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among twenty two saints.

- A niche of limestone bearing
floral decorations in relief.

- Pottery with drawings in relief in
the shape of living beings.

- Dummies and ornaments of
bone on which floral elements
and inscriptions are engraved.

- A piece of parchment bearing
a congratulation on the new
year and symbolic drawings
from the 17th cent. A.D.

As for the hall of the Islamic
Period, it exhibits a collection of
ceramics, glazed tiles, glass
pieces, textile, wooden pieces
bearing floral decorations, Kufic
inscriptions some of which are
inlaid with mother-of-pearl as
doors, Koran stands and mash-
rabiyyas, weapons and metal
objects, some manuscripts the
most improtant of which is Koran
in Neskhi writing from the
Ottoman Period, stone pieces
including a marble sabil from the
Mameluke Period and a frieze of
limestone bearing geometrical
and floral decorations and Kufic
inscriptions from the Fatimid
Period.

The most improtant exhibits:

- A big gun inlaid with gilded
silver and decorated with floral
elements and shapes of ani-
mals and weapons. (Ottoman
Period).

- A glass bottle bearing decora-
tions of glass threads. (Fatimid
Period).

- A ceramic vessel ornamented
with drawings. (Mameluke
Period).

- Mosaic representing a hunting
journey. (17th cent. A.D.).

- A spoon of ivory and morganite
with incised decorations.
(Ottoman Period).

Another hall includes coins and
manuscripts from the different
periods as a collection for study.
The most important of which are:

- Bronze coins. (Ptolemic Period).

- Brass filses. (Ummayad Period).

- Silver dirhams. (Mameluke
Period).

- Golden dindrs struck in Cons-
tantine in 1277 A.H. (Offtoman
Period).

- Memcrial medal on the occa-
sion of the centennial anniver-
sary of Mohammad ‘Ali's rule
dated 1849 A.D.

- Memorial medal on the occa-
sion of the Suez Canal inaugu-
ration on November 15, 1869
A.D.

The hall of the Modern Age exhibits
some of the possessions of Mohammad
‘Ali's Dynasty represented in porcelain
and ceramic vases and pots bearing
various decorations; stationery (inkpots
and pens); metal collections including
tableware with human figures and floral
decorations in relief, coloured crystal
vessels; busts of Mohammad ‘Ali Pasha,
the founder of al-'Alwiyya Dynasty, and
Khedive Isma'il; tablets bearing inscrip-
tions in addition o some materials used
by Prince Mohammmad "Ali Tawfik.

The most important exhibits:

- Koran written by hand, ornamented with
gilded decorations and dated. 1258
A.H.

- Tablets bearing Koranic texts and some
of the Honorble Hadith.

- A royal carriage "Caléche style”, used
by Khedive Isma'il in the Suez Canal
inauguration,

- Table-cloths embroidered with silver
threads.

- Coloured crystal pots and silver table-
ware.

The Restoration, Treatment and Conser-
vation Work

The restoration work included many
collections of various objects amounting
to 4253 ones, organic or inorganic mate-
rials. They were chosen from the museums
and the monumental sites fo represent the
different historical periods. The most

PSRRI T T T . Y )l —

important collections that were restored
and treated are:

The Organic Collection

The collections of the textile and cloths
(586 pieces) dating back to the Graeco-
Roman, Coptic and Islamic periods, were
restored and treated. The colours of the
wooden objects (coffins, masks, models of
Pharaonic boats, panels, Coptic toys,
Koran-stands, doors, sotas) were treated
and strengthened. The collections of
bone and ivory (kohl sticks, surgery fools
panels, spindles’ heads) from the different
periods, were treated as well.

The Inorganic Collection
The restoration included the following:

One thousand pieces of coin of bronze,
silver and bullion; Osiris statues; incense
burners; swords; daggers; Islamic wea-
pons of different metals and ingots; 1940
pieces of stone, pottery and marble; col-
lections of glass bottles, plates and kohl
containers; ceramic statuettes; big sta-
tues; offerings tables; capitals and archi-
tectural elements dating to different
periods.

Providing the show cases with the
materials that protect the objects from the
air influences, was taken into considera-
tion.

The Cultural and Tourist Services

- A tourist cafeteria has been established
for presenting soft drinks and gquick
meals.

- The museum garden has been provided
with distinguished monuments.

- The garden has been provided with
pergolas with seats.

- The museum has been provided from
the inside and the outside with gui-
dance boards and labels in Arabic and
English for presenting the historical
information and the tour line.

- A room has been established for selling
the tickets and the museum guidebook.

- A check office has been established
beside a gift shop for selling the repro-
ductions, the scientific books and the
video cassefttes concerning the
museums and monumental sites.

- The museum has been provided with a
hall for delivering lectures and showing
films to the visitors and pupils. This hall
can be used after the closing time
through an outer door opening into the
museum’s garden.
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* The royal carriage used by Khedive Is mail in the Suez Canal inauguration.

including the Predynastic Period,
the Old Kingdom, the Middle
Kingdom, the New Kingdom and
the Late Egypuan Period that
marks the end of the Egyptian
Dynasties.

These objects are represented
in collection of royal and persons
statues; offerings tables; gods
statues; some adornment mate-
rials as perfume vessels and kohl
containers and their pencils;
funerary paintings; some statio-
nery as colour brushes, pen-
cases and papyri; pottery bea-
ring Hiratic and Coptic inscrip-
tions; canopic jars and sarco-
phagi in addition to a collection
of neckalces and other collec-
tions that cover-the sides of the
religious and mundane life
during the Pharaonic Period.

VY oo

The most important exhibits:

- A statue's head of alabaster of
King Menkaure (or Mycerinus)
who built the Third Pyramid at
Giza. (Old Kingdom).

- A false door of limestone,
usually placed in the offerings
room. (Old Kingdom).

- A statue of Osiris, one of the
most important deities in the
Ancient Egyptian Periods.

- A double statue of a man and
his wife of coloured limestone.
(Old Kingdom).

- A statue's head of god Amun of
limestone. (Middle Kingdom).

- A granitic bust of King Ame-
nemhet lll, the greatest King of
the Xl th Dynasty. (Middle
Kingdom).

- A statue's head of Queen Hats-
hepsut of rose granite, in the
shape of the Sphinx.

Papyruses bearing religious
texts and messages in Ancient

Egyptian language writings
(Hieroglyphic, Hiratic, and
Demotic).

The third hall of this floor is for
the objects of the Graeco-Roman
Period which include collections
of the coloured statuettes of
Tanagra; lamp handles bearing
decorations representing Greek
myths; collections of coins, glass
and textfile; heads of statues of
men and wemen in addition to
the coloured gypsum masks.

The most important exhibits:

- Pottery for keeping the ashes of
the deads.

- Terra-Cotta statues of
“Tanagra", used as offerings or
gifts for the deads and buried
with them. They were also used
for ornamentation.

- A papyrus bearing a message
in Greek language 342 B.C.

- Statues of marble and limes-
tone showing the artist's skill in
using the dissection proportions
of the body.

The upper flootr: is for the objects
of the Coptic and Islamic periods
and the Modern Age.

The hall of the Coptic Period
includes a wonderful collection
of textile, manuscripts bearing
coloured decorations repre-
sented in floral elements and
shapes of birds and animals,
coloured icons bearing the sights
of the Virgin and the Christ,
wooden pieces with decorations
relief, bones ornamented with
human figures, pottery and bowls
with coloured drawings and
other objects that represent the
aspects of life in this period.

The most improtant exhibits:
- An icon representing the Christ
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Port Sa’id National Museum

General Historical Introduction

Since the dawn cf history, Egypt
was greatly characterized by
natural and human qualities that
enabled it tc creat the first civili-
zaticn in the woerld.

The distinguished situation cof
Egypt, the fertility of its land, its
great Nile River, and the ancient
Egyptian whe was always cha-
racterized by endurance and
sclidity greatly affected in esta-
blishing the civilizations and rea-
lizing the stability en this kind
land.

That paved the way for crea-
ting an artistic life that pro-
duced many arts in which Egypt
was rich and which were trans-
mitted to many naticns of the
world. The museums in Egypt and
in the countries all cver the werld
embrace the Egyptian antiquities
frem the different periods.

As Port Sai'd is reckened cne of
the passages thrcugh which the
Egyptian civilization was trans-
mitted to the werld, it is suitable to
be the entrance of the light she-
wing the artistic sides in the diffe-
rent pericds of Egypt beginning
with the Pharacnic Periced fol-
lowed by the Graecc Roman,
then the Coptic, then the Islamic
and ending with the Mcdern Age.

Port Sa’id City

Port Sa'id is a city of great his-
tory as the historical facts confirm
that it replaced the harbour of
Pelouz in the Archaic Period.
Near it, there were two Egyptian
cities of great fame; "“al-Pharma”
and "Tanis"”.

Port Sa’id National Museum

Port Sa'id is one of the impor-
tant cities because of its great
history and unique situation as it
lies at the northern mouth of the
Suez Canal through which the
boats and ships, crossing the
Canal from all over the world,
pass. That made of Port Sa'id a

-tourist attraction center for a

great number of visitors and
foreigners beside the Egypfian
visitors who visit the city daily,
especially after its conversion
into a free zone. Therefore, it was
necessary to establish a museum
to embrace the heritage of the
city and collections of objects
from the different periods.

In accordance with the most
improtant aims of the EA.O.
which is spreading the archaeo-
logical, historical and national
consciousness, the E.A.O. esta-
blished this national museum tfo
include various collections of
objects from the different Egyp-
tian periods from the Predynastic
till the time of Khedive Isma'il and
collections of the excavations of
Tanis monumental city that lies to
the southwest of Port Sa’id. The
number ofobjectsexhibited in the
museum amounts to over 6000
pieces.

The National Museum of Port
Sa'id is characterized by its
unique location and large area
and includes an open museum
where a collection of large
monumental pieces from diffe-
rent periods is exhibited.

The building consists of a
basement and two floors, the
basement is for the sections of

photography, restoration and
museum services. The ground
floor is for the objects of the Pha-
raonic and Graeco Roman
periods while the upper floor is for
the objects of the Islamic and
Coptic periods and the Modern
Age till the end of Isma'il’s reign.

The Preparation of the Museum

The preparation of the museum
needed much work and many
arrangements. The basement
and all the windows and
entrances have been secured
and protected with curtains of
treated steel integrated into the
design of the building and the
halls and dall the main and
branch passages have been
provided with different alarm
and security devices as the
closed television circuits.
Moreover, the showcases have
been designed according to the
technical and security specifac-
tions.

The Scientific Documentation

The objects have been pro-
vided with labels, photographed
in white and black and in colours
and precisely described. The
description has been registered
and microfilmed.

The Exhibits of the Museum

The ground floor: includes three
halls, two for the Pharaonic
Period and one for the Graeco-
Roman Period.

The first two halls exhibit the
objects of the Pharaonic Period
covering a long histerical period

Ange VE
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Editorial:

Undcubtedly, the establishment of a national
museum in Port Sa'id was the hope of the archaeo-
logists as this impertant city lies at the mouth of the
greatest navigation rocute that cennects many cen-
tinents.

Therefcre, it has been very necessary that this
museum exhibits the story of the Egyptian civiliza-
tien from the earliest periods till the time of Isma’il in
the last century, aiming at presenting, for the visiter,
a thercugh view of the antiquities of this civilizaticn
during its pericds; the Ancient, the Graeco Roman,
the Ceptic and the Islamic in additicn tc the
Mocdern Age.

If this museum realizes the cultural aims of the
foreign tourism, it alsc fulfills an impcertant mission
fer the Egyptian ycuths and citizens threugh preme-
ting the histerical censcicusness and deepening
the cultural roots of the contemperary Egyptian
perscnality. This aim is net less in nobleness, if not
more, than any other aim of this great establish-
ment.

Ged grant success.

Dr. Ahmed Kadry
Chairman
Egyptian Antiquities Organization

lE.A.O.] * The southern elevation.

Mr. Mahmoud el-Hadidy Dr Shawqi Nakhiah Prof. Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat Prof. Hazem Ibrahim

Dr Amal el-‘imary engr. Nabil Abdessamie’ Prof. Ahmad Kamal Abdul Fattah
Dr Ahmad Kadry. Dr ‘Aliya Sheriff Mr. ‘Abdullah Al-‘Attar arch. Nora Al-Shinnawy

Dr Wafa’ Assiddieq engr. Hassan Abdelnaby arch. Hanaa Nabhan

Mr. Atef Ghonem. Mr. Ibrahim Al-Nawawy arch. Huda Fawzy

A0 v e Dr Mahmoud Maher Taha Mr. Mohamed Mohsen Miss: Inas Jamal
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AL MAW’EL NEWS:

* The Centre has finished compliing all

the gulde manuais, numbering twelve,
on urban planning. They have been
delivered to the General Organization ot
Urban Planning, so as to be printed and
distributed among urban planning
agencles in governorates, In support of
the tralning courses which are stlil being
glven by the Centre In such fleld. The
Centre is to bring them out atter being
verified, revised and developed, in four
velumes; the first on drawing up the
gulde and general plans for towns and
villages, the second on devsloping the
slum areas and upgrading both the
urban and rural environment, the third
on drawing up the working plans of land
plotting, and the fourth on reorganizing
urban planning agencles and bullding
the bases of baslc data, within the
framework of the actlvity launched by
the Centre In the fleid of compliation
and publication.

* The Centre is currently busy with
compliling the third group of architec-
tural books, the first on “Building the
Architectural Thinking', the second on
“Arab architects (Salah Zeltcun)”, and
the third on “Arab architects (Hassan
Fathy)". They are expecied to be
brought out, during the summer of 1987.
* There has been recently added to the
computer section at the Cenire the
machine No.3. The Centre has thus
embarked upon a new phase of deve-
loping Its work concerming bringing out

architectural designs, drawing up the

planning projects as regards aspects of
administration and accounting, or In
distributing “Alam Al-Benaa".

* According to a decision of the execu-
tive committee at the Egyptian Archi-
tects’ Permanent Conference, the
Centre Is making preparations for the
third conference, due to be held In

. Cairo on 2628 April, 1987, under the

watchword
homeless’'.

* Due to the great dwolonnini that has
come upon the activities of the Centre,

‘‘Sheltering of the

In addition to the high esteem in which it

has been held by both officlal and
unofficlal quarters, both cbroad and
domestically, the Centre Is reprinting lis
brochure which explains its various
activities after being developed.
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tion between the different philosophies
and theories of the ploneers. This Is the
fact that left the young generations of
architects not knowing their way
through this chaos of principles and
theories.

The Way out of the Chaos

It is quite recently that Buckminster
Fuller has put his hand on the heart of
one side of the three main problems
confronting the new generation of
architects. From the scientific side,
Fuller calls for the full utilization of
resources, technology and energy for
the sake of humanity, by shortening the
period between technical invention and
application in planning and building
industry to be on the same rate, asin the
case of other industries. There are still
two gaps in the architectural thinking to
be filled. The first is the human and spi-
ritual side of the problem, and the
second is the general planning pro-
blems confronting the future of huma-
nity. In the light of these three problems,
architectural education should be
based.

The Three Stages of Formation

Throughout the period since the
Industrial Revolution, the formation of
the architect has passed through three
different stages. The first stage is that of
the nineteenth century when the archi-
tect tried to combine industry with art
and life. The second stage is that of the
first half of the twentieth century when
different trends and theories have been
crystallized by the contemporary pio-
neers of architecture. The third stage is
that of approaching the end of the pre-
sent century which is confined to
observe the integration of the different
architectural trends after a period of
experimental approaches towards
integration. New trends and theories are
expected to appear at the beginning of
the twenty first century when the world
enters the fourth circle of life in the
space age, when a new medium of
energy may be found.

Architecture as a Religion

It seems, after all, that a four-or-five-
years course of architectural education
is not enough to build up the foundation
of a good architect with a wide range of
education integrating the three aspects

of knowledge, necessary to build the
architect on the three years of architec-
tural education; i.e. human science,
technology and planning. In this case,
architectural education would come to
the level of religious education which
needs a special course of nursing and
breeding for the growing up of a reli-
gious person with deep belief. The
extension of architectural undergra-
duate courses over a period of at least
ten years, including the secondary
school period, could be the right we y for
the formati>n of the architect. Religious
education at Al-Azhar University (1000
years old) covers more than a ten-year
period. Technology, human science and
planning with design courses should go
in paraliel lines throughout the different
levels of education, not as separate
courses, in a way which can ensure their
integration and interaction to bring out
good architecture. Manual, visual and
phonetic skills could be trained at the
early stages of education leaving the
composite courses for the higher stages.
In this case we might have subjects as
mathematics and designs physiology,
biology and construction, astronomy
and planning, environmental require-
ments, evolution of civilization, space
design, ufilization of resources and
energy.

Schools of architecture are among the
very few schools in the world where
students spend the longest time during
day-time or the evenings and in many
cases until the last hours of night. The
student of architecture, therefore,
should be resident at his school and not
even in a separate dormitory. The school
in this case becomes as a monastery for
architectural education.

University of Architecture — The
Grand Prix du Caire.

The interrelationship between coun-
tries in the field of architectural educa-
tion could help to crystallize the univer-
sality of architecture with respect to
regional aspects. The Grand Prix de
Rome has played a distinctive role in the
European region. A suggested Grand
Prix du Caire could serve the same
purpose in the Middle Eastern Region.
The interchange of scholars between
the developed and the developing
countries may help to reach the same
target.
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Synopsis

* Subject of the issue:

‘‘Egyptian Architecture
-Whereto? The Role of Archi-
tectural competitions In
Building Architectural Thin-
king”.

* Articles of the issue:

- Architecture of Traditional
Houses in the Yemeni Arab
Republic - Part I, by Dr
Ahmed Salahuddin Atlya.

- Gates of the Arab Islamic
City: a scientific report on
designing a memorial gate
for Amman, by Dr Magdi

Tawfik Mikhael.
* Projects of the issue:

- Kenyatta conference
centre, at Nairobi (Kenya);
architect: Carl. Henrlk Nosi-
wigt. Presented by arch.
Salah Hegab.

- Competition of designing
the Egyptian Embassy In
Baghdad (iraq) - The Arab
Bureau, Dr Abdel Mohsen
Barada - Dr Farouk al-Gohary
& Dr Hamam Serag, Dr Abdel
Haleem Ibrahim.



ALAM ALBENA

Formation of the Architect:

With Reference to the Egyptian Architect

by Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim

This paper was accepted for the 8th congress of IUA held in Paris, 1965. It was discussed by the
top architects in Egypt at that time and was mainly supported by Hassan Fathy. After twenty
two years the paper is still valid as a reference to the formation of Egyptian architects.

Our period could be considered a
period of transition. To some, as Gledlion
says, It presents the appearance of the
chaos of contradictory Impulses. This
transitional period is estimated to have
lasted for the whole nineteenth century,
and ever since the opening of this tran-
sitlonal period our mental lite has been
without equllibrium. This state of transl-
tion may continue in the twentieth cen-
tury as a phenomenon of the changes of
environmental requirements and the

" decreasing rate of change In the history
of humanity In the third circle of life. The
world has entered the third circle of life
since the beginning of the Industrial
Revolution. The first circle was that of
the Geological Age and the prehisto-
rical period until the beginning of the
Industrial Revolution. The fourth circle of
lite might start with conquering the
outer space, a happening which might
affect the relativity theory of Einstein.

If the different departments of human
activity have steadily lost touch with
one another since the nineteenth cen-
tury, It Is timé to work for the integration
of these d_opuﬂrnenls in the twentieth
century, sc as to rebulld the moral
wreckage of humanity. The formation of
the archltect cannot be bullt through
the ftraditional system of academic
education, but through a system of
architectural upbringing.

The way to the Integration of
Knowledge

In the early period of the Industrial
Revolution, architecture was isolated
from technologlcal advances; a phe-
nomenon which went through the nine-
teenth century. The establishment of the
connectlon between sclence and art
was an aftempt made by the Ecole

4

Polytechnique in 1794. Later on, another
effort was made by the Bauhaus under
Groplus to unite art and Industry using
architecture as the intermediary. A call
for Iinfegrated culture was given by
Gabriel Davioud, one of the architects
of the Tracodero in 1877, who wrote that
“the accord wlll never become real,
complete and frultful until the day that
the engineer, the artist and the sclentist
are fused together In the same person".
The same call contfinues at the present
time when Gledion wrote in hls comment
on the development of contemporary
architecture that “*bullders, sociologlsts,
economists, political theorists — none of
these have as yet fulfilled all their aims.
Meanwhlle, architects have worked
with whatever means were at hand,
sometimes very primitive ones, with
which completely satistactory solutions
were Iimpossible to establish the con-
tours of a new kind of lite™.

Gropius, In his view on architectural
education at Harvard, said that “the
integration of the whole range of know-
ledge and experience Is of the greatest
importance right from the start; only
then wlll the totality of aspects make
sense In the student’s mind. Such an
educational approach would draw the
student Into a creative etfort to Inte-
grate simultaneously design, construc-
tion, and economy of any given task
with Its soclal ends”. This approach
could not be met by the ordinary system
of academlic education. The formation
of the architect must therefore begin at
an early stage of secondary education,
and then be continued at university
level. Skills could be developed at the
early stages leaving the higher levels for
the teaching of methods of approach
which Is, In Groplus’ opinion, more

Part Il

Important than the teaching of skills.
Skilis could cover a wide range of sub-
Jects such as muslc, drawing and
applied arts, besides the fundamental
vocabulary of architecture. If the edu-
cation of the Individual today Is
directed toward Inteliectual specializa-
tion, the education of the emotions will
not be anymore neglected. If thinking Is
already tralned, feeling will not be
anymore left untrained.

The Contemporary Chaos

The tormation of the contemporary
architect In the world has been
influenced by the so-called ploneers or
master bullders of modern architecture
whether those of the Art Nuveau, the
Beaux Arl, the Bauhaus or the CIAM
group. Architectural education, since
then, was subjected to many foermulas or
maybe principles such as functionalism,
purism, sculpturism, rationalism, fan-
tasticism, expressionism or romanticism;
a serles of many expressions describing
the visual or the superficial aspects of
architecture. individualism might be the
main reason. Every ploneer trles o pre-
serve his personal trends and Ideas
either by phllosophizing his work and
analyzing Its apsects, or by putting
specific rules and theories which might
be neglected later on, or even by con-
demning others’' philosophies and theo-
rles. Nevertheless, each ploneer has got
his own way of thinking and a one-sided
point of view which he fights for, within
a subject of many sides and aspects.
This might be the result of the rapid rate
of sclentific development and the
changing environmental requirements
in the world, or It might be the result of
the natural phenomenon of varlety. But
this also means that there Is no integra-
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EDITORIAL:

Tending to the Interior
Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim

This is not a call to follow the architectural method of designing for interior
orientation, as is raised by some theories of Muslims’ architecture, so as to main-
tain the privacy of the space. However, it is a call for tending towards the interior
of the Arab homeland in order to preserve its intellectual and cultural privacy.
Very often we keep our mind on, and participate in international conferences,
whereas we do not try to hold and contribute o the local conferences. Very often
we compete for the purchase of foreign architectural magazines, while we take
no interest in supporting the local architectural magazines. If we are invited by a
toreign country to take part in the architectural exhibitions it organizes, we
compete for obeying its invitation and spend on them so much money, while we
do not try to stage architectural exhibitions periodically in the Arab countries. If
the foreign architect calls on us, we listen to and hear him out, yet if the Arab
architect speaks we keep away from and shun him. This is the call for turning to
the interior, since building an architect from within is more useful than to build
him from without, in order that he may not be intellectually and practically alie-
nated. We keep our mind on the periodical conferences of the Intrernational
Union of Architects which we hurry to attend, and even we hasten to defray our
subscriptions in thousands of dollars. Such is the case at a time when we have no
union for Arab architects to participate in. We pursue the various architectural
activities abroad, without trying to imitate them domestically. We turn our atten-
tion more to the foreign countries than to the interior. Indeed, we give and do not
take, import and do not export. So much so that the balance of payments in the
architectural thinking has been upset, to the extent that some foreign organiza-
tions call on us so as to rally us in order to discuss our planning and architectural
problems, as if we still are children at the intellectual créche.

Some of us feel proud that they cannot express their views except through a
non-Arabic language, that is, the language they had been taught abroad, being
heavily charged with all which contradict the Arab real, in the foreign thought.
How, then, can architectural knowledge be propagated on a large scale in the
Arab homeland through a non-Arabic language? Is it proper to write in a non-
Arabic language for the others so as to propagate knowledge in their countries,
while the Arab interior is left empty-handed? And if architectural giving is domi-
nated by the individualistic inclination, consequently, when will there be a
common language, among Arab architects, around which they rally in their con-
ferences and seminars, rather than raily around another, in the conferences
organized by the others, at which they suck the Arab nectar both mentally and
financially, whereas the Arab arena is left empty of both notion and money? We
have already called for holding the first conference of Arab architects, and such
a call has certainly reached hundreds of them, but they move only through
others, hence the necessity of tending to the interior, so as to reorganize the pro-
fession, the mental get-together, and the Arab compilation and publication. Let
us give ourselves a pause to think the matter over, while we are witnessing the
great activity launched by architectural organizations in all the countries
around us, nevertheless we are completely powerless. And the power lies with
the forearms of the youths of building, who constitute hope of the future. Let the
youths of building make a move to build houses for architecture in their coun-
tries, where they get together, demonstrate their works, discuss their problems,
and undertake printing and publishing the Arab books compiled by professors of
architecture, each in his field, not as reported from the West, but as based on the
local Arab reality, the deep-rooted Arab history, and in the light of the variables
of the future. Such are some of the hopes of Arab architects in every Arab
country. And such is the objective of this call for tending to the interior, to our-
selves, and what matters to us is to get together with one aim that we cherish.
And then we shall find in a lot of us him who can take the initiative, forthwith, and
undertake the responsibility of organizational works to realize such aim.
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