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AL MAW'EL COMMUNITY

* CPAS in cooperation with the
Yemeni Engineering Firm for
Architectural Designs and Public
Enterprises won the first prize for
desinging the headquarters of
Oil Ministry in Sanaa. CPAS is
expected to start with the prepa-
ration of the working drawings for
the project.

* Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim attended
the meetings of the Committee on
the Principles of Architectural
Design and Urban Planning. His
Grace was informed of the
achievements carried out by the
Iraqi work group in the same
manner undertaken by CPAS in
cooperation with the Revival of
Center for /| Islamic Architectural
Heritage for studying the princi-
ples of architectural design and
urban planning.

Dr Ismail Siragelddin vistied
CPAS premises so as to get
information about its architec-
tural achievements as a part of
the data required for the book he
is planning to compile on the
achievements of Arab architects.

* Dr Abdelbaki lbrahim delivered
a paper on "“The National Identity
Of Contemparary Architecture
Between Theory And
Application" to the symposium

on “National privacy in contem-
porary Arab architecture” which
was held by the Iraqgi Ministry of
Housing during the period 14 - 16
October, 1989.

* CPAS participated in the exhi-
bition of tourist resorts architec-
ture staged by the Minsitry of Cul-
ture at the Nile hall on Gezira
fairground with five projects for
tourist villages and facilities
which were desined by the
Centre and implemented under
its supervision in Egypt. Such pro-
jects are Al Ruwad Tourist Village
on the north coast, AL Nawras
Tourist Village in Ismailia, Philae
Marina in Asswan, competition of
designing the Engineers' Vilage
on the north coast, and the
competition of designing Mun-
tazah Tourist Village on the north
coast too.

* CPAS in cooperation with ALAM
AL BENA held a seminar to which
senior and junior architects were
invited to discuss the winning
projects in the competition for the
Revival of the old Library of
Alexandria, At the same time an
exhibition was staged for the
Egyptian projects participating in
the competition. The seminar was
attended by more than 250
architects.
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DESIGN BY P. CHAIX AND J-P. MOREL

DESIGN BY JEAN NOUVEL

An accessible roof of 30,000 m2, like a
book opened to the city and the sky,
houses the prismatic volumes of the libra-
ry in alternating spaces of emptiness and
fullness, transparence and opacity, light-
ness and mass. In the background, the

DESIGN BY JAMES STIRLING

A monumental assembly of four juxtapo-
sed edifices. The sculptured forms of the
ensemble give the impression of a minia-
ture city determining a new horizon in
the future development of the Tolbiac
district. The book stacks are located in
two underground levels,

6

“The Bibliothéque de France should
conquer the strongest possible urban sta-
tus on the site to which it is assigned.”

"The choice of a treelike structure, the
trunk being the residential section, allows
for an organized and lively network in the

. district. As part of the city, it is irrigated

by covered streets along which are situa-

_ ted the buildings which house the library
. and its different activities. These streets
. are extended into neighboring blocks whi-

building which houses the book stacks
stretches along 120 meters."The library is
like this: placed with all the weight of the
infinitely expanding memory of the world,
and the lightness of the new relations -
technical, simplified and convivial - to be
established within it",

DESIGN BY REM KOOLHAAS

"The design is founded upon technologi-
cal scenarios elaborated with inventors
and systems analysts, allowing a simul-
taneous consultation of books, films,
music and computers.

The library is interpreted as a solid block
of information, a warehouse of all forms
of memory. In this block, the public
spaces are defined as an absence of the
built, emptiness, excavated into the mass
of information.”

Synopsis

Subject of the lIssue:

‘ALAM AL BENA' felt it necessary to
dedicate a special issue for demonstra-
ting the projects submitted to the Interna-
tional Competition for the Revival of the
Bibliotheca Alexandrina, considering its
worldwide signitficance and the credit
given to it by the UNESCO, UNDP, and IUA
as co-promoters, in cooperation with the
Egyptian government that initiated this
amibitious project. In this respect 'ALAM
AL BENA' documented the three winning
projects in addition to thirteen projects
that won special mentions. 'ALAM AL
BENA' also made efforts to get information
about the Egyptian firms participating in
the competition and managed fo get
eleven projects of their achievements.
Besides, it had arranged in cooperation
with CPAS a seminar on this issue, in addi-
tion to an architectural exhibition for the
projects.

The subject of this issue covers the dis-
cussions aroused in the seminar, and the
thoughts and opinions broached on the
winning projects and the other participa-
ting projects.

Projects of the issue:

* The first three winning projects in the
Bibliotheca Alexandrina, e.i:-

Shohetta Arkitecktur Landskap (Norway)
Manfredi Nicoletti (Italy)

Fernando M. G. Ramos (Brazil)

* Ten from among thirteen projects which
have won special mentions. They come
from the following countries:

United Kingdom, Germany, Belgium, ltaly,
Denemark, U.S.A., Hong Kong.

* Ten Projects presented by some Egyp-
tian firms that participated in the compe-
titien. They are, in alphabetical order, as
follows:

— Arch. Amal Saad Wahba. Arch. Gamal
Bakry (Egyptian German Group). Dr. Arch.
Abdelbaki Ibrahim (CPAS). Arch. Khaled
Rashwan, Arch. Mustafa Abdullah. Dr.
Murad Abdelkader, Dr. Abdel Mohsen
Farahat, Dr. Ahmad Reda Abdin. Dr.
Magdy Moussa. Dr. Karim Abu Jadd. Dr.
Muhammad Fouad Awad. The Arab
Bureau for Designs and Engineering con-
sultations. Arch. Sahah Zeitoun, and Arch.
Ahmad Zeitoun
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At the outcome of its examination of the
twenty designs presented, the internatio-
nal jury of the competition for the
Bibliothéque de France selected the follo-
wing projects : those of Future System
(United Kingdom), Dominique Perrault
(France), Philippe Chaix and Jean-Paul
Morel (France) and that of James Stirling
(United Kingdom). Those of the first two
architects especially attracted the jury’s
attention. The jury also wished to award
a special mention to the designs by Jean
Nouvel and Rem Koolhaas. The final
choice was made by President
Mitterrand who, taking into account the
jury’s preliminary selection, decided to
entrust the realization of the library to

Dominique Perrault.The opening of the
Bibliothéque de France is scheduled for
1995. The investment is on the order of
four billion French francs.

THE WINNING DESIGN

The winning design fits into the urban
landscape of East Paris, favoring an ur-
ban impact rather than a monumental
one. Dominique Perrault wished to offer
to the French capital the space of a large
square (a new Place de la Concorde) wi-
th a garden the size of that of the Palais
Royal at its center. The reading rooms
descend around this garden in the image
of a cloister, “a place of calm and sereni-

ty". Eour 100 meter-high towers serve
as beacons to mark the presence of the
library. In the image of four open books
facing one another, these L-shaped to-
wers define the identity of the project,
enclosing the book stacks within a mem-
brane of smooth, transparent glass.

DESIGN BY FUTURE SYSTEM

The library designed by Jan Kaplicky's
team is a smooth shell open as:the pages
of a book, a sculpture in a park. An ac-
cess bridge crosses the structure, pene-
trating into its heart in a vast wide open
atrium of cables and glass.

el LD aie e

Design by Future System
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TWO INTERNATIONAL

COMPETITIONS, TWO LIBRARIES

Within an interval of a only few
weeks, decisions were carried
out in Alexandria and Paris on
two international competitions
having identical programs:
that of a large library. In
Egypt, the aim was to resurrect
the prestigious structure erec-
ted in the city of Alexander the
Great, which housed the works
of Homer, Euclid and
Herphitus; in Paris the idea,
initiated by President Frangois
Mitterrand, was to offer to the
French Republic a library of an
entirely new concept. Two

competitions were launched,

The Alexandria competition
was open to the entire interna-
tional professional community.
For the Paris project, an inter-
national call for applications
resulted in a selection of twen-
ty participants, including some
of the most prestigious names
in international architecture.In
both cases, the projects sub-
mitted were examined by pres-
tigious international jurys who
selected, in Paris as in
Alexandria, two projects desi-
gned by very young architects.

Dominique Perrault, thirty-six,
will realize his design of the
Grand Bibliothéque de France,
and the young cosmopolitan
team of Snohetta Arkitektur
Landskap & Associates, the
average age of its members
being thirty-one, will design
the Library of Alexandria. Two
fresh and enthusiastic ap-
proaches, two entirely new
concepts for a library, which
we are happy to present in this
special edition,

Winning design for the Library of Alexandria (Snohetta Arkitektur Landskap- &

Associates, architects)

Winning design for the Biblioquéque de France (Dominique Perrault architect)
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Diesign by 1._"...mur Hewmart, Caarlos At Drivedas, S Eidaardo Fevalla

DESIGN EXHIBITION IN PARIS

The Institut Frangais d'Architecture is
presenting an exhibition entitled
“Bibliothéque de France: Premiers
Volumes" until 28 October 1989, featu-
ring the winning design and recent
works by Dominique Perrault as well as
the nineteen other projects submitted
to the jury. Each design is presented
with a model. (IFA - 6, rue de Tournon
- 75006 Paris - France)
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EDITORIAL:

The Library of Alexandria.....
Between Symbolism and Functionalism

Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim

The seminar, which was held on the premises of CPAS, following the international
competition for designing the Library of Alexandria has raised a multitude of ques-
tions especially with regard to the position of the Egyptian or Arab architect on such
a competition. Regarding the organizational aspect, in particular, it was necessary
for the Egyptian Architects’ Association to take part in the competition as a member
of the International Union of Architects, such that the Union does not carryout any
activity in Egypt except in cooperation with the member representing it. This is the
least respect possible shown by the Union for such member. And the member, on the
other hand, should be self-respecting and protest against such an attitude of the
IUA, even though an Egyptian professor is a board member of the jury, The IUA by
ignoring the Egyptian Architects' Association makes it a mere on-looker of architec-
tural events in the world, a phenomenon is suffered by architects’ all over the Arab
world.

Opinions were diverse when appraising the submitted works. According to the
jury chairman, they were in search of the symbolism that may indicate the Library of
Alexandria, especially after extinction of all its vestiges. Hence, the jury has got
nothing to do except to seek symbolism through such natural figures as the shapes
of the sun and the moon or that of the circular bay existing opposite the site of the
Library. The jury has thus chosen the circle to be the main element of architectural
symbolism when oppraising the submitted works. Then it found the object of its long-
cherished wish in the first project using in its design the elliptic cone figure with a
more-than a hundred metre diametre, and covered with an elliptical ceiling incli-
ning to the southeast. It is made up of a group of geometric figures, trying to spread
sunlight over the project components designed in the form of terraces covered with
such luminous canopy.

The competitor dwelt so much on the cultural symbdism of such design, as he
considered the exterior walls of the elliptical cone to be an oil painting full of the
Latin, Roman, Hieroglyphic, and Arabic alphabetic letters, indicating the thought
and culture propagated by the Library of Alexandria. It will be noticed that two
thirds of the elliptical cone building Is hidden under ground, and nothing can be
visible from the the building except a crescent - shaped wall representing all the
visible features of the Library.

There dwindled in the eyes of the jury the imposition of such trend, which is to
increase the costs of building about sixteen metres underground, or manufacturing
the 100-metre diametre sun disk which will cover the Library. We may refer here to
the overcharge borne by Australia when building Syndey Opera House, were esti-
mated at eight million sterling, and the amounted finally to forty two millions. For this
reason, the designer was deprived of his fees, and chased until expulsion from the
Syndicate of Architects there. In spite of it, Australia assumed such a great burden, in
order to have a distinguished architectural edifice, which has been, in the course of
time, a symbol of Australia, just as the Pyramids are of Egypt. The question to be
raised here is how far can the successtul project realize such a national symbolism.

In such intellectual struggle, the Arab or Egyptian competitor is lost between the
requirements of his poor country and the limitless breakthroughs made by competi-
tors coming from the developed world. Besides, there remain further questions
about the cultural aftitude of Egypt, for such a period of time, during which urban
edifices are raised in Egypt with foreign design, technology, materials, and man-
power, even if they are financed with foreign money.

And in such a situation, one may seek a decision from the Islamic Creed. Does this
imply dissipation or stinginess, or moderation of estimation? Our discussion is to be
continued, but by the pens of our fellow architects, competitors, and non-
competitors. If they wish, they write, if they wish they keep reticent. And reticence
means that they are satisfied with their lot...
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