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Synopsis:

This issue deals with only one subject,
viz. restoration and development project
of the Islamic city of Rasheed (Rosetta).

Histerical background:

It is learnt that Rasheed joined the
Muslim community at the hands of ‘Amr
ibn Al 'Ass after Alexandria had been
conguered in the year AH. 24, It was the
then-coptic ruler of the city who con-
cluded peace with 'Amr ibn Al ‘Ass and
paid the tribute to Muslims. Then the
churches remained just as they were for
those who continued to be Copts. Com-
panions of the Messenger of Allah (peace
be unto him) deemed it pleasant to live in
Rasheed, So they settled it where they
built houses and constructed mosques.
The pick of those venerable companions
(may Allah be pleased with them) were
buried in Rasheed.

Ancilent houses in Rasheed

Rasheed contains a large group of
Islamic buildings; the largest group after
that of Cairo city. There are twenty two
ancient houses, mosques, a public
bathing house, a mill, a gate, a citadel,
and the remains of an ancient wall, Those
buildings date back toe the OChHoman
period , except Qayetbay citadel, the
remains of the wall, and the gate which
date back to the Mamelukes.

Of the most significant monuments of
Rasheed there are: House of ‘Uthman
Agha Al Amseely - Mill of Abu Shaheen

Mr Mahmoud el-Hadldy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Amal el-*imary

Dr ‘Aliya Sherlff

Mr. Atef Ghorem.

Dr Ahmad Kadry

‘io Y e

-House of Hasseebaj Ghazal - House of
Almayzouni - House of Thabit - House of
‘Assfour- House of Al Qanadeely - House of
‘Arab kully.

The most important mosques in the city
are: 'Aly Almahally mosque and Al
‘Abbasy mosque. And then we have the
public bathing house of ‘Azzouz and
Qayetbay citadel.

Restorations under way in Rasheed: In
the framework of the plan adopted by
Egyptian Antiquities Organization (EAO) to
restore and preserve both Muslim and
Coptic monuments all over Egypt, a plan
has been drawn up for doing full archi-
tectural, finely-made, and technical res-
torations to the ancient monuments of
Rasheed.

Architectural restoration included the
main following jobs: treatment of all
cracks and completion of all buildings
according to the archaeological and
technical standards — mortaring the
interiors of all houses in the same way as
mentioned before — making stone floo-
ring on concrete pads in some houses —
covering the rooftops with a cement |ayer
— mounting new stairs instead of the
faulty ones — completion of the iron
incomplete windows of the houses.

Moreover, all the sanitary and electrical
works were completely done to all the
monuments.

Dr Wafa’ Assiddleq
Dr Shawgl Nakhiah
engr. Jozef Zaki

Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat

engr. Nabll Abdessamie*
Mr ‘Abduliah Al-‘Attar

Restoration, preservation, and treat-
ment works:

1- Timber: Due fo the surrounding condi-
tions of high humidity, mycoses, and
woodworms most of the timber elements
have putrified. So, dll the timber elements
were technically freated, so as to give
them their original shape, in addition to
giving the coleured timber elements their
criginal celours.

2- lvory elements were cleaned with g
mixture of alecohel and water, and then
were dried up, and insulated with a spe-
cific material, so as to solidify some of the
weok parts affected by the fungi and
insects.

3- Marble elements: Full technical resto-
rations were done to marble constructions
including a lot of Turkish and Arabic ins-
criptions in many ancient houses of the
city.

4- Metal ¢lements: all the metal elements
(iron and copper) were finely mended,
completed, and finely restored.

5 All the stone, faience, ceramic works
were cleaned, chemically treated,
washed and then were repasted to the
walls.

Due to its grear importance as a histo-
rical monument, Qayetbay citadel was
given a special and full amount of care
and attention as regards all the parts in
need of restoration and preservation.

Prof. Abdelbakl Ibrahim

Prof. Hazem Ibrahim

Prof. Ahmad Kamai Abdul Faitah
arch. Nora Al-Shinnawy

arch. Hanaa Nabhan

arch. Hudc Fawzy
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Al MAW’EL NEWS:-

* The Centre has recelved an invitation
from the ministry of housing, Sultanate
of Oman, to look into the architectural
achievements in the Sultanate with a
view to bring out a special Issue of
‘Alam Albena’ on such subject. The
Centre, accordingly, Is fo delegate both
arch. Mohamed '‘Awwad ‘Aref and arch.
Hala Omar In order to carry out such
assignment.

* The Centre has started to computerize
the process of laying out the working
designs of some architectural projects
the centre Is now carrying out, as a step
to apply such approach on all projects
undertaken by the Cenire.

* The Centre has contributed to a study
on Arab and Forelgn Cultural Interac-
tions in the Fleld of Architecture at the
seminar held by the Yugoslavian Society
for Cultural Studies, in Dubrovnik, from
20 - 25 Sept., 1985.

* A work group from urban planning
section at the Centre led by arch.
Ramadan Mahmoud Ramadan is cur-
rently carrying out @ number of local
urban planning projects in Asswan
governorate, with a view to cope with
the basic requirements of Asswan hou-

sing projects.

The Centre has finished complilation of
the planning manuals on which It had
made a contract with the General
Authority of Urban Planning. It Is worth
mentioning the Centre Is currently
drawing up the training courses for
employees in the local urban deve-
lopment authorities, which are
expected to begin in October 1985.

* The Centre will soon advertise the
series of books it will shortly publish, so
as to arrange with ‘Alam-Al-Bena’
management for making bookings In
advance.
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Alcan is the most successful and also
probably the most popular. It is a discreet
unpretentious modern building con-
nected by an atrium to a row of elegant
buildings including Atholstan House and
the old Berkeley Hotel.

Other important buildings, built during
the last few years, try to conceal or justify
the irreparable damage done during the
last two decades. The most striking
example is Montreal's new Palais des
Congrés, completed in 1983. Bullt over the
Ville-Marie expressway this conference
centre was supposed to recreate the link
between Old Montreal and the modern
city. Unfortunately, its implantation has
not succeeded in filling in the gap of the
expressway which still yawns wide open,
nor in recreating this link.

The Palais de Justice in Quebec City,
also has a symbolic function: to create a
new district in a now-deserted area. But its
proximity to the Dufferin-Montmorency
Autoroute seems to dwarf it, and in so
doing, denies the existence of the city.
With regard to its form, the Palais de Jus-
tice shows a certain degree of sophisti-
cation, even though the architects have
again not been able to resist the use of
tinted glass as the predominant building
material.

Creativity is rarely found in metro
access kiosks, yet the Bonaventure Station
serving technological purposes, shows
the evocative power of architecture. This
capacity for expression inherent in archi-
tecture and sculpture, reaches its
apogee with Lasalle metro station built in
1978. Not all the stations are as outstan-
ding, but most of them offer Montrealers a
quality underground environment.

On the surface. the housing sector has
inherited the inventiveness to be found in
the metro. Architect Dan Hanganu is
among those whose work is particularly
interesting and sensitive. After building

two series of town houses on ile-des-
v i ™

Soeurs, he then set about designing a
housing project in the Little Burgundy dis-
trict. In spite of its questionable site, the
project finished in 1984, retains a certain
character and vitality.

Among the other teams who have
attracted attention in the housing sector,
mention should be made on the firm of
Poirier Cardinal which took advantage of
Operation 20,000 housing units, to carry
out research into the typology of Montreal
housing and urban planning. Lastly,
architects Rosen, Caruso, Vecsei, with the
Fort de la Montagne, have developed an
architectural style which places this
condominium complex among
Montreal's great apartment buildings.

These recent manifestations, which
indicate an ever-growing awareness of
the importance of design in the architec-
tural environment, correspond to a gra-
dual awakening of both public and
architects. The more aware the public is
of the contribution of good design to the
quality of life, the greater the architect's
efforts will be to improve his creative
approach. Thus, the emergence of design
may vanquish the objections of those who
turn to the conservation and reconstruc-
tion of older models.

The dynamics, ebullient in the metro,
where architects transformed themselves
into sculptors and vice versa, would wil-
lingly spill over into full daylight. There, in
close contact with the past, architecture
should assert itself in everyday life without
relinquishing its contemporary origins.

Today, manifeststions of a new style of
creativity must be channeled towards an
architectural field which has broadened
over the last few years and which should
now be developed. The architect of the
eighties, in Quebec, must practise his art
with renewed concern for detail, thus
assuming his role as a creator who res-
pects the past, but is equally concerned
with the present and the future.

Synopsis:

* Subject of the Issue:

""Canada and its Contemporary Archi-
tecture”, the article-and the Issue-are
dedicated to the demonstration and
analysis of the main features of Canada's
achievments in architecture. In Canadag,
technical advance and historical awa-
reness go hand in hand. This closeness
between the past and present can be
seen in many buildings in Canada; the
new Bank of Canada in Oftawa, the
Granville Island renewal project, the
museum of Canadian architectural his-
tory and many other buildings in the
regions of Canada from the west Coast,
the prairie provinces, Ontario, Quebec,
till the Atlantic provinces.

* Technical Articles:

— "New Atria of Canada”, the Cana-
dian architect developed new applica-
tions for the Roman atrium to suit his own
social and environmental needs. Atrium
buildings include four basic types:
internal, open-sided, connecting, and
linear atrium.

— "Housing Policy in Canada”, Cana-
dians are predominantly urban people,
with almost two-thirds of its inhabitants
living in towns and cities. Houses in
Canada vary from the small private
house, to the apartment building, the
row-houses, and the huge housing com-
plexes. The article presents some housing
projects in Canada.

* Projects of the Issue:

- Law Courts and Provincial Government
Offices, Vancouver. Architect: Arthur
Erickson.

- Discovery Parks Research Center
Vancouver. Architect: Russel Vandiver.

* Personality of the lssue:

In the last few decades, Canadian
architects made some progressive and
creative contributions to Canadian and
international architecture. The magazine
presentsa profile of one of the more pro-
minent among these architects: Arthur
Erickson, who takes a structural approach
to landscape and a landscape
approach to architecture
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Contemporary Architecture of the 80’s

From the early sixties to the mid-
seventies, Quebec underwent profound
transformation. The physical environment
of its towns, villages and countryside was
subjected to major and Irreversible
changes.

More rapid highways were built to faci-
litate travel from one town to another. En
route, the traveller passed hydro-electric
pylons standing proudly like so many
monuments to the glory of engineering. Of
this new era of major public works, the
construction and exploitation of the dams
in Northern Quebec undoubtedly repre-
sent the most outstanding achievement.

In the towns, the so-called ‘“delapi-
dated" districts were rapidly demolished
to make way for new buildings corres-
ponding more closely to the speculative
values proposed by real estate promo-
ters. A site was prepared in the middle of
St Lawrence river for the 1967 Montreal
World's Fair (Expo '67) the perfect symbol
of the wind of enthusiasm blowing over
Quebec. During one whole summer, the
whole world focussed its eyes on the
creation of this exhibition.

However, contrary to expectation, the
end of Expo brought warning signs of a
recession which steadily deepened
during the following decade. In spite of
occasional upswings, (such as construc-

Odile Hénault Architect

tion for the 1976 Olympic Games) which
gave a fleeting illusion of renewed pros-
perity, the period of major public works
was over.

Yet as early as 1961, Jane Jacobs was
saying out loud what many people did
not dare admit. She denounced the
gradual dismantling of the urban tissue
that promoters and town-planners were
carrying out in the name of progress.
Jane Jacobs' message gradually spread
throughout the American cities and
eventually reached Quebec. Thus, new
model planning began to emerge.

In the early eighties, three factors cha-
racterized Quebec architecture. Firstly,
there was an enthusiastic promotion of
the province's architectural heritage.
From well-founded fears of destroying the
character of a district, all structures are
being protected. The renovations being
carried out in the area around the new
Radio-Canada building in Montreal are a
striking example of this. Secondly, major
construction projects are undertaken in
an almost apologetic manner, in an
attempt to heal overly-brutal treatment of
a still recent past.

Lastly, the movement which had only
made rare appearances since the early
sixties now surfaced. Indeed, from the
impressive architectural tradition,

created with and for the Montreal metro,

emerged creativity which, it is to be
hoped, will mark the present decade.

The architect participates in the reno-
vation movement already Initiated by a
public that henceforth rejects the cold-
ness of high-rise accommodation. The
institutional heritage has also been the
object of quite imaginative interventions
on the part of architects.

However, a certain tendency to pas-
tiche and servile imitation is obviously felt.
In certain areas where older models no
longer exist, architects resorted to a clas-
sical subterfuge: the mirror. Thus, a series
of reflecting glass buildings have been
erected along de Maisonneuve Boule-
vard in Montreal. They either reflect one
another or convey myriad impressions of
emptiness left by the vacant lots.

One building, however, escapes the
monotony of glass: the AEtna Building.
Architects have tried to create the illusion
of a glass box set in a granite block. The
nobility of the materials and the sobriety
of the glassed surfaces, few in number but
of handsome proportions, give the buil-
ding a monumental look suitable for its
proximity to major institutions.

However, on one of the city's other main
streets, promoters and architects do their
utmost to conceal modern additions
behind the old facades. The Maison
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UPGRADING OF URBAN ENVIRONMENT..
A NEW SCIENCE IN ARCHITECTURAL
EDUCATION CURRICULA

Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Concern for urban environment, immediately after carrying out the new urban pro-
jects, for the purpose of its management, preservation, and development, as well as
raising the human aspect therein, and attaching the new human to the new environ-
ment, is @ matter in which the developed countries are more interested than the deve-
loping nations, which deem termination of urban projects an end of the work of all
concerned. Afterwards, such projects are negligently left to inhabitants, without any
social control to direct their local activity or to protect their urban environment. And |t
does not take long before such projects become socially and architecturally back-
ward, so as to add more complications to the problems of the town.

That is why the science of urban management is a curricular basis of urban deve-
lopment. And such is the science lacking in the planning and architectural education
curricula in the Arab world. If urban development has its administrative aspects during
periods of preparation, construction, and settling, it has also got its economical aspects
during such successive periods of time. Nevertheless, building in Arab cities has rea-
ched such an existing condition with its entire problems of backwardness and lack of
administration. Thus the socially and architecturally underdeveloped quarters have
shown to cover the larger proportion of the built-up area of the city.

Such is the gloomy picture which planning studies usually start from, by representing
and analysing the reality, for the purpose of working out its cultural projection for lang
periods of time, without fully realizing the social and urban changes that might occur to
the existing conditions in the course of urabn development. Hence the necessity o deal
architecturally with the city on the basis of instant, intermediate, and long term plans, or
in terms of what is called developmental care with its economical, social, and urban
aspects without interruption. And such is another expression of urban management in
its full technical, organizational, and financial sense, which is absent in the Arab city.
One glance at the master plans drawn up for a multitude of big Arab cities reveals the
conditions such cities have got to, in the light of their plans, due to the fact that urban
underdevelopment of such cities follows from technical, organizational, and supervi-
sory backwardness of their concerned authorities on the one hand, and personal pres-
sures of the influential groups that did not participate in drawing up the urban plans, on
the other. Thus, the urban plans are lacking in their executory effectivenss. The Arab
city, hence, is in need of unceasing developmental care within the framework of out-
looks for both immediate and distant future together.

Developmental care for Arab cities has many technical, organizational, and finan-
cial aspects. The technical aspect includes many branches, the most important of
which is upgrading urban environment, and it is the topic of today in urban develop-
ment. In point of science, it differs from architectural designing and urban planning
inasmuch as it deals with the building as it exists including its human occupants. Thus it
deals with man to the same extent as the building, which requires a careful method of
technical treatment, special expertise in systems of management, and profound com-
prehension of the social surrounding as well as psychology of both the individual and
the community. And at this point, man becomes a basic factor in the scientitic methdo-
logy of upgrading urban environment. '
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