


Sopha Développement

5l Aol A JU1 Sl g 55 05y Sl — Bl YY) bz

Red Crescent Hospital - Caire - Fgypl - Equipped by Sopha Development for the Cairo Health Organization.

THE HOSPITAL ASSOCIATE

A properly conceived health programme is an amalgam
of ideas, needs and equipment soldered together and
indivisible.

Al each stage of the project conception, a permanent

dialogue is established between client’s specialists and

our own experts. With the necessary adaptability and

following local specificites, they provide the requested

SETViCes:

- compulterized proposals,

- aid to decision taking and equipment standardization
setling up,

- ¢oncepiual and technical discussions.

Our through-out approach to the specific problems of
each porject has ensured complete success in all endea-

VARITSE

- organizing and setling up the financing,

cstablishing all hospital programmes and equipment
needs,

- ensuring transporl and equipment installation,

- providing servicing and maintenance,

- training the different operating personnel,

II's our job. As an exporting general contractor, these
are our responsibilities.
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AL MAWEL NEWS:

* The Centre is currently awing up the physical
planning and architectural designs for a number
of tourist villages on both the Red Sea coast and
the northwestern coast of the Arab Republic of
Egypt, after the planning and architectural
technical staff at the Centre had acquired a lot of
experience in such field as a constituent element
of the Country’s tourist development.

* Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim, chief of the Centre, is
to deliver a paper on **Antiquities and physical
planning’’ at the Seminar arranged for by the
Saudi Institute for Training and Security Stu-
dies, and which is due to be held in San’aa
(Yemen) during September, 1988.

* Ismailia Governorate has contracted with the
Centre for making the architectural and physical
studies for the projects of the five-year plan in
the Governorate. Moreover, the Centre is con-
tributing to organization of the physical plan-
ning agency in the Governorate, as well as
promotion of its level of performance.

* Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim is to participateir the
conference due to be convened in November
1988 by the royal Authoritg for Al-Jubail to
discuss the new communities. The conference
will take place on the premises of the Authority
at al Jubil, Saudi Arabia,

* The latest book on the Egyptian Architect
Hassan Fathy was published lately-in arabic, in
the series of books published by CPAS about
emminent Arab Architects. The author of the
book is Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim. It is worth
mentioning that the book is not a repitition of
what was greviously written about him by
Weatern authors, it is rather on analysis of his
architectural thought based on his own work,
researches, and articles.
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Section BB: North facade of the court

entrance, it is also of a later period,
and opens on to the courtyard with
two arches resting on one central
column.

With the exception of the large eas-
tern room rising beyond the body of
the house, a second floor is built over
the northern part only. The eastern
and southern areas of the house at this
level are terraces.

By 1982 decay had set in badly,
which made it urgent for the Depart-
ment of Antiquities to intervene. The
restoration of many monuments in
Cairo does not take into account the
real causes of dramatic decay. In this
house, the major problem was water
seepage, causing the collapse of the
foundations. This could be due to a
lowering of the water table, which
causes shrinkage. Also, different parts
of the building were built at different
times and their respective foundations
have sunk to different levels. Only
when primary causes for the decay
have been clarified is it possible to
choose a technical solution for the res-
toration work. In addition, before
considering the technical problems of
restoration, a new use for the building
must be established. Such monuments
must be integrated into the surroun-
ding social life. This was a private
house for a long time, before beco-
ming a girls school. Other uses can be
proposed for the future: research
centre, visitiors’ centre, medical
centre, small museum... The choice
will have to be made before restoration
work begins, as it will determine the
specific functions of all the spaces.

Section CC: West facade of the court

We envisage the following strategy
for the house: first to intervene in the
older historial section, which is the
most interesting, concentration on the
large 15th-century reception room to
the east. Despite the structural pro-
blems, we should preserve this large
room in its present state as well as
possible. Secondary sturctures in
cement or steel, disguised inside the
building fabric, will prevent further
deterioration. This principle will be
applied to the entire building - parti-
cularly in the northern zone. Further,
certain parts of the building will have
to be dismantled and rebuilt after the
foundations have been reinforced,
such as the magad (the summer room).
Only after this phase can the finer res-
toration - including the woodwork,
decoration of ceilings, etc-be under-
taken.

Edited from a text by Bernard Maury,
Cairo, 1984,

Secttan DI). East facade of the court

Synopsis:

¥ Subject of the Issue: .

- Traditional Houses in Old Kabul (Afghanistan)
by Beshir A. Kazimi - Lecturer, King Faisal
Uiniversity, Saudi Arabia. Based on a study
published in **Open House Interantional. Vol.
11 No.l 1986,

* Article of the Issue:

- ““Application ol Islamic Values to Tourist
Architecture™, by arch. Yehia Hassan Wazeery.
He elaborates on ways of designing and building
tourist villages according to the pure and cor-
rect, Islamic perspective.

- Experiences After the Yeman Earthquake', by
Julyon Leslie. The article describes the activities
of a building education programme in rural
Yemen, Following an earthquake in the centeral
highlands of the country (1982), a project was
sel up to promole safer building techniques.
Open House Interantional Vol. 12 No.3 1987.

* Project of the Issue:

- Red Crescent's newly - constructed hospital in
Cairo - arch. Dr Ahmad Fouad Hafiz.

- Computer Cenlre, Banglore (India) - Designing
team: PM Thacker, Sanjay Mohe, Sudha Vin-
cata Challam. A + 1) July, Aug, 1987.

- A Commercial Investment Complex - Banga-
lore (India). Designing team: PM Thacher, SB
Vasuki Prakash, C Gopinath Ras. A+D July-
Aug., 1987.

- Mud Building: a case study-Tourist Village at
Mandawa, Rajasthan (India) - by arch. Revathi
Kamath. (A + D Vol. IV No.l)

- French Cultural Centre - Damascus (Syria), by
arch. José Oubrerie, with Kirkor Kalayciyan,
(Mimar No. 27).

- Proposal for Planning El-Erfan City-Oman
architects: Center of Planning and Architectural
Studies in collaboration with Center for Con-
servation of Islamic Architectural Heritage.



Bayt Zaynab Khatun

] . UIA.Issue 7
French Mission Restoration Project, Cairo _

France’s participation in the interna-
tional mission to safeguard Islamic
Cairo started in 1970. Ten years ago it
was decided to restore the house of
Zaynab Khatun. The survival of this
house is crucial because of its intrinsic the 15th century, making its builder a
historical value and its location in the contemporary of Sultan Qayt-bay. The
centre of al-Azhar district. This is one Frist owner had the title of‘cup
of the oldest quarters in Cairo, bene- bearer’, evident from his coat of arms
fitting from its proximity to the on the ceiling in the little room west of
mosque and the university. The district the main ga’ah.

spread around these centres, develo-
ping commercial activities, and has
remained active and prosperous
throughout the centuries. Two large
caravanserais were built: Qayt-bay in
the 15th century and al-Ghouri at the

Zaynab Khatun, or when she owned
the house. But its style and spatial
arrangements, particularly the great
ga’ah (principal, ventilated, room)
suggests that it dates from the end of

2 %
L W ITn

Two great building phases of Cairo
-the 15th and the 18th centuries-are
clear in this house. On the ground
floor, a typically dog-leg entrance
leads from the street to a central

are opposite the courtyard entrance) to
their original functions of stables,
saddlery, barn.

beginning of the 16th century. The
district nevertheless remains essentially
residential, for the town’s elite. There
are still several architectural complexes
remaining which have shaped the
character of this important part of

ancient Cairo.

We don’t know anything about

¢ First Floor level

* First Floor Level

courtyard, screening the view from the
street. On the eastern side to the right
of the entrance, are the remains of the
oldest part of the house: three vaulted
rooms which support the huge first-
floor reception room. Although these
reoms might have subsequently had
different uses, we are restoring them
(as well as to those to the north, which

- — Elai xv's

The first floor consists of the piano
nobile. To the east is the magnificent
reception room from the time of
Qayt-bay, which rises the full height of
the building. To the north is a second
room, much smaller and probably
18th-century, linked to the first one.
To the south is the magad (summer
living room), located over the

* Ground Floor level

AL~ aznam

o Ground Floor Level
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EDITORIAL:

Towards Better Arab Architecture
Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim

This is the watchword of the architectural symposium arranged for by the Organization of
Arab Cities in cooperation with the Institute of Arab Cities Development, with a view to make
plans for the future of Arab architecture.... There will collaberate in the symposium the chief
thinking architects in the Arab world, who will get together in the lands of Morocco, so as to
think their cultural history as well as their architectural present over, with a view to search for
common principles to guide the architectural movement in the Arab world, through the profes-
sional practice, compilation and publication, or teaching and instruction. Participation in the
symposium will not be limited to words and expressions, or theories and philosophies, but will
include presentation of architectural models and examples, which are indead a product more of
interplay between the architect and the community than reflection of his thinking and philosophy.
There get together the Arab architects for discussion and talk, since difference of opionion is the
fuel of movement and progress. So, let everyone of them add his touch to such intellectual cru-
cible in order that those thoughts may melt and be homogeneously-purposed and
homogeneously-planned, athough their means of achievement may differ according to the con-
ditions of time and space. Thus the first architectural symposium, to be organized by Institute of
Arab Cities Development becomes an important mark in the history of modern Arab architecture
that rounds up Arab architects for the first time with a view to study mutually the future of con-
temporary Arab architecture.

The Arab architecture has been exposed to a multitude of intellectual trends coming particu-
larly from the West. And that is why the Arab architect stands at the crossroads, as he, on the one
hand, has an eye on the West with its technological advance, while he, on the other, looks for-
ward to the East with its legacy and purity of origin. So the Arab architect is currently afflicted
with a siate of being a scatterbrain between the culture of the East and the method of the West,
which reflects on his archit*~tural and intellectual production. Some are trying to seek architec-
tural regionalism within its international framework some are trying to recover architectural
traditionalism within its ancient framework, while others are trying to contrive traditional types
within their modern forms. Thus, the views contradict each other and the theories are at variance,
despite the fact that all of them seek to develop the local architectural individuality and to for-
mulate it within its time and space dimensions, each through its own way and method. So the
symposiom invites all those architects to present their architectural achievements and views for
consideration and appraisal, free from the diffidence and sensitivity of the profession.

If the Arab architects meeting will witness a speech contest, it will inevitably witness another
contest of drawing and sketching, which is more illustrative than the pen. And here some search
for the form which is wrapped in the philosophical content, others begin with the content and
wrap it up in the form. Meanwhile, some present architecture of the élite while others present
architecture of the community, as on the other hand some present models of detached architec-
ture whereas others present models of complex architecture. And there becomes clear to the bro-
ther Arab architects a multitude of Islamic principles which can guide the architectural movement
in the Arab world, not in respect of the form but in respect of the content.

If the date of the Arab architects meeting has not yet been appointed in the year 1989, to
remind of it is however, a requirement of psychological preparedness and intellectual readiness
for such an expected event and aspired goal.
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