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Model of the Nubia Museum from east

exhibition units, allowing visitors to reach
any particular exhibit without having to
raverse the others. There will be a tempo-
rary exhibition area of 350 m2.

The Nubian village and cther outdoor
exhibits will occupy 39,890 m? of the site
and will alse include parking and lands-
caping Access routes will cover the rest of
the areq.

Visitor services (lecture-hall, educa-
tional services, cafeteria) have been
allocated 2,370 m?2 including 132 m? for
the documentation centre. Operational
services, (collections services, curaterigl
research, reserves, and conservation and
photographic laborafories) will occupy
1520 m*“. Administration and general ser-
vices (including security staff services,
maintenance, crating area and exhibi-
tion workshops, and mechanical and
eleclrical equipment) will require 330 m2

The exhibition design includes the fol-
lowing topics: The Ethnographic section,
Landscape plan-sketch design, Thematic
program of the exhibition, Architectural &
Exhibition program, Islamic period, Chris-
tian Nubia, The Pyramid Age, The Last
Pagans, The Merotic Occupation of lower
Nubia, The Ethiopian 25th Dynasty, The
New Kingdom, The Nubian Kingdom. The
Middle Kingdom, Early Nubian Phase and
Prehistory. Description cards related to

asd 2 agal) e 4331 Cime

the above mentioned subjects were pre-
pared. The duration from the tendering
date in June 1985 until the completion of
lask by the end of January 1897 (i.e. nine-
teen and a half months) will provide
necessary time for work execution, in the
meantime the Arab Bureau has pointed
out a socialist consultant in soil mecha-
nics, to carry out the necessary studies for
the granitercck soil. The approximate
eslimated costs are $19,332.792,

The Nubian House:

Architectural study research has been
carried out by EAO for building a Nubian
house, and through the architectural
department of the EAQ. The design
chosen was a Kenzy type, according to
the documents and pictures of the
documentation centre in Zamalek. The
cost estimation of the Nubian house is
about L.E30,000 in a duration of three
months. EAO started to execute the
Nubian house in December 1985,

Research and Documentation
policy:

The Museum will be primarily public-
oriented, but research will be carried out
at the curatorial level. This Museum will
serve visitors of all nationalities, ages, and
levels of education. Its interpretative pro-
grams will include guided tours, lectures

and audio-visual presentations, and pre-
formances by Nubian cultural groups
Publications resulting from research car-

~ ried out through the documentation

centre will serve as the basis for develo-
ping odditional public programming.
Tourist guide-books will be available in all
major languages. Students and teachers
from the Aswan area will visit the museum
to supplement their history and culture
courses.

At the professional level, the Nubian
Museum will play a central museological
role in the Aswan region.

The museum shall include also
the following exhibits:

(1) Models showing men and women
constructing a Kenuz or Fadija house with
photographs of women panting houses.

(2) A typical house plan from both Kenuz
and Fadija groups will illustrate the difte-
rences and similarities. Dioramas would
be effective showing the furnishing of
rcom interiors with men resting on the
angarebs and the women cooking over
the traditional hearths carrying zirs of
water, cleaning millet, etc and scenes of
Kenuz merchants be included in the
panoramas or dioramas.

(3) A display of Nubian costumes from
both regions could constitute a single
exhibit or could be part of other exhibits
which could include mannequins.

(4) Photos of Nubians cultivating and
perhaps some scale models of different
agricultural setting.

(8) A reconstruction of the Post Boat
“ibbosta" which used to stop al each of
the 46 districts of Nubia on its way to Wadi
Halfa and on its way back to the Aswan
port of Shillal. It was the main link between
most of the districts and the outside world.

(6) Photos and tableaux of ceremonies
and religious lile,

(7) A chronologically organized chart
should bridge the Christian to Islamic era
with such events as are well-established
historically.

[8) An exhibit of the many items made
from palm products plus photos of these
products being crafted and used, will
illustrate the importance of the palm.

(9) A large. moving model of a water-
wheel, complete with cows and a driver,
would be interesting. It should have the
typical squeak recorded.
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Nubian Museum will assemble and dis-
play material belonging to the culture
and the development of the area. The
more than 2,000 objects to be exhibited
have been chosen from other museums in
Egypt and from other sites in Aswan.

Six general exhibition categories have
been identified:

(1) Nubian Environment and its Origin (60
m2], to describe the environmental con-
ditions in the region in the years before it
was covered by the lake Nasser.

(2) Main Chronological sequence (1890
m2] to present the material evidence of
the development of the civilization in
Nubia.

(3) Ethnology (180 m2J to describe the
social structure and character of the
population of Nubia in modern times,

(4) Subject Themes (270 m2] to expose
particular themes in a monographic form
in order to provide the visitors with a
better understanding of the Nubian histo-
rical process.

(8) Nubian Highlights (600 m?) to display
outstanding works of art outside thematic
sequences, emphaszing their gesthetic
value....

Architectural and Exhibit

Design

The site chosen for the Nubian Museum
is situated in the southern part of Aswan
on arocky slope east of the Kalabsha and
Cataract Hotels. The site extends south-
west from the airpori road. It is particularly
well-situated with regard to both public
gardens and international hotels.

The architect chosen for the Nubian
Museum by the Egyptian authorities was
the late Prof. Mahmoud El Hakim, The pro-
ject prepared by him was approved by
UNESCO's Executive Committe for the
Campaign.

Certain modifications have been care-
fully developed in accordance with
exhibition program of the museum. Parti-
.cular attention has been paid to the
integration of the building into the sloping
rocky site.

Mexican architect Pedro Ramirez Vaz-
ques, has been entrusted with the design
of the exhibitions. Mr. Ramirez Vazques,
well-known in the architectural and
museum fields, particularly for his work for

AY o e

the National Museum of Anthropolgy in
Mexico City, is sure to be a most valuable
contributer to the project.

The Arab Bureau for design and tech-
nical consultations, a large Egyptian firm,
has been contracted by the Egyptian
Antiquities Organization to coordinate
and supervise implementation of the pro-
ject, including the elaboration of the
architectural working drawing, prepara-
tion of tender documents, and supervision

of construction.

NUBIA MUSEUM IN ASWAN
BASIC SCHEME FOR THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE EXHIBITION

The total creo of the site is approxima-
tely 50, GE}D m2. The building will occupy
6,655 m2 of the site.

The permanent exhibits (5,564 m2) will
be organized around a core space. The
centfral area of this core (600 m<) will con-
tain a display of outstanding pieces of
different epochs. The core also contain
some of the "subject themes'. The space
surrounding the core will serve as the
main public circulation route connecting
the environmental, chronological, ethno-
logical, and remaining "subject theme”
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Main Facade of the Nubia Museum.

effort was begun in 1964, and represented
a great battle and thrilling fight against
fime and in the 1960s many Nubian tem-
ples were removed to new locations in an
act ot international coopergtion unpre-
cedented in the history of archaealogy.

The project of the “Nubia
Museum

The Nubia Museum, to be established in
Aswan, is conceived as a public-oriented
inshitution devoted to the presentation of
the rich Nubian cultural heritage. It will
deal with the region of Nubia defined in
geographic. ethnic, linguistic, and cul-
tural terms, and will cover the history and
geology of Nubia from the first traces of
human presence In the region to the
construction of the High Dam. It will also,
through its documentation centre, sup-
port researching on Nubian cultrue,
Additionally. it will serve as the leading
museclogical centre of the Aswan region

Background and Objectives

The International Campaign to save the
monuments of Nubia, particularly the
removal from their original sites and
reconstruction of the temples of Abu
Simbel and Philae, focussed the attention

‘v of the world on Nubia and its cullure

during the 1960s and 1970s.
Objectives of the Nubian Museum are:

(1) to present the Nubian culture heritage,
primarily through archaeclogical collec-
hrons, including ethnolegical material.
(2) to reflect the specificity of the Nubian
population througheut history in anthro-
pological, socio-economic, cultural, and
artistic terms, using an interdisciplinary
approach.

(3) to interpret Nubian culture for students
and wisitors to Egypt, and to educate
future generations of Nubians about their
history,

(4) to relate Nubian history and culture to
the history and culture of Egypt.

[5) e play a central role in museology in
the Aswan region.

(6) to serve as a documentation and
research centre on Nubian culture for
scholars from all countries.

Role of the UNESCO

Since UNESCO provided substantial
support to the International Campaign to
save the monuments of Nubia, it was
logical thatl the organization conclude
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these efforts by supporting the develop-
ment of the Nubian Museum in Aswan.

Consequently, the General Conference
of UNESCO, in its 21st Session in Belgrade
in September-October 1980, resolved fo
request technical and financial support
from member states, interested institu-
tions, and public and private foundations
for the establishment of the Nubian
Museum in Aswan (and the National
Museum of Egyptian Civilization in Cairo),
as well as staff training facilities. In March
1982, UNESCO launched an international
appeal for funds, Working parties of
Egyptian and UNESCO experts prepared
the specifications for the architectural
and exhibition designs of the Nubian
Museum,

Exhibition concept and policy

The Nubian Museum will display prima-
rily archeological collections, objects as
well as documents, up to Islamic period,
and also ethnological material. The dis-
play will take into account the particular
features-geographic, sociological, cul-
trual, etc.... of the region.

Intended to become the central
museological institution of the region, the

S
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THE NUBIA MUSEUM

Mr. Ibrahim al-Nawawi-Eng. Joseph Zaki-Dr. Wafa al-Ssediq

. General view of the museum. The stepped terraces and curved plan insure integration between the building and the euvironment

(nature of the site).

Nubia, the area south of the 1st cata-
ract, was from the earliest times regarded
as belonging to Egypt by right. Apart from
forming a buffer zone at the southern
frontier, it was a region through which
exotic African goods reached Egypt, and
an important source of gold minerals and
wood, but also of valued recruits for the
Egyptian army and police force.

The crude OIld Kingdom methods of
exploitation consisted of raids aiming at
bringing back captives and cattle. In the
Middle Kingdom the area under direct
military control, exercised through a
series of strategically placed fortresses,

NG i e
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extended fo the 2nd cataract. During the
New Kingdom the Egyptian went beyond
the 4th cataract; in Lower Nubia many
rock-cut temples were built, dating chiefly
back to the reign of Ramesses Il. In the
Late period Nubia produced a royal
dynasty, the 25th of Egypt, but after an
unsuccessful encounter with the Assyrians
its Nabatean rulers withdrew to the 4th
cataract, ceased to take an active inte-
rest in Egyptian affairs and developed
their own, Meroitic culture. A number of
temples were built in the northern part of
Lower Nubia during the condominium of
the two cultures in the Ptolemaic and

Early Roman Periods. When plans were
drawn up to build the High Dam across
the Nile at Aswan, it became apparent
that a very large part of the archaeolo-
gical inheritance of ancient Egypt in
Nubia was threatend with destruction. The
sites of towns, settlements and cemeteries
were in geartest danger, particularly as
most of them were unexcavated and
many had never been satisfactorily iden-
tified. All the Nubian monuments located
between Aswan and 300 kilometers to the
south, needed to be protected, or moved
to another secure place, beyond the
reach of the rising waters. This relocation
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A wooden box inlaid with ivory from the fifth or the sixth entury A.D. SNl all g O e el gabe i e B gaie

Mr Mahmoud el-Hadidy Dr Wafa’ Assiddieq Prof. Abdelbaki Ibrahim
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq Dr Shawgql Nakhlah Prof. Hazem Ibrahim
Dr Amal el-‘Imary engr. Jozef Zaki Prof. Ahmad Kamal Abdul Fattah
Dr ‘Allya Sheriff Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat arch. Nora Al-Shinnawy
Mr. Atef Ghonem. engr. Nabli Abdessamie* arch. Hanaa Nabhan
Mr ‘Abdullah Al-*Attar arch. Huda Fawzy

M. Inas Gamal.

Dr Ahmad Kadry
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INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF SHELTER FOR THE HOMELESS fA
ANNEE INTERNATIONALE DU LOGEMENT DES SANS-ABRI Y

ANO INTERNACIONAL DE LA VIVIENDA PARA LAS PERSONAS SIN HOGAR  novae

22 Januzry 19O

Dear Dr. Ibrzhim,

Thank you for the "Mlam—al-Benaa" magazine., I would like io
join Dr. Bamachandran in congratulating you on its publication.
ve see this as a very valuable contrioution to the International
Year of Shelter for the Homeless and lLope that you will be able to
publish future articles on the same subject, Tou could for erample
perheps deal with the activities fer ITSH of the Arab countries in
future issues. Our regional information officer in idmman iE in a
poaition to offer suggestions and I will ask him to contact you.
Should you wish to approach him, his name and addrese 1B the
fellowing:

Mr. 4li Shabou
UNCHS (Habitat)
cfo UNDP

P.0. Box 35286
Amman, Jordan

The Covernment of the United Arab Emirates is orgunizing a
regicnal IYSH meeting in Dubai from & — 12 April pext., I think it
would be moet upeful for participants to have copies of the magazine.
Could you pleasa mend about 30 copies %o: Mr. Faizal 4. &l-Ourg,
Directer of Studies and Planning, Ministry of Public Works and
Housming, F.O. Box 1828, Dubai, United irab Emiretes.

Yours sincerely,

ﬁd Funro
Mrector
International Year of Sheltsr for the Homeless

Ir. dbdelbaki Ibrahim

Editor—in—Chiefl

Centre of Flanning and Architecture Studies
14, El Sobky S5t. M. El-Dakry

Heliopolis

Cairo
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AL MAW’EL NEWS:-

The Centre has received a letter of
thanks from Mr. Ramachandran, execu-
tive manager of UNCHS (Habitat), for
publishing a special issue of ‘Alam
Al-Benaa’ on the subject "Shelter for the
Homeless”, to which the UN, has dedi-
cated the Year 1987 for spurring all efforts
ot building, housing, and planning, in
order o serve its purpose by providing the
proper shelter for all those in need of it all
over the world, Mr. Ramachandran has
invited the Centre to participate in the
meetings due o be held in Dubagi af the
beginning ol April 1986 in preparation for
Ihe International Year of Shelter lor the

Homeless

There has participated in the first
course arranged by the centre, within the
framework of its 1986 training programme,
a large group of architects from Kuwait
municipality, along with their colleagues
from both public and private corpora-
fions, and companies in Egypt. The sub-
jec! of Ihe course was "Economic feasibi
lity studies in urban projects”. Dr. Ali Sabri,
adviser of the centre, has made a very
good effort in arranging the course.

The Centre has finished compilation of
a booklet on the activities of Sharafiah
submunicipality (Jeddah), including all
technical, planning, erganizarional, and
adminisirative aspects, undertaken by
the submunicipality. The booklet
compiled in such a way as fo be a sc

was

tific reference for planning between

theory and reality, rather than a sheer

demonstration of the lechnical and

administrative activity of the sub
municipality

The Centre has started using ifs new

computer In drawing up the working
designs of a number of schools which are
to be constructed in United Arab Emirates

It is learned that the Centre has had two

fr

computer systems, one Ic

and administrative jobs, «

technical processes
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Increasingly, the larger firms are com-
mitting job records to computer memory
using database techniques. This informa-
tion can be recalled and helps the engi-
neer to improve initial operational and
planning productivity, reducing the need
for expensive site investigation work.

The suite of programs can then be used
to manipulate the data, process it, and
output it to a graphics terminal or line-
printer. The displays include boreholes,
sections, maps and three-dimensional
surfaces.

Civil engineering of roads and bridges
brings together the two modes of use of
the computer: data storage and data
processing. In both applications, the
engineer needs to have at his disposal a
large volume of data.

In the case of roads, the computer can
store topographical information about
the original ground surface and coordi-
nates of the chosen road alignment.
Geometrical computation and earthwork
calculations may then be carried out and
the whole design properly documented,
both through numerical and plotted
output,

The bridge designer aiso has to have
access to road alignment data, but in
addition has to contend with many loa-
ding patterns, complex structural geo-
metry and the effects of staged or
sequential construction. Several pro-
grams exist to assist the engineer in orga-
nising this data by means of a database,
paouicutarly for prestressed concrete
construction, and also they can carry out
the relatively simple, but repetitive,
analysis and design calculations.

Ten years ago, all but the largest orga-
nisations were able to access significant
computing power only through computer
bureaux. A modest investment in a times-
haring terminal and a telephone link
provided immediate access to a wide
range of good professionally supported
software.

The wider avaliability of minicomputers
and cheap microcomputers enabled all
but the smallest firms to invest in their own
hardware facilities.

Although the capital investment neces-
sary to acquire hardware fell rapidly to
an easily affordable level, it was soon
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Computer-generated 3-D can present concep-
tual designs in an easily digestible form.

realised that the operating systems pro-
vided on smaller machines were poor
compared with a typical mainframe
environment available from a bureau.

More significantly, the availability of
software was limited and its quality and
reliability variable. The need for good
application programs was seized upon
by a burgeoning software industry and
the choice of programs for a wide range
of hardware is now extensive.

At the same time, many practitioners set
about developing their own in-house
porducts, learning the new skills and dis-
ciplines for making successful software.

Today, every design practice can
afford to buy a microcomputer capable
of supporting a range of professional
software. This is not to say that the com:-
puter bureaux have nothing to offer,

The secret of success would appear to
be the selective use of micros for the day-
to-day design problem, with the use of
bureau services where occasional acess
to more powerful computing resources is
required, or where there is a need for
special purpose software for an unusual
application.

Indeed, by careful selection, the micro
can also double as an occasional ter-
minal to a remote machine through a
communications option.

Currently, effort is being concentrated
on making those products more conve-
nient to use, taking advantage of recent
hardware developments, and ensuring
higher quality and reliability through the
application of quality assurance techni-
ques.

Future trends will be towards the
increasing use of databases to provide for
the transter of information from one
design process to another and from one
discipline to another. Such databases are
likely to be associated with CAD systems
which will enable the "computerisation”
of the whole design process.

However it is highly desirable that this
trend should not result in automatic
design.

The computer should not be allowed to
become a substitute for engineering
experience, but should rather provide
increasingly comprehensive tools to
allow the engineer to put his experience
into practice.

Synopsis

* SUBJECT OF THE ISSUE:

“Rural Habitats and Habitations
in the Islamic World", the second
part of the survey presented by
Lee Horne to the seminar held by
the Age Khan Award in Beijing on
Oct. 1981, under the title of
“Architectural Transformations in
the Isimaic World". This part deals
with the Islamic nations which
spread from Turkey to Indonesia.

* PROJECTS OF THE ISSUE:-

- Squash complex at Madinet
Nasr-Cairo: arch. Magid Mas-
sara. The architect tried to esta-
blish a kind of intergration bet-
ween the old and new in his
design.

- Four Stars Hotel at Giza - Cairo:
arch. Moustafa Shawki and Salah
Zaytoun. The architectural design
was aimed at the accomplish-
ment of the utmost functional and
aesthetic values.

- Private Hospital at
El-Mohandesine, Cairo - arch.
Mohamad Kamel. The maternity
hospital includes an out-patient
clinic, operations suite, inpatient
rooms, with the necessary ser-
vices and utilities, inaddition to
the residence (duplex) of the
owner of the hospital.

- General Foods Corporation
Headquarters at Rye-New York:
Arch. Kevin Roche, John Dinkeloo
& Associates. The 8 levels buil-
ding includes 3 levels of parking
together with the office accom-
modations.

- Bank of Hong-Kong, arch. Foster
and Associates. The architect
tried to evade the typical
skyscraper, thus creating a buil-
ding which resembles a tower
more than a skyscraper.



B ALAM ALBENA “

Counting the Cost of Change

A review of the development of appli-
cations in structural engineering demos-
trates how computing techniques have
progressively influenced various aspects
of the design process. Comprehensive
analysis programs enable more accurate
assessment of structural behaviour and
evaluation of many design alternatives.

Design and detalling programs allow
the automatic production of construction
information economically and quickly.
On-screen 3-D can present conceptual
designs fo project managers and fabri-
cators in an easily digestible form.
Computer-aided draughting offers signi-
ficant cost benefits in the drawing office.

Rapid advances in computer techno-
logy and reducing hardware costs bring
these benefits within the reach of an
increasing number of structural engi-
neers. Computing in civil and structural
engineering has evolved with an
emphasis on analytical caiculation. Prior
to the advent of computer, a number of
arithmetical methods, notably moment
distribution, were developed to solve the
mathematical models describing struc-
tural engineering systems.

Rapidly growing computer power
enabled the development of more fun-
damental solution methods using matrix
formulations and finite element idealisa-
fion of structural systems which took
advantage of the computer's ability to
handile large sets of discrete equations.

Development of these techniques in the
linear elastic domain is now substantially
complete, welltested and documented.
Present work Is mainly in the non-linear
and time-dependent areas of structural
englineering problems.

However, the use of such powerful
techniques ofien still requires particular
skills which are not always easily learned
by the practising engineer. This surely
indicates a failure on the part of the
developer to deliver o sufficiently diges-
tible system.

This particular problem is currently
being addressed through the develop-
ment of rather more fractable front-end
processors, allowing easier definition of
structural geometry and loading condi-
tions and providing comprehensive data
validation.

At the other end of the analysis, facilities
are being provided fo enable the results
to be presented in a more comprehen-
sible form.

In contrast to analysis where, at least in
theory, a single correct solution may be
obtained, the structural design process
requires the satisfaction of a number of
sometimes apparently conflicting criteria.

These criteria are conventionally
embodied in codes of practice, and
effective design programs must reflect
this. It follows therefore that structural
design programs are material depen-
dent, national (since they embody code
of practice requirements and specific unit
systems) and, more often than not, tuned
to the style and in-house rules of the par-
ticular firm originating the software.

However the benefits of using a good
and appropriate design program will, for
day-to-day applications, outweigh those
resulting from computer analysis. This is
because a good design progrm not only
produces the desired results, but also
documents them in a form which can be
immediately incorporated in the engi-
neer's calculation files, thus providing
significant cost and time savings in the
design cycle.

Although a distinction has been made
between design and detailing, clearly
one stems from the other, and the output
of a design program forms the input fo the
detailing process.

The precise cut-off point is debatable
and this is illustrated by the varying philo-
sophies embodied in the leading rein-
forced concrete design software. Some
programs determine the numbers of bars
of specified sizes required at a series of
critical cross-sections throughout a struc-
tural member, leaving the engineer
complete freedom to finalise the steel
detailing fo his own convention.

Other programs consider the element
being designed as an entity and provide
a complete solution embodying flexural
steel cut-off points, link distribution and
perhaps a bar schedule. Sfill others take
account of the context of the element in
the structure and provide for the correct
coordination of steel in, for example,
columns, framing beams and slabs.

The particular solution adopted is in the

by Michael Prince
Ove Arup Partnership

hands of the engineer and his choice
depends upon the degree of control he
wishes to retain over the final detailed
design.

The situation with structural steel design
is further complicated by the fact that the
responsibility for detailing is split between
the designer and the fabricator, and the
hand-over point may vary — even from
job to job. It is perhaps for this reason that
steel design and detailing programs
have not advanced as far, or become so
widely used, as their counterparts in rein-
forced concrete.

This observation suggests a general rule
governing the successful adoption of
computing applications in engineering
design: The resistance to uptake of com-
puter techniques is proportional to the
changes required from conventional
practice.

A variety of foundation solutions are
‘now amenable to computer analysis. The
simple pad footing can be fully analysed
and designed. Many programs exist to
deal with pile caps and pile group
design. But perhaps the most challenging
application is the soil/structure interaction
occurring with raft foundations.

The finite element method has formed
the basis of a number of comprehensive
programs which can handle rafts of any
arbitrary plan shape subject to any dis-
tribution of applied vertical load.

The raft may be assumed to be linearly
elastic, although the effect of cracking
and the consequent reduction on flexural
stiffness may be accommodated.

Any superstructure in the form of beams,
columns, slabs and walls may be con-
nected to the raft. The basic soil model is
conventionally composed of horizontal
layered isotropic strata with linear elastic
properties, although the effect of local
yielding due to excessively high contact
pressures or raft separation can also be
dealt with.

Computer programs have also been
written to deal with the common geo-
technical problems, notably slip circle
analysis of soil embankments. However,
the more significant developments
employ the computer’s ability to store
and retrieve data, rather than its arithme-
tical power.
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Second Conference for Egyptian
Architects.... Target and Progress

Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim

While preparations are in full swing to convene the Second Conference for Egyp-
tian Architects, invitation is extended to as a great number of them as possible, so as
to represent the General Assembly of Egyptian Architects, in their largest coming
together at such a critical period in the history of professional practice. Egyptian
architects have been anguished by the conditions they have found themselvesin, or
which they have inherited, since more than forty years ago, during which the world
has changed, and man has moved from the age of camels fo the age of satellites.
Nevertheless, the existing architectural organizations have not moved. They adapt
themselves to reality without attempt to change, although those in charge of such
organizations are quite convinced that there must be a change for the better. It is
necessary to combine both professional and scientific activities in one organization.
It is necessary, tco, to get rid of the holy bond that has tied architecture to enginee-
ring, until its professional and scientific characteristics have disappeared, the
effectiveness of existing architectural organizations has frozen, and the Egyptian
architects have, consequently, lost their trust in them. And due to the severe weak-
ness which seized the existing architectural organizations, foreign architects have
found the door wide open, through which they come to build the lofty civilizational
edifice of contemporary Egypt. So, the Japanese have undertaken to design and
build the cultural centre (Opera House) at the middle of Cairo, the chinese have
undertaken to design and build the conferences centre at Madinet Nasr (Cairo dis-
trict). The British have undertaken to design and build the office fowers at Boulaqg the
Geman have undertaken to design and build the archaeological museum at
Minya. The French have undertaken to make studies and plans for the future of
Cairo, and the Americans are projecting the construction of hotels and health cen-
tres in the districts of Cairo. Such is the case, while architectural, organizations tied
with the fetters of engineering organizations has assumed the position of a powerless
spectator. The Egyptian Syndicate of Engineers has been working within the frame-
work of supreme political instructions. And its objectives have deviated from both
organizational and scientific promotion of the profession to undertaking investment
projects in all economic fields. The relation between the syndicate and its members
has been confined to the number of membership they receive after graduation, and
subsequently the activity of the architectural branch in the engineering syndicate
has been limited to the social services rendered by the syndicate. Thus, architecture
in Egypt has lagged behind the procession of world civilization.

Due to all such reasons, the awakening of Egyptian architects has started on 23
December, 1984 when a company of them gathered together wholeheartedly
around one target, calling for the necessity to change and upgrade architecture in
Egypt. And the architectural reformatory movement of Egypt will subsequently
reflect upon Arab architecture all over the Arab world. The conveners had formed
among themslves an executive committee for the Permanent Conference of Egyp-
tian Architects, and made their preparations for the first conference which con-
vened in April 1985, and which brought about the formation of a number of work
committees that took pains with preparing for the second conference due to con-
vene in April 1986, The second conference is to discuss recommendations got ulti-
mately to in the studies made by the specialized committees to declare establish-
ment of Egyptian Architects’ Union, the charter of professional honour, arrangement
principles of competitions and architectural awards, as well as architectural edu-
cation, compilation and publication. The conference, too, will discuss some ques-
tions of contemporary Egyptian architecture and planning. Not only are Egyptian
architects interested in declaring the establishment of their union, but also in taking
the legal and organizational measures fo set it up, forming its board of directors,
defining its sources of finance, and choosing its premises, in order that the proces-
sion goes on effectually in its right direction as soon as possible, which requires
concentration of all efiorts and sparing no trouble, as well as insistence and preser-
vance. And Such is the point of decision in the whole question.
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