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El-Mawel News:

# In Tashkent Dr. AbdelBaki Ibrahim head
of CPAS signed an agreement for cultural
and professional cooperation in investing
aspects, with Dr. Abd El~Rahman Mahkmouf
representing the Uzbek group, which also
included arch. Hassan El-Din Esamouf head
of the Design and Research Institute, and
former governer of Tashkent, arch.
Mohamed Amin president of Tashkent En~-
gineers board and arch. Mousa Ghoulamouf

president of Samarkand Engineers Coun-
cil.
# Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim met with arch.

Nooman Ahmed Abbas minister of environ-
ment in Usbekistan Mr. Wimlmouf Burhan
vice governor of Tashkent and arch.
Firouz Ashrafi the president of Ar-
chitects Union in Usbekistan and a group |
emminent Usbek architects to discuss |
different aspects of co-operation betwen
Uzbek and Arab architects.

# Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim accompanied by
Eng. Aiman Ashour accepted an invitation
from Uzbek architects to visit Samarkand
and Nageria to get acguainted with the |
rich urban Islamic heritage in both
cities, as also Khourazm, Termiz and
Khiva.

* In Moscow, Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim
visited the Institute of Architecture and
met Mr. Herman Oulouf deputy dean and
Prof. Alex Christolin to review the ar-
chitectural educational methods in the
Institute, they also visited the exibi-
tion of graduation projects for year
1992.

+ CPAS is in the process of initiating
contracted agreement with Uzbek group to
design an Islamic center in Astakhana
city west of Sammarkand. The center will
include a mosque, a school, workhouse,
restaurant and public restrooms. The work
group met the governor who accompanied
them to study the site location assigned
for the project.

1

|
* CPAS incorporation with the Uzbek group
are coordinating an educational and
recreational trip to the Islamic wonu-
ments in Tashkent, Sammarkand, Bukhara,
Khiva, FKhourazm, Thermez. Also the moun-
tain side east of Tashkent. This trip |
will be advertised as soon as the program
is ready.

* Tashkent radio broadcasted Dr. Abdel- |
baki Ibrahim‘s arrival and announced his |
meetings with the Uzbek architects group |
in the Tashkent Architects Union. |
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those of ‘decided' and therefore design,
and the images change shape and modify
according to what one has decided. This in-
volves people in their places, emotionally,
socially and then physically, enabling them
to construct their own world .

BUILDING

Decisions to build are left to the fami-
lies themselves. One is thus enabled to de-
cide the means of building, materials, and
the process. Priorities, and trade-offs are
made in respense to the family and individ-
ual needs. Most traditional practices have
re-emerged; the employment of artisans,
or groups of artisants, sometimes for the
designing and building of the entire dwell-
ing and sometimes in parts. For instance,
masons would be employed for masonry,
and carpenters for the timber works, and
the house owner would coordinate the
work. On the other hand total package sys-
tems have also come into existence, where
masons and carpenters would make an in-
formal “contract "to build together. In
most cases, designing and building are
shared between the artisans and inhabi-
tants; thus labour or expertise from the
family will be contributed in the making of
one's dwellings.

Here, this contribution not only enables
the families 1o save their meagre incomes,
but also involves them in feeling and shap-
ing their places. It also gives them more
control to change and modify the physical
materials, choose and decide the way they
are erected, and then to evaluate their
outcome. In other words, a feeling is
transferred from the maker and the user
to the product and a closer tie and an inti-
mate relaticnship is developed using the
places.

RECOGNITION, SUPPORT AND IN-
PUT FROM THE PROFESSIONALS

Legality has led to recognition, and
therefore support from tha rest of the
community, particularly from those pro-
fessionals associated with it. One of the
major improvements of professional rec-
ognition and support is that of enabling
people to formulate their own building
guidelines within these areas. The areas
have been declared special project areas
and therefore special planning regulations
apply. Most of these are prepared in com-
munity planning workshops, and are more

related to the immediate needs of local
communities and specific places. Interest-
ingly, this alone has provided a shift in the
way dwellings are built and personalisede

CONCLUSION

Despite the positive attributes, place
making is seen to be supported loosely and
unconscicusly in this process. In the first
place, professicnals have not built a con-
sciousness of significance of place, or the
people's place making process. This is seen
very well in the planning of new settieme-
nts. The planning of layouts is still per-
ceived in terms of conventinal schemes.
How people would appropriate a space out-
lined in a plan, in real life situations is
less well understood., and these have led
to layout planning largely to that of ‘sub
divisions of sites to plots'. For this rea-
son, most planners' plans are sometimes
irritably at odds with people's own place
making practices.

For instance, in these sub divisions,
provision of services has become the ma-
jor ' problem ' to be soclved, and there-
fore, some spaces have been tuned to re-
ceive services, rather than people. For
instanca, at Nawakelanipura in Colombo, 3
feet wide alleyways have been left be-
twean the backsides of all dwellings,.
{which are located back to back) in order
to lay service pipes. Here, no thought has
been given to the way in which people
would appropriate them once the pipes
have been laid underground. For instancc,
these spaces have become"places of no-
body "and thus garbage areas, uncleaned,
uncared for, and abandoned, which already
have re-introduced the qualities of slums.
Such contradictions of what professionals
have expected of spaces and what people
have made of them are seen in many
settlements over and over.

This article suggests that architects'
intervention in supporting people's pro-
cesses in housing lies in understanding
people’s place making practices and taking
care of them. The role and therefere the
anchorage, for those involved in environ-
mental disciplines lies in supporting the
way people appropriate space and make
places for habitation. The MHP has offered
the opporiunity to understand the role the
people want architects to play, and has
demonsirated that it is essential to take it
up with a good understanding of people's
place making practices.

Synopsis:

- Subject of the Issue:

" Creation in Architecture " by Dr.
Ali Rafat, Prof. of arch. at Cairo
University. The article is an im-
pression of the writer’s latest pub-
lication under the same title.

Projects of the issue:

This issue is dedicated for build-
ings for the arts. We tried to
present different kinds of buildings
under this category: the National

Opera theater-a museum- and a public |

library.

- The MNational Cultural and Educa-
tional Center at Cairo. The new cen-
ter hosting the grand Opera theater
is a one the most remarkable build-
ings executed in Egypt in the last
decade.

- Modern Arts Museum at Cairo the

project included the redesign of all |

the internal spaces of the existing
building, preserving its external
facades. Consultant: Arab Bureau.

- Nubian Archaeology Museum consult-
ants: Arab Bureau for Consultations
in collaboration with Dr. Maher Es-
tino and Dr. Leila El-Masri
(landscape design). The museum in-
cludes a three floors building host-
ing the main covered display areas
and associated facilities,
amidst an open display area of 17
hectars.
light on the characteristic
landscape design of open air display
areas.

- Greater Cairo library: arch.

In this issue we will shed |

situated |

Moustafa Saleh. The project which |

won a first prize in a design com-
petition,
tion and redesign of a historical
palace on the river HNile to be
transformed into a public library.

incorporates the restora- |
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pre-conceived ideas. Planning workshops
are held, participated in by the resource
personnel and the CDC {Community Devel-
opment Council): a community organisation
empowered to deal with the issues of their
interest}, together with whoever decided
the planning guidelines tc be applied in
making individual dwellings. However,
most planning layouts are office-made and
do not seem to relate to the people in
terms of their aspirations and places in
terms of the contexts. (Theoretically, of
course, this should not happen so).

For instance, at Nawakelanipura and
Nawagampura and many other such places
in Colombo, planning layouts, as well as
what pecple have built into them, show the
lack of understanding of people's appropri-
ation of space conceived by planners
through such planning models.

In these, although people have been in-
volved in decision making, an inherent lack
of understanding of appropriation of spac-
es. and making intimate and domastic plac-
es, on both sides (professional as well as
people themselves) seem to have led to the
outcome being notably less successful,
compared with the upgraded setilements.
it seems that at Planning Workshops, peo-
ple attempt to articulate their images of
places, and patterns that need to be creat-
ed by means of a planners layout in new
settlements, Egually, perhaps, the archi-
tects and planners attempt fo compose
them and transfer them, down to the
ground as best as they can. However, it
seems that it is difficult to enable the
places to grow unless and until the ena-
blers are equipped with the attitudes, per-
ceptions, and tools to understand the peo-
ple's place making process and could
provide support where it is needed, the
way it is needed.

INDIVIDUAL DESIGN AND MAKING
OF PLACES

At the level of designing individual
dwellings, differences are seen although
decisions with regard to individual places
are primarily made by people. In the new
settlements where layout plans have come
from stereotyped views of elther linear
patterns, clusters or other such models,
the variations and spontaneous place mak-
ing is either missing or awkwardly at odds
with the planners' layouts. These have ine-
vitably affected the design of dwellings,
largely because these plots provide very
little or no place-specific local character-
istics; meaning that most plots are of uni-

form spatial relationships between itself
and the outside. For instance. At Nawake-
lanipura in Colombo, most plot dimensions
are the same, then they are organised the
same way, all fronts 1o a compound and all
backs to a service alleyway and so on. It
is difficult to imagine how such sterile ar-
rangements of initial outlines of places
could provide possibilities for variations
in places, and become adaptive to varying
needs of people.

Design activities take place in three
significant ways, Mostly, people employ
the artisans, and together they design
dwellings. In this case, they are largely
based on known and shared types as in
traditional communities, Pegple are also
provided with support by the state profes-
sionals and technical officers when they
are in need. In this case, it seems to be
mostly selections between type plans and
modifications of them thereafter. People
themselves and their families also do their
own design occasionally, but in most cases
there has been at least one member of the
family involved in the building industry. In
mast situations however, the families
themselves are involved in selecting and
deciding types or other such plans of
dwellings adopted by the families. Notably,
people seem to be more confident and will-
ing to choose from types or options rather
than generate dwelling degigns them-
selves.

in these processes, as the people are
involved in the appropriation of spaces,
from the inception and as they take a
share in the understanding behind the deci-
sions made, it enables people to develop
closer ties with places. In design, one's
own imanes of places come in touch with

‘[.D*-,-linb
mourted oM
ot t pies
inc.r_qa-ni e
endoced with L
flatnedetar ¥ J - iy T

()

Cemented Seat-
NA smwe m B

el
fﬂ‘?ul'hnid on fimber Pnﬁ%

2¢7% ;i

Hmber
lett.oved Stones

& {;\
gt <
S T

Bandaronalkepura, Paltems of places before upgroding.
Sirengihening the palieins of places In upgiading.

T
ORI,
\V’I?}{‘,/,/ﬁ, "\':. ‘“ ’

S

Nawokelonipura, planner's loyout - sarvice allays.
plannat’'s tayoul - commoen we blocks in the cenire of
Ing courtyards:

~line

Carpentry wosk.
table

e

timber fepce

eneclosed gafder\
bamboe fence

pench . -
=\

b’?men {:Cnc&

entloted B '|’|‘m/
Anvdor



http://www.cpas-egypt.com/

..!,l_ , U {}_ :,_r‘

®

Supporting People's Place Making:

The Role of the Architect in Housing - Experience from Sri Lanka

Usually, when places are designed in
the conventional practice of architectural
- designed contractor - built and people-
consumed situations, places are perceived
largely within the experiences of the ar-
chitects themselves. Designing spaces' is a
process ascribed to architects, who in be-
ing seduced by the properties of gecmetric
space may become bilind to the activities
and experiences those places are likely to
engender for other people. When one inter-
venes in the making of a built-
environment, say a settlement, a village,
dwelling or a room, cne is inevitably in-
tervening into a place that already exists.
The socalled "sites" then are places with
which people have histories, relations, and
ideas about. In conventional practice in-
housing most architecural approaches
seem to ignore the scio-political and geo-
graphical processes that exist in these
places in designing dwelling. environments.
"Creating places” in contrast, is to let it
happen, to let such places grow and
evolve, with people, with things, and with
the support of others associated with it.
When viewed this way, one begins with un-
derstanding the ‘place' that exists, its pat-
terns of use, meanings and the people's re-
lations with it in order to support and
enable its healthy growth.

This immediately poses the guestion of
the architect's role in creating places.

If the places are to grow with things,
and people, what would be the role of the
architects in such processes? The answer
is immediately clear. In this process the
architect is one of those 'others' whose
support would be essential in enabling it to
happen. In other words, in place making, an
architect or a professional has a role, in-
sofar and to the extent it is warranted by
the occasion, the pecple and the things of
the people and the things of the place.

THE SUPPORT PARADIGM AND
INTERVENTION PLACE MAKING

During the last decade, the approach to
housing in Sri Lanka has undergone a dra-
matic change. Primarily, it has changed its
role from a provider to that of a support-

4

er, and has alienated itself from the con-
ventional architect-designed, contractor-
built housing schemes. In its strategic ap-
proach to supporting people to house
themselves. it has employed people's pro-
cesses both to the convenience of the state
vis a vis to the benefit of the people them-
selves,

The strategy adopted in support hous-
ing in Sri-Lanka offers a good case for ex-
amination where people's place making is
being intervened with some understanding
and acceptance. Support-based housing is
the cornerstone of the Million Housing
Programme (MHP). Methodologically, sup-
port programmes aim at helping existing
processes of the people through which
attempts are made to enhance living condi-
tions of the communities in terms of shel-
ter, health, employment etc. The MHP thus
recognises the efforts made by the poor to
improve their shelter through local net-
works which they control, while making
use of the opportunities within their own
reach. It aims to help these efforts by
providing support where it is needed, for
these efforts and processes to gain stre-
ngth and effect. For instance, MHP offers
security of tenure and access 1o resources
and amenities to the poor which they oth-
erwise cannot reach.

Support policy is based on the premise
that in the process of development, the
starting paint for any development pro-
cess of the state should be the processes
people already have: according to this, the
state should participate in the process of
the people instead of pecple being asked to
participate in the processes of the state.

PLANNING SETTLEMENTS AND
DESIGNING DWELLINGS

Planning and designing of settlements
and dwellings takes place in both domains:
the public and the private, and these differ
in the two kinds of places: the new villag-
es and the upgraded settlements .

Most settiements being upgraded under
these support-practices have come into
being over a long period of time - a period
of spontaneous erection of dwellings, ex-
tensions, abandonments and consolidations.

Ranijith Dayaratne - Open House Vol.6 No.4

The places in these settlements have his-
tories of events, relationships, and sym-
bolic meanings and attachments to those
families living in them. The patterns in
places are thus not just geometric and
spatial, but both social and psychological.

In most upgrading settlements, MHP
aims to retain the character and patterns
in places mostly of communal use, as iden-
tified by both the people and the profes-
sionals. The planning takes place at the
site, wher the professionals involved in-
tervene between neighbours to knock down
the irregular plot arrangements, to more
orderly patterns, and to introduce some
equality of land distribution. The settle-
ment is thus expected to be transformed
into a more serviceable arrangement of-
plots fitting into a larger coherent whole,
while retaining the significant places in-
tact.

The most common decisions taken in
the process that relate strongly to place
making are:

* That there should be minimum dis-
ruption to the existing settlement pat-
terns, maximum retention and minimum
dislocation.

* Permanent structures and places of
economic and social usefulness to the com-
munity should be retained.

The best example of this unique ap-
proach and its outcome is seen in Bandara-
naikepura, a shanty village that has been
transformed into a pleasant dwelling envi-
ronments, with little disruption to the
settlement patterns that existed before
the intervention. Most undesired environ-
mental elements have been removed and
inadequate aspects of the dwelling envi-
ronment have been improved as perceived
by the people. Here the essence is the re-
taining of people's processes that took
place before intervention, and continued
support for their guidance during improve-
ments of intervention and afterwards.

In the new settlements however,
whether they completely replace the old
ones or are relocations of people from
other places, settlement planning seems to
still take place largely away from the site
and is mostly based on planning models and
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Architecture in Uzbakistan between cultural
authenticity and contemporaneous

Inspite of the cultural seclusion emposed on Uzbekistan
Republic for seventy years - since the Bolshevik revolution-
swaying its intellectual and architectural aspects to follow com-
munism theories, suppressing free expression and worship,
destroying imagination and creativity, inspite of all that Uz-
bekistan still carries all its Islamic values and features. Al-
though they were forbidden tec preform their prayers after the
destruction of mosques it was only a little while for the "Azan"
(prayers caller) to be heard again. The social life of the Uzbeks
is guided by Islamic conviction in a wonderful manner.

The Uzbek architect is moving towards Islamic architecture
trying to integrate traditional and modern views. The Islamic
Republics of Central Osia have witnessed a very rich era of Is-
lamic history. Surviving monuments of Islamic architecture are
found in Samarkand, Bokhara, Khiva and Khouzahm. All the great
scientists that enriched the Islamic intellect 1like Imam El-
Bokhari, Imam El-Tourmozi, Ibn=-Sinia in medicine and El-
Khourizimi in Mathematics came from Central Asia. Despite of the
communism rule and the cultural seclusion, the Uzbek people
started building themselves again on true Islamic fundamentals.

The Uzbek architect could not even under suppression subdue
his cultural intuitions, he always tried to express his believes
in modeling walls of Bolshevist architecture using stalictites
modeling and wall patterns to enlighten it with Islamic taste in-
spite of all the restrictions and superior orders issued from
Moscow. Now the way to Tashkent is not only through Moscow.
Routes are extended to join it directly to Jeddah, Islam Abad,
and Istanboul and to-morrow it will extend other routes to meet
intellectual and cultural trends to help build an Islamic Uz-
bekistan.

Islamic architecture in Uzbekistan is rich in aesthetic
structural and professicnal wvalues integrated with perfect har-
mony, showing how the moslem architect obliged substance to ex-
press a spiritual human value. Now, the Uzbek architect has to
double his effort to return back to his cultural background of
Islamic architecture. Architect Medhat Palatouf (83 years old) is
a good examle trying to provide the future generation with his
expertise and thorough studies in his publications and his
project to restore an astronomical observatory destroyed during
an earthquake, leaving nothing behind except the foundations. He
is also trying to analyse Islamic architecture to reach a number
of guiding design principles of architectural formation. Medhat
Palatouf did not just analyse Uzbek architecture only but he
presented a delightful analysis for Sultan Hassan’s madrasa.

On the other hand we find Paulat Zihadouf president of Monu-
ments Restoration Institute, also Hassan El1-Din Assamouf, former
mayor of Tashkent and the president of Building and Design In-
stitute, trying to restore architectural monuments of Tashkent
after the 1976 earthquake that destroyed most of the city center
buildings, and finally refurnishing the beautiful city with
greenery, expanding green bushes adding an Islamic aesthetic
value to hide buildings behind a green fence of trees.

on the social side the residence of Uzbek architecture
remains as the traditional one. The extended family, living in
the (Hola) surrounding the courtyard of fruitful trees, supplying
family’s needs tc assure integration and social support forming
the architectural texture. Neighbourhood rights in those dis-
tricts are practiced in an Islamic manner reflecting an intimate
relationship between residences; calling on each other, exchang-
ing visits, supplying guest tables with famous hot dishes as a
welcome sign. Cleanliness, and greenery are distinguished charac-
teristics of the Uzbek residential streets.

Those are the civilized features of architecture in the Uz-
bek city, sincerely expressing the relation between traditional
and contemporaneocus in a frame of balanced Islamic values, in-
spite of the constrains of closure under a previocus stage of in-
tellectual Bolshevik rule for seventy years. 3
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