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BERRPITS
Synopsis:

This issue deals with two main
subjects, one is Imam Al-Hussein
Shrine in Cairc, the other is Ras-
heed (Rosetta) Natiocnal Museum.

* IMAM AL HUSSEIN SHRINE:

Historians are almost unani-
mous that the body of Al-Hussein
(may Allah be pleased with him)
was buried where he was
martyred in Karbala (Central
Iraq) after his head had been cut
off, so as to be sent to Yazeed ibn
Mu‘awiah in Damascus (Syria).
Different as the opinions dare on
the burial place of the honoured
head, a great number of histo-
rians confirm that the head of
Al-Hussein was then conveyed to
his shrine in Cairo.

It is learned that the honoured
head was first interred in
Al-Zummurrud palace for nearly
one year until a dome was parti-
cularly built for it (the existing
shrine) in AH. 549. During the
reign of the Ayubites Salahuddin
established a school in the vici-
nity of the shrine. But both were
burned during the litetime of
Almalek Al-Saleh Najmuddin
Ayub in A.H. 640, and, afterwards,
the shrine was restored, and
widened, and a basin for ritual
ablution was annexed to it
During the Ottoman peried the
mosque was further expanded
and the shrine with its decora-
tions was once again restored.
The shrine has two minarets. The
first is short and was built in A.H.
634, while the second minaret
was built at the rear of the
mosque.

Room of Prophetic Legacy:-
It was built by Khedive Abbas

Dr Ahmad Kadry

N0 e

Helmy Il in AH. 1311 at the sou-
therly end of the easterly wall of
the mosgue. The room has two

doors, one opening to the
mosque and the other to the
dome. It includes a cupboard in
which there are kept some pre-
vious legacy of the Apostle
(peace be into him).

They are a piece cut off his
gown, a Kohl container, a Kohl
stick, two hairs of the noble beard
and two copies of the Holy Quran
in Kufic handwriting one of them
by the Caliph ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan
and the other by the Caliph 'Aly
ibn Abi Taleb, may Allah honour
him.

After the 23rd, July revolution
the government took interest in
restoring, carpeting, illuminating
and expanding the mosque from
1500m2 fo 3340m2. There was
annexed to the mosque a 2-storey
building close to the Room of the

Legacy in addition to a special

library for the mosque on a
144m2. Such restorations have
begun in A.D. 1959 and had been
finished up in A.D. 1963. The total
cost amounted to-83 thousands of
Egyptian pounds.

* RASHEED (ROSETTA) NATIONAL
MUSEUM

It is considered one of the, main
sights in such glorious city. It
occupied an ancient house of
the city dating back to the 18ih ¢.
of the Christian era, and known
as “Arab Killy house” attributed
to its then-owner. The house is a
4-floor building. The ground floor
includes a storehouse (Shader)
with cross vaulted ceilings, and a
cistern room. The second floor
was intended for being used by
menfolk, and consists of many

Dr Wala® Assiddleq

Dr Shawgql Nakhlah
engr. Jozef Zakl

Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat

engr. Nabil Abdessamle’
Mr ‘Abduliah Al-‘Attar

rooms with iron grill windows
overtopped by lighting holes. The
third floor is a hall with an octa-
gonal ceiling of turned wood. At
the foremost part of the hall there
is a wooden lwan with windows
made of variously shaped and
turned wood, in addition to «
bathroom covered with a shallow
dome, and close to it there is a
passage having a bench for rest.
The fourth floor was intended for
summer sojourn.

In 1935, within the framework of
a national plan to restore Ras-
heed ancient monuments, the
E.A.O. has set up the museum on
the basis of proper cultural and
tourist standards.

The methods of museum dis-
play have been developed, and
an aesthetic touch has been
added fo the showrooms in such
a way as commensurate with the
Islamic distinguishing charcter of
the city. Moreover, the museum
has been furnished with modern
installation of illumination,
showcases, and modern instruc-
fional gids. Adding more richness
to the museum, the E.A.O. has
arranged the exhibits in such a
way as fo occupy the four floors of
the house instead of only the
second floor. The E.A.O. has also
developed the garden opposite
the museum in such an aesthetic
manner as to realise an open
museum display of the archaeo-
logical pieces discovered in
Rasheed. The garden has also
been cultivated and surrounded
with a fence and lampposts.
Pergolas with seats have been
added to the aesthelically-
illuminated garden in such a way
as to set off its exhibits af night.
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: Trcnmng programme :
interest of the Ceneral
an Plcnmng durmg ‘rhe-_

51 of : J_edd_ah cny,_ At the
here has begun the printing
agining the scientific reports

e seminar held by Orga-
tc'CclpnoIs und Cities, in
Furihermore, 1here W|Il
. bl ed a book on the out:
"f'ihe sympos;um heldinJeddah'in

45 1983 concerning “Town: Upgmdlng ' The
~Centrein alsa: preparing fo publish-ang-

T4

ther list: of “books including: “'Future  of
-Architecture s the Arab East', ‘'Residen-
fial Nelghbnurhaod in‘the Islamic Sense’’,

“Guide Manual for Urban Development”’
and-others....
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PROTECTED BUILDING

THROUGH ACTIONS OF WATER,
WIND, ANIMALS

.., MBSORPTION

'~ WATER CONTENT PROPERTIES

1. The performances of
earth can be measured
accurately on laboratory
samples. 2. Earth is tested in
laboratory under severe
conditions, illustration
based on photo Stage Terre
Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium,
1984. 3. Exposed tests walls,
illustration based on photo
by THEUNISSEN P., 1981, Ivory
Coast. 4. A well-
protected building, illustra-
tion based on photo by
THEUNISSEN P., 1981, Ivory
Coast. 5. Earth resists com-
pression well, illustration
based on photo by THEU-
NISSEN P., 1981, Egypt. 6.
Earth does not resist tensile
strength, illustration based
on photo by THEUNISSEN P.,
1981, Egypt. 7. Earth is often
deteriorated by erosion. 8.
The clay content influences
the confraction when the
material is drying. 9. Earth
contributes to the habitabi-
lity and comfort inside the
building. 10. Earthen buil-
dings must be able to
breathe as the human skin.

Synopsis

* Subject of the issue:

“1987 - International Year of
Shelter for the Homeless.” It deals
on elaboration with the pro-
gramme of the 1YSH, its objec-
tives, implemenation proce-
dures, and its ultimate analysis. It
also includes useful suggestions
by the UN concerned senior offi-
cials on various housing
approaches all over the develo-
ping countries. :

* Technical articles:

“"Who are the homeless and
what are to be the steps of their
housing’’. The arlicle firies to
demcnsirate who- are those
meant to be the frue beneficia-
ries of the IYSH, and how they are
to be provided with the proper

dwelling. i

* Projects of the issue:

- Low-cost housing project in
Mauritania. It began as a self-
help project with a view to rede-
velop some underdeveloped
areas qgccording to an urban
planning designed lo Integrate
such areas in the surrounding
urban fabric.

- Kampungs improvement pro-
gramme in Jakarta, Indonesia. It
shows how the government of
Jakarta managed to improve the
environmental conditions of the
slum areas in the capital clty of
Indonesia, with the least costs,
and through popular participa-
fion,
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Posters on Earth Construction Technology

PERFORMANCES OF EARTH

Earth as a building mate-
rial performs according to
its own specifications, which
differ from those of other
building materials. The use
of earth requires a thorough
understanding of its cha-
racteristics and properties.
Its performances, measured
in well-controlled labora-
tory studies, differ from those
observed in real life situa-
tion.

Earth can support heavy
loads and therefore works
perfectly well when com-
pressed, but it is not resistant
to tensile strength. Earth can
resist water if appropriate
precautions are taken. The
same applies to erosion
problems. Under certain
conditions, earth has excel-
lent thermal and insulating
capacities.

Reterence:

UNCHS HABITAT NEWS April ’85.

LABORATORY SAMPLE

EARTH IS TESTED IN THEORY - 2 |
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International Year of Sheller
for the Homeless ..... How
fo Prepare for?

Dr Abdelbaki ibrahim

UN information centres have starfed on making preparations for International
Year of Shelter for the Homeless, viz. 1987. Strangely encugh, It happened that the
brochures issued In this regard for worldwide disiribution are fronipaged with a
large plcture on the problem of housing the homeless, taken from Caire city cenire,
heart of the Arab world. So, the Arab architect should have budged fo oppose such
o painful phenomencn that disfigures the face of the Arab cliy. Such opposition may
take on several forms, because contemporary Arab architecture cannof be limited
to official projects or bulidings of the ellte. It should rather be wide enough for
buildings of the poor, beginning with housing the homeles. Such Is the real chal-
lenge In front of the Arab architect.

Housing concept here does not mean to provide the emergency dwelling as a
shelter for the homeless. Rather I Is, In its comprehensive sense, urgent settlement in
terms of economy, community, and urbanization; since fo solve the problem of
housing in the emergency sense may result in more soclal and economic problems
than mere emergency housing. And housing projscts, In such case, can be linked
with projects of urban developmenti, espacially in the newly urbanized areas where
there are the new chances of work. Thus we can guard against population pressure
on the existing citles including their public utilities and facilifies, which Is caused by
projects of housing in the emergency sense. And In the comprehensive sense of
housing as an urgent phase In settiement operations, the phase of housing may be
considered the first phase of settlement In which the dwelling can be given the
ehance of both horizontal and vertical expansion through seif-help in the building
process. The phase ef housing, in that manner, becomes a provisional phase after
which the homeless settle down permanently In productive dwelling communities.

The architecture of housing, on the other hand, Is connected with many factors.
First of all, there are those of the low costs and quickness of construction, in such a
formal manner of designing that supplies the family with Its basic living require-
ments. And the basic requirements, here, are governed by exchange of use, in the
sense that the living room becomas fit for both taking of food and sieeping, together
with furnishing the dwelling unit with the least of sanitary facliities. In this regard,
the architecture of housing, due to the fact that it does not censtlfute a permanent
phase of housing to the same extent as its being a provisional housing phase, untll
the family be able to build its dwelling at extended phases, so as to stress human
setflement on the basis of safe designing principles, and using such methods of
construction as to encourage the dwellers to compleie the buliding by themselves.
And the housing process, in such sense, requires a suifable method of construction,
and then setfiement, and then the urban development of the exiended dwelling,
which needs Incessant economical, soclal, and urban care as a basls for deve-
lopment of the new human settlements.

Let the centres of researches begin to work in this directlon. Let the centres of
architectural sducation begin to develop thelr currlcula in such a way as to coi-
respond to everything new in the world of bullding .... Let us think of millions of
homeless people ... Let us begln from here, from the Arab reality. And such is another
call for research and study..



SHELTER FOR THE HOMELESS
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THE TYSH POSTER GAME

1987 INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF

-‘E e ar Wil adanlinet This poster shows & poor family's search For a real
e th le with me hor home in a Latin American city, To help better under=
To. e Gtk leep stand the types of problems and Frustrations faced by
S and pecestes ar public zuil the ra_-ily, the poster has been designed for use as an
i3 homeless by tural and ma educational game. Eath player starts with 3 counter on
zT highlight number 1, PFlayers {n turn throw a dice, whith shows
=is o real how many numbers to move. The Tirst person to reach
ala P Stien brom LEa ETAFEAT number G0 wing the game - but om the way, players have
sof wal bl sanitelian: Lo chey the instructions on the numbers they Yand on.
1 and periana’ safetys At numbers 5 and L1, mach player must choase whicn af
Lva treas *ar vmplaognent, the two routes e take,
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