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Salvaging the finest of queens’ fombs:

Nefertari tomb

Queen Nefertari held a favou-
rite position among the five con-
sorts of king Ramessis Il. Despite
the lack in historical documents,
we can make out more informtion
about her, through the ancient
monuments of such age. Perhaps
the most significant of such
monuments, without doubt, is the
little temple of Abu Sumbul, at
Nubia, which was dedicated to
her, along with the goddess Hat-
Hur. The temple was hewed out of
the mountain during her lifetime.
It is to be noticed that her statues
at the facade were sculptured to
the same size of king Ramessis
Statues, thus indicating the high
esteem she was held in.

She participated with king
Ramessis |l in rites and official
ceremonies in such a manner
that we had not known before
except with queen Nefertari and
Akhenaten,

She was not the first to carry
such name, since she was pre-
ceded by queen Ahmes- Nefer-
tari, head of the VIl dynasty, who
was deifled by Egyptians after her
death. And most probably Nefer-
tari was named after her, as also
she may have belonged to the
same dynasty.

The tomb of Nefertari was
excavated in 1904 by the ltalian
archaeological expedition in
Egypt lead by Schiaparelli. It lies
to the right of the entrance of the
queens’ valley on the west bank
at Luxor. The mountain section
out of which the tomb of Nefertari
was hewed is considered among
the worst kinds of limestone, and
that is why its walls were covered
with a thick coat of mortar on

whick the wall figures were cut
out in low relief. And such was the
easiness of drawing, cutting and,
colouring on this coat that the
artist had brillianty set out in his
drawings.

Description of the tomb:

The tomb begins with a stone
staircase leading to the tomb
entrance which in turn leads to
the hall «A» (5.20m.x5.30m) On
both the west and north sides of
the hall, there is a bench, most
probably, to put instruments and
funeral offerings on. And on the
wall above the bench there is
inscribed the seventeenth
chapter of the Book of the Dead,
concerned with exit from and
entry into the other world. On top
of such text on the left hand of the
visitor, there are drawings repre-
senting the queen while playing
checkers (Senet) in her tent. On
the west wall we find a picture of
the Aker (horison) which takes the
form of two lions with the solar
disc in between. Then we see the
Benou bird beside the mummy of
Nefertari inside the tent of
embalmment guarded by the
godesses Isis and Nephthys in the
form of a she-hawk on both sides.
There are also the hall (B) and the
hall- (C). Their walls are covered
with various fine drawings and
paintings. And from the hall (A)
there is a staircase descending
to the sarcophagus hall (H), the
entrance of which is topped with
the god Maat sitting down on the
floor, and spreading her wings
signifying entry into the house of
truth.

Treatment and salvation efforis:
It was difficult to enumerate the

domestic and foreign archaeo-
logical expeditions assigned to
Nefertari tomb since it was closed
to public visits (about the year
1940), with a view to determine its
condition as well as the possibili-
ties of treatment and preserva-
tion, because there is only a
limited number of efforts and
studies which are recorded and
available to the research worker.
However, there are indications
that the EAO had done sporadic
restoration works to the tomb
before and after the world war
(between 1934 and 1977). But
there excists no recorded state-
ment of such works.

Moreover, the UNESCO was
precursory to send its scientific
and technical expeditions with a
view to study the condition of
antiquities in general and thdait of
Nefertari tomb in paiticular. The
first team of experts came in 1958,
the second in 1969, and there
came a third in 1970, which
submitted a detailed diagnostic
and therapeutic report that
embodied the corniclusions and
view points of the former expedi-
tions. The report has become a
main reference to all the subse-
quent case studies of the tomb,
which resulted in a sort of joint
project between the EAO and the
American Ghrity institute for
antiquities presesrvation, to sal-
vage the tomb of Nefertari, The
first phase of the joint project
began on 10/9/1986 | It is a phase
of preparatory studies, which is
due to be completed by next
September 1987. Then there will
be determined the final practical
executive steps of restoration
works to be done to the tomb.

e VR



Editorial:

In the framework of a complete restoration project,
which is carried out in cooperation with Ghetty institute for
restorations in the United States, the scientific and tech-
nical studies are being made for doing restorations to the
tomb of Nefertari, the unforgettable consort of Ramessis
the Great. The tomb Is one of the finest Egyptain antigui-
ties, altogether, just as it is one of the greatest types of
human legacy in general. The scientific levels gathered
for coping with such a challenge, are of ihe highest scien-
tific calibre, which is almost unknown before in the
modern history of restorations. So there are scores of the
world professors, who are specialized in the most exact
fields of knowledge attached, directly or indirectly, to
such great issue of restoration, starting with scientists of
geology, petrology, pedology, remote sensing, microor-
gasims chemistry, physics, architectural and finely
worked restoration, and Egyptology which is one of the
most important scientific and academic seats in America,
Japan, and ltaly, in addition to the qualifications of Anti-
quities Organization in the field of restoration, as well as
all the fields of physical sciences related to restoration,
the most distinguished masters of restoration, and the
dean of restoration college in Rome were assigned the
task of making such studies which almost did not leave
even one gap without scientific dissection, in order that
the process of restoration and treatment may be accom-
plished to the highest and most accurate standard known.
In this framework, humidity, temperature, vibrations and
other environmental phenomena were measured, in
order to be studied and treated by the ultra sophisticated
scientific apparatuses, offered by Ghetty institute for res-

toration in the United States. The institute has also esta-
blished on the site a restorative and chemical laboratory
and equipped it with appliances imported from abroad.

In fact, the history of such tomb since it was excavated at
the beginning of this century and till now, induces us not to
stint it in such effort and such practical safeguards, since it
has remained for more than eighty years closed to cul-
tural visits. None but a few restorators and specialized
scientists did enjoy its unique sights. They considered the
phenomenon of its deterioration, complexity of its restora-
tion, the slump of its inscriptions, and the disagreement on
the methods of treatment, a full tragedy that must be left
behind. Now, and after the Organization of Antiquities
had gathered all its wills, out of our scientific and cultural
conscience in facing such a very complicated challenge
work had begun in the tomb. Then the civilized world and
international community represented in UNESCO began
to regard attentively from nearby, and to be favourably
disposed to the restorations which are at present being
done to perfection to such tomb.

The Egyptian Antiquities Organization, in dealing with
such an issue within the framework of the greater cause it
has previously undertaken to cope with, namely preser-
vation of the national heritage and saivage of its trea-
sures, truly sets about such achievement in a more dis-
tinctive way as regards the nature of the problem which
has to be studied and confronted.

Dr. Ahmad Kadry
Chairman
Egyptian Antiquities Organization (E.A.Q.)

Mr. Mahmoud el-Hadidy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Amal el-‘imary

Dr ‘Aliya Sheriff

Dr Wata' Assiddieq

Mr. Atef Ghonem.

NO o e Dr Mahmoud Maher Taha

Prof. Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Protf. Hazem Ibrahim

Prof. Ahmad Kamal Abdul Fattah
arch. Nora Al-Shinnawy

arch. Hanaa Nabhan

arch. Huda Fawzy

Miss: Inas Jamal

Dr Shawqi Nakhiah

Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat
engr. Nabil Abdessamie*
Mr. ‘Abdullah Al-‘Attar
engr. Hassan Abdeinaby
Mr. Ibrahim Al-Nawawy
Mr. Mohamed Mohsen

Dr Ahmad Kadry
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AL MAW'EL NEWS

* The Centre of Planning and Architec- e
ture Studies has concluded a contract i ) o P ) i )

with the General Organization for Urban U ojsaiy ¢ adl Glid Sum owlF olewdl 350 ol J) sl V) oda Jyims may
Planning to work out the detalled plans oo el Sl comy Ll Sl Bus Wiy 2OVl Dluall plusi] o (Sl

of the new residential community No. 1 i : . i e e "
east of Cairo, which is one of t:re new ¢ MR (ol 0190 ezl ligry - 1 1 Appliaall Cllially olomoll iy Leledll 515
residetial communities to be built el oeld (el o) B e cdezS) g
around Cairo by the Minsitry of Recons-
truction. The Centre is joined in such
activity with a group of exapert from
Madinat Nasr Company (land owner)
and Misr Company for Ferroconcrete as
an executive egency.

* The Centre has staged the tenth tra-
nining course for employees of the
urban planning agencies in governo-
rates, under the heading’ Organization
and Management of the Local Planning
and Development Agencies.” The
Centre is doing so within the framework
of the Training programmes arranged by
the Cenire to the advantage of the
General Organization for Urban Plan-
ning In the light of the formerly-worked
out manuals.

* His Excellency arch. Abdel Kader
koshak, Secretary-Gerneral of the
Organization of Islamic Capitals and e BT patas Jgio G pedodl Sl a5y e lena T Jgad sl
Cities, has held, on the premises of the Ao ey Gogs el plas il paa Gy 0 s, Lesdl 5 panall
Centre, a meeting with Cairo governo- i gl v At el i) It ot -2
rate representatives and experis of the : ; =
Centre, in order to review the process of
work in the study of architectural and
urban painning bases, constituting the
Islamic comprehensive work of archi-
tectures.

* The April monthly architectural eve-
ning, which is arranged by the Centre
on the first Monday of each month, was
attended by a large number of archi-
tects who discussed the topic of archi-
tectural competitions. It is worth men-
tioning that such architectural evenings
are open to all, and they represent an
important part of the intellectual and
architectural movement sponsored by
the Centre.

L

W

* The Cenire has begun to complie a
group of architectural and palnning
books so as to enrich the Arabic library
that has continued for foo long time to
depend on Western library, which has
greatly acted on the loss of the Arab
architectural character.
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in the two dimensional sense. The
second stage is by doing a
compostion of volumes. The third
stage is by doing a composition
of planes in space. The fourth
stage is by doing a composition
in a plastic form. The ided behind
these stages is to change gra-
dudally the student’'s mentality
and way of thinking from the two-
‘dimensional sense to the three-
dimensional sense of volumes
and space. Different aeshthetic
principles have been extracted
from this experiment composing
the main points of the course,
Integration between contrast and
harmony as the main pheno-
menon of life controls the diffe-
rent types of compositions.

In the second part of the course
the student ftries tfo get
acquainted with the different
types of constructional methods
in their three-dimensional sense,
starting from the simple consturc-
tion of the bearing wall to the
most advanced systems of
Buckminster Fuller. The student in
the third part tries to bring about
the integration between volumes,
space and construction giving
different types of architectural
expressions.

Design Through Movement: A
New Medium for Drawing

With the architectural course of
design dealing mainly with the
functional side of the problem, a
full integration between function
and expression could then be
attained by building the aes-
thetic side of architecture. This is
a starting point towards a new
system for the education of
design through movement. The
system is based on the use of a
different medium for architec-
tural drawings to replace the

plane drawing board. The alter-
native is a new system for the
design in space using a three-
dimensional scale moving on
three perpendicular drawing
boards elevated at a level of 1.5
metres, bringing the human
scale into space.

In the case of meeting the mis-
leading impressions of modelling
in civic design or town planning,
a microcamera moving at the
level of the human eye to scale
within the space between buil-
dings in a large scale model
could reflect on a separate
screen the moving aesthetic
relationships between volumes in
space.

The Absence of Egyptian Archi-
tecture

The main drawback in the
architectural education in Egypt
is the absence of a genuine local
Egyptian architecture. Throug-
hout history, the country has
received a series of imported
architecural education systems
from different schools in Europe
and, lately, from the USA.

In the Fatiminde period,
according to Maareizi, the three
gates of Cairo, Bab El-Nasr, Bab
El-Futuh and Bab Zuweylah were
designed by one '"John the
Monk’ and constructed by three
brother architects from Odessa in
Armenia. Sinan, who, in the 16th
century, built more than 73
mosuges and about 52 madra-
sahs and schools many of them in
Egypt and Syria, was an Alba-
nian. The Ottomans in the 17th
century employed many Arme-
nian and Greek builders and
architects to design some of their
buildings. This is not to condemn
many unknown architects of
these periods.
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Synopsis:

* Subject of the issue:

It deals with the Third Conference for
Egyptian Architects, convened In the
period 26-28, April 1987. The conference
took place under the watchword '‘shel-
tering of the homeless™ on the occasion
of the year 1987, dedicated by the
United Nations as the International year
of sheltering the homeless. A number of
valuable papers were dellvered at the
conference. The magazine is to publish
such papers later on.

* Projects of the Issue:

* An office residential bullding at
Heliopolis, Cairo. By arch. Murad
Ragheb Bebawy and arch. Misikah
Farah.

 Dr. Neamat Fouad library: arch. Center
of Planning and Architectural Studles.

* Technical articles:

* Patios and atriums. How their designs
developed untll they have been widely
applied en a major scale in various
countries of the world. By arch. Salah
Zeltoun.

* The evolving design vocabulary of
fabric structures. Among the modern
types of buildings, there has recenty
developed a new technology of the tent
(fabric) structures. Such structures, by
their very nature belong to the same
family of cenire-supported structural
systems as suspension bridges and
double cantilevers. ““Modern architec-
ture as far as technology and techni-
ques are concerned.” By Dr Muhammed
Kamel Mahmoud, professor of architec-
ture, Ein Shams Faculty of Engineering.

* Profile of the issue:

* Finland’s contemporary architect
Reima Pietfila who has recently been

awarded the gold medal prize of the
International Union of Architects.-
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This paper was accepted for the 8th
congress of the IUA held in Paris, 1965. It
was discussed by the fop architects in
Egypt at that time and was mainly sup-
ported by Hassan Fathy... After 22 years
the paper Is still valld as a reference fo
““The Formation of the Egyptian Archi-
tect”.

The Formation of the Architect
with Reference to the Egyptian
Architect

By Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Architectural Education in

Egypt

Architectural education in
Egypt still belongs to engineering
education although it is repre-
sented in semindependent
departments of architecure at
the faculties of Engineering in the
Egyptian universities. It is very
clear as in many parts of the
world, that the traditional educa-
tional system of lecturing and
exerclsing has proved to be
insufficient for the architectural
student to attain the ability of
creation. Systematic routine
courses have drifted the archi-
tectural student into a straight-
forward line towards the way out
of the university with a higher
degree as the main target. The
sudden feeling at a sense of
freedom and independence
outside university gates had its
dangerous reaction on the
young architects who wanted to
prove their personal abilities and
mild talents through any media
for showing up. The result is the
continuous carnival of buildings
alongside the streets of Cairo
and other Egyptian towns. That
was the main reason which has
drawn the attention of the offi-
cials concerned to think out to
build up a supreme body to con-
frol this state of architectural
chaos in the country. But no one
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yet knows the abilities and limits
of this body and its extent of
power.

Although town and country
planning education has been
universally considered to be the
mother of architectural educa-
tion, planning courses in Egyp-
tian Universities have been given
a secondary importance with no
much bearing on architectural
education.

Education Through Research

Education through research as
an educational experiment has
proved to be an efficient system.
A system based on comparative
analysis has been experimented
in the planning courses of the
Architectural Department of Ein
Shams University in Cairo. Diffe-
rent types of town planning ele-
ments were surveyed and
analyzed by different groups of
students who brought their work
in the end together in an inte-
grated manner during the usual
course of lectures and exercises.
This system has proved to be
successful in a scholarly com-
munity with a little sense of library
Importance. The application of
this system could be also
extended over the rest of the
architectural subjects. This system
helps to bring about the students
with their instructors together into
a series of scientific analysis and

discussions to look for the facts in
every subject. The course ena-
bles the student to build up his
study on an analytical compa-
rison system. The student fries to
get to know the different types
within the different trends. If edu-
cation through research can be
applied to planning education,
education through experiments
could also be applied to archi-
tectural education.

The Development of Aesthetic
Feelings:

(Special Studies in early years
of Education).

The study of spatial composi-
tions for the early years of the
architectural course at Ein Shams
University in Cairo has passed
into a series of experiments since
1960-1961 until it has been
crystallized in the present course.
The course is based on the archi-
tectural equation which says
that: architecture = function +
expression, and expression =
volume or space + construction.

The course is divided into three
parts. The first part deals with
training student’s feeling of the
aesthetic relationships between
volumes and spaces in his early
stages of education. The student
passes throygh four consequent
stages of exercises. The first stage
is by doing composition of planes
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EDITORIAL:

A Call to Speak in Terms
of Architecture

Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Arab architects often get together, in order to discuss the concerns of Arab
architecture, without taking up certain architectural works, for fear of either
embarrassment or quarrel. Senior officers in Arab architectural organizations
frequently meet to discuss together their professional affairs, both by arranging
symposia and convoking conferences, without touching upon the Arab archi-
tectural reality, through the local experience of Arab architects. In both cases, it
seems difficult for Arab architects to speak in terms of architecture, when dea-
ling with its atfairs or displaying its projects. Very often that architectural com-
petitions are announced, the jurys become finished with them, and the resulfs
are declared in complete silence, without groups of competitors or observant
architects getting together about it, so as to discuss in terms of architecture the
porjects submitted in such competitions, through objective criticism in its scien-
tific sense rather than its negative sense. And such phenomenon is attributable
to the school, since the student of architecture had not made the habit of contri-
buting with thought in presenting his projects. Neither did he get used to giving
ear fo the opinion of architecture professors, when they criticize the students’
projects, in such an objective way as to deal with the different trends of desi-
gning, without being bound to a certain concept, since there is some crificism
which is restricted to project description, in such a way as to say it is suitable or
unsuitable, right or wrong, without mentioning the reason of suitability or right-
ness. And thus the terms of architecure disappear in the talk between the student
and the professor, or among architects in general.

Here we recollect our meeting with a number of architecture pioneers and pro-
fessors in the world, and how the talk did take place in a common language, and
mutual manner. We recall our meeting in 1964 with the late architect, Le Corbu-
sier, in Paris, and how he compared his architectural method with that of his
large peer architectural firms employing hundreds of architects in U.S. He said he
had been aided by only five assistants, whom he could move just the same as he
could move his five fingers, with a view to perfect the architectural production
designating his own theories and concepts. And then Le Corbusier compared
architecure in America to his human architecture. Thus our meeting was interes-
ting since we spoke in terms of architecture.

Then we recall, too, our meeting with the late Italian architect E.N. Rogers in
which we discussed architectural education, and the revolt of architecture stu-
dents, in Milano, against the educational curricula, and how argument between
professors and students, with a view to develop such curricula, went on in a con-
formable intellectual motion, and in ripe terms of architecture. We also
remember our meeting with the American architect Louis kahn, and his talk
about architecture of the air and that of the water, and how he fried to expound
his architectural theory, which he had applied in a number of his achievements.

All that took place in terms of architecture. Moreover, we recall our meeting in
the firm of Groplus (Walter) in Harvard, and our talk with an assistant of his, about
architectural education. We treated of the study of visible formation, during the
early years of architectural education, differentiating the method of plastic
artists from that of architects, in this regard. We broached our experience, at that
time, as being similar to that which was taught at Harvard university, if not dis-
tinguished from it in some structural apsecis. And our talk, once more, ran in
terms of architecture.

Once again, our talk with the distinguished Canadian architect Arthur Erickson
had been had in his firm in Vancouver, when we treated of the Western concep-
tion of Muslim architecture as well as the Islamic conception of such architec-
ture. Then he showed us his architectural achievements in Canada, and particu-
larly tribunals complex in Vancouver.

Once more our talk ran in terms of architecture. And there followed another
talk with the iate stractural engineer Zafrullah khan, the main partner in Skid-
more firm, in which we broached the cultural and ideological conception of
Muslim architecture, by which he was dazzled, and tried fo apply it in his first
project for king Abdel Aziz university at Jeddah. And once more, it was a talk
which ran in terms of architecture.

Thereupon, when will Arab architects get together, in order to speak in terms of
architecture? And such is another call for the meeting of Arab architects....
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