoxical-
ly, it is a luxury that almost all poor
people in the so-called underdevel-
oped world enjoy *.

e is right, of course - in a way. But
there are some issues he is missing.
As one who has live among squatters
by the Orinoco, and as one who later
designed and built my own little
house on a hill in Vermont (my most
beautiful house), | think | can speak
somewhat to those issues. they are
not, as | have said, simply issues of ru-
dimentary materials, or of lack of ser-
vices. they are issues of social con-
text and, there-force, of social
meanin% the personal meaning that
my rancho had for me, fragile beauty
at the human scale, was not violated
by a sense of social inferiority. Neither
the respect of others for me, nor my
own respect for myself, was tied to
pecuniary canons of taste with re-
spect to the house. Indeed, the very
fact that the house was a rancho
made a kind of statement about
where my allegiances lay in the pro-
ject world, whic | like making. the con-
text for my neighbors was different.

—EQ”LT”J—“UEQJ@_

SOME [IMPLICATIONS FOR

URBAN DESIGN

In the several decades since | lived
beside the Orinoco some things
have changed for the better with re-
spect to the context of squatter
building. In the first place, thanks to
the work of John Turner and others,
it has become widely understood
that incremental building by familes,
with whatever paid labor they choose
to employ, is both an economically
efficient and a more user-adpative
form of building that the government
project. the economics of scale
promised by government materials
and directed building have largely
been shown to be as illusory as the
economics of scale promised earlier
by prefabrication. the result of mass
design and government building has
been smaller and costlier dwellings
than those which people are general-
ly able to mobilize for themselves. In
any event, governments have nei-
ther the will nor the resources to
build for all, and " second-best solu-
tions" comprising interventions into
an essentially private building pro-
cess are what is in the realm of the
possible. This set of understanding
has now bee widely diffused through
the urban-ﬁlanning professions.
Another change in context has oc-
curred in the aesthitics of modern ur-
ban design, at least in the developed
world. the large and gleaming is still
the mark of prestige building, but
along with this aesthtic has come an
interest in evoking the historic involv-
ing the renovation of trees. Govern-
ment here shows its power not by
dramatizing the State via cleared
space and monumental structure,
but by its capacity to manage and
regulate the more dense, diversified,
and interlinked functional order asso-
ciated with the market. This approach
affirms variety and activity within the
regulated form. | am told that when
Rouse brings in a model of a new
shopping area, his staff tosses in a
handful or so of feathers and bright
plastics.

We have to be clear that this new
aesthetic approach has not so far,
and probably wil never, come to em-
brace real freedom for variable build-
ing or building that is detectably that
of poor people. In the shopping area
that Rouse designed for Boston, the
role taken in the model by the hand

7
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AESTHETIC POLITICS :
SHANTY - TOWN OR
NEW VERNACULAR?
LISA R. PEATTHIE

This article reviews the aesthetic
politics around Third World popu-
lar settlements. | review first the
way settlements are "seen" in the
literature of academic analysis.
Then | show how it was possible
for me to see the fragile beauty in
aquarter dwelling and why this
perception was impossible for
others. Finally, | suggest how de-
signers could help legitimize the
claim of poor people to the city by
aesthetic politics.

A SOCIETY WITH A SINGLE
AESTHETIC

Neither the architects and urban de-
signers of the development agency
nor the squatter-builders by the Ori-
noco had such an alternative aesthet-
ic for reference. Both the agency
Eeople and the squatters, of course,
new about and could refer to tradi-
tional rural building. The bamboo and
earth walls of my little house could be
explained as drawing on tradition for
practicality; like the sheet aluminum
roof, they were a leastcost solution.
But the builders did not need to paint
the door and shutters blue, was the
cement floor that wonderful marbly
green, or run that band of dark red
along the base of the wall. Each of
these thouches may well have
evoked family, childhood, some
swept-earth yard with a clump of ba-
nanas. But they could not take the
same satisfaction in these evocations
that the Emperor does in his justly fa-
mous earth-wall tea house. For the
Venezuelans, " Progress " sum-
mons, and Progress was pricey and
lastic.

or could the resort to traditional be
established as part of a communal
“folk" tradition separate from the
tastes of the elite. The context for
building, as for other activities, was
more than simply local, and the
neighborhood had neither the inter-
nal integration nor the self-defining
qualities that we think of when we
speak of a “community”. Organizers
and local leaders out to mobilize work
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The Emperor of Japan's

on a water line or a meeting center of-
ten spoke of the neighborhood as " a
community", but the term was more an
organizational device than a descrip-
tion. Among the less than five hun-
dred residents, many were recent arri-
vals, and it was not the case that
everyone knew everyone else. The
collective endeavors to build this or
that “community;dprojecl never in any
instance engaged the participation of
more than in tiny fraction of the local
residents. Political allegiances
reached outside the local; there were
active members of the dominant
Accion Democratica Party and the mi-
nority parties, and there were, | knew,
people who listened to the clandes-
tine radio station and aided the guerri-
las. Peoples' plans for their children
did not involve staying in place but
getting educated, moving up. The
aesthetics of building were shaped
accordingly; they were formed by a
view of the world as changing, as of-
fering opportunities for individual
progress, as being a place in which
one looked beyond the neighbor-
hood in space and away from the past
in time for models of success.

The owners of the little house would
have been even more nonplussed
than the planners back in Caracas has
| tried to tell them of my feelings about
their home. (they accepted our offer
of a little over a thousand dollars cash
without hesitation, and began packing
up their few pieces of furniture to

tea house at Katsura

move to another squatter area a
couple of miles away. As a parting
gift, they presented us with a see-
dling of an almendron tree, growing
in a coffee can). People in my barrio
did not romanticize the fragile, the ru-
ral, or the traditional. Both the build-
ing technique and the style of the
house we bought evoked small-
settlement roots, but to the builders
the solution was dictated by poverty.
Any family with a regular source of in-
come would try as

rapdily as possible to replace the
bamboo and earth walls with cement
block, and the existing style, with its
overhanging roof shading a paved
corridor, with an ornamental facade
something like the false-front archi-
tecture of old Western towns. A little
more economic leeway and there
would be a front garden with orna-
mental metal fencing and metal grilles
over the windows. Such a house
would no longer be called by the rath-
er deprecating term of rancho, but
could be called a quintica, a poor
man's imitation of the rich man's quin-
ta. The theme of modern aspirations,
which made the street from of the
quintica so important, could rarely be
carried all the way through the house
from front to back, but people would
do what they could. Almost invariably
the front room had couple of modern
plastic chairs, perhaps a sofa, a cof-
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EDITORIAL

Authorship and Publishing Movement

Dr. Abdel baki Ibrahim

Many a time it has been said that the Arabic Library is lacking of architectural and
planning publications ... of books, magazines or researches and studies ... But
here, we must commend the great effort made and being made by several of the
Arab architects, sither those residing in the Arab World or in immigration ... and if
the Arab publication houses are not very concerned with architectural and plan-
ning publications with the execuse that the book market in those areas is mea-
gre, yet the western publishing houses eagerly seeking to publish all what is new
in this field without hasitation, as the architectural and planning book has its
readers from the public and the specialized students and scholers.

The British library attraacted most of the architectural books, followed by the
French, German Libraries and other languages. The Arabic Library comes at the
tail of the List, although the Arab World has previously given the International civ-
ilization many of the architectural and urban sciences that are acknowledged by
scientific institutions all over the world... This is why some of the Arab architects
have sought to publish their works and production in other languages of which are
English and French.... So, the thought,of Hassan Fathy and his works appeard in
toreign publications, and ncne of his work has appeared in Arabic except " Arab
architects " - Hassan Fathy which was published by the Center for Planning and
Architectural Studies in Cairo aamong its nine Arabic publications. Subsequently
comes the works of Iraqi; architect Rafa Al-Jadergi, in English represented in his
first book (Taha Street - Smith and Hammer) in which he presents his scientific
and profassional history. Then his book (Impressions and Influences) in which
he laid down the essence of his thoughts from his long and rich experience in ar-
chitectural production. Subsequent to his production thoughts, comes what was
published on the Iraqi architect Dr. Mohamad Makiya, in Britain, under the title
(Post Islamic Classcism) written by Kanaan Makiya, in which he explains the ar-
chitectural philosophy of Makiya and his adherence to root the cultural values of
Islamic architecture in the contemporary architecture. After that comes that huge
volume on the works of Basil EI-Bayati, also published in English in which he ex-
poses samples of his architectural and artistic works which takes a new creative
trend, correlating between several artistic trends, translating some of the relig-
ious texts into architectural formations especially in his design of The Mosque of
the University of King Saud in Rhiyad.

From lraq, also, the architect Akil Nuri El-Malahwish has written his book in Arabic
language on modem architecture in Iraq. The book was printed and published in
Iraq, thus lacking that is provided by printing and publishing houses in Western
Countries. The book itself is rich in scientific and historical documentation of ar-
chitectural and urban development in Iraq. The scientific and cultural activities in
authorship and publication continue without stopping; and at last Dr, Salma El-
Damlougi- ... who is a young Iragi architect, has come-up with a substantial num-
ber of architectural writings.

In Her first book, in English, on Hadramout architecture, she presents the design
basis of snvironmental buildings. She exposas the interaction between the hu-
man - being and the environment in urban development in the Shibam Region,
South of Yemen. She has recorded this experience while doing her work in the
United Nations program in this region... Later, when her work took her to Moroc-
co, ; she produced her other bock, in English, on (Zeleij) which is an earthern mo-
saic that cover most of the private and public buildings in Morocco...Salma El-
Damlougi then presents her third book in English on the architectural phases of
man and urbanity in Yemen.

Wae should also mention, on this occassion the book of architect Basem Hakim on
the Islamic city. If we follow the same theme, we must mention the scietific pro-
duction of CPAS by the writer of this idea, represented in the books published by
the Center. Finally architect Salah Zeitoun issued his expected book on the
twentieth century architecture.
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