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AL MAWEL NEWS:

* The Centre has demonstrated the initial plan-
ning of the residential cInster No. 1 to the com-
petent suthorities at the Ministry of Constrnc-
tion, Housing, and New Communities, in Egypt.
The demonstration has been attended by the
minister eng. Hassaballsh Al Kafrawi snd a
iarge gronp of the ministry’s leading officers and
experts. The Centre had pursued a new concept
in developing the new communities, which has
interested those specialized in such field.

* The Centre, in cooperation with the srchitec-
tural branch at the Syndicate of Engineers, is
making preparation for convening semingrs on
the projected mew residential clusters sround
Cairo, and other projects within the framework
of a scientific professional programme, under
the heading **Projects for Discussion.™

* The Centre has given » Fst breaking banguet
for its employees, to which those participating in
the 1988 second trmiming conrse have heen
invited. The topic of the course has been
*Islamic Perspective of the Architectursl
Theory.”

* Two of CPAS stafi have registered for the
degree of doctorate on urban planning st Ean
Shams university, The first is arch. *‘Adel Abdel
Monem on the subject "*Urban planning Eco-
nomics at the New Communities in Egypt”,
while the second arch., Mohammed Abdelbaki
Ibhrahim, on the snhject *‘Urban Development
Process Management at the New Communitles
in Egypt."” The Minister of Construction has
taken jnterest in such trend and promised to
facilitate the mission of both researchers.

* The Cenire is making preparations to stage an
architectural exhibition For its works, on the first
fivor of its premises, after making the necessary
equipment. The Cenire, afterwards, is to invite
architecis (o display their achievements in sue-
cession, thns adding a new field to its scientific
activity.

* The Centre has begnn to compile a series of
books on planning, begining with a book on
“Islamic Perspective of Urbsn Development'’.
On the other hand, the executive steps has begun
to be taken in printing the book entitbed “*Arab
Architects... Hassan Fathy™ which comprises
items of informaton that hsd not been
pnblished hefore on him.
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® Reconciling old with new

as Doha, more practical and easily-produced
materials were needed. Houses are now built on
foundations, using concrete blocks within con-
crete frame, all locally made. While there are
still many ome-storey houses a high proportion
gre two-storey dwellings typically set in the
middle of a plot of land gnd surrounded by a
perimeter wall.

In virtually every house now bullt, there is no
central courtyard. In part, design has changed
with advent of modern services: electricity and
sir-conditioning have replaced traditional
methods of ventilation, and the central court is
now regarded simply as a potentigl dust-trap.
But it also reflects social change: a new type of
building has become extreemly popular. In a
sense, the old design has been turned inside-out,
so that verandshs and windows mow have to
fook outwards, and one frequently sees a
verandsh extending around two or three outside
walls of a villa.

This has in turn created some difficutty in
msintaining the family’s privacy in the home,
still a major priority in house-buitding. The
smsltl, one-storey house is usually surrounded by
a high wall, and the entrance angled to secure
privacy. Larger houses are often set hack from
the road, surrounded by gardens where possible,
and by an outer wall with high gates, The majlis,
with its related rooms and spearate entrance, is
kept apart from the family section, or even
placed in a completely separate building. There
is, in addition, sometimes an open-air majlis for
those who prefer the old way of life.

The old courtyard house was often designed
with the requirements of the extended Family in
mind, and was sufficiently flexible to allow for
some expansion, up to a certgin limit, The new
style of building makes this much more difficuit.
In some cases, groups of houses can be seen
within one perimeter wall, providing 8 modern
solution to the problem of keeping a family
together, but these tend to be the exception: “'It
is really very costly”’, one husinessman told me,
* particularly because you need a very large piece
of land."

Consideration is stiil given to cllmate, despite
the prevalemce of sir-conditioning. To provide
some protection from the sun, the east-west axis
is avaided where possible, and various types of
shading devices are offten constructed, for
example, overhange above windows. Since the

great disadvantage of concrete is its high thermal
conductivity, buildings are ideally insulated with
a material such as polystrene.

As 8 far greater range of materigls is now
avalable for building, so the constralnis on
design are quite different from those of the past.
The externsl appesrance has changed with the
import of materials from abroad: glass for gal-
zing, and cladding stones from Britain, Jordan,
even marble from Iialy, Even so, decorative
panels that recall those found in the old houses,
can now be seen adoruing the mew. Mass pro-
duced in pglassrienforced concrete rather than
hend-carved in juss by skilled craftsmen, they
nevertheless echo a decorative form cdlosely
assoclated with this reglon.

A shortage of skilled craftsmen can mean that
re-Creating some of the traditional features of
houses in Qatar js both difficult and expensive,
In the house he built fonrieen years ago, local
businessman Mr. Nasser Al Uthman incorpo-
rated a doorway in the traditional styie, made
for him by a craftsman then in his 80s, who,
mlas, has since died. Nowadays, craftsmen fami-
liar with traditional techniques are few and far
between.

Only rarely does contemporary house design
aitempt to reconcile the old with the new styles
of building. But there is growing interest in at
least a partini synthesis. As Mr. El Othman
commented, “People have begun to understand
that their bulldings should have their own per-
songlity, using a modern style but not ignoring
traditional styles... they need toc combine the two
together, The old buildings have many good
things - they suit our climate, our culture and
our tradjtion.

One such house, built for Mr. Yousuf Dar-
wish to a design by Jim Winter, can be seen just
off the ‘C’ ring road near the cinems rounds-
bout. [t incorporales » central courtyard with
verandshs on three sides, and even a wind-tower
(nonoperationsl - it accommodates g staricase),
In his twenty yemrs as an architect here, Mr.,
Winter has never before designed s courtyard
house. Within the outwsard appesrance of a tra-
ditionai house, however, the building is entirely
adopted to modern conditions: designed as a sel
of independent figts, and with ali the usual ser-
vices and fittings. The building has aroused a
great deal of interest, and it would come as no
surprise to find others following this example.

M ALAM ALBENA S

Synopsis
* Subject of the issue:

Prizes of the Organizations of Arab
Citiesdeals with the results of the
second session prizes (1986 - 1988)
recenth awarded by the kuwait -sested
Organization In & large ceremony held
in Doha (Qatar) under the auspices of
HH Sheikh khalifa bin Hamad Al
Thani. Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim, editor -
in - chief, has been awarded the ““Prize
of the Architect” in appreciation of all
his achievements which emphasize his
faithful commitment to Islamic Arab
architecture.

* Projects of the issue:
— Preservation of the architectural
heritage and the development project

of the old centre of Al Doha city
(capital of Qatar).

— Premises of the cultural and literary
club in Jeddah (Saudi Arab kingdom).
It is one of the projects underiaken by
CPAS.

* Articles of the issue:

— Bullding techniques of a mud-bullt
rural house, by Shahidul Amin,
department of architecture, Faculty of
Engineering and technology, Univer-
sity of Bangladesh.

— Islamic values and architectural
heritage in the Islamic towns, by arch.
Hassan ‘Awad Bishara Musquat
Municipality (Oman).

— Concept of Islamic Building bet-
ween the Form and the Content, by Dr
Hazem Mohamed Ibrahim, who sets
forth the Islamic perspective of the
buildings, which is based not only on
the form of the interior or exterior but
also on the homan activity or
(content), thus combining both the
spirltual and the materigl dimensions.



by: Sylvia Ismail
This is Qatar issue no. 13.

It was the view of the late Alec Clifton-Taylor,
architectural histroican, that in order to
understand buildings, one mnst look at *‘geo-
togy, history, archilecture and the carfis of
brickwork and masonry.”” Bulldings are an
intimate reflection of local conditions, and, to
large extent, 8 key to the way a society works
and evolves.

There are few old houses in Qatar, but those
that remain provide many clues to the priorities
of their design. And sithough a glance at con-
temporary buildings seems to suggest that they
have little in common with their predecessors, 8
number of themes continue to run through
buiiding design to this day. The Arab-Islamic
tradition has not disappesred completely, and
there are now signs of a resurgence of interest in
the designs of the past.

In general, the old houses of Qatar were built
with three principles in mind;

— To provide protection against the climsate,
and to take advantage of cooling breezes in the
hot weather.

— To ensure privacy for the family while fulfil-
fing certain social functions, most clearly shown
by the positioning of the majlis, with its separate
entrance, so as to preserve the privacy of the
household,

— To provide securlty for the family and its
possessions.

In response to climatic conditions, and for
privacy and security, houses were built aronnd a
ceniral courtyard which provided ventilation for
the rooms and verandahs, and an open, private
space for the family. Around the inner walls of
the court, rooms, often with attatched veran-
dahs, were built according to family needs and
resources. This patteru can be seen in the
abandoned villages of the north, and in Umm
Salal Mohamed, Dohs and Wakrah. Houses
were generally bullt to provide shelter against the
north winds, in the same way as tenis had been
pitched in the desert, and this is a common

factor in much Arabian building: according to
the Yemenis, & house facing north is mo house at
all!

Materials used for building also gave protec-
tion against the extreme hest and humidity of
the summer and the cold winter nights, owing to
their low thermal conductivity, Inland, some
houses were constructed from mud and straw
blocks, but most houses were built of limestone
pieces (random rubble) from the desert - Qatar's
desert has am abundant supply of stones. The
mortar (juss) was of gypsum. Alternatively, and
particiilarly near the coast, coral blocks or slabs
were used, as in other parts of Arabia such as
Bahrain, Dubai and the town of Jeddah. Coral is
an fdeal bullding material for the region, since its
cellular sturcture provides very effective natural
insulation, A close look 8t the abandoned houses
of Arish in northerm Qatar, shows how freely
materigl from the sea shore was sometimes used
in construction work

Most of the older remaining houses in Qatar
were built on the beam-and-column principle,
and were usually one storey high, although some
went up to two storeys. External load-besring
walls, strengthened with horizontal wooden ties
cowld be anything from 30cm to 1.5 metres
thick. Internal walls were of weaker construc-
tion. Foundations were laid either by digging
down to rock, or by using gathered stones.

Clearly, the construction of buildings was
strongly influenced by the avallability of mate-
rials, and by the skill of the master-builders that
worked with them. Wood for construction had
to be imporied, end was therefore relatively
scarce and costly. Mangrove poles were com-
monly used both for strengthening walls and for
constructing roofs, and for this reason, rooms
were not more than 3 metres wide - the spen of 8
mangrove pole. By contrast, cellings were often
higher than one might expect (at least in the
more important houses), and this preference for
high ceilings continues to this day.

'
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WIND-TOWERS AND WINDOWS

In one respect, ingenious devices were buill
expressly to take advantage of weather condi-
tions. These were the badgirs, fairly sophisti-
cated funnels that channelled air currents into
the house, Originating in Iran, the wind-tower
must once have been as representatvie of the
urban architecture of the Gulf region as the
defensive towers were typical of north Halian
towns in the Middle Ages.

In Qatar, wind-towers were more truncated
and less decorative than their counterparts in
Dubai and Yazd (Iran). But they were still very
effective since they were open on all four sides,
catching any wind and funnelling it down =
closed space so that the current pained speed
before reaching the room below. An alterrative
form of ventilation was the wall badgir, a sort of
hidden gap in the wall, and best seen in the
majlis of Doha’s wind-tower house. Some
rooms, particularly the maglis, hand rows of
openings to the outside positioned very low, and
designed not as windows, but again as a ventila-
tion system. in hot weather, they were closed
with internal shutters, harred for security.

Windows were not a feature of buildings in
the past, and there must have been very little
natural light inside the rooms. Glass was too
much of a luxury to use for window glazing in
any quantity, and in 2ny case it was not available
in large sheets. Walls were not, however, left
blank. Apart from ventilation inlets, there were
sometimes panels of intricately carved juss:
some fine examples are still to be seen over the
doorways of some of the older houses. On occa-
sion, the panels were pierced right through,
admitting some light. And the wooden doors,
apart from providing security, were also deco-
ralive.

An additional feature, most beautifully exem-
plified in the Sheikh Abdullah complex that now
houses the National Museum, was the arch.
Arches, either as part of verandahs or in relief
on the walls of buildings, feature in many cons-
tructions in Qatar, both old and new. Apart of
the Classicai Mediterranean heritage, the arch
has become closely identified with Arab-lslamic
architecture, and can be seen in Qatar in many
different decorative forms. 1t clearly has a place
in contemporary building design.

CHANGES

In general, houses seem to have changed enor-
mously in recent vears, and there are a great
many buiit in the “‘international style,”” far
moved from the wind-tower house. With the
setilement of Jarge nembers of people in towns
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Socioeconomic Dimension in
Architectural Education

Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Conversation about architectural edneation drifis from one topic te another, without prodn-
cing a tangible effect on the education. It is as if conversation shout architecturyl education is
mere talk or discusslon. It sometimes appears in the form of a research or study that goes into the
discussion and soon ends with the close of discussion. And the gathering breaks up in order to
come together once again for the same talk and the same discussion, although participants in such
talk are among the dicision-makers who are capable of change and development. Thus the
waterwheel tums, nevertheless the drought persists. The same patierns and the very menial ste-
reotypes are established without being changed or aliered, whiie the world around ns is in cons-
tant motion. It discusses, appraises, deveiops and then pnblicizes (8 question), and then the
regencrated inteilectual motion once agrin siarts in unbroken sequence. H the intellectual
movement ususdly issues from those having the prime jnterest in the educationsl process, namely
students of architecture, they usualy move in atmospheres of the freedom of thought, and freeze
up In the forms of repression and psychological pressures.

On the other hand, the industrious masters of architectnre try to fall hack on the edncationsl
forms in the developed conntries as examples to start from, on development attempts if they were
capable of so doing, despite the fact that the edncational forms in such conntries were so formu-
Inted to keep pace with regnirements of the time in the field of technological progress in the
building industry, 85 slso to keep abreast of the requirements of socioeconomic development as
weil a5 the traditiona and ¢ulturad values in each country. So, it is necessary for those industrious
people to try 1o formulate the educational systems suitable For the time regnirments of appro-
priate technology in the building indnstry, 8s also requirments of the socioeconomic development
and Arab traditional values. And if the West gives a special importance to the socioeconomic
dimenslon in architectural education, the least Arab architect can do is to try glving the socjoe-
conomic dimenslon the same importence. Hence, the local economy and the bocal sociology
become two main disciplines in the srchitectnral corricnla, in such 2 manner that an architecfcan
deal with the local reality in every economic, sodal, cultnral, and artistic respect. This may be
taken as mesning a necessary reformulation of the present architectursl curriculs, and it s
actually so. Otherwise, how shall development be, if the architectural production is not suited to
the development and progress of the community? And what use do theories of architectnre pio-
neers in the worid have if they do not find their way to serve the community through architectural
production? This is not to mean that in such a trend there is 2 call to prodnce poor bnildings, but
to produce fine architecture at a low cost for the poor. In other words, what we want is architec-
ture of the happy medium without predigality or triviality, srchitecntre of social equality and
personal nniqueness, architecture of homogeneity in the exterior and varigtion in the interior, or
more accurately architecture of the Islamic communtiy where rights of the neighbour are res-
pected; the roads are given their rights with regard to cleanness, landscaping, and tree growing;
material and ideal things are evenly poised, and where the individus) is affiliated with the com-
munity and the commnnity maintains the rights of the individual. A community which is free
from tower blocks, and which works for development of the desolate land and preservation of the
verdant Jand. And such are all among the values which build the sociceconomically Integrated
community, for spending on building is to spend the money of Allsh Who gims it to serve His
hondsmen in fajrness, takes from the rich to give the poor, and spurs on the strong to heip the
wenk; hence the importance of the legisiative dimensjon which regulates the relation between the
owner and the tenant, as also between the dweller and the brilding consldering that it is a national
weRlth or a property of Allsh which must be preserved and maintained. As a matter of fact, all
those involved in the educatlonal process incinding professors, researchers, and students of
architecture are held accountable for such deficiency, although the incentives to development and
change always start from the students, considering they are owners of their due and architects of
the future.
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