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Tourism, Cultural Heritage Sites, & the Challenge of Envi-
ronmental Planning and Management for Substainability.’

By Emeritus Professor A.S. Travis, Director of Contourplan, &

Censultant to WTO, OECD, ETBE, STE, NITB, &CTB

INTRODUCTION:

The major role, throughout recorded
histery, of architects, engineers and build.
@5, in ceatng lemplos, palaces, cathe-
drals, tembs, monuments, museums, and
even hislofic Cities, has made them the
croators of all the kay higtone monumenls.
These builticu'tural menuments are pri
mary magnets fer intgrnational tourism,
as are also natural monuments. Buill
Cultural and Natural Heritage generate
tourism, giving rise 1o problems a1 the
destinations. Site mangement,
mangemant and area-planning, than have o
copd with the new sels of problams. Egypt
s & natior  extracedinarily rich in its
World Herilage of Buill, Cuftural & Matural
Monumants. Heritage conservation and new
tourism develepment, are lwo. of many
challenges, facing Egypt today

The idea of heritage or " cultural

‘tourlsm | s thousards of years old. What
is niw today is the vast scale of inlemna-
tional lourism of this type, and the pres-
sure it creales on key heritage sites in
physical, cullural and economic terms. All
want the economic benefits of intermaticnal
tovrism, but 1 mus?! pay lo conserve & in-
terpret the haeritage thar gives niseito
tourism
These questions create
several challenges to the
modern architect:
Al bew o cAR he respect, complement,
and werk with thase conserved great cul-
tural monuments inharited from the pasi,
when he is commissionad lo design new
wisiter facilities, aew infrasirevivre el
roads & serices, and @ NEw Supersiruc-
twter of hotels & cther buildings 1o accome.
date modern lourists coming 1o the heri-
lage siles?

2) Should the new buildings hurbly &
anchymously merge into their settings - ba

4

wisitor

they desert. o luxunant riverside, or
must we miske 8w sIAlemants’ as monu-
noighbours?mental 85 ther histor

3) When away trem the past cultural
hentage, has modern architecure the
confidenca to creale not only goed and
appropriale struciures, but buildings and
monuments whose guality is such that
they can be & cullural hertage - re-
source for tuture generations of tounsts
to visil?. 20th Century teunsm has yet
to produce -
mgmorable new rescrt design (Grande
Mofta in Frarce, and Hurghada on Egypl's
FAed Sea coasl, are equally disappoint-
ing), - guality site-settings tor inherited
cultural sites. of - visitor centres, he-
tels & new attractions generally. of
really high quality.

3- FUNDAMENTAL ISSUES RAISED
At the 1974 Conterence on Tourism &
Conservation Working Together, it wag
that. emphasized * Towr-
igm has become a major elemevl in man's
demand upon the land.  i-planned, i
can ¢cause severe damage to hentage...
But, i well-planned. it can support & en-
courage the efforts of conservalion
These concerned with toursm, & Hhese
concermed with conservation, must wn-
derstand each ofher- and must work -
gether 1o the common good of man and his
environment . " (AL 1574).

posi- Tourism has a complex mixture of
tive & negative effacts:

Large - scale tourism aftracted 1o cultu-
ral heritage sites, gives rise o damaging
pacts (ord destructive physical im
costs,), such as:

upon - physical damage 1o, wear and tear
the sites;

- generation of noise pollution, loss of
mos-peace, quiet, and of a special at

special aimosphere;
less of a leeling of discovery in
the wilderness, & instead ex-
penence of a crowd, in a devael-
 oped place;
- wisual and envircnmenlal pol-
lution  from  rubbish, wastes.
graffiti & advertising;
- periogic crowditg and conges-
ton of people, & of traffic; bad-
. ly designed facilities.

Pamsaging collural and s
pact Gor coust iy include
- Increases in crime, in vandal-

ism, changes in host values a
social structures.,,

- an ingrease in prostitution,
gambling, plus linguistic impacts
However, there is strong
tive economic im-iweight of pos
pacts. or berelfit ansing from
ism. These include:such tour
- foreign exchange earnings lor

the hosl nation,
- help 1o the country's national
balance of payments

- income and job generation for
the host society,

- tourism expenditure having a
ripple efiect (tourism multiph-
er),

- improvement of the local econ-
omy, in underdeveloped areas,

-development  of economic
structure & enlerprises,

income to government via lax-
es on the tourist industry.

A first key issue which arisese
from all this is. how can we keep
the net balance of all these im-
pacts beneficial. and enable a
funnelling of econemic gains back
the conservation & directly nto
protection of the built cultural
heritage, its interpretation and
presentation?

A secund issuespecifically  for
Egypt, is how to gel the large
Egyptian Tourist Industry 1o rec-
dependence upen the cgnise s

al im-
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