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in 1744 by a high-ranking officer
of the Oftoman army, named Abd
Al-Rahman Katkhuda. The site
measures about 14 mX 6m. The
building consists of a 2-storey
southern portion which is no
longer in use, and 3 stories to the
morth, which are inhabited on
the upper floors. The southern
part as well as the ground floor of
the northern part were for public
use. There is the Sabil room con-
taining 3 water basins, out of
which passersby helped them-
selves with water, then the school
room located above, and finally
in the rear part a small room
containing the necessary instal-
lations to bring the water up from
the large tank housed under the
building.

The building is richly deco-
rated. The three elevations of the
southern part feature several
marble columns as well as inlaid
panels. A three-fold stalactites
row connects visually the two sto-
ries. Inside the monument there
are three carved and painted
ceilings. The most ountstanding
features are the faience tiles
covering the walls of the Sabil-
room, containting a unique
representation of Makka.

In 1981 The E.A.Q. started doing
restorations. The ailing plaster
was removed. The ageing brick
work was strengthened. Some
limestone blocks were repiaced
in the elevation and thoroughly
cleaned and their surface was
treated with a protective spray.
The missing faience decoration
was repaired with tiles, newly
manufactured in Turkey. The aim
of the restorations is to ensure the
continuous existence for this
small masterpiece of the
Ottoman art.

Rooflight of the mosque of al-Figl (after restoration)

Bronze windows main elevation of the Sabil Kuttab (after
restoration®
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Synopsis:

This issue is to deal with two
Islamic monuments:

The Palace of Amir Bashtak
Alnasiri, and the Sabil kuttab
(Fountainhouse) of Abd
Al-Rahman Katkhuda.

The Palace of Amir Bashtak:

Thanks to the historian
Al-Magrizi, some facts about the
history of the Amir and his palace
are known. The large structure
was erected in the years 1335-
1339 AH by the Amir Seif Eddin
Bashtak Al-Nasiri. It was built on a
section of the large precincts of
the Fatimid Eastern-Palace (Built
in the 10th century). In the 14th
century Bashtak bought the
palace and he was granted an
adjacent plot of land by the
Sultan. In order to fulfil his ambi-
tion, he had two large houses,
eleven small mosques, and four
sanctuaries dismantled. The only
surviving building of former times
is the mosque Al-Figl, existing
today as an integrated part of the
palace. After four years of cons-
truction the Amir took passession
of his new residence. It became
famous for its impressing height,

Mr Mahmoud el-Hadidy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Amal el-‘imary

Dr *Allya Sheriff

Mr. Atef Ghonem.

Dr Ahmad Kadry

as well as its massive foundations,
and its luxurious interiors.

The actual site covers a surface
of 60m X 44m. The still existing
parts of the palace are centered
around an open courtyard,
which is now only accessible
from the north. Only the west wing
is of Mameluke origins compri-
sing several floors and a protru-
ding gateway, as well as the
arcades of the aftached south
wing. The ground floor of the west
wing contains among large
vaulted substructions along the
western and southern street ele-
vations a series of vaulted shops
and houses.

On the first floor of the west
wing, of which larg parts of the
northern rooms have been lost, a
large reception hall has survived.

On the second floor only a few
rooms have survived including
two galleries. Already in the thir-
ties the E.A.O. restored parts of the
badly damaged building, which
facilitated the recent work con-
siderably. The project was
divided into 2 phases.

Phase | concentrated on the

Dr Wafa’® Assiddieq
Dr Shawgql Nakhlah
engr. Jozef Zaki

Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat

engr. Nabll Abdessamie*
Mr ‘Abdullah Al-‘Attar

west wing including the great
hall. The work took place from
1982-1984. Phase 2 extended to
the mosque of Al Figl. The work
lasted from 1984-1985.

The building was surveyed and
documented and the blocked
windows and doors were opened
up. The structure of the palace
had to be stregthened in several
parts and sometimes totally
rebuilt. Most of the rooms were
newly plastered. The coffered
timber ceilings were cleaned
and restored. In order to restore
the builiding to its fromer splen-
dour, utmost care was taken of all
the decorative parts.

The aim of the restorations is to
allow the palace to become a
public monument hosting cul-
tural events. Al-Figl mosque is to
resume its function as a Friday
mosque.

* The Sabil kuttab Abd
Al-Rahman Katkhuda:

The fountainhouse of Abd
Al-Rahman Katkhuda is located
in the main street of medieval
Cairo. The building was erected

= e D T e

Prof. Abdelbakl Ibrahim

Prof. Hazem Ibrahim

Prof. Ahmad Kamal Abdul Fatiah
arch. Nora Al-Shinnawy

arch. Hanaa Nabhan

arch. Huda Fawzy
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AL MAW’EL NEWS:

* DrHazem Ibrahim, technical manager
of the Centre, has joined in with the
board of debating an MA thesis on
architecture submitted by the architect
Ali Bayoumi, demonstrator at Alexan-
dria University, under the tutorship of
both Dr Mohsen Zahran and Dr
Mohamad Tarek Al Sayyad. He has aiso
participated in debating another MA
thesis on architecture, submitted by the
architect Ussama Massoud, demons-
trator at Al-Minya University under the
tutorship of both Dr Mohamad Abdel ‘Al
and Dr Mohamad Tarek Al-Sayyad.
‘Alam Albenaa’ will publish a file on
each thesis.

* There participated in the fourth tfrai-
ning course for 1985, arranged by the
Centre under the fitle “Establishing the
Origins of the Cultural Values in Con-
temporary planning and Architecture,”
from 6-19 Jul., 1985, a number of Arab
students including arch. Galal shabib
and arch. Maryem Hussein Al-Yehya of
the Ministry of Housing, Bahrain, and
arch. Heyder Ali Ismall, of the municl-
pality of Kuwait, in addition to particl-
pating Egyptian architects.

* The Centre has finished drawing up of
planning and architectural designs for
the project of Annawras tourist village
overiooking Al Timsah lake, Ismaillia.

The design has been connected with the
local environment, Just as the planning
which is akin to the soclal mileu, in the
form of large family groups. The Maga-
zine will shortly publish detalls of the
project.

* The Centre Is due to participate in the
seminar arranged by Jeddah munici-
pality on the planning problems of Arab
cities, In Oct., 1985. Dr Hazem Ibrahim Is
to read a paper on the planning theories
of the contemporary Arab city.

* The Cenire has recently been visited
by an expert of UN Organization for
Human Seitlements (Habitaf) at Nairoby,
in continuation of the successive visits
to the Centre, with the aim of enriching
the learned and consultative coopera-
tion with it.
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Under these two basic influences in the
Arabic psychology—austerity and
enjoyment—Islamic thought grew into a
dichotomy of cultural texture, expressed
architecturally in two principal building
types: the mosque and the palace, both
planned as enclosed gardens. In its ori-
ginal form the mosque was a closed rec-
tangular space partially roofed and
colonnaded around the perimeter
encompassing an open court in the
middle of which a fountain is placed for
ablution. The mosque represented an
enclosed garden of quiet for the soul, a
refuge from the distractions of temporal
existence. In the beginning barren in
detail, it was later highly articulated with
arches and domes, but in all cases con-
ducive to looking inward in contempla-
tion.

The palace, on the other hand, while
exuding the contained mood of enclo-
sure, succeeded in reproducing an
image of paradise as described in the
Koran to enhance the lives of believers on
earth. It became the enclosed garden
with its water, fountains, breezeways, and
cool shade fruit trees. While expressing
the spiritual meaning of paradise on
earth, the plan of the palace provided a
logical solution for living in hot countries.
The oasis of cool moist breeze was and
continues to be without doubt @ most
oftractive image and sound means by
which to alleviate the harshness of some
climates. Thus the poalace became a
forerunner of residential architecture in
North Africa, Spain, Mexico and the Ame-
rican southwest.

The urban texture of North African towns
was widely transplanted into Arizona and
New Mexico around the last part of the
nineteenth century. In Tucson in 1880
there developed a row house type which
made intelligent use of urban property: a
fype which was and still is being cons-
tructed in Morocco. Tunis and street and
common walls on the sides. It was flat
roofed, mostly one story. The monotonous
understatement of the street wall
screened diverse living functions
accommodated in rectangular modules
with a post and beom construction
system. Town houses had a variety of sizes
allowing for linear flexibility in planning.
The living areas developed around an
inner court or a center hall which func-
tionally linked the street entrance to the
rear. Family living functions were placed
near the street, while more private rooms

such as bedrooms developed in the rear.
The common origin which ties this plan to
the single family Islamic residence deve-
loping from the palace is unmistakable.
Although the spiritual tie no longer
existed, the logic of the plan and its
appropriateness of desert living was the
principal cause for its longevity.

Around the turn of the century, this
house type began to be gradually
repalced by the Anglo type which viewed
urban property from quite a different
angle. It endeavored to compact the
living funclions, remove the yard from the
interior of the plan and place it on the
exterior near the street. This trend
gothered momentum as the American
trontier moved westward bringing with it
sentiments which had their origins in
European building tradition. As America
moved into the twentieth century making
heating and air conditioning an acces-
sible commodity for all, the Anglo type
hose increased in popularity because of
the ease by which one could change
temperature at will regardless of the
building configurations. The result was the
characterless sameness which has
covered the face of the land. Features
historically devised to take advantage of
natural phenomena in producing com-
fortable temperatures for human habita-
tion became obsolete, even old fas-
hioned. The shaded courts, water sur-
faces, fountains and breezeways, began
to seem like wasted space in the short
sighted view of the land developer.

Since it became finally evident that
energy is in fact finite, and that sooner or
later we must employ a measure of
commonsense in handling its use, the vir-
tues of the North African residence are
being rediscovered. Words like “envi-
ronment, belenging, indigenous, natural”
have crept into the common every day
language. A sentiment in the southwest is
gathering momentum to review the prio-
rities in building criteria. A building ordi-
nance has recently been enacted in
Tucson, Arizona requiring that new houses
lo be builtin the areas defined by the city
as bearing the characteristics of the
Spanish-Mexican heritage must have
those characteristics themselves. While
the Anglo type residence has been lar-
gely visible in the last fifty years in the
south and the southwest, the North African
type has never really ceased to be built.
And now a new revival of logical building
15 eminent.
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Synopsis:

* Subject of the issue:-

“ALAM AL BENAA" in Jordan " : The
Maogazine highlights the present archi-
tectural advancement in Jordan with
emphasis on the cultural and historical
background dating back to thousands of
years ago, which have turned Jordan into
a virtual museum under the canopy of the
heavens.
= Projects of the issue:-

- Design competition on the permanent
premises of the Royal Academy for

-Islamic Civilization Researches (Alul Bait

Foundation).

There entered for the competition 16
Firms. Ironically, the project, submitted by
Dr Abdel Haleem Ibrahim, which was
supposed to be the 1st prize winner has
been denied to any prize, according to a
distingnished member of the jury.

- Urban development project in Jordan.

The project comprises development of
five residential areas for the benefit of 15
thousand low-income people within
Amman, in oddition to building 3 thou-
sand dwelling units with their complete
tacilities on the outskirts of Amman, to the
advantage of 41000 people.

- Al-Ribaat housing project in Amman:
arch. Bilal Hamad.

- Specimens of architects' achievements
in Jordan: Private housing and public
housing projects

+ Technical Articles:-

- Role of Urban Planning in the National
Development, written by Dr Shady S. Alg-
hadban, who sheds light on the problems
besetting the process of urban planning
in Arab countries at present, and eluci-
dates dimensions and targefs of urban
growth in the comprehensive national
development.
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INFLUENCE OF ISLAMIC ARCHITECTURE ON
AMERICAN BUILDING TRADITION

The Nemadic Arabs of Higaz, a territory
of the Arabian Penisula, were shepherds
whose principal quest was to follow wea-
ther congenial to grazing their livestock.
They were not possessed by an urge
toward the building of permanent struc-
tures. However fired by Islam, and moti-
vated by its promise, they swept across
the world acquiring an empire bordering
on China to the east and France to the
west, By necessity their beliets became
the new force which brought life into the
disintegrating cultures they encountered:
the Sassanidae in Iran, the Hellenics in
North Africa, and the Visigoths in Spain.
The new culture used as tools the arts, the
crafts and the builders in the conquered
countries to express the lite inspired by the
Koran, and the teachings of the prophet
Mchammad. The interaction came to be
known as Islamic Art and Architecture.

As it became firmly established in the

Islamic world, the style acquired the
geographical areas: Syro-Egyptian, Tur-
kish, Mesopotamian and Persian, Indian,
and North African and Spanish.
Around the turn of the seventh century
the fabric of Visigoth rule in Spain dege-
nerated, weakened by squabbles and
persecutions so that, when in AD. 711
Tarik Ibn Ziyaod crossed the Strait of
Gibraltar with a Moslem army, his con-
quest was a welcome relief for a variety of
peoples in Spain. The Spanish Jews, fier-
cely abused during the previous century,
and maony slaves who had hoped that
Christianity would improve their social
condition, in their despair welcomed the
tolerant invaders as liberators. Even Visi-
goth nobles accepted the Isiamic domi-
nation. The Spanish subjects, protected
by Koranic law, were allowed to return to
their homes and worship in their chur-
ches. Bishops were elected, ecclesias-
tical councils convened. Christian ser-
mons were often preached in the Arabic
language that prevailed.

The potent influence of Islamic culture
travelled across the Atlantic with the
Spaniards as they set out to pursue their
various endeavours in the New World. The
conquest by Hernan Cortez of the Aztec
Empire ultimately resulted in the arrival in
1536 in the Sonora Desert of Alvar Nunez
Caboza de Vaca, which enticed the

Spanish of New Spain to explore the north.
These events were catalysts for the emer-
gence of the Franciscan missions, the
founding of the Jesuit missions in San
Xavier del Bac and eventually the sprea-
ding of the missionary movement in the
southwest and along the California coast.
In 1565, Florida was settled permanently
by Menendez de Avilos as the Spanish
explorers landed on the east coast and
fraveled westward. The history of Florida,
Louisiana, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona
ond California illustrates the unmista-
kable Spanish-North african influence in
the United States from the mid-sixteenth
century until the end of the nineteenth
century.

In eight hundred years of building,
Islamic architecture produced a wide
variety of buildings. There were many
innovations of form, some characteristi-
cally Islamic, other ingenious adapta-
tions of earlier forms to serve new pur-
poses: the mosque, the palace, the fort,
the public bath, the pointed arch, the
horse-shoe arch, the wall decorations of
richly complex yet logical geometry, the
mosaic, tile and stucco ornament. Brilliant
structural ideas took shape in round
domes over a square or octagonal sup-
port system, sometimes over only four
points; complex arching was devised to
span large distances as in the mosque in
Cordova—all in almost boundless variety.
Mony of these features new appear in the
United States, principally in the missions of
the south and southwest. Other features
appear in some synagogues in New York,
Philadelphia and Cincinnati, built during
the romantic revival at the beginning of
the nineteenth century. Some of these
buildings have a general Moorish Islamic
aspect, though they do not possess those
features in their purest forms.

The Spanish Moorish ''"Mujedar"
(colonnaded interior garden and foun-
tain) is clearly a' most prevalent feature of
the missions. Another is wooden ceilings
in geometric patterns, colored tile. The
arch with rectangular frame was also
popular.

Many of the churches and missions buiit
by the Spaniards during those years were
essentially Mozarabic in texture and ger-

KAMAL AMIN
Scotisdale, Arizona U.S.A.

neral appearance and sometimes in
detail. Unike the elaborate missions built
by the skilled Aztec labor in Mexico, the
ones built in the American southwest used
largely unskilled labor on rather small
budgets, giving most of the Arizona and
California missions a simple, almost naive
appearance of pure form with o minimum
of detail.

The one building type which made the
long trek to the United Stotes, while
remaining largely intact as originally
conceived, is the palace, adapted to
domestic architecture.

One cannot allude to the palace,
however, without giving some attention to
the mosque. They are two building types
with two diverse functions which have the
same origin in the Islamic consciousness
as kformed by the Koranic teachings.

In reading the Koran it becomes clear
that two fundamental themes weave the
fabric which underlies Islamic religious
motivation and provides the logic for its
architectural form. One is akin to a singu-
larly austere heritage which the Arabs of
Higoz acquired through endless harsh
sands and relentless blazing sun. Tem-
pered by fiery hardship, the Arabs were
suddenly imbued by the vigorous spirit of
islam. They were expected to maintain
Spartan behaviour in the conduct of their
daily lives, to adhere to renuciation and
repentance as a means of securing the
life hereafter.

The other theme was concerned with
the life hereafter and the enjoyment of
that life. The hereafter is not merely a state
of being, but also a physical condition
which is described in detail. Many pas-
sages describe the rivers, the greenery
ond the shade, Others are graced by
images of beautiful maidens, of grapes,
figs and wine,and other elements of
enjoyment, all embodied in an atmos-
phere of spiritual fulfiiment where sin is
unknown and God is supreme. This is
paradise, the Greek “‘paradeisos,” the
Arabic “Pherdaos,” which has its origin in
the Pharsi, the Persian language. The
word means “an enclosed park”.
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Architecture of Jordan Formed by Stones
and Roses

Dr AbdelBaki Ibrahim

There is no doubt that architecture does not reach perfection save by landscaping
the locality in which it stands. Landscape often takes immediate priority over the
general outward appearance of the building, apart from such view as confined to
plastic unigue achievement in construction and disregard of planning the surrounding
orea. Hence, specialization in landscape architecture is of secondary importance in
both the educational and executive process. This is due to the need of the community
which is unoware of the local and design dimensions of the structure, with its endeavour
being confined, first of all, to safety aspects in construction as well as economization on
materials. Landscape processes, afterwards, become within the scope of competence
of the municipal authorities outside the buildings. Moreover, landscape architecture
becomes a sort of landscape gardening. As a matter of fact, landscape architecture
depends on the cultural levels of communities; since, in a civilized society, interest in
landscape architecture extends from outside the building to its inside, in such a
manner that landscape elements become as significant as architectural elements, if
not more significant. To touch on the cultural level here is fo drive us to the sublime
Islamic civilization that entirely nurtures such aspect whether by afforestation, arran-
gement, or spreading the aesthetic touch over all that is seen by the eye. A civilized
man interacts and coexists with the environment he lives in. Therefore, he invests all the
local potentials such as building materials and landscaping in the light of the natural
ond climatic characteristics and as extension to the elements of legacy.

Architeclure of Jordan, in such a manner, designates the civilization of a people who
deals and interacts with the environment, and draws a parallel between contemporary
requirements and the inherited cultural values. For this reason, the architecture of
Jordan has been a faithful expression of the cultural and economic characteristics of
the self-dispsed community, in the field of architecture which is considered a vertical
extension to the land on which it is built and which is visible in the material of the white
lime-stone. Similarity between society and architecture is a cultural phenomenon just
as it is o human value being reflected on man’s living manners both indoors and out-
doors. If the architecture of Jordan depends on the stone material to furnish such simi-
larity, it depends, too, on landscape in which interaction grows between the natural
material and the surrounding natural vegetation such as trees and flowers, mostly rose
bushes. Hence, the architecture of Jordan is built of both stones and roses together, in
an integral shape of both construction and landscape.

If the building takes its final and stationary shape in a few years, the elements of its
surrounding landscape have got their changing shape blended with growth and fruc-
tification. Consequently it is the shape that gives a building the means of life which is as
extensive as lime, and as changeable as seasons and days. It is the shape that brings
man closer to Allah, the life-Giver. Thus, a new characteristic of Muslims' architecture is
added.

Jordan has recently witnessed an architectural advancement which is as balanced
as the advancement of economic and social development, simultaneously witnessed
there. The architecture of Jordan is well-proportioned in both construction and plan-
ning, thus maintaining the environmental factors, and spreading over the valleys and
rocky surfaces, in continuous views and changing forms, without monotony or weari-
ness, without alteration or exaggeration. It is intermediate in both its outward appea-
rance and its intrinsic significance. And such is another distinguishing mark to be
added to characteristics of Muslims' architecture. The creative ability of the Jordanian
architect has stretched to the natural building material to build ot it difterent kinds of
touches and various kinds of formations, thus adding another architectural dimension
to contemporary architecture of Jordan.
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