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$tatue of Ramessis Il

In Osris shape.

Wadi el-Subu’a Area:

Wadi el-Subu’a archaeo-
logical area lies at a dis-
tance of 140 K.m. to the
south of Asswan. It includes
the temple built by Ramessis
I and named Bar Amon,
that is, the house of the god
Amon dedicated to his ser-
vice in addition to serving
the son god Ra Hor Akhty
and Ramessis I himself.
Wadi el-Subu'a Temple has
been translocated to its new
locality at a distance of
about 4 K.m. to the west of
the original place, after
being broken up and
reconstructed according to
its architectural plan, fol-
lowing the rise of the water

One of the decoration after restoration.

It shows Ramessis Il giving sacrifices.

level at lake Nasser.

Restorations done to the
temple:

The work site has been
furnished, as from the first of
November 1985, with the
necessary equipment, and
the work has actually
begun in December 1985 by
photographing the temple.
All the drawings and ins-
criptions were cleaned,
after the soot had been
removed. Then the coloured
inscriptions inside the
temple were washed with
water mixed with pure white
alcohol. Moisture and salts
in some parts were elimi-
nated by applying com-

presses made up of clean
sands and Nile silt. The
background of the
coloured decorations was
strengthened through the
splits. Then, the splits were
stuffed with mortar of the
same colour. The new and
spoiled restorations were
removed, and external res-
torations were done to the
pylon and statues. The
cement mortar between the
joints was removed, res-
tored, and refilled with
cement and sand mortar.
Such are only a sort of the
difficult scientific processes
of restoration work that were
done to the temple of Wadi
el-Subu'a.

MY e \i



Synopsis
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Restoration Project of the Nubian Rocky Temples

Historical backgruound:

The pharaonic kings, as
from the age of the Modern
Kingdom, hewed out rocky
temples for their gods in the
region of Nubia, after they
had completely conquered
it up to the fourth cataract.
Amenhotep lll, well-known
for being fond of building
the huge temples, such as
Luxor Temple, hewed out
the first of the rocky temples
at Nubia, viz. the small
temple at Wadi el-Subu’a
consisting of a front pylon,
followed by a court and a
hall, and then the Sanc-
tuary. It was dedicated to
service of one of the local
gods. Amenhotep IlI was
then followed by King Hor-
moheb who hewed out a
small temple at the hill on
the east bank of the Nile. Its
walls were decorated with
oblation scenes. It is one of
the rocky temples which,
during the christian eras,
became churches, and

Mr. Mahmoud el-Hadidy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Amal el-‘imary

Dr ‘Aliya Sheriff

Dr Wafa’ Assiddieq

Mr. Atef Ghonem.

Dr Mahmoud Maher Taha

Dr Ahmad Kadry

N0 o e

(Wadi el-Subu’a Temple)

some of its walls were
covered with saints’ picto-
rial representations, and the
ceiling was painted with an
illustration representing
Christ. The most important
parts of the temple were
translocated and delivered,
while the remaining parts
were left fo be submerged
by the water of the High
Dam lake, because of the

difficulty to deliver the
whole temple.
The most famous rocky

temples of Nubia are those
dating back to the reign of
king Ramessis Il. (See the last
issue on Abu Simbel tem-
ples). His temples surpassed
the Nubian temples altoge-
ther. Among them are (Beit
Al-Wali) temple, which is ar
small temple built to the
south of Asswan at a dis-
tance of 55 K.m. It was trans-
located directly to the south
of the High Dam, near the
temple of Klabshah. Such

Dr Shawqi Nakhiah

Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat

engr. Nabil Abdessamie’
Mr. ‘Abdullah Al-‘Attar
engr. Hassan Abdelnaby
Mr. Ibrahim Al-Nawawy
Mr. Mohamed Mohsen

temple was dedicated to
the devotional service of
Amon Ra and some other
gods. There was also the
temple of (Garf Hussein)
which was partialy deli-
vered. It was dedicated to
the devotional service of
Prah as well as some other
local gods. It is one of the
semi-rocky temples, due to
the fact that its front part
was built out of sandstone
while the other part was
hewed out in the rocks. As to
its architectural formation it
combined that of the
temple of Wadi el-Subu’a
and that of the large temple
of Abu Simbel.

The Egyptian Antiquities
Organization has drawn up
an all-out plan to restore
and develop the archaeo-
logical areas where such
rocky temples are located.
The work group has already
finished doing restorations
to the temples of Abu Simbel
and Wadi el-Subu'a.
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Nine-storey apartment buliding

by laying out different networks at various
depths of a common trench.

Soclo-economic character of
residents

There exists a single standard for hou-
sing the population reflecting the comfort
level and the stage of development.
Income was not taken into consideration.

The over-all design satisfies living requi-
rements, as well as traditional traits of the
inhabitants.

Each neighbourhood has a civic centre
with premises for club-work and sports
facilities.

Land use

Gross site area: 106.5 hectares (100 per
cent)

Housing: 17.0 per cent

Community facilities: 18.0 per cent
Vehicular circulation, parking, footpaths
and paved areas: 15.5 per cent

Green areas: 49.5 per cent

Population density: 270 persons per hec-
tare, average

Size and grouping of dwellings

Neighbourhood sizes:
Y-4, 1,730 dwellings.
Y-5, 2,920 dwellings.
Y-6, 1,700 dwellings.

Distribution of dwelling types:

Two-storey buildings for one family houses

—2.5 percentlfour-storey buildings for

apartment dwellings—60.0 percent/ nine-

storey buildings for gallery-type apart-
ment dwellings—37.5 percent.

The dwellings are designed for single

-

@eneral view of residential area
=k e t! R Z

General view of residentlal area

persons and families of from two to seven
persons.

Timing

Starting date: 1966
Completion date: 1967
Occupation dates: 1968-1969

Climatic data

Air temperature (°C):
Mean: 13.5°
Maximum: 24.0°
Minmurh: -30.0°

Average relative humidity, in winter 59 per

cent, in summer 27 percent. Gentle winds
blow from the north-east in winter, and
from the north and north-west during
summer.

Construction

In nine-storey buildings use is made of in
situ reinforced concrete sturctures with
heavy-grade 300 reinforced concrete
panels using low-alloy section steel,
external walls are of single-layer ceram-
zite concrete panels finished with white
cement, enclosing walls in open-sided
galleries of asbestos cement panels,
precast solid reinforced concrete 3 x 6m
slabs for floors. In twostorey houses there
are brick walls, precast multicavity rein-
forced concrete floors, a composite roof
with ceramzite insulation and roll roofing
on bitumen mastic.

Costs

Tow-storey and four-storey buildings:
112.48 roubles per square metre
Average cost of nine-storey buildings:
110.00 roubles per square metre

Synopsis

* Subject of the Issue:

The Egyptian Village and the Negcessity
to upgrade it. Taken from an MA worked

out by arch. ‘Adel Abdel Mon'im ‘Abdo. It
envisages for the Egyptian Village an
upgrading process within the framework
of Integrated socioeconomic urban
aspects. Hence the Importance of gai-
ning a suitable access to a shori-range
development of the Egyptian Village
within the comprehensive thought of
upgrading.

* Projects of the issue:

* An office buliding at Blomfelld, Connec-
ticut, US.A. designed by the Architects
Collaborative. It Is the projcet of a new
addition to the existing bulldings of the
headquarters of an American company,
dating back to the fiftles. That Is why the
company had asked the architect that
the new bullding be modern without
innovation, so as fo harmonize with the
old bulldings of which the company is
proud.

* An extension project of Alaska’s museum
of history and fine arts, at Ankorage.
Architect: Mitchelll Glurgola and May-
nard & Partch. Once again in this project,
the design of the new museum bullding
had to deal with a group of constraints,
among which Is the necessity fo incropo-
rate the existing museum In the new struc-
ture.

* An acoustic treatment of a music hall, at
Minnesota, US.A. by the architect Ben-
jamin Thompson. ]

* Technical article:

Architectural studies of acoustics
treatment In bulldings, by Dr Sami Abdel:
Aziz Mahmoud, Prof. of Architecture,
Acoustics, Lighting-Faculty of Fine Arts,
Helwan Unlversity, Calro.

¢ Profile of the Issue:

This issue profiles Dr Mohammed Sami
Al.Shafiel, Prof. of architecture, Faculty of
Engineering, Cairo University.
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Design of Low-cost Housing And

Community Facilities (Vol. ll)
Basic Housing Case Studies

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
TASHKENT, Uzbek SSR

GIPROGOR  (State Institute of Town Design)
CNIEP  (Central Research Institute of Experimental Design)

Location and type

Situated in the city of Tashkent, capital
of the Uzbek SSR, this is @ complex of three
neighbourhoods containing 6,350 dwel-
lings linked together as part of the central
area of the city

Evaluation

The group of neighbiourhoods, Y-4, Y-5
and Y-6 conslitutes a single residential
estale integrated into the city centre. The
neighbourhood development fronling the
avenues, the remainder of the zone and a
canal, is characterized by a wide
rhythmical spacing using nineslorey
apartment buildings with shops on the
ground floor. The streels of the neightbou-
rhoods are lined with alternating courls
and exiended elevalions. The planning
pattern of each neighbourhood
expresses clearly the idea of creating an
infraneighbourhood pedesirian  bLoule-
vard ring contributing to the unification of
residental groups and containing withmn
the boundaries the neighbourhood civic
centre with a palza and main pedestrian
sireel, schools, shops, sports grounds,
green spaces and other facilities. Planted
pedesirian ways serve at the sanme lime as
exits from the neighbourhoods to arterial
roads, public transportation, recreation
zones and public buildings.

The planning and architecture provide
the possibility of ensuring optimur venti-
lation through courts taking into account
the orientation of buildings. Particular
altention was paid to an irrigation system
consisting of open decoralive reservoirs
of different types with areas of up 1o 3.000
square metres, splashing pools for chil-
dren and canals located along the main
pedestrian ways. A system of overhead
irrigation makes it possible to distribute
clean water throughout the area, thus
allowing an extensive use of planting in
combination with water, while taking inlo
account the preservation of existing lrees
and shrubs. Greenery is concentrated in
residential groups, pedestrian ways and

4

al water reservoirs, e, Iin places fre-
quented by people. The planted area
occupies 60 per cent of the residential
zone

» Site plan

« Section of typical floor plan in nine storey

buildings
The proposed experimental develop-

meni proves the efficiency of the arran
gemen! of terraces with shading cano-
pies not only tor the houses but also for the
apartments. Terraces raised atove ihe
court level which are decorated wilh
vines and flowers and have canopies
eight to 10 melres wide, serve as meeling
and communication points. Two main
problems were solved in the layou! of
type-plans of residential and pubilhc buil-
dings: the first deall with the flexitility in
the structural schemes; the second, and
more complicated, consisted in under-
pinning earthquake-resistani buildings of
ditferent heights on layer of unstatile soil
The design of public utilities was worked

« Ground floor plan of four-storey buildings

~ - -
K K K
[~ L [
S = | T
Floor plan of typical storey in four-storey B—bedroom, K—kitchen, L—living room,
buildings AB—access balcony, ClL—closet,
g B DK—dining room and kitchen
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EDITORIAL:

ARAB ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE BETWEEN
IMITATION, ORIGINATION, AND ELIMINATION

Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim

There has recently come out an architectural movement that aims to ingrain
cultural values in contemporary architecture. The movement has spread to dit
ferent parts of the Arab world calling up for presentation of the Islamic distinc
tive character in the architecture of our time. It also calls for the need to resist the
cultural invasion, which is rushing up all over the Islamic worid from either West
or East. Architects have got all mixed up, being uncertain what course to follow
in order to carry out such a call, since architecture, in the end, is the interplay ot
the cultural values deeply rooted in architects and non-architects together, as
also it is the reflected image of peoples’ cultural progress. Some have taken the
course of imitation, generally understood by common people, others the course
of origination, while the rest have categorically rejected the idea, and kept to
the Western values which fascinated them and the foreign architecture which
overwhelmed them, so much so that they have subordinated themsleves to them,
as also te all their achievements, and have accordingly lost their individuality
and departed from the issue of such a contemporary movementi. Those who have
tended to imitation follows the shortest course to fulfil their objectives in
expressing and ingraining the architectural heritage, thus helped by the masses
who consider their future to be the image of the past. The past here differs
according to space and time. Nonetheless, it has been left cut of consideration,
and the search for contemporaneousness has become through imitation and not
origniation. Thus the Andalusian architecture of the West appeared in the buil
ding of the desert countries of the East, as also the details of the local architec
ture in the East passed into the local architecture of the West. Accordingly,
architecture lost its traditional constituents connected with both time and space.

While some people oppose the imitation course which does not express the
movement of lite and its development, we see some others trying to apply the
origination method by abstracting the traditional architectural details and
assembling them in a contemporary architecture, in spite of the fact that such
details had been produced at a certain time and in a certain spac2, as an
expression of the constructional ability and the functional requirements of such
time and such space. Such method is being applied under the influence of our
time's precipitation and superticiality of thought, without grasping the civiliza
tional dimensions that produced the traditional architecture. If contempora
neousness is an expression of our time with all its civilizational and cultural for
mative agents, it combines both development and purity of origin in a contem
porary form so as to be heritage for generations to come. And such is the hard

" way that some avoid to take.

It Arab architectural heritage has wavered between imitation and origination
from the theoretical standpoint, it suffers, in practice, from devastation and
elimination. How many archaeological meanings have been annihilated in fron!
of the vast random urbanization that put an end te all civilizational and cultural
values in the absence of the conscious architectural movement, which has
moved a number of world organizations, alleging their aspiration for Islamic
heritage, and encouraged them to acquire the origins of local architectural
heritage, to get them out of their Arab localities, with a view to build their civili
Zational edifices out of such origins and then to re export them to the Arab world
in a polished form, as a witness for civilization. Such is the matter at the time
when Arab countries abound in hidden treasures of architectural heritage, wai
ting for him who reveals their purity of origin, removes the dust of backwardness,
and introduces them fo the present generation and the generations to come, in
the Arabic language they understand. The time has come tor the Arab architect
to be mindful of such cultural incursion, and to look under his feet in search of his
purity of origin, as a revival of his heritage, accompanied by his interplay wilh
the contemporary movement for advance and developmen!
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