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UP-GRADING OF THE URBAN ENIVIRONMENT OF CITIES:

Collecting researches prasented al a seminar held by
Jeddah municipality (1405 AH, - 1984 - A D) (Arabic &
English). 155)
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HOUSING IN THE ISLAMIC CITY:

Gathering the researches delivered al the seminar
"Housing in the lslamic City" Ankaro (1404 AH. 1984
AD) {208)
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ISLAMIC PERSPECTIVE OF THE ARCHITECTURAL THEORY:

Discuss the western architectural theory in search of a
local theory derived from Islamic Values (os)
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THE HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE OF ARCHITECTURE IN THE
ARAB EAST:

A new record for the architectural theoty in the arab
aast within a historical perspeciive o%
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RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF CULTURAL VALUES IN THE CON-
TEMPORARY ISLAMIC CITY:

Reviewing woarchitectural projects in search of an
approach for the re-estatlishment of cultural values in the
contemporary orab architecture, 10 5)
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PRESS CLIPPINGS ON URBAN AFFAIRS:

Collecting the articies written by the author in Egyplian
Press along 32 years, on architect. [LE]
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Restorations done to the
Monastery:

An integral scientific plan to restore the
archaeological sights of St Catherine
Monastery was drawn up within the fra-
mework of the Egyptian Antiquities Orga-
nization plan to restore the ancient
monuments of Egypt in all their historical
epochs.

Architectural restorations were done to
the principal church where the thin sheets
of bread tin covering the roofs were dis-
mantled and removed, and the roofs
were re-covered with sheets of lead in
accordance with the technical and
archaeoclogical principles, in order fo
prevent rain water leakage. With regard
to the Fatimid mosque and its minaret, the
old roof made of timber and reed was
removed and re-built according to the
building methods during the Fatimid era.
The old floor was removed, and replaced
by a better floor made of limestone tiles.
The roof of the mosque was insulated, and
a 10 ¢ skirting-board was fixed inside the
wall. The walls were fortified. the wooden
staircase of the minaret was fortified too,
as also a crescent was put on the top.

As to the building of the squeezing press
a concrete ballast was made on the floor,
which was also insulated fo prevent mois-
fure leakage to the walls. The destroyed
parts were re-built with the usable old
stones, or with new stones of the same
guality. An outer wooden door was fitted
according to archaeological scientific
rules. In addition to that, a lot of finely-
worked restorations were done to most of
the elements of the §t Catherine Monas-
tery.

Restorations done to the mosaic
floors on tel Farama, North Sinai

Al Farama is the Arabic name of an
ancient Town situated at a distance of
35km on the northeast of the existing
Alkantara town, and clese to the Mediter-
ranean coast. It was the most important
fort fo defend the Nile Delta from the east.
It has been recorded in History that Al
Farama was the field of some important
military batfles, including that which
occurred between the Muslims' army
under the command of 'Amr ibnul ‘Ass,
and the Roman army in January 640 A.D.
There are the remains of fortifications,

* The third floor in its final form.

temples, citadels, and some other archi-

tectural elements from the Roman era.
Furthermore, it has been found, during
excavations on the north east of the
citadel a swimming pool of the Roman
period. It has had three floors paved with
mosaic work. In the very centre of one
floor, there is engraved a phrase in
ancient Greek which means “"Good Luck
to the Founder of the Swimming Pool”. The
three floors lost sporadically large areas,
which stand in need of restoration. Before
the start of restoration work all the piaces
had been recorded with drawings and
then photographed. Moreover each

piece had been depicted in writing as
seen by the naked eye. Then the process
of cleaning began, after which the
mosaic pieces were removed in a highly
technical method so as to maintian the
significant value of such work. Afterwards,
the three mosaic floors were relocated
from the site of discovery to the section of
doing restoration to the antiquities of
Lower Egypt in Zagoazig, where the work is
to be completed. Thus the three floors
have been restored and polished, and
became ready for display on whatever
site the EAO finds appropriate for the
purpose.
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Synopsis

Restoration Project of St Catherine Monastery,
South Sinai
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The worldwide famous St Catherine
Monastery lies at an altitude of 2242 m at
the foot of Mount Moses, in a distinguished
piace which is sanctified by followers of
the three revealed religions. Moses,
peace be unto Him, received tablets of
the Ten Commandments there. And
around the Burning Bush, at which Moses
saw a fire, St Catherine Monastery was
built. St Catherine lived in Alexandria
during the reign of the Roman Emperor
Maximinus, who severely tormented her,
because she declined to apostatize from
christianity, until she was martyred in 317
A.D. The Monastery is surrounded by a

- great granite wall with towers at the cor-
ners. It looks like the fortresses of the
Middle Ages. The main entrance is on the
west side, but it has been closed and it is
now unused. The present entrance is on its
left. Difference in the shapes of building is
an evidence that they were raised in dif-
ferent pericds. Empress Helena, mother of
Enperor Constantine, ordered a Monas-
tery to be built including a church named
after Virgin Mary at the Holy Bush, and
then in the 6th century Emperor Justinian
ordered that a church be built on the
same holy site. It was named Transfigura-
tion church. But ascription of the Monas-
tery and the church to St Catherine hap-
pened in the next periods. Of the original
buildings, there remain only paris of the
wall and a part of the church, which the
rest of the buildings we see at present
belongs to later perios. The principal
buildings of the Monastery are the great
church, church of the Burning Bush, a
Fatimid mosque, and a library in addition
to the monastic cells, an oil press, two
flour mills, granaries, and provisions
stores, kitchens, and a number of wells.
There is a large garden outside the walls :
of the buildings. » A general view of the east resthouse outside the Monastery

during restoration.
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AL MAW’EL NEWS:

* The Centre of Planning and Architec-
tural Studies has undertaken to address
an invitation to the preparatory meeting
for the 1st Conference of Arab archi-
tects in December, 1987, along the lines
of the invitation it had extended to
Egyptian architects for their first profes-

sional meeting among themselves in '_:

'December 1986.

' Dr Hazem Ibrahlm. 1echmcat manager -. .
of the Centre, is to paya workmg visit to -
Finland, as implementation of the

agreement for cooperation bsiwgen the
Egyplian consultative Group, including
the Centre of planning and Architec-

tural Studies among ifs members, und -

1he anish correspondlng group

* Hassan Fathy has been the h‘.}pic of lhe
architectural evening held by the

Centre on the first Monday of last July.
The evenlng was aftended by a nurnber -

ot the leading architects as well as

those interested In the uchievemems '

and phllosophy of Hassan Fathy in
architecture and townplunmng

* The Centre of Planning and Architec-
tural Studies, under the chairmanship of

Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim, has undertclken, '

in cooperation with International Insti-
tute for Appropriate Technolay to carry

out some agricultural and tourist deve-
lopmenl projects, as oiso to prepare for _

pursuing a lot of activities in the field of

writing and publishing at the level of the
Arab world.

* The Centre of Pldnning and Architec-
tural Studies, jointly with both drch.
Ahmad Al-Hadary, head of the docu-
mentary films at the Ministry of Culture,
and kamel Al-Telmessany, the well-
known screen director, have embarked
on drawing up a directory of the plan-
ning and architectural films, which
attempt to develop the public thinking
so as to comprehend the architectural
and planning frends, that give the Arab
city back its civilizational distinctive
character. Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim has
drawn up the scenarios and scientific
material for such films.

" The Centre of Planning and Architec-
tural Studies has won the first prize in the
museum garrden competion at ‘6
October City”, as also it has been
awarded first prize for a similar project
at Al Sadat City.
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Design of Low-Cost Housing

And Community Facilities (volume Il)

Hungary

wammerer A L AR AT RENA e R e S S S

BASIC HOUSING CASE STUDIES

Institute for Design Development and System Design

The project is located in the fifteenth
district of the City of Budapest.

The project is a part of the Government’s
municipal housing programme. It has
been designed as a new residential
estate containing 13,059 flats on 136 hec-
tares. It has such services as electricity,
district heating, hot and cold water
supply and sanitation, and also includes
commercial and educational facilities.
There is one main community centre and
10 subcentres distributed throughout the
areaq.

A high-density population has been
achieved with some 960 dwelling units
per hectare. About 7.6 per cent of the
total area has been left as open space to
be used as sportsgrounds, parks, parking
and circulation.

The selection and use of site are ade-
quate. The project is suitable for commu-
nity living and offers good environmental
conditions except during rush hours. The
living area is adequate but bathrooms,
kitchens and storage areas are somewhat
small.

Soclo-economic character of
residents:

The main cccupations of heads of hou-
seholds are manual workers, office
employees, professionals and others. The
predominant number of persons per
bedrocom is two. The living room Is occao-
sionally used for sleeping. The range of
income levels of households as of 1974 is
from a low of $145.87 per month to a high
of $458.75 per month. On average, 5 per
cent of the total household income is
devoted to housing.

The project icludes a number of cultural
and community facilities, such as a sports
field, cinemas, house of culture, clubs,
public library, primary and secondary
schools, restaurant bar and swimming
pool. The dwellings are allocated to hou-
seholds by local authorities on the basis of
social considerations. On the average,
residents are satisfied with the project.

Land use and densltlies:

Total area: 1,360,000 square metres
Housing area: 32,4 per cent

Green area: 47,5 per cent

Vehlicular circulation and parking: 20.2
per cent

Community facilities: 2.5 per cent
Housing density: 260 units per hectare
Population (1975): 52,600

Residential density: 4.04 persons per
dwelling, average

Gross floor area: 690,000 square metres

Timing: Starting date: 1969. Completion
date: 1975. Occupation dates: 1974-1975.

Construction: structure, walls and
floors are made of reinforced concrete.
Roofs are made of reinforced concrete
panels with foamed plastic thermal isula-
tion and plastic felts. All buildings up to 10
storeys have factory prefabricated large
panels for walls, floors and roofs, Sliding
mould construction is used for all buil-
dings above 10 storeys.

Cost: Apartments cost $12.50 per square
metre.

Location plan

Play area
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EDITORIAL:

HASSAN FATHY ... on Balance
By: Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Achievements, philosphy, and practice of the Egyptian architect “HASSAN
FATHY'', have been an object of controversy between supporters and opposers,
And the argument has recently reached the pages of an unspecialized weekly
magazine. A leading architect has objected to the idea “Architecture of the
Poor’’, Hassan Fathy aspires to, and described it as architecture more for the rich
than for the poor. Then a large number of those journalists and architects who
support the thinking of Hassan Fathy, has flown into a rage. The argument has
recurred and flared up, and it was then necessary to re-define attitudes in order
thet affairs may not be mixed up in the minds of the Arab architect, who read
about “*Hassan Fathy” in most of the weorld magazines, and read a number of his
books published abread in non-Arabic languages. And thus Arab architects
heve been informed about “Hassan Fathy” more through what was written
abrogd on him than through information given them about him in the interior. In
spite of it, some Arab architects have assumed Hassan Fathy's name as propa-
ganda about themselves and their work, when they boast that they have been
students of his. On the other side, some others have taken on his achievements as
a subject for criticism and disparagement, so as to emerge by them on the
architectural arena. In fact, both of the sides want to be famed at the expense of
Hassan Fathy's name, by either cajoling or criticizing him. And such is a secret of
the greatness of the man who is past eighty six. Suffice him highness that he has
become a subject of argument, which is a fact that must be acknowledged by
supporters and opposers together.

Hassan Fathy has been first known by his project to re-build the Egyptian vil-
lage “‘@urna’’ through local traditional methods, with a view to invest the local
potentials of manpower and building materials, in order to economize on money
and imports, as also to confirm the possibility of building by self-help and coo-
peration. Those are, undoubtedly, basic values in building local communities in
the poor countries, aspiring to build up their economies by themselves, without
being tied to the wheel of international economy, driven by the industrial or
developed countries. If the first practice of Hassan Fathy began within the
architecture of earth in QURNA village, his name has been attached to such a
kind of architecture, he was known by, rather than the values he had called for,
to build lecal communities. And if the first practice of Hassan Fathy had
depended on financial intercourse with government agencies that do their
business only through tenders, receipts, and the contracting system, which con-
flicts with the executive method of Hassan Fathy’s thought, his practice in such
field had incurred a muititude of problems and shortcomings. In addition te that
there is the etfect of the Nile inundation on the foundations of QURNA buildings,
and the failure of both population and administration to ward off the ensuing
harms, which resulted in some crumblings in his first practice. Then the adversa-
ries of Hassan Fathy’s thought have found copious subjects for criticism. If early
practice has indeed its pros and cons, and if some cons of @urna practice
resulted trom the administrative and organizational meaasures laid down by the
government, its pros have been confirmed in the cooperative way of building,
and the dependence on the local trained workers, together with using the buil-
ding materials available on the site. Such practice can be developed and shitted
from place to another, in such a manner that each practice becomes a basis for
the next. That is the scientific method of development; otherwise we keep clung
to the coat tails of the West.

It is not important here to have the scales tipped against either supporters or
opposers, but what counts is to see the supporters contributing with more thin-
king and more practice, as also to see the opposers contributing with more
thinking and more alternative practices. We must not stop at Hassan Fathy as a
phenomenon, a token, or a sign in the history of contemporary Arab architecture,
but to regard him as a landmark on the road to the Arab architectural future; that
is, a road on which both supporters and opposers move along, trying to enrich
the Arab architectural movement, so much sc that their names are frequently
mentioned all over the world, as is the case with the name of Hassan Fathy. And
such is the true challenge before both of the teams. Let them refrain from dispu-
tation, and let them extend glving to us as much as Hassan Fathy does, or more if
they can.
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