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OPEN HOUSE Arab Urban Futures

Development, Architecture and Planning in the Arab and Islamic World

ISSN 1350 - 651X Vol. 1 No. 1 1994

AIMS AND SCOPE.

Open House - Arab Urban Futures is an Arabic

international refereed Joumal with English
summaries, It addresses the related aspects of
policy in both Urban and Rural Development
relating to design, construction, administration,
finance and management of Middle East and
North African Cities and Settlements.

In particular the jourmal s dedicated to
Architecture and Planning in the Arab and
Islamic World to be accessible to practioners and
academics for publishing their wark in Arabic.

The alm Is to create and manage an Arabic
network of professionals who can directly
contribute to the development goals of the Middle
East and Northemn Africa in the Arabic language.
This will lead to the discussion and criticism on
Development, Architecture and Planning in the
Arab and Islamic World. In co-operation with
various Centres throughout the Middles East this
initiative will move towards a co-ordinated union
of professionals with an understanding of the
dynamics and realities of the Arab and I[slamic
built environment and who can thus contribute
more effectively to it.

1994 January to December - Subscription price for 4 issues post/pack paid.

Algeria Bahrain BD 14.00
Kuwait KD 14.00 Libya LD 13.00
Saudi Arabia SR 130 Syria

UAE Europe GBP 30.00
SUBCRIPTION FORM
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Morocco
Tunisia
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US$ 50.00

I wish to subscribe to Open House - Arab Urban Futures and enclose proof
of paymnet and address details below.

INBITHE S, vopvco sesommsmssussssi siiivinmimssmonpenss

Payment to be made to URBAN INTERNATIONAL PRESS at the ARAB
BANK, Account No: 1003-006243-300 at your local Branch. The account is
held at 118 Kensington High Street, London W8 7SD. Proof of payment and
address detalls must be sent to: The Editor, N. Wilkinson, CARDO, School
of Architecture, The University, Newcastle on Tyne, NE 1 7RU, UK.
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School of Architecture, The University, Newcastle upon Tyne,
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EL- MAWEL NEWS

- In accordance with the scientific coop-
eration program between CPAS and the
architectural department at Hudders-
field University - England ... The Depart-
ment is sending the third year students
in training session at CPAS at the end
of March 1994. The students will re-
ceive lectures and meet some of the
eminent architects and intellects in

Egypt.

- Mr. Moftah Ramadan from the Libyan
Organization for Physical Planning
payed a visit to CPAS to finalize an
agreement for training the employees of
the Libyan physical planning depart-
ment . The training course will extend
for 8 months including lectures, work-
shop, and applying projects. The pro-
gram is financed by UN Habitat.

- An agreement was signed with the
Arab Contractors for Investment to pre-
pare the Pre-investment studies for the
Company's Project on the Nile Corniche
at Maadi. The task includes its reformu-
lation into an integrated administrative,
commercial, recreational, cultural, tour-
ist center to serve the city of Cairo.

- Dr. Abdelbaki |Ibrahim president of
CPAS visited Kuwait on the 18th of No-
vember 1993 to receive the award he
was granted for Scientific Achievement.
He also gave a lecture under the title of
" Contemporary and Genuine features in
Islamic Architecture ".

- Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim participated as
a key speaker in the Spontaneous
Housing Seminar held at the premises
of the Engineers Society at Cairo on 10/
3/1993. He has also participated in the
Seminar organized by the Arab Minister
of Housing Council under the title
"Physical Planning in the framework of
Comprehensive NationalPlans ".

- Engineers Mohamed El-Magqaleh and
Abdallah El Mery from the engineering
department of Sanaa University partici-
pated in the training course organized
by CPAS on Managment of Housing
Projects, in the framework of an agree-
ment with their University &
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SYNOPSIS

Subject of the Issue:

" Architecture of the Five Tigers Land
Part 3" The editor ends up his interest-
ing tour in the five tigers land in Indo-
nesia. He takes us around its beautiful
islands with its resorts and hotels sur-
rounded by natural greenery. Then, he
visits the city center with its high rise
towers overlooking low collective build-
ings reflecting the traditional way of life
and love for beauty and cleanliness. Fi-
nally the editor calls the Egyptian and
arab architects to look to the east with
which we share a lot, instead of the
west,

Projects of the Issue:

Theme:Educational Institutes.
* Nursing School and Doctors and
Nurses Dormitory - Ain Sham University
Hospital architects : Dr. Mohd. Kamel
and Dr. Shafaque el Wakile. The build-
ing compliments the existing Universi-
ty hospital. Thus it was important to re-
alize a functional complex that
integrates with its surrounding and ex-
presses itself,

* Islamic Studies College for Girls and
Students Hostel - El Azhar University -
{ architects Dr. Eiz EI-Dine Fahmy, Dr.
Hussien Abbas. The main target for the
designers in the task was to develop a
structure than reflects Islamic archi-
tectural character without interfering
with the functional and social require-
ments of the building.

* Development of the High Institute of
Nursing basic design: Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency (JICA). The
project includes the construction of the
school building, dormitory and garage
equipped with mechanical, electrical
and air conditioning systems and also
provision of educational equipment and
furniture.

Technical Article :

* " Design Criteria for Medical Colleg-
i es". Edited from a text by Dr. Mohd.
| EzzElDine ®
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ports the health and efficiency of
people, the Prophet emphasises
cleanliness as a fundamental habit of
the Muslim's daily life. He says, "
Cleanliness is half of faith."

The Islamic principle of preventing
the destruction or abuse of any natu-
ral element that provides benefit (i.e.
food, shade, etc.) for others

aims also to protect people's rights
(e.g. utilisation) to the natural envi-
ronment. Therefore, man should not
distort natural elements; they should
remain permanently suitable for hu-
man life and settlement. Nor should
he use natural resources irrationally
or in such a way as to destroy other
resources or spoil their habitats and
food bases. For instance, water as a
basic natural element, is, according to
the Quran (i.e. Sus. 21:30 2:164,
6:99, etc), created as the source and
origin of life. Then this element
should be preserved by avoiding any
action or element that spoils it. Simi-
larly, air is created for the perpetua-
tion and preservation of life. It is also
ancther clear evidence for God's om-
nipotence, bounty, provision and
perfection (i.e. Qur'an, Su. 21:164),
thus, it should be kept pure and un-
polluted. Cheminal and biological
products that could directly or indi-
rectly damage natural elements are
forbidden by Islam. This is also ap-
plied to noise, wastes, exhaut gases,
radicactive substances, insecticides
and other pesticides and intoxicants.
The intention of this law is to pre-
serve the harmony that is provided in
the natural environment. Indeed, the
Qur'an stresses the preservation of
this harmony and says that whatever
God has created in this universe was
created in due proportion and meas-
ure both quantitatively and qualita-
tively.It says, "Every single thing is
before His sight, in (due) proportion “
(Qur'an, Su. 13.8) And, "It is He Who
created all things, and ordered them

in due proportions " (Qur'an, Su.
25.2)

The harmony God has provided in na-
ture symbolises His greatness,
hence guides man to meditate upon
and contemplate God. Therefore, it is
a responsibility of man to preserve
this ecological order.

This law is also meant to maintain not
only the right of everyone to natural
elements such as air but also its quali-
ty. It prohibits the spoiling of natural
air by smoke, and it considers caus-
ing a nuisance to others by smoke as
an act of damage. To Muslim jurists,
smoke of any kind is considered
harmful because of the reference in
the Qur'an to it as a "penalty grie-
vous", The Quran says. "Then waich
you thou for the Day that the sky will
bring forth a kind of smoke (or mist)
plainly visible enveloping the people:
this will be a penalty grievous"
(Quran, Su. 44:10,11.)

Similar to smoke, offensive odour or
excessive smell and any source
which creates it, should not be al-

lowed to offend others. The origin of
this injuction is the Prophet's exclu-
sion of those who have eaten onions
and garlic from attending the
mosque. He says, "Those who have
eaten it should not come near our
mesjid {mosque). If you have to eat it,
then cook it first. " Ibn Al-Rami men-
tioned particularly that this hadith was
followed in most jurists' ruling regard-
ing the removal of garbage, effluent,
and sources of unpleasant smells to
neighbours.

Moreover, any source that generates
extreme heat and disturbs others is
disapproved. In one of many tradi-
tional incidents that are included in B.
Hakim's study on the traditional built
environment of Arab Muslims, a
judge ordered a householder to re-
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move an oven in his house as its con-
siderable heat penetrated the chim-
ney wall and caused offence to a
neighbour.

Also noise is regarded as a harm
which should be prevented. Several
traditional jurists disallowed any
source of noise that caused discom-
fort to others. In a lawsuit, a person
was prevented from constructing a
stable next to his house because the
animals' movement during the day
and night prevented neighbours from
sleeping. But at the same time, some
jurists allowed the source of noise in
the house if it was very necessary for
the livelihood of its inhabitants, yet
this ruling was not absolute especially
if the noise was associated with vibra-
tion. There was as common agree-
ment among Muslim jurists that vibra-
tion which caused damage to
neighbours or their houses was not al-
lowed and should be prevented. In
one of the cases, a person in Tunis
was ordered by a judge to remove a
door in his house due to the vibration

and discomfort it caused to neigh-
bours by its creaking and slamming.

CONCLUSION:

Shari'ah, through its sources, has set
up certain principles to follow in the
natural environment in order to sup-
port certain social values of Islam.
Preservation, while utilisation of natu-
ral resources, is the principle in which
Shari'ah has defined the relationship
between man and nature.

Islam has not established these princi-
ples to control oppressively the free-
dom of people in the physical context.
Instead, Islam aims to clarify and se-
cure people's rights and duties, and
thus create an atmosphere of co-
operation and peace &
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ON THE CONSERVATION OF THE NATURAL

ENVIRONMENT: THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
DR. HISHAM MORTADA

INTRODUCTION:
Islam has set up a responsibility for
man towards the natural environment.
This responsibility evolves from the
role of man as God's Khalifa (inheritor
or vicegerent) on earth.

In this regard, the Quran says, " He is
that has made you inheritors in the
earth: if, then, any do reject (Allah),
their rejection (works) against them-
selves" (Qur'an, Su. 35:39.) In their
research on the Islamic principles re-
garding conservation of the natural
environment, Abou Bakr Ba Kader, et
al,, interpreted this Qur'anic verse to
mean that man is only a manager of
the earth and not a proprietor, a be-
neficiary and not an ordainer. They
said, " God has created all the sourc-
es of life and resources of nature so
that man may realise the following ob-
jectives:

a) contemplation and worship,

b) inhabitation and construction,

c) utilisation, and d) enjoyment and
appreciation of beauty.

Man's responsibility towards the natu-
ral environment as emphasised in
shari'ah can be framed within the two
principles: utilization of natural re-
sources and preservation of the natu-
ral balance.

UTILISATION OF NATURAL

RESOURCES

According to shari'ah the utilisation
and sustainable use of natural re-
sources and elements is the right and
privilege of all people. This right is to a
certain degree considered by Islam as
an obligation. Both

the Qur'an and sunnah stress this
right or benefit in commanding Mus-
lims for example to restore derelict

lands and act as good stewards of na-
ture. In fact, the Qur'an makes it clear
that the relationship between man
and nature is a relationship of utilisa-
tion and development. It says,
Behold! In the creation of the heav-
ens and the earth; in the alteration of
the night and the day: in the sailing of
the ships through the ocean for the
profit of mankind; in the rain which
Allah sends down from the skies, and
the life which He gives therewith to an
earth that is dead; in the beasts of all
kinds that He scatters through the
earth; in the change of the winds, and
the clouds which they trail like their
salves between the sky and the earth
(Here) indeed are signs for a people
that are wise (Qur'an, Su 2:164)

In another verse the Quran also says,
It is He who sendeth down rain from
the skies; with it We produce green
(crops), out of which We produce
grain, heaped up (at harvest); out of
the date palm and its sheath (or
spathes) (come) clusters of dates
hanging low and near: and (then
there are) gardens of grapes, and ol-
ives, and pomegranates, each similar
(in kind) yet different (in variety):
When they begin to bear fruit, feast
your eyes with the fruit and the ripe-
ness thereof. Behold ! in these
things there are signs for people who
believe (Qur'an, Su 6:99.)

In a hadith indirectly reveals the com-
mand of the sunnah to benefit from
available natural resources, the
Prophet says, "On Doomsday, if any-
one has a shoot in hand, he should
plant it".

While Islam supports utilising local
natural resources and elements, it

disapproves of any selfishness asso-
ciated with this utilisation.

Natural resources have been provid-
ed by God for the welfare of all peo-
ple. The monetary benefit derived
from these resources should, there-
fore, permeate to all people and
should not under any circumstances
be allowed to be diverted to certain
individuals of groups. Islam also dis-
approves of harm that could be inflict-
ed upon others as a result of this utili-
sation.

PRESERVATION OF THE
NATURAL BALANCE:

Although Islam asks people to benefit
from the natural environment for their
living necessities, it requires them to
maintain it. Many Qur'anic verses and
Prophetic hadiths command Muslims
not to abuse or damage plants and
animals. For example, a Qur'anic
verse that underlines the obligation
of protecting nature says, "There is
not an animal (that lives) on the eanh,
nor a being that flies on its wings, but
(forms part of) communities like
you"(Qur'an, Su. 6:38.) In a similar
verse (Qur'an, Su. 6:59). God tells us
that all creatures are of His domain,
and not a leaf falls but by His will. Both
verses are testimonies to the fact that
natural creatures and elements are
co-inhabitants on this universe and
are to be treated as communities as
humans and should not be harmed.
Likewise, the Prophet not only pro-
hibited damaging natural elements
such as cutting trees, but alsoc men-
tioned that irresponsibility in doing so
is a severe act. In an attempt to main-
tain a clean environment that sup-
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Editorial

A Lesson From Britain in the

Preservation of Heritage

Dr. Abdelbaki lbrahim

They say, seek knowledge even from China ... Hence, it would not be bad to get it
from Britain ... which is presenting for us models of preserving historical buildings and
their reuse. If the subject has extensively been researched by Universities and Re-
search centers, its application, however, is still in the hands of those who have the
authority of decision in the Antiquities Organization..... Concepts of this issue has
been confused amongst many who persue this activity and call for the necessity of
preservation of archaelogical heritage in Egypt.... Some of them focus their attention
on renovation, others see the necessity for reviving the historical buildings after res-
toration, and those who see the necessity for upgrading the architectural standard of
the surroundings. There are also seme who pledge contribution of the Society in this
activity, and others who call for development of laws and regulations that help in
achievemnent of the cultural goals while others claim that the problem is basically eco-
nemical and financial.

All of these are views that are supplemented by some observations and recollections,
but have no connection with realities, practically and applicably, since the research
bodies are searching for themselves. The universities are still preparing scientific
thesis through their students, leaving the gap wide between academic researches
and practical application ... Some plea that problems in Egypt have no similarity to
any natien in The World. This is considered natural, but the curriculums and methods
are the same, and the directions of UNESCO are identical, the difference only being in
the materials and methods of renovations, and not in the technique of renovation it-
self, since the Tunisian renovators are working on restoration of historical buildings in
the Gulf States, and the Morrocan renovators are performing the restoration work in
the countries in South East Asia. The ltalians, Spanish, Germans and Polish are per-
forming these tasks in Egypt.... and Egypt, owner of that enormous archaelogical her-
itage, does not have the ample number of renovators or technicians. The architectural
professional and scientific organizations look as quetioning spectators upon this sub-
ject, while the world has realized the importance of preserving historical buildings, and
has devoted special schools for this purpose. The very near example to us is the Mid-
die East University in Ankara, Turkey ... We also have several examples presented
by Britain through its organization and authorities that sponser architectural educa-
tion in the form of The Royal Organization for Arts and Architectural Education. In its
exposition that is now circuling the world, it is presenting samples of several of the lo-
cal municipalities and architecture works which are all aimed at preserving the cultural
heritage of The State. Along with its exposition, it is presenting the legeslative and le-
gal frame that helps in pushing forward renovating operations and the preservation of
historical buildings. Then we see Britain presenting its experiments through develop-’
ment organizations that deal with Old areas in the old port of London and the old port
of Liverpool. It is also presenting samples of historical buildings in London  Glasgow,
Nottingham, Brighton and other cities. These experiments are supported by a collec-
tion of video tapes showing leaders of craft workers and building works. Where are we
from these activities in Egypt 7?

The difference between advanced and underdevelopped countries is mainly in the or-
ganizational and administrative skills, more than it is in the technical and legislation
aspects. It is also in the cultural level of the masses and subsquently in the decision
makers. This represents a heavy burden on the underdevelopped countries that still
have a high percentage of illitrates. This shows the importance of the Media role,
which lacks activators. The least thing would be for the scientific, educational and
professional organizations to carry out this important role and not to confine them-
selves to theoretical aspects and in the end most of the responsibility lies on profes-
sors of architecture and urban planning, as they are the most able to move and with a
stronger impact. Their effectiveness still lacks the organized work supported by seri-
ousness, sacrifice and bearing responsibility. There are so many cultural organiza-
tions and other professional , scientific and academic societies that by their unity
could raise the standard of responsibility.

This is the lesson derived from the example presented by the British expertise for the
presetvation of historical buildings and their reuse . On the other hand their is another
lesson from Islam teachings that encourage work without expecting anything except
the blessings of Allah. The almighty says : * Work as Allah will see your work ... and
his profit and the believers ". If we cannot learn from Britain .... we should at least fol-
low the teachings of Islam &
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