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UNESCO experts with the Egyptian Minister of Scientific resea-
rch during the dinner party organized at CPAS, at the finale of
the seminar

Al-Mawel News:

The Center of Planning and Architectural Stud-
ies (CPAS)hosted the international seminar spon-
sored by the Disaster and Emergency Reference
Center (DERC) of Delfat University in Holland, in
the period from 2 to 5 Sept. 1991. DERC has re-
ceived a certain fund from the UNESCO project to
conduct studies and researches on the necessary
training tools for reduction of disasters due to earth-
quakes and floods in developing countries. Such
researches would be of great help in training and
preparing governmental and non governmental
machineries, decision makers, and workers in the
field of disaster management.

The Disaster & Emergency Reference Center
chose Egypt as the hostess for their first interna-
tional seminar to which they invited United nations
experts from the UNESCO, and UNDRO, together
with interested specialists from U.S.A., United King-
dom, Holland, Gamica, Indonesia... to present their
researches in this field.

The programme included intensified workshops
for discussing and putting together the main topics
of the seminar which included predisposition and
avoidance of disasters, damages, emergency man-
agement, emergency settlement, and community
participation.

DERC is currently preparing a specialized li-
brary in disasterd, including all the related studies,
researches, and data, to be under the service of all
those interested in the topic, especially in the un-
derdeveloped countries. CPAS is also preparing a
similar library in cooperation with the DERC, to ser-
vice the same function.
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land which is held under public use Foundations Only

title should be reduced to the mini- - © .o Sweot .. .
mum. Detailed plans of blocks and E:-I--—--—-i—-; i—-i--—-—- -1- SYNOPSIS:
permissable extension limits should i Do ! * Subject of the Issue:
be defined. o = ‘--:——-- - "Evolution and Development of
I--r—-;b;-;-]-- S Green Areas Design" AbdelHamid
" Fl

The building programmes in the
new cities are by no means finished.
The cities have been planned in
phases some of which do not reach
completion till after 2000.

The housing which remains to be
built should therefore take into ac-
count that when extensions take
place they fit in with the physical
planning framework which guides
the process but does not stifle or kill

¥ i

— i
I Dwelling

Abdel Wahid: This issue is devoted
to landscape design; its evolution
and development in the old, Islamic,
and modern ages. This review
shows how this vital part of our ur-
ban heritage has been neglected.
The projects demonstrated in this is-
sue from Egypt, China, Iran, Torinto
and England are but rare examples
for integrating the built environment
with the ecological environment.

Technical Articles:

the natural growth. (Figs 9 and 10). si2nt _ - "Environmental Approach in Tourist
Final recommendation ircasé TR e Areas Planning "Dr. Maher Istino -
1 anela e wplications, for penition cnbiabmanfal azlvals o
old' projects such as Helwan, El Te- Proposed initial provision the site respects the natural envi-
been and Imbaba which were built ronment. its balance. form.... The
NOT to be extended. However it also . author presents a case study - Ro-
has implications for the housing ForSSiwey Emension  Supgart mana beach at North Sinai - which
stock in the New Cities such as the {71 ~""T T} X i ¥ was environmentaly analyzed be-
15 th of May, Sadat City, 6th October | i b | i fore preparing a master plan and de-
and 10th Ramadan new cities and  +4- —Ei ‘L-E —————— 4- tailed urban design for the area inac-
many other new developments, r-;r--";b;;;-.--i pomem——- -;-JI cordance‘w[th the geomorpholagical
thiCh ioescnions Slrtac s !'“r:‘af"m_z : = gt - '@l?r:gggg"gﬁc? fﬁfggtﬁgﬁb Values of
signs of user extensions but which RS =) Plantations in the Urbari Space * by
are not yet allowed or fully devel- [s) 2 0 Dr. Mohammad El-lkyabi - Urban
oped. & B @ spaces are composed of a number
The idea is put forward here that o L] olo of elements giving it its special char-
what has been proposed should be : 5k o acter. Plantation is an important ele-
tried out on a small scale as a pilot = ment in urban space design that
demonstration project to show how m -l Y could PfOVidg_ P”VGCYd setparatlon or
government and users can work to- 2 2l (s} EE% - 2 m‘;%raggr?{m; rgi",‘ ,%%VZ%%?,? rggrl'ﬁ:
gether to produce better results to wwooms sf N1 | f Rooms  Sior Hén and glare... besides its aesthet-
people, the community and the local Qible g M < o ic values.
and national government as a whole. |

The first step would be to gain the
support of the local community and
government and begin to pull to-
gether, to advise and initiate the is-
sue discussed here. With a planner
and an architect, a technician, social
worker and an engineer only a small
sum of money would be required to
put such an operation into ac-
tion.From our view the results would
be immediately tangible.

Such an experience would then
be available for tackling some of the
problems encountered in the new
housing schemes and the New Cit-
ies where problems of lack of space
and poor environmental quality are
already appearing.

*

Projects of the Issue:

Pulic Park at Sha-City - Hong Kong,
architects: Brian Cluston and Part-
ners, Henry Steed and Jennifer
Steed (AR. No. 1130).

Private Garden - Torinto - Canada,
architects: Brigitte Shimand and Ho-
ward Sutcliffe (A.R. No 1130).
Garden of Niavaran, Tehran, archi-
tect: Kamran Diba (Mimar 8) A reha-
bilitation and renewal project for a
traditional garden at Tehran.
Residential Building, Worcester Col-
lege, Oxford, architects: MacCormac
Jamieson and Pritchard (AR No.
1039). The building is an epitome of
romantic response to site, integra-
tion of higly disciplined planning
with individual spaces, of continuity
of tradition with radical re-
intepretation.
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Fig 7:

Internal access to extensions

storey walk - up blocks of flats in
many of the public housing projects
around Egypt. The households in
these projects would benefit a lot if
they were given the support as out-
lined below under organisational and
political framework by the setting up
of a project technical office.

The user extension process is
looked upon as a positive approach
towards achieving a better quality en-
vironment. However these sugges-
tions are in the form of guidelines
which are aimed at achieving a better
quality product at a lower cost. The
main recommendation is that the
control of the process of extensions
should remain in the users hands. In
addition to this there should be the
possibility for easy access to informa-
tion on organisation and manage-
ment, finance and planning and
building. This should be made availa-
ble through a local 'on-site' office run
along the lines described below.

Learning to work together
The involvement of the govern-

ment is required as a positive partici-

pant in the process assisting in the

following areas:

a) The organisational and political

framework

b) Financial mechanism.

c) Planning and building guidelines.

The Organisational and politi-
cal Framework

The government's role should act
as a legalising power and as provider
of services. A change in the classifi-
cation of unused public spaces in
housing projects is essential. A de-
cree is required to readdress this
land from the public domain to land
which can be obtained by individuals
for development purposes.

The setting up of a local project
technical Office as an intermediary
organisation is essential. Such an of-
fice couldact as:

1. an intermediary body between

-

-ﬁ Ottty larena of woemmuom
__" [ - :u":':- a.—_:p o Miling
— o sty g

Fig 8:  Financial Mechanism: Proposcd flow of funds
the government on the one hand
and the contractors on the other.
This office could hold legalising pow-
ers instead of direct governmental
authority such as the local council.
This would help towards avoiding
major governmental bureaucracy.
Generally speaking it should act as a
type of core housing project agency;

2. a coordinator between users
and contractor as the developers of
extensions and the government as a
service, land and utilties supplier;

3. a maintainer of cost efficiency
of the project as a whole. The money
made out of the sale of land required
for extensions should contribute to-
wards the recovery cost;

4. offering immediate technical
advice to the developers, users and
contractors in structural design and
extension planning. This would cov-
er comprehensive planning for the
whole project;

5. the dissemination of house
planning and project information in
an accessible and understandable
form. Information should make resi-
dents more aware of mistakes and
successes using visual aids such as
slide documentation;

6. promoting the objectives of the
project might include an educational
one concerning for example related
health matters as well as the aesthet-
ic aspects of the built environment;

7. cutting down the costs by hav-
ing access to controlled construction
materials (cement, iron and glass) at
their official prices. This would be a
very essential role for the Project Of-
fice to play on behalf of the users;
and

8. the office should be able to in-
tervene in the case of problems aris-
ing between neighbours and should
try to resolve them.

Proposed financial mechanism.

B o Minimum built

sbm Eatension rene

0. = Shops, commerce on Gublic access side

Q, = Semu pyblic {extensinn 31dey lacing eachother]

The Ueban Tissue Uperading the
Transformaiions. :
’ Fig 9:

The involvement of the project of-
fice as a mobiliser of financial re-
sources is essential to the success
of such a scheme. The project office
should encourage bot the saving
and borrowing processes within the
market rates of interest. As matter of
fact, at present. the contractors often
lend money at lower interest rates
than those of commercial banks.

The project office therefore has
to play both the roles of contractors
and the savings clubs. A system of
package deals might be appropriate
whereby the users have to save up a
certain amount of money before they
can borrow. This leads to the setting
up of a type of Housing Association
Bank borrowing from the General
Autharity for Building and Housing
Cooperatives (GABHC). The Hous-
ing Association should have the right
to do the same, except that barrow-
ing at discount current rates is rec-
ommended rather than at subsidised
rates - which is the case with housing
cooperatives - so no further financial
pressure would be put on the gov-
ernment. The contractor role as a fi-
nancier should be encouraged too,
either as a direct financier to the user
or as a saver in the project Housing
Association. Fig. 8 explains the flow
of tunds which is expected in the
proposed mechanism.

Planning Guidelines.

A physical survey would be re-
quired to produce detailed updated
layouts for the project. Land available
for extensions should be clearly de-
fined and a classification of land use
and land ownership should be pro-
vided through detailed layout plans.

It is recommended that the area of

5
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Development Within Development: User Extensions of 4 - Storey Walk - up Housing

THE INITIAL GOVERNMENT
BULIT PROVISION

The five storey blocks contain six
flats per floor and are laid out in a very
regular fashion with approximately
50% of the blocks facing north -
south and the remaining 50% facing
east west. (Fig. 4).

The initial provision consists of ei-
ther two or three rooms, bathroom
and kitchen (in the Helwan housing)
which is accessed from a public stair-
case serving the five floors and is
provided on the side opposite the
staircase where the service pipes
and ducts are also located. (Fig 5).

The impact of this initial provision
on the extensions is rather a two way
process. On the other hand, the ac-
cess side is never used as the side
for an extension because of the
proximity to the public staircase. Whi-
Ist more space is availabe on the oth-
er side the service ducts and pipes
are always a controlling factor for the
ultimate width of the extension. The
services are always left uncovered
and accessible for maintenance pur-
poses.

On the other hand an extension
when built has an unmistakeable ef-
fect on the initial provision and its en-
vironment. Generally speaking day-
light to the middle room is cut out
except at the end units where a hole
can be made in the flank walls to let
light in. Although the blocks and flats
were designed NOT to be extended,
the extiensions have been made
quite naturally and easily. (Fig 6)
Location of flat in the block

The position of the flat affects the
freedom of choice of the household

Fig 4:

in Cairo - The Case of Helwan

Hala Kardash and Nicholas
Wilkinson Open
House Vol. 16

whether to extend or not. The fifth
and ground floor flats have the privi-
lege of separate external access.
When an extension is made through
the roof to the new sixth floor the
staircase is extended to give separ-
ate and private access. The ground
floor has the additional advantage of
having a private garden, a shop or a
workshop.

The location of the flat at the end
of the block gives the householder
the opportunity of gaining additional
space 1o the side of the block.

Access and Social considerations

In the two bedroomed flats A & B
there are basically two forms of circu-
lation concerning internal access and
utilisation of the extension. (Fig7).

The form 'A’ takes place when a
middle multi-purpose space is creat-
ed. This hall, besides acting as a cir-
culation area, accommodates various
activities such as eating, sitting,
cooking and sometime even wash-
ing clothes.

The role played by such a space
resembles that of the courtyard in
Egyptian rural housing, In the case of
‘A’ the mixing of different activities in
one space does not seem to repre-
sent any social problems. On the
contrary, allocating a certain room for
the kitchen did no seem to be much
of a concern to the users.

In the case of B' the through -
room circulation did not cause social
problems, even if the rooms crossed
are utilised as bedrooms. Obviously
separation between different activi-
ties seemed to be more of a priority
which is an urban type of behaviour
rather than rural.

Initial provision in Helwan

FPlan iype (d)

Plan type (c)

Part 2.

CONCLUSIONS AND PROPOSALS
The user's extension phenome-
non will take place whatever attitude
the local authority takes. However
the quality of the extension declines
when the local authority's attitude is
towards prevention and prohibition
and tends to produce an individual
extension i.e off the ground.

When the local authority takes a
more relaxed attitude towards the ex-
tensions by ignoring them, this en-
courages a communal and collective
type of extension and this communal
type results generally in better quali-
ty extension with a better quality en-
vironment.

There is a large stock of public
housing settlements where unused
outside space is largely available. To
use this space to increase the inter-
nal areas of dwelling seems to be
quite fair and reasonable, given the
overall parameters of housing in
Egypt.

The importance of any proposals
to improve the extension process
must be seen against the following
background:

1 . Those users who have already
managed to build extensions without
any financial help from the govern-
ment have achieved relatively good
standards, considering their circum-
stances.

2. The extension process re-
quires a great deal of communal ac-
tion and organisation which they suc-
cessfully manage to achieve without
the interference of any organising
body, except themselves and the
contractor involved in the process.

3. There is still a large stock of 5

Fig 6:

Initial provision and exiensions
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EDITORIAL

Architectural Caders in the Market

Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim

The professional practice is suffering from feebleness of
technical cadres capable of dealing with major projects. Among
the reasons for this situation is the unconformity of architec-
tural curricula with the actual needs of the consultancy market
inside and outside the Arab world, especially in the presence of
a hard competition from the western and far eastern consultancy
markets. Thus, it is most important that those responsible for
developing the architectural education, which ultimately aims at
providing trained cadres, should compare between the system of
preparing unexpensive architectural cadres in far eastern
countries and its similar in Egypt or Arab countries. The design
process is not only philosophies, theories, and methodologies, or
personal interpretations, it is rather a techmnical craft gained
through continious training and practice leading to the indepth
scientific treatment of the subject. To the contrary, we actually
find that the young architect when dealing with a design problem
jumps to ready made architectural configurations which he sees in
international architectural magazines or in previous successful
projects. Thus, he puts himself in a bad situation forcing a
rigid form on his project regardless of its functions, and the
available financial resources or environmental potentialities of
the site. This high jump will certainly lead to a great fall. The
young architect should first learn how to crawl, stand, step,
walk, before he starts to run and jump, full of confidence in his
capability to deal with all the production tools of the design
process-from materials, specifications, criteria, installations
.... to all the related reports, and notifications.

The capability of the technical cadres is not measured from
the technical point of view only, their capability to produce at
a continuous rate is much as important; considering that time in-
vestment is a key issue in the design process.

This is quiet obvious in the architectural realm in the gulf
region, where the Philipenian, Korean .... cadres prove great
capabilities compared to their equal arab cadres, indangering the
arab world with an economic invasion, this time from the east not
the west.

The arab architect here lacks all the weapons of the battle.
He is cut off the international occurances and the consequental
technical developments. His professional associations do not
provide him with the necessary material books, newsletters,
manuals, regulations .... While, these associations should
moreover direct the educational process towards the high-quality
scientific and practical inclinations that could be competent in
the arab and foreign markets. Then, comes the role of university
professors to reflect these marketing studies on architectural
curricula. Consultancy firms also have an important role. Being
the first benificiary of the standard of the young architect,
they should demand certain requirements from high schools and
universities.

This was one of the main objectives of establishing the Arab
Architect Union, yet it seems that the arab architect is still
unaware of the deep pitch he is falling into, he does not look
beyond his everyday needs. We are hereby extending another call
for those who can lead the arab architects and unit them for
their own welfare.... to take the lead.
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