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UP-GRADING OF THE URBAN ENIVIRONMENT OF CITIES:

Callacting researches presented at @ seminar heid by
Jeddeat municipality (1405 AH. - 1984 - AD)] [Arabic &
English). (155
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BLAMIC PERSPECTIVE OF THE ARCHITECTURAL THEORY:

Distuss the western arshitectural theory In search of o
lecal theory derived from Islamlc Valuas.
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HOUSING IN THE ISLAMIC CITY:

Gothering the researches dellvered at the seminar
“Housing in the lslamic City'' Ankarg (1404 AH, -1984
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THE HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE OF ARCHITECTURE IN THE
ARAB EAST:

A new record for the architectiural theory In the arab
ezt within o historical perspective,
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RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF CULTURAL YALUES IN THE CON-
TEMPORARY ISLAMIC CITY:

Raviewing orghitectural projects in search of an
approach lor the re-astablishment of culiural values In the
contemperary orab architecturs. Mas)
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PRESS CLIPPINGS ON URBAN AFFAIRS:

Collecting the articies written by the author In Egyption
Press glong 32 years. on architect.
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Synopsis:

When the Revolution of July 23rd, 1952
confiscated the jewelry collection related
to the family of Mohammad Ali, this
jewslry was not considered in light of its
rele in Egypt's natinal heritage. Now,
however, President Hosny Mubarak has
issued the decree 173 of 1986 proclaiming
that these jewels are to be displayed in a
museum located in the palace of Fatma
el-Zahra’ in Alexandrla.

The choice of the palace of Princess
Fatma el-Zahra’ in Alexandria to be a
museum for the jewelry of the Mohammad
All's Family was based on the fact that she
was a member of this family and that her
palace is considered a fine work of archi-
tecture and art as well as being contem-
porary with the pieces exhiblted.

Mohammad Ali's Family

Mohammad Ali came to Egypt in 1800
A.D. He was an officer in the Turkish army
during fighting the French and then he
became o commander of the Albanian
troop after the French had retreated from
Egypt. In July 1805 he was appointed by
the Egyptian leaders as ruler of the
country. Mohammad Ali died on August 2,
1849, and was buried in his mosque In the
Citadel of Salah el-Din.

Ibrahim Pasha was given the rule of
Egypt by his father on April 14, 1848.
Although he ruled for only four months
before dying, he was an unusual ruler. He
wdas trained as a politician as well as a
soldler.

Ibrahim Pasha was succeeded on the
throne of Egypt by Abbas Pasha |
{1849-1854 A.D.). During his rule, he built o
railway between Cairo and Alexandria.
He was followed on the throne by Sa’id
Pasha, son of Mohammad All (1854-1843).
Sa'id Pasha had served as an army officer
along with Abbas Pasha |. He was also the
first Egyptian to serve as admiral of the
Egyptian fleet. During his rule he gave the
architect Ferdinand de-Lesseps permis-
sion to dig the Suez Canal on November
30, 1854 and the digging was begun in
1859.

Then Khedive Isma'il, son of Ibrahim
Pasha, came to the throne of Egypt and
ruled from 1863 to 1879. It was during his
reign that the Suez Canal was opened in
1869. He was responsible for the construc-
tion of several buildings which have since
become historical monuments. He also

built several schools and teaching institu-
tions. Khedlive Isma'il was very generous
to his ¢hildren, particularly in giving
wedding presents. His son Khedive Tawfik,
ruled after him until 1892, During his reign
Egypt had excessive financial problems
which led to the foreign interference in
Egypt's affairs. This helped the sparking of
the 'Orabi Revolution which began in
1881 marking the beginning of the English
occupation.

After Khedive Tawlfik, his son, Khedive
Abbas Hllmy Il took the throne and ruled
from 1822 until 1914. The most important
cultural contribution of his reign was his
interest in the preservation and conserva-
tion of Egypt's ancient monuments. The
First World War started and Turkey aligned
itself with Germany against the Allied
Countries. At this point, England declared
itself guardian over Egypt. Then Sultan
Hussein Kamel, son of Khedive Isma'il, took
the throne in 1914 and ruled until 19417,
when 1936 King Fu'ad | began to rule
Egypt.

For the first time in the history of
Mohammad Ali’s ruling family, Fu'ad took
the title “King’' but he issued the first cons-
titution for the kingdom of Egypt on April @,
1923 and estabished the first parliament,
These changes took place as a result of
the Sa'd Zaghloul Pasha Revolution of
1919. Then Fu’'ad’s son, King Farouk |, took
the throme from 1936 to 1952,

Description of the Palace

This palace covers an area of
approximately 4185 sg.m. and consists of
two wings, one on the east and the other
on the west. The eastern wing is com-
posed of two large rooms and a hallway.
The western wing has two stories. The
bottom floor has four large rooms, a hall
and a bathroom. The second floor has
four large rooms connected with three
bathrooms. The bathroom walls are
covered with ceramic tiles with pictures of
people and plants.

The palace also has a basement with
three rooms, a kitchen and a bathroom
meant for the servants. The palace corri-
dors and rooms are filled with numerous
fine paintings. its walls and ceilings are
decorated with fine paintings including
landscapes and depictions of historical
events. The floors of the palace are of
teak, mahogany and oak framed with
cedar, rose, and Turkish walnut.

S, IO R e e A e e e T e v H e b i e e ey b S R G e _)Liiih‘rﬂJ\I: B S e R

ROYAL JEWELRY MUSEUM

Many steps had to be taken in order to
convert the palace intfo a museum, First of
all, the architecture and art work of the
palace had to be restored. Then display
cases had to be designed which would
not only fit the jewelry but the style of the
palace as well. These cases alse had to
be filled with the most modern security
devices.

A- Architectural Restoration

The palace had to be repainted in its
original colours, inside and outside. Then
the detailed architectural elements on
the outside of the palace had to be res-
tored and conserved. After that the
marble had to be restored and con-
served. The roof had to be made rain-
proof.

B- Fine Restoration

All the elements of the palace needed
careful restoration. This was due to the
fact that it had never before received
regular conservation care. Some of this
work included:

s Strengthening, treating and conserving
all the wood in the walls and floors after it
was examined scientifically to ascertain
that it did not have termites.

* Changing some of the wood, especially
in the floors of the rocoms near the bath-
rooms where humidity had affected the
wood. This was done after the floors had
been taken up and the surfaces below
treated against humidity.

+ Cleaning and treating all the metal sta-
tues in the entrance of the palace and the
garden.

* Treating the colours of the walls and
ceilings to prevent fading.

Contents of the Museum

The palace was divided into ten halls for
the jewels of the family of Mohammad Ali.
Most important of these displays are:

A collection which belonged to
Mohammad Ali, the head of this family.
These pieces include a golden snuff box
plated with glazed enamel and bearing
his name.

Golden watches and glazed enamel
pictures of Khedive Isma'il and Khedive
Tawfik.

Jewels which belonged to King Fu'ad.

A collection of jewelry which belonged
to king Farouk and queen Nazly.
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Editorial:

The presidential decree 173 of 1986 proclaimed
the conversion of the palace of Princess Fatma
el-Zahra' into a jewelry museum for the pieces
belonging to the family of Mohammad Ali. The
Egyptian public and educated people alike have
eagerly awaited such a museum.

Under the extended protection of the law 117 of
1983, these jewels have been considered as part of
the political and national history of Egypt since the
beginning of the last century.

El-Zahra' palace which was chosen to house this
collection is also important because it belonged to
a member of the Mohammad Ali's family. Fatma
el-Zahra' was a princess in this family, and grand-
daughter of Ibrahim Pasha, son of Mohammad Ali.
The palace itself is considered a jewel of architec-
ture and art.

In fact the decree of President Hosny Mubarak
carries a great deal of weight in the Egyptian cul-
ture, as it reflects the importance given fo these
monuments by the governument. This decree
places Egypt's monumenis in the best possible
position to be preserved and protected, and has
made possible the bringing to light of htis jewelry
collection after its three decades in darkness.

In this museum these jewels will be displayed for
the Egyptians and foreign visitors adding a new
artistic attraction among the museums of Egypt.

God grant success.

Dr. Ahmed Kadry

Chairman
Egyptian Antiquities Organization
(E.A.Q)

Mr. Mahmoud el-Hadidy Dr Shawgqi Nakhiah Prof. Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat Prof. Hazem Ibrahim

Dr Amal el-‘imary engr. Nabil Abdessamie’ Prof. Ahmad Kamal Abdul Fattah

Dr ‘Allya Sheriff Mr. ‘Abdullah Al-‘Attar arch. Nora Al-Shinnawy
FrnTIEd Kadry Dr Wata’ Assiddieq eng’. Hassan Abdelnaby arch. Hanaa Nabhan

Mr. Atef Ghonem. Mr. Ibrahim Al-Nawawy arch. Huda Fawzy

A B e Dr Mahmoud Maher Taha Mr. Mohamed Mohsen Miss: Inas Jamal
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_ _AI MAW’EL NEWS

* The Centre has been wsned by :

the Argentinian c:rchneq‘r Mrs

Maria Soliman Amaday, as well

~ as the social research worker Mrs.

~ Ana Maryajea, with a view to be

_informed about the activities of

-__"’rhe Centre in order fo publicize
them on The Argentinian archi-

_ tectural magazine of which she is
the editor-in-cheif and which
|ssues |n Rozario city [Argentma]

. . The Algenan architect Abdul

| .Malik Hussein keeps frequenting
 the Cen’rre while he is in the pro-

cess of complling his doctoral
. thesis on Urban plcnnlng at Paris

' Unlversny under the title “Effect of

_Islamic Shari'ah on Regulohng_

._ the Urbcn Space

_ The Cen1re has recewed an
.mvncmon from

_'_Central area of a French cny It
_ has also reCeNad another invita-
tion to take pc:r1 in the regsoncf

'_plcnnmg studies as well as the

urban plc:mmng of Mqrrc:kesh

Z -.The Centre has recently h_eld an
~ architectural evening on the

achievements of the Egvphon-
~architect Hassan Fathy. Later, the

:;Cemre has invited arch. Salah
'-'Zeuoun to be the guest of honour

the architectural evening
wh:ch has been held on the first

- Monday of August. It is known that
the Centre constantly holds

architectural evenings on the first
‘Monday of each month, cnd the
invitation is open.

* The Centre is pClrhClthng with
arch. Hassan Fc:thy in prepara-

tions for a number of studies and

urban and tourist projects under-
taken by the Internaitonal Insti-
tute for Appropriate Technology
of which arch. Hassan Fathy is in
charge.
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Pasigiru: schematic grouping of rural dwellings Amboshidi: site plan of semi-rural village

Urban housing type C




Design of Low-Cost Housing

And Community Facilities (volume )

BASIC HOUSING CASE STUDIES

Location and type: urban, semi-
urban, rural-type groupings of dwel-
lings. Urban developments would
Include a town cenire, a mosque, a
market, pit latrines, tapped water or
weolls.

The project comprises a large-scale
reseitiement scheme Involving 42,000
people which Is related to the construc-
tion of the Kain]jl Dam. A new lake now
covers the area where there were for-
merly 135 villages. As a result, 119 new
towns and villages have been esta-
blished. At an early stage in the reseit-
lement planning, the communities were
divided Into four basic types, called for
convenlence urban, seml-urban, semi-
rural and rural. Each category has Its
own typlcal housing and arrangement
of dwellings, derived from the housing
category and the topography of the site.

in the urban schemes the layouts of
roads and paths are similar to those of
previous settlemtents, but they allow an
orderly growth.

In the semi-urban schemes, the road
and path pattern Is less clearly defined
and the compounds are formed of living
units faced towards each other with
only one entrance on the access side.

The seml-rural communities are similar
to previous arrangements, consisting of
scaftered groups of compounds with no
obvious read or path system. Within the
Individual compounds all room units
face inward, turning the rear side to the
entrance path. The room units are
smaller than Iin the urban and semi-
urban types of housing. There are no
doors, although hooks have been pro-
vided for hanging mats over the door-
ways.

The rural housing solutions are desl-
gned for the partly nomadic kamben
Inhabitants of the region. There are not
many villages of this type.

Timing: starting date: 1965 - Comple-
tion date: 1968.

Climatic data: Air temperature (°C).
- Dry season: mean = 20°. - Humid
period (March, Aprll): Minimum = 24°.
-Maximum = 35°.

4

Nigeria R Atkinson

Architect

Precipitation: 1,260 mm yearly Prevai-
ling winds from east and south-west

Construction: walls are made of
sandcrete or compressed Ilaterite
blocks. In the village for the Kamberi
tribe the traditional thatched roof Is
repalced by asbestos-cement seg-
mental domed roofs. In some cases, the
12 segments were bolted together on
the ground, lifted on to the circular walls
In one unit, then bolted down to metal
fixings embedded In the wall, finally
topped with a 30-centimetre diameter
asbestos-cement cap. Erection time for
this roof structure was as little as two
hours. The houses have one room only.
The villages are smail.

In the semi-rural villages for the Lopar
tribe, the dwellings have larger rooms,
wooden doors and asbestos-cement
window shutters. The roof Is made of
curved selfsupporting corrugated
asbestos-cement sheets which rest on
shaped asbestos-cement gutters. These
are placed on the wall blocks. Pre-cast
concrete openings resembling those of
simllar local mud forms and celoured
cement rendering on the walls—laterite
colour—identify the housing schemes
with the surroundings.

Costs: One-family houses: $22.50 and
$45.00 per square metre.

New dwellings with prefabricated roof
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Tradltional semi - urban village

Seml-urban housing scheme
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EDITORIAL:

The First Conference for Arab Architects

By the end of 1984, the Centre of Planning and Architectural Studies called for the
necessity that Egyptian architects stand together so as to deliver the architectural
profession from the decline it has went into, on the grounds that it is the architects
themselves who are to reform the condition of architecture in Egypt. The idea was
crystallized, and given a warm welcome; which clearly manifested itself in the first
conference of Egyptian architects convened in April, 1985. There proceeded from
the conference the working groups which took, withtin the duration of one year, to
making preparations for the second conference, convened in April, 1988, in which
Egyptian architects declared the Egyptian Architectural Union set up. And look,
there it sets out to work, yet to be established, through self-help of Egyptian archi-
tects. The executive committee is currently making preparations for the third confe-
rence of Egyptian architects, due to be convened, Allah willing, in April 1987, dedi-
cated to be the Interrational year for Housing of the Homeless. Egyptian architects
will contribute to such o world event, by their researches, in addition to the second
itern on the agenda, nemely rationalization of construction operations. The annual
convocation of Egyptian architects has thus become a new tradition in the profes-
sional organization of architecture in Egypt.

If Egyption architects started with their cultural movement, designed to bring the
architectural individuality back to the Arab civilizational face, and therefore con-
vened their first and second conferences, and they are currently preparing for the
third conference, the time has come for Arab architects to re-organize themselves
and convoke the first conference of Arab architects. And the guestion now Is, where
de we start from? Such is an appeal to all Arab architects for giving expression to
their opinions and their practical visualization of preparing for such a big event. The
least the heads of architectural associations or unions in the Arab world can do is to
meet and deliberate about such event, as also to discuss the Items that can be
referred to such conference. The Centre of Planning and Archltectural Studies, from
which the first notion to round up Egyptian architects has emanated, will feel quite
haoppy to take the initiative in calling on delegates from Arab architectural associa-
tions to get fogether on the premises of the Centre, during the last month of 1986, And
we consider such invitation addressed to all who might be concerned with the
matter, among Arab architects interested in upgrading the cultural architectural
leve! in the Arab world. If the Centre of Planning and Aichitectural Studies welcomes
Arab architects on its premises in Cairo, it takes such a lead according to its per-
ception of the great importance of such preparatory meeting for the first conference
of Arab architects, who are occustomed to receiving invitations to attend the
varinus conferences as guests of those who organize such conferences. And now is
the time for the call to spring from curselves, sacrificing all expenses of fravel and
sojourn, and depending first on the Almighty and then on ourselves, so as to render
successful such preparatory meeting, as was the cose with Egyptian architects, who
collected contributions among themselves, in order to convene their first confe-
rence and then the second. Self-reliance here is a value that must be perceived by
the Arab architect everywhere.

According to what has already been mentioned, the Centre of Planning cnd
Architectural Studies—a private firm which is not connected with any government
agencies or official organizations—calls upon colleagues from Arab architects and
heads of architectural associations, or others who are concerned about affairs of
the architectural profession in the Arab world, to plarticipate in the preparatory
meeting of the first conference of Arab architects, on the premises of the Centre, at &
p.m. Saturday 20/112/1986, to discuss items of the agenda.

The Centre is to make the necessary arrangements for such meeting, receive the
fellow guests, and assist them in arranging their sojourn in Cairo for the period they
desire, for the information that meetings of the prepartory committee will not last for
more than three successive days. The colleagues are to arrange their means of
transport to Cairo as well as their sojourn at their own expense, or at the expense of
thelr associations, In order that the start might be expressive of the Arab architect's
sacrificing both time and money for the progressive development of his profession,
as far as organization and science are concerned.
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