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Al Mawel News

* CPAS had received many applica-
tions for Hassan Fathy's International
Symposium for Architecture for the
Poor, and that was after the dead line
specified for that, Also several arab
embassies in Cairo interestly requested
to join the conference.

* A united nation expert will atiend
Hassan Fathy's symposium as a repre-
sentive for the Habitat. ‘The center had
invited his execellency Dr. Abd Al-
Qadir Koshak the general secretariat for
the Organization of Islamic Capitals
and Cities to attend this symposium
that is organized by the Society of Re-
viving Architectural & Planning Heri-
tage under the auspices of Eng. Hasa-
ballah El-Kafrawy Minister of Housing
and Reconstruction,

* Fng. Osama Amir joined the center
construction sites supervision group,
to prepare a team of supervisor for the
center's projects abroad, of which are
the educational colleges in Sana‘a, Al-
Hodaida Touz and Aden in Yemen.

* CPAS has altered its internal regula-
tions to be compatiable with the in-
creasing number of projects the center
is preparing intemally and exiernally
and to face the load the growing scien-
tific activities and training pro-
grammes.

* At the end of the siudy visit pro-
gramme, organized by the center for
forty-five senior students of the archi-
tectural department in Huddersfield
University in England, a similar re-
quest to CPAS was made by the archi-
tectural department of Shiutgart Uni-
versity in Germany to organize a
similar programme for their students,
since the center had hosted the gradute
studies students of Islamic Architecture
from Harvard university in England and
the International study center for hous-
ing studies in Rotierdam Holland and
several other Arab countries.

* The Center is preparing to republish
a three collections of new planning
manuals sponsered by the General Or-
ganization of Physical Planning after
revising and updating the material,
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Fig. 2 Dennavens audd Aleppo

A scheeatic iffustration of the process of treniforeming the colennuded everue of entiguity infi the Sug of

medicval Iskim

Fuwh to the Zuwaylah gate {(shari al-
Mv'izz). He is also reported to have
asked the Shaf i judge to rule in demo-
lishing all encroachments on streets and
lanes, whether they were buildings,
wooden structures, or built up benches.
At a still later date (978/15700 at Medi-
na, we have the case of a person who
asked the court to have the widih of the
street in front of his house measured be-
fore he rebuilt the house. So that, ac-
cording to him, no one would afterwards
claim that he had encroached on a portion
of the street. This case is very significant
in that it shows that there were constant
disputes on this matter among the inhab-
itants and that such encroachments fre-
quently occured.

In factm one might say that we could not
have the distinctive physical characteris-
tics that we now cobserve in these cities
without such a continuous and gradual
practice.

To illustrate how this practice within
the Arab-Muslim city took form on the

physical level, we may cite the case of
the streets of Damascus which had been
transformed and in many cases closed and
turned into deadend streets (Fig. 2 & 3).
The street and land subdivision plan of
old Medina is another example (Fig. 6).
From there one can point out many in-
stances that were probably the result of
such a practice. (Figs. 7 & 8).

By virtue of the evidence presented here,
the transformation in city form and pat-
tern alluded to by von Grunebaum and de-
scribed by Sauvaget in Damascus and
Aleppo, this transformation can be ac-
counted for with reasons more decisive
than a mere lack of authority or instabili-
ty. In effect, we have shown that the be-
liefs and conceptions of the cities inhabi-
tants played a major role in such a
transformation. Most of these concep-
tions and beliefs seem to have continued
over a long span of time. In the context
of the city of Medina, for instance, spatial
main- conceptions seem to have been
taincd up to the present.

SYNOPSIS
* Subject of the Issue:

* Architectural Education " written
by Arch. Ashraf M. Salama. The
writer analyses the architectural
education system starting with the
Beaux - Arts and Bauhaus Models
ending with the modern educa-
tional concepts: Machine Age Ed-
ucation and System Age Educa-
tion. Finally, he turns to the
architectural education in Egypt -
its cons and pros-accentuatingthe
importance of developing current
curricula to suit the needs of the
society.

Projects of the Issue:

- Hotel Forte Grand Pyramids - Cai-
ro. Architectural Consultant:
A F.AM. Structural Consul-
tant:ACT The project included the
redesign and extension of the
Holiday Inn Hotel after it was badly
hit by fire. Great efforts wre done
by all parties. Consultants, engi-
neers, contractors, subcontractors
and workers, inorder to reach this
mar vllous achievement that we

are really proud of.

- Private House at Sharm El-
Sheikh - Egypt architect : Adel
Mokhtar. The architect designed
this as a holiday house for his fami-
ly using traditional building maten-
als and techniques.

Competition of the Issue:
"Design of the Syndicate of Engi-
neers Clubhouse at Assuot * - the
three winning projects are illustrat-
ed in the issue.

Computer Reviews:
-Computer Networks.
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(Fig. 3,4.5) suggest a very difficult and
important question: starting from two or
more quite different urban pattemn. how
did Arab-Muslim society develop cities of
a similar pattern and distinctly similar
character?

‘T'o begin with, it is clear that we lack the
necessary information to show how this
iransformation took place specifically in
Damascus and Aleppo. However, in the
following few pages, we will provide evi-
dence to account for this incremental pro-
cess of change on the basis of certain
conceplions and beliefs held by the inhab-
itants of these cities. We look at some of
the elements of the traditional urban pat-
ternt and architecture of Arab-Muslim cit-
ies; specially the elements related to the
resident's conception of space and the
right of way. Through the analysis of
several legal opinions of traditional Mus-
lim scholars of the Maliki school, and
several court cases drawn from Tunis and
Medina (Saudi Arabia), we will show
how these issues affecied the physical
form of the traditional Arab-Muslim city.
Then, in the last section, we try to show
in the context of Medina how these con-
ceptions and concerns persisted up to the
present day. This suggests that these be-
liefs and conceptions provide the underly-
ing structure or the system of arrange-
ments within which we can define and
understand the incremental process of
change in the Arab-Muslim city.

The Right of Way.
In the city, Muslim law distinguishes the
through street (Shari , tariq al-muslimin),
the public way in which all people have
the right of way, from the land or cul-de-
sac (tarig ghayr nafidh, sikkah, zugag,
which most jurists consider a private road
appertaining to its surrounding proper-
lics. A notion complementary to this is
that of the fina, an open space around or
along a building, which in the conception
of most Muslim jurists is considered part
property. of the

Throughfares

Supervising and maintaining the sugs and
throughfares is the responsibility of the
muhtasib. In detailing his obligations,
the manuals specify that he must keep
from the streets and suqs of the Muslims

anything that may cause them to be dirty,
or make them dark, or narrow... They go
even further and provide specific rules for
maintaining streets and the flanking build-
ings. To gquote only one of our sources,
Ibn Al-Ukhuwwah. {d. 729/1329):
* in narrow streets, traders must not set
outseats or benches beyond the line of
pillars supporting the roof of the suq so as
to cbstruct the way for passersby. The
prolongation of wooden beams and pro-
jections the planting of trees, and the
building of benches are forbidden in nar-
row streets, the way through the suq being
common property through which the pub-
lic has the right to pass... so also the teth-
ering of animals is forbidden excepl as re-
quired for alighting and mounting,
Sweeping refuse into the passageway,
scattering melonskins and sprinkling wa-
ter, which may cause slipperiness... these
are all forbidden ... water spouts may not
be allowed to project from walls 50 as to
cause defilement of the clothes of passers-
by and obstruct the streets. Rain water and
mud must be swept away from the streets
and its the duty of the muhtasibs to com-
pel people to take care of such matters. "
The encroachment on public or private
non-built property is forbidden by the Tra-
dition of the Prophet which states: ™ He
who may appropriate without right one
palm of ground will be yoked by God of
seven grounds at the day of Resurrection.
" However, this prohbition did not charac-
terize all the Jurisdictions or opinions of
the Muslim jurists. Even jurists belong-
ing to (he same school had different opin-
ions on issues of trespassing or the appro-
priation of portions of the streets,
Sahnun {d. 240)/854 ) was asked about an
individual who had appropriated a portion
of the public road within his house. His
neighbours had neglected to denounce the
act until twenty years later. Should he be
permitted to keept it? The jorist replied
that if the matter was proved, then he had
to give back what he had taken since the
right of way could not be obstructed. [bn
Kinanah (d. 186/802) gave the same opin-
ion on a similar case and suggested that
the authorities should punish anyone who
had acted in this way. In another case re-
ported by Tbn Wahb (d. 197/813) the jurist
Rabiah {d. 136/753) was asked whether or

not an individual who had built a mosque
in his house could encroach on the street.
Rabi'ah responded that he had no right to
do so. Malik, however, would not have
objected if no harm was caused and the
right of way was not hindered. Ashhab {d.
2(34/819) was asked about an individual
who had built a house which encroached
on the road by one or two cubils. After
the house was built, the neighbour facing
it on the other side of the road objected on
the grounds that the road was the fina of
his house; he demanded the demolition of
what had been built there. Ashhab replied
that it should be demolished. However, in
another case, where the house crept on a
fina which was spacious and unoccupied
and where the street was not touched by
the action. Ashhab had the opinion that
the owner would not be obliged to have
the building demolished since the way
was large and entirely open, and the
building did not cause any damage.
Asbagh had the same opinion even of a
house which encroached on the street,
When asked about it, he stated that. " ..
if the road is very wide and the encroach-
ment is very small in comparison to its
width so that it will cause no real damage,
I think that it should not be demolished
and that one must not worry ". The au-
thority here invoked was that of Imar b.
al-Khattab {d. 23/644} who attributed the
ownership of spaces in front of houses to
the owner of the houses.

These cases clearly show the concem of
Muslim jurists about the right of way and
their underlying agreement on not nArrow-
ing the way, hindering circulation or caus-
ing damage to the public. Both continu-
ous concern of the jurists about these
questions and the large number of hypo-
thetical cases posed in the books of figh
suggest that such appropriations did take
place. At a later time than these jurists,
Ibn Al-Rami (d. 734/1334) indicates that
such a practice was very common in Tu-
nis. He states that be ordered several times
to demolish buildings and wooden strug-,
tures which encroached on part of the pub-
lic way. This also seems to have been the
case in Cairo where, in 882/1478, it is re-
ported that Prince Yashbuk undertook the
widening of streets and lanes of Cairo es-
pecially that of the main street from Al-
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The Role of the Shari'ah
In The Transformation of the Physical of
Environment Arab - Mushm Cities

Saleh AI-HATHLOUL

Deputy Minister for Town Planning
Ministry of Municipal & Rural Affairs
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

This paper deals with the traditional form
and physical pattern of the Arab-Muslim
city; how they came to be what they are
and the reasons for their development.
Two issues are addressed here. First, how
did the Arab-Muslim city start with two
or more differeni patterns and end up with
a more or less similar pattern and charac-
ter? Secondly, why were cities like Da-
mascus and Aleppo, with highly ordered
plans, transformed into cities with irreg-
ular plans and how did this process of
transformation take place? Through legal
opinions and actual cases, we will devel-
op an image of how the incremental pro-
cess of change worked within the Arab-
Muslim city, and how this process was
affected by certain beliefs and conceptions
held by its residents.

Introduction :
In describing the physical pattern and or-
ganization of Muslim towns, von Grune-
baum states that throughout the Islamic
world, the towns resemble one another.
Tle points to the individual walled quar-
ters; to the system of gates which close
off these quarters during the night; to the
lack of open spaces or squares within the
city in general and within (he residential
quarters in particular; to the very narrow
and winding streets and byways; and to
the Mustim hiouse which is oriented away
from the strect and opens onto an inner
courtyard. Yon Grunebaum ascribes vari-
ous reasons for such similarities in pat-
tern. He ascribes the organization of the
town into quarters to the original settle-
ments of the Muslim armies which were
formed of Arab tribes and where each of
these tribes had its quarter. He relates the
arragement of the house to the necd of the
inhabitants to maximize their privacy. He
alludes to the role of Islamic law in ac-
counting for the street pattern and urban
forms, and refers, in the regard, to
Brunschving's study on medieval urbanim
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and Muslim law. However, both he and
Brunschving come to the conclusion that
the problems treated by the law were
Dealt with perse italic, that is to say, not
within a general treatment of the city and
its legal difficulties. " Nonetheless these
authors concede that such problems were
dealt with at considerable length and with
considerable competence.
Von Crunebaum is most probably right
in referring
to the orginal settlements of Muslim ar-
mies as the base for the later model of the
Arab-Muyslim city. One should remember,
however, firsi, that these newly founded
towns soon encompassed non-Arab resi-
dents as well, and secondly that the Arab-
Muslims did not create all of their cities
and towns out of whole cloth. Indeed,
they inherited numerous Hellinistic and
Persian cities and several of these inherit-
ed cities which still exist, follow von
Grunebaum's description very closely.
The fact that some of these cities, with an
ancient, highly - ordered city plan, such
as Damascus or Aleppo, have been radi-
cally alicred into an irregular street pattern
and a different character requires a concert-
ed explanation, (Iig. 1).
In reference to these orthogonally planned
Hellenistic and Roman cities, von Grune-
baum points out that their forms had not
been preserved intact down to the Muslim
era and that in fact, the decomposition of
their criginal plans had in some places
begun as early as the second century A.D.
As an example of such a decomposition,
he refers to Sauvagel's studies of Aleppo
and Damascus which show the gradual
forsaking of their geometric block struc-
ture during the Byzantine period. Both he
and Sauvaget, however confirm that the
radical alteration of the plan was consum-
mated during the Arab-Muslim era. Von
Grunebaum ascribes this process of the
Muslim period to a change of focus where
the ancient political interest in the com-

munity, the classical ideal of city-oneness
and of the clarity of the architectural (and
administrative) design have been replaced
by a dominant religious interest.
In his comparison of the Greco-Roman
and Muslim city, Von Grunebaum, unfor-
tunately, seems to take the Greco Roman
model as his base, with the eventual re-
sult that the Muslim city is seen as lack-
ing order and city institutions. According
to him, the highly ordered Hellenistic
plan was supported by certain city institu-
itons; as soon as the city fell under the
Arab-Muslim domain the institutions
ceased to exist, and chaos replaced law and
order, with the result that the city plan
was radically altered.
Dealing with this same issue in the con-
text of Damascus and Aleppo, Jean Sau-
vaget puts the guestion in a slighdy dif-
ferent form. Seeking to find out not only
why but also how such a process of
change in city form took place,Sauvaget
suggests how the collonaded avenue of
antiguity was transformed into the sug of
medieval Damascus or Aleppo, (Fig., 2).
Sauvaget sees this transformation as a
temporal process; within Lhe general evo-
lution of these cities the avenue, through
an icremental process of encroachment
onto spaces that had fallen out of use dur-
ing the Muslim period, was wransformed
into a medieval suq. Sauvaget ascribes
this transformation to the weakness in
governmental authority and the continu-
ous instability which he believes affected
all aspects of urban lifc during the Mus-
lim period. Thus he comes to the conclu-
sion that given these historical circum-
stances, it would have been surprising if
this transformation had not taken place.
Now, the fact that Von Grunebaums de-
scription applies to both newly-founded
cities and to inherited ones with initially
highly-ordered plans, and more important,
the similarity of plans such as those of
medieval Damascus and medieval Mcedina
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EDITORIAL

Lost in the land of books

Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim

When we receive the list of architectural and planning books published by special- |

ized publishing houses the reader feels overwheimed by ali  these books discuss-
ing and treating various architectural aspects whether managerial, legislative, pro-
fessional contracts, design, environmental .... ete. Then there are others dealing
with architectural and constructional details, the use of comptters in design, build-

|

ing and urban planning, aiso history and architectural theory showing different |

structures for conference rooms, schools, hospitalsm hotels, restaurants, facto-
ries, spotts areans... ete. inciuding roads grades and intersections

The reader can move through different publishing houses reviewing their latest pub-
lications which will overwhelm him to consider their titles and authors only and this
always happen when the arab architect move to information and knowledge scurces
of the western countries every now and then through alf these publications he suf-
fers some mixed emotional feelings of dipression and sorrow for his society that
care less for architectural studies, culture or history and he is involved and interest-
ed more with movie stars and actresses, but still there is the challenge that we can
change this and start transiating some of these books specially those involved with

| the job practice, contract deals, organizing projects, financing, organizing consul- |
tant offices, or project all of which are handy for architects in their countries so why |

couldn't we have similar material in our Arab world through transiating them and
presenting them with affordable prices.

But then we face the problem of who will transiate and sponser their publishing?
Could it be the professional and cultural organizaticns that are busy with every
other detail of registration, practice permits, pensions (retirement pay), different
cother services and wili it be able to provide efficient staff for translation, editing and
publishing or may be the local architectural communities whose only activity is a

| lecture or two whenever a lecturer is avaitable or may be the audience, it is uncapa-
| bie to preduce a pericdical bulietin or montly newspaper sc how will it be able te build

such a firm with its limited income and resources or may be the cultural implements
through the architectural committees which are controlled by authors writers and

| poets and their followers. May be the architectural departments in the Arab universi-
' ties whom spend more money on offices rather than books: We are trying to find

who can manage this responsibility, and there will aiways be the dream for Arab
Architects Union, that may be someone will rise from the thousand of the arab archi-
tects to guide this invitation and organize this union and provide all the different ac-
tivities required through it, but if we could not form such union could we hope that
the existing arab organizations such as the Instutute for Developing Cities, at Riy-
adh or the Crganization of islamic Capitals and Cities could ba our savior

During this research we hope that the university staff in all the Arab world may orga-
nize a system within themselves to achieve an integrated scientific target and unite
architectural and planning termonologies and inteliect

Although the image of the Arab architectural arena may seem very dull and gloomy
there is always some blinking lights represented in the bocks and magazine pub-
lished by the Center for Planning and Architectural Studies in Cairo and some books
published by university staff in King Faisl University, Umm Al-Gura in Mecca Al-

| Mukarama and Beirut; ali of which give us hope although all these books with its dif-

ferent scientific standards could hardly reach twenty books - which is incomparable
the huge number of publications proeduced by developed countries and a lot of them
discuss Arab and Islamic architecture specifically. But then how much could we do,
there is no power and no strenght save in Ged!
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