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Edtorial

The National Military Museum at Saiahuddin
-Citadel Is really considered a towering peak
as far as the value of archealogical and
artistic collections on display is concerend, in
addition to the  value constituted by the
unique historical building represented in
Haramlek palace from the time of Muhammad
Ali and Orphans' palace belonging to the
same period. It is the pearl of military museums
worldwide. The historical building holding
archeaological and museum treasures
demonstrates, in a high-level museum
method, a.glorious and lavish history of the
Egyptian army and military art, from the dawn
of civilization on the land of Egypt uniil the
present time, on a record replete with military
exploits, military thinking, and high military
morals throughout the long-extended history
of our homeland. Such were the sights that it
was necessary to do them the comprehensive,
structural, architectural, and finely-worked
restorations which brought the ‘historical buil-

Mr. Mahmoud el-Hadldy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Ahmad Kadry Dr Amal el-'imary
Dr 'Allya Sherift
Dr Wota' Assiddieq
Mr. Atef Ghonem.
VO o Dr Mahmoud Maher Taha

Dr Shawql Nakhiah

Mr. Ahmad El-Zalat
engr. Nabil Abdessamie'
Mr. ‘Abdullah Al-*Attar
engr. Hassan Abdelnaby
Mr. Ibrahim Al-Nawawy
Mr. Mohamed Mohsen

Ageneral view for the entrance Plaz:;. of the Nationai Military Museuc after restoration and deveiopment.

dings of the Museum back their glamour and

grandeur, in such a condition as it had before

at the time of Muhammad Ali. Restoration
works have also drawn up the museum display
and the philosophy of arranging the priceless
exhibits by the Museum, in order that this lofty
educational, instructive and scientific esta-
blishment may extend its message to the youth
of Egypt, and Egyptian citizens, as dlso to cul-
iured people, students, and foreign visitors
alike, with all its purport designed to enrich
our thinking and feeling, and to deepen the
concepts of the military as well as their close
connection with the civilizational and cultural
life of some nation or other, especially the
Egyptian nation throughout iis centuries-old
culiure.

Dr Ahmad Kadry

Head of
Egyptian Antiginties Organization

5

Prof. Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Prof. Hazem Ibrahim

Proi. Ahmad Kamai Abdul Fattah
arch. Nora Al-Shinnawy

arch. Hanaa Nabhan

arch. Huda Fawzy

Miss: Inas Jamal
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Settlements in Dry Countries:

A Design Approach.

AG Sheppard Fidler and Associates
Derek Lovejoy and Partners
Mander, Raikes and Marshall 1977
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* The Centre of Planning and Architec- WP A e gra Y gl gl Gl
tural Studies has begun to consolidate its ) as B3df adlpe & gl U aog
computer systems, with a view to establish i i & it :

an integrated centre for computers, in s S dif g 8 Sillemdt
order to develop the Cenire’s pursuit of e )y Llally
activities, whether in drafting the working
designs, or in printing the specifications
and the quanities' documents, besides
entering and printing the names and
addresses of 'ALAM ALBENA' subscribers
and the controls of accounts at the
Centre. ]

CORIPD D

eyl ddods e ( Ty

* The Centre has been visited by Dr Nim-

puno from the Dutch INFRAPLAN com- o siely
pany, in order to draw up short-range and : by
longrange training courses, in coopera-
tion with the Centre for its long experience
in such field. The courses are to be
financed through the sources of interna-
tional Technical Aid. Dr Nimpuno has
delivered a lecture in the last fourth trai-
ning course for the year 1987 at the
Centre, which was followed by a recep-
tion that was given in this connection at . i :
AL Baron Hoialg. S H Sl 5 8 e il (o)
e Dr Hazem Moh. Ibrahim is to leave for

Masqat (Oman Sultanate), upon the invi-

tation of UNESCO, in order to deliver some

lectures on urban development in the

training course arranged for this subject.

* The Centre is currently developing Its
training courses, with a view to organize
evening studies for junior architects, so as
to assist is development of their scientific
and technical faculties, for the duration of
six months in the year 1988.

e ‘The Urban Planning Section is now
drawing up the working and guide plans
for the residential agglomeration No. 1,
east of Nasr Town (Cairo), on a 4800 Sl ol dshe LM ﬁ $2Yy U (=)
feddan areq, In cooperation with both —
Nasr Town Company for Housing and L 3w
Development and Misr Company for Fer-
roconcrete. The section is also in the
process of making the preliminary studies
of the first residential area in the new
‘OBOUR TOWN.

® The reception that held at Al Baron hotel after
the last training course for the year 1987




movement. These joints have to be pro-
perly placed within the building tabric,
well-sealed and covered. So because of
the permeability of concrete, the external
finish of the building has to be caretully
chosen so as to give more protection fo
the buliding structure. The high relative
humidity will cause moisture movement of
building tabric, and the finishing mate-

* Plat (5)

e Plat (4)

rials in particular. High water contents in
the atmosphere may cause dampness of
the finishing materials and rottenness to
sorne of them. And so the main problem
caused by climate to buildings is the
limitations on selection and use of buil-
ding materials. This is highly important
regarding both performance and main-
tenance.

ALAM ALBENA DS

Synopsis:

* Subject of the Issue:

“Urban Development and Urban Plan-
ning in Modern Cailro”, a study con-
ducted by Mr. Bruno Pignal, on an
assignment from the French Cultural
Centire in Calro. The study aims at givinga
comprehensive image for modern Cairo,
inorder to maintian the mutual exhange of
expertise between Egypt and France. The
study includes 3 main parts; the demo-
graphic problem which consitutes the
basic urban problem, the urbanization
process and the building construction
secfor, ondmaroleafurbonpkmnlngln
the past and present.

* Projects of the Issue:
= Architecture of Hign-Tech:

This Issue presents two High-Tech projects:
in two different fields:

« Alberta Atrium-Edmonton Hospital-
Alberta, Canada; Architect: UHSC Archi-
tects Group.

« Ridgway Centre. st. Louls, Massour;
architect: Hellmuth Obata and Kasa-

‘baum.

» Exibitlon for one of the petroleum Industry
companies in Saudl Arabig; architect:
Zonair Fayez. The building exhibits a live

image of the pertoleum indusiry pro-
cesses.

* Articles of the Issue:

¢ Public Housing at Al-Mahdiya clty in
Tunis: a study was conducted by the stu-
dents of the “institute Frangals d'Architec-
ture” durlng the academic year 1982-
4983. The study incorporates a complete
architectural survey for houses In four dif-
ferent quarters of the historic city
(E-Sullman, Hamza, Borg Giras, El-Misk).
The article is presented In two parts.

* Settlements In Dry Countries: a Design
Approach. Part Il, by Sheppard Fidler and
Assoclates-Derk lovejoy and Partners,
Mundur. Ralkes, and Marshall.
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Part |l

Some Factors Affecting
Maintenance of Buildings in

Misuse:

There are also the problems of misuse of
buildings by users. In some educational
buildings and the like, for exampile, stu-
dents used to glue posters and bills right
to the walls of corridors and halls. Such
bad custom is imputed to the fact that
architects have failed to provide the
proper places and means for hanging
such things, plate (3).

Improper details:

Furthermore, designers of these educao-
tional buildings were not successful Iin
making the cutoft slab which was
intended to provide shading for people
has turned ta be a home for pigeons, and
so plgeon droppings are giving cleaners
hard time. As a result these gaps are now
covered by plywood sheets, plate (4).
Other examples of the lack in good
detailing can be seen In balconies and
external site treatment, where proper
slopes and outlets to drain water out are
not provided. Small as these things may
appear they cause great problems and
may cause real damage fo the buildings.
Designers should therefore think of main-
tenance as one of the design criteria. So
they should provide buildings with the
proper detalls and means of cleaning
and repair, which willl, effect, protect the
building, and keep it intact.

Environmental Factors:

Climatic factors, play a dramatic role in
the design, construction, and mainte-
nance of bulldings. The climate of the UAE
is mainly subtropical semidesert which
can be divided into marine type along
the coastline of the Gulf and hot-dry type
inland.

Temperatures are very high during
summer (between April and September)
and the shade temperatures sometimes
reach as high as 50°C In both zones, and
can fall to 5°C near the coast and 0°C
inland during winter months, (October
-February). The daily temperature range
frequently exceeds 20°C. The level of
radiation Is very high because of the
clear skies In the region. Relative humidity
may fall as low as 5% and may rise to 0%
or more over short perlods of time (24-48

4

the UAE.

Dr Mahmoud M. Idris
UAE University

* Plat (3)

hours), with the average ranging from
50% in summer to 70% Iin winter. The
annual rainfall ranges from about 35 mm
to 130 mm; and the whole of a month's
rain may fall in few hours. Wind speeds
are generally low with occasions of dusly
storms experlenced in early summer.

The semi-enclosed nature of the Gulf,
constricted as it Is at the straits of Hormuz,
and with only a relatively small tidal
movement, restricted the Interchange of
water between the Gulf and the Arabian
Sea. In this situation, water Is extracted
from the Guif by evaporation, leaving a
residue of salts which have built up to very
high levels. Hence the amount of chloride
and sulphate, In the shallow coastal
areas will be more than in the open seq.. .
And since most of the great buildings are
in the coastal towns, except for al Al-'Ain,
In addition to the fact thai the principal
material used In both the structure and
the fabric Is concrete, the effect of the

severe climate and salt deposits in
materials and water will be drastic.

The water table is very near to the surface,
and varies according to its location near
the Gulf. This causes the bearing capacity
of the soll to vary and buildings may
accordingly be subject to settlement. Also
the big range between day/night tem-
peratures and the winter/summer ones
may cause materials of fabric to expand
and contract, which in effect causes
cracks In the building fabric. Dusty winds
fransport sand which may be laden with
salts and so find its way through the
cracks. The situation will be even worse,
considering the very high humidity in the
atmosphere. Therefore, deforieration due
to corroslon of the embedded reinfor-
cement may occur. Plate (3).

The solution to this problem will be
through the use of joints. Such joints will
take care of the thermal movement of the
fabric and settlement resulting from soil
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EDITORIAL:

Continuous Education in Architecture
Whose Responsibility is it?

Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim

The youths of building have raised an important question concerning their great
maijority, that is, the scientific and practical weakness of most newly graduated
architects, since the four years of academic studies are not enough to develop their
executive or designing capacities, considering that the preparatory year is but an
extension of the General Secondary courses. And here the youths of building com-
pare themselves with their likes in other countries of the world, both developed and
developing, and find themselves at the rear as compared with them. The new-
graduated architects are of the opinion that the more proper means to cope with
such situation are to arrange for special courses of post-graduate continuous stu-
dies, with a view to promote the applied and scientific level of the newly graduated
architects, and connect them with the world organizational, scientific, and intel-
lectual developments. And there comes into question the scientific content of such
continuous studies and their reference books, but we find no unequivocal answer.
There is a good many practising senior architects who may coniribute to arrange-
ment of such continuous studies, but they still work in traditional ways. On the oiher
hand, there is another guestion about the responsibility for such studies. Is it the
business of universities and higher institutes, the architectural professional organi-
zations, or the learned societies? And all of them did not try to arrange for such con-
tinuous studies, as is the case with many countries of the world, both developed and
developing.

In this connection, mention must be made that the Centre of Planning and Archi-
tectural Studies, either in its legal capacity, or through the Society for the Revival of
the Planning and Architectural Heritage as a learned society, and out of its moral
responsibility as also according to its scientific activity in the field of compiling,
publishing and training, is trying to find an answer for all the previous questions. It
endeavours to draw up curriculums for continuous studies, contfributed to by some
practitioners from within and some others from without, with a view to propagate
science and knowledge, especially in the field of drawing up the working docu-
ments, follow-up of execution, and application of the advanced scientific appara-
tuses to architectural rendition. And there remains the motive power for any thin-
king, that is, the resources impelling such thinking info full realization. And hence the
search is made for such resources through international organizations or their likes
of the countries which endeavour to develop the main capacities by designating
scholarships or financial contributions to some instructional or training courses. And
such endeavour requires a lot of strain and trouble, especially when dealings shift
from the private fo the public level through official circles. Continuous education,
here, is not designed to give higher academic degrees, as much as it is an act of
being abreast of all the scientific developments connected with the world of buil-
ding.

Continuous education is not limited to the newly graduated young architects as
much as it includes, too, distinguished architects, since continuous education is for
everybody according to the capacity of every person to strive for more and to
comprehend. What counts, here, is organization of the continuous education pro-
cess on its various levels, as well as its managment, estimation, and appraisal, on
the part of the responsible professional or learned agencies if existing. And if it
happens that continuous education comes into effect, it must be channelied to
upgrading the architectural standard of the community buildings, since architec-
ture here is not edifices for the upper class as much as it is buildings for the masses.
Such is the human mission that must be fulfilled by the process of continuous edu-
cation with regard to architecture of the Muslim community.
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