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Synopsis:

This issue deals with three of the
main temples of the Ptolemaic-
Roman Period in Upper Egypt:
Temple of kom ombo, Temple of
Edfu, and Temple of Esna.

* Kom ombo and its temple:

Kem ombo lies at a distance of
about 850 km to the south of
Cairo, and 50 km to the north of
Asswan city. It is distinguished by
its temple, built at a distance of 2
km southwestward. Kom ombo
did not become an important
city until the Ptolemaic period.
The world-wide renown of the city
is due to the fact that it is the seat
of the double temple of both the
gods Horus and Sobk.

Construction of the temple took about
four hundred years, during the Pltolemaic
period, and its architectural elements
were completed in the Greco-Roman
period. Such a long stretch of time cons-
truct of the temple had had stopped
several times as a result of the revolutions
that broke out in Upper Egypt against
such occupying and ruling foreigner.

The Pharaohs of the New kingdom had
built a temple for the god Sobk on its pre-
sent site, where we know that Amenhoteb |
and Tohatmus Il had made restorations to
the temple. It is known, too, that Ramessis
Il had added annexes to the temple, But
the place began to be booming during
the Ptolemaic period, in the reign of Pto-
lemus VI, while the decorations of the
temple were completed during the
Roman. period. We see in the temple, too,
the same qualities of other Egyptian Pto-
lemaic termple as to design, architecture,
and ornamentations, but this temple had
had a special characteristic as a result of

Mr Mahmoud el-Hadldy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Amal el-‘imary

Dr 'Allya Sheriff

Mr. Atef Ghonem.

Dr Ahmad Kadry

local worship in this areq, since people
fhere worshipped two local gods Sobk
and Horus. Consequently, the temple was
divided info two sections, each oi which
was dedicated to worship of one god.

* Temple of Edfu:

Edfu city lies half-way between Luxur
and Asswan. Its main temple was dedi-
cated to worship of the god Horus. It was
constructed, during the Ptolemaic period,
by different kings in the course fo ninety
years. This temple is considered the most
completely preserved of the Ptolemaic
temples, nay all the temples of Egypt. The
temple was not constructed all at one
time, rather, it was built and arnamented
by generations. Never the less its parts
constitute a balanced architectural unit.
It was surrounded by a huge wall of mud-
bricks, some parts of which still exist.

The temple is formed by an imposing
sfructure leading fo a spacious open
courtyard, and at its back there existed
the main temple surrounded with a great
stone wall. It consisis of a parlor for pro-
minent personalities, then a hall of
columns, then oblation halls, then a
parlor for the holy of holies. All such parts
are situated along one and the same axis.
The interior parts of the temple are edged
with small rooms and two staircases. The
temple has had a number of doors con-
necting its halls, so as to allow the clergy
moving from one hall to another without
the necessity of approaching the holy of
the holies.

Developing and restoration:

The first phase of developing and resto-
ring the temple of Edfu has been finished.
Priority in this phase was given to com-
prehensive lumination of the temple in
addition fo lighting it aesthefically at
night, because the temple was pitch-dark
most of the day, especially in the interior
halls, and holy of the holies.

Dr Wafa®’ Assiddieq
Dr Shawgql Nakhilah
engr. Jozef Zakl
Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat

engr. Nabll Abdessamle*
Mr 'Abdullah Al-‘Atar

s N ——— e e

The eroded floor tiles of the open
courtyard have been replaced too, after
the stone blocks, found in the floor, had
been liffed and removed. Two first-class
lavatories have, also, been built within the
framework of the plan of the Organization
to develop the area and supply it with the
necessary facilities.

* Temple of Esna:

Esna, in the ancient Egyptian
times, was named lonite or
Tasent. And in the Greek time it
carried the name Latopolis,
which meant the town of fish,
where fish was sanctified and
buried in a special cemetery,
lying west of the town. The Temple
of Esna, which was dedicated to
worship of the ram god Khnum
and some other gods that were
characterised by their mysterious
power, lies in the centre of the
Town at a distance of 200 m from
the Nile. In view of the heaps of
rubble accumulated in the
course of historical epochs, the
Temple was found lying at a
depth of 9m from the ground sur-
face of the existing town. The
walls of the Temple are deco-
rated with religious inscriptions.

It was utilized during the Coptic
ages, which resulted in accumu-
lating layers of soot that covered
inscriptions and decorations, in
addition to increase in moisture,
That is why it was necessary fo
undergo a comprehensive pro-
cess of restorations, cleaning,
and lighting.

e e e ————— e o e
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NEWS:

MAW’EL

* Mr. Muhammad Mahmoud Adu Zeid,
Egyptian minister plenipotentiary in
Bahrain, gave a dinner in honour of the
parcticipants in the conference of
Islamic urbanization which was held in
Bahrain 12-15 May, 1985. The dinner was
attended by Dr Abdebaki Ibrahim, Chief
of the cenire, ambassadors of Iraq and
Oman, in addition to some senior sta-
tesmen.

* The Centre has sent a list of the
reference books published woridwide
on Islamic architecture to Dr Nesser
El-Din El — Assad, president of the Royal
Academy for Islamic Civilization
Research (Al Albait Foundation), as a
contribution. on the part of the Centre to
compiling the catalogue of Islamic
architecture which is o be worked out
by the Foundation so as to be a scien-
tfific basis for architectural data and
information in the Islamic world. Dr
Abdelbaki Ibrahim has participated in
the fourth congress of the Academy
which converied in Amman 59 May
1985.

* Princess Wijdan of Jordan has
invited both Dr Ahmad Qadry, chief of
Egyptian Antiquities Organization, and
Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim, president of the
Centre, to visit the National Museum of
Aris she patronizes in Amman aided by
conribuitions from Arab arlists to enrich
the Museum.

* The Centre has finished drawing up
the architectural and planning execu-
tive designs of Annawras tourist fown
overlooking lake Timsah at Ismailia — It
is one of the Egyptian large projects. The
planning concept of the project Is
based on the family get-togethers In
villas and chalets, while the architec-
tural concept is based on the bocal
oriental character linked with the cul-
tural tradition of the locality.
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rements of structural engineering
adequacy.

The qualities of continuity and
collaboration particulary pose a
challenge for architects in Egypt.
Architectural experience of the
new seftlements since 1977
reveals the development process
to be far more interdisciplinary in

“content than the present archi-
tectural education provides.
Architects have a role in the
development of Egypt, certainly
in building, but in broader ways
than now provided for in Egyp-
tian universities. | refer particu-
larly to a need for providing
education for urban and
regional planning and some
architecture related specializa-
tions which are needed to
advance the building and deve-
lopment of new communities as
well as to make existing commu-
nities more liveable.

Egyptian Architects are not
trained in economics, political
science, sociology and other
disciplines which are part of the
training of urban and regional
planners in North America or
Town Planners in England and
Europe. This multi-disciplined
background provides the
understanding for the integration
of the many fields of expertise
required by the integration of the
environmental, cultural, eco-
nomic and political factors that
comprise a living community, the
networking of opportunity and
social relationship that | implied
earlier as an objective for
national development. What is
an integrative professional, one
who can collaborate with the
other experts required to develop
liveable settlements within the
context of our national deve-

lopment ambitions.

In addition, | see the need for
specialized expertise which
draws from the architectural tra-
dition as well: the building tech-
nologist and the construction
manager. There is not now much
training for these fields in Egypt
and, like the urban and regional
planner, our new settlements and!
national development tasks’
ahead call for many individuals’
of these kinds. | see also the need
in Egypt for what the British call an
estate manager, someone to
monitor the progress of larger
works and financial matters. All of
these specialties, as well as the
architect, should be exposed to
courses in historic preservation
and building reuse.

Since these diciplines are inter-related
and have training requirements in
common through a relationship with
architecture, their placement together in
the university, in a college of architectur,
seems appropriate to me. Architectural
education, in turn, | believe, would be
improved by architects taking courses in
these separate fields and in the daily
discourses of these students together with
a view to the building tasks ahead, |
believe we in Egypt should have at least
one university in which there is located
under one higher administration, a

— Department of Architecture

— Depariment of Building Technology

— Department of Construction Mange-
ment

— Department of Uban and Regional
Planning

— Multi-department Program for Historic
Preservation

These could be divided into two groups
of degree programs: architecture as the
first degree and the remainder as the
second or graduate degree. The plan-
ning degree would focus particularly on
the socio-economics of development.
These groups together, nonetheless,
would provide a collaborative expertise
for the new settlements and development
of Egypt with a view to continuity with
change.

I ALAM ALBENA s

Synopsis:

Subject of the Issue:

«Modern Technology, Methods of Cons-
truction, Building Materials... and the
Islamic Values in Urbanization», written by
Dr. Shadi S. el-Ghadban and Dr.
Mohamed Abbas.

Technical Articles:

— «Contempérary Architectural Thought
and the Islamic Community», writtén by
His Excellency arch. Abdelgader Koshak.
Part 2-

— From the Researches of the First Confe-
rence for Egypian Architects:

— «The Architect and the Professional
Practice in the Present and Past», written
by Dr. Mochamed Kamel.

— «The Codes of Ethics of the Architectural
Profession», written by Dr. Abdel Halime
el-Rimali.

— Formation of the Egyptian Architect
both Professionally and Educationally,
written by Dr. Yehya Abdalloh.

Projects of the Issue:

— Preservation of a Historical Palace in
Mecca Moukaramah: arch. Dr. Adel Yas-
sine. The objective of the project was the
rehabilitation of the palace which is
composed of 3 houses.

— ElI Nabi Saleh Hotel, at Saint Katrine in
Egypt: arch. Dr. Abou Zeid Rajeh and
Arch. Hassan Anwar.

— Hospitals and Medical Centres in the
Arab Gulf: Arch. Llewelyn Davies Weeks.
— Hamad General Hospital, Doha, Qatar.
— Halmaniya Medical Centre, Bahrain.
— Hamed New City — Bahrain: a brief
review of the work done by the Ministry of
Housing in the planning, design and
implementation of the City.
Architectural Awards:

His Majesty King Fahed Bin Abdul Aziz of
Saudi Arabia has instituted International
Awards for students engaged in the
Design and Research in Islamic Architec-
ture. The Competition will be beld every 3
years starting with the year 1985-1986.
Personality of the Issue: ,

Arch. Ashraf Alowbe President of the
Engineering Consultants Group-Cairo.
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The Architect In Society: Some Recommendations for a Future Profes-
sional Orientation in Egypt and Their Meaning for Egyptian Architec-

tural Education

By Arch. Hassan M. Hassan
Honorary President,
Egyptian Society of Architects

For the XVth Congress, International Union of Architects Cairo, 19-24 January 1985

In 1977 for the thirteenth World
Congress, | presented a paper on
the then national intention to
develop the remote regions of
Egypt and to create a series of
new communities to house an
increasing Egyptian population.
Much of the planned activities of
1977 are now well underway.
There are the new cities of Tenth
of Ramadan, New Amriyah, and
Sadat, and development activity
in Sinai, New Valley and other
remote and desert regions of
Egypt. In development terms,
Egypt has made considerable
progress since 1977. The expe-
rience provides me a basis to
reflect on and to address the
theme of this Congress: The Pre-

sent and Furture Missions of the™

Architect. Although | will make
specific recommendations to my
Egyptian colleagues about mat-
ters of architectural education,
the Egyptian experience since
1977 suggests to me universal
qualities to be developed for the
present and future missions of the
architect. These qualities are col-
laboration and continiuty.

My first reaction to the Congress
theme was to respond: «the
architects mission is to design
and build buildings.» Perhaps
when you think about it, this
reaction is hardly surprising.
Architects are trained to design
from scratch, to tear down, if
necessary, and to rebuild. Stu-
dents are not taught to rehabili-
tate and it is only now in Egypt
that there has begun to be an
appreciation of our architectural

heritage. Architecture students
rarely meet the ultimate users of
buildings. Consequently a large
number of architects, not just in
Egypt, design for the approval
alone of their fellow architects,
not for the occupants of the buil-
ding. The feelings and wishes of
the mass of ordinary people in
this country, and other countries,
are most often ignored. True
ordinary people are not often
architecturally literate or able to
articulate their experiences and
needs from architecture, but
there is, | believe, an expressed
need for continuity with change.

Buildings and cities have a life
process of their own and become
in time something different from
what the architect and his ori-
ginal client intended as first
designers. People make buil-
dings accomodate and adjust to
them just as they in turn adjust to
the spaces and workings of the
building. Both duildings and
inhabitants must adjust to
changes in technology and in
building uses. Old buildings lend
continuity to our lives in these
adjustments and expressions.
They can be made to fulfil both
our needs for continuity and for
change. The medieval portions of
Cairo and those areas marked
by other eras can be revived in a
collaboration between desi-
gners, users and changing use
requirements. To build in the exis-
ting city is to collaborate with
those of the past and the present.

Similiarly our new cities should

be designed to incorporate a
flexibitity for the future and for
change as a living process. Here,
however, direct collaboration is
more extended. The new cities of
Egypt are linked to our national
problem, one of growing popu-
lation and limited arable land,
and to our national development
ambitions. Planners, economists
and other specialists as well as
architects are involved in direc-
ting building and nation building
at least twenty years in advance,
where we by circumstance have
been limited by a narrow valley
for agriculture and have chosen
to thrust our efforts for develop-
ment growth into the deserts,
other nations, developing and
developed, are similiarly
attempting building in a broader
sense and enterprose to
enhance the collective destines
of their inhabitants and to make
their bvilt environments liveable.
This is a defferent process than an
envolving change linked to the
continuity of the past. It is a deli-
berate creation of new forms and
traditions requiring collaboration
as never before, if this enterprise
is to be successful and accomo-
date the variety of persons and
activities of the future. The mission
of the architect, whether linked in
collaboration with the past or of
the present with the future, pre-
sents a special challenge. Not
only must design be collabora-
tive, flexible for change and
socially useful but something that
is visually beautiful and well.
Otherwise, there is little distinction
for architecture from the requi-



‘ALAM AL BENA’

A Monthly on Architecture

Published by

s Centre for Planning and
Archltectural Studles, CPAS
Prints and Publication Sec.

57 st Issue MAY

* Editor-in-Chiet
Dr. Abdelbaki llorahirm
» Assistant Editor-in-Chief
Dr. Hazem llorahirm
* Editing Manager
Arch. Nora El Shinnawy
* Editing Staff
Arch. Hoda Fawzy
Arch. Hanaa Nglohon
Arch. Manal Zakaric

» Editing Advisors

m Dr.  ‘Abdullah Yehya Bukhari
B Arch.Abu Zaid Rojeh
® Dr.  Ahmed Forid Moustata
u Dr.  Ahmed Kamol Abdel Fattoh
B Dr.  Ahmed Moss'oud
B Dr. Ass'od Nadiem
E Dr.  Bodri Omar Elias
. ® Dr. C‘Ali Hossan Bassyouni
u Dr.  Soloh Zoki Sa‘eed
® Dr.  Taher El Sodiq
® Mr. Mohammad El Bohi
® Dr.  Mohammad Hilmy Elkholy
& Arch.Mohammad Salah Hegab
| Dr.  Mchammad ‘Azmy Moussa
m Arch.Moustafa Shawaqi
m Dr.  Isma'il Siraguddin
® Dr.  Intissar 'Azzouz

* Prices and Subscription:

one copy  Annual
s Egypt PT. 75 L.LE. 8.5
= Sudan PT. 75 L.E. 2.00
» Jordan JD.1 U.§8§ 42
* Irag LD 4 us.8 42
* Kuwait K.D. 1 Uss 42
* 5. Arabia SR 12 Us.s 42
« U A Emirates ED 15 Uss 42
« Qatar QR12 U.s.s 42
s Bahrein B.D 4 Us.5 42
® Syric SL15 U.s.§ 42
e | abanon LL 15 ).5.§ 42
« Morocco UsSs$35 U.S.§ 42
* Furope Usss U.5.5 40
* Americas U.ss 6 U.5.§ 72

E. 1.5 for dispat-

N.B. The rafes increase by LE 1.
L.E 3.5 for registered

ching by ordinary mail &
mail (inside Egyph.

Correspondence:

» Cairo-Egypt (A.R.E.)
14 El Sobky Street, M. El Bakry, Heliopolis.
Tel: 670744-670271-670843

Telex: 93243 CPAS. UN.

[
o
e
[ =)

Ed

fesi

EEsi i

I

Architectural Heritage and
Industrialized Buildings

Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Some people reject the idea of reviving Islamic architectural values in contemporary
Architecture. The excuse is that the world is pursuing scientific advancement in all
aspects without any attermnpt to look at the past and make use of previous experience.
This is considered, by those intertested in reviving Islomic values in contemporary
architecture, as a cultural backwardness. However, civilization should be viewed as a
continuous process where the past is linked to the present and future. Those who view
architecture as just a physical structure performing a certain function, with emphasis
being laid on the speed of construction are contributing only fo the deterioration of
civilization.

One of these trends has been the importance given to industrialized buildings as o
solution for solving problems in this field. The machine has therefore, taken over the
planning of land and architecture with certain defined dimensions and systems of work
being imposed on building and construction operations, where architecture is now
subject to industrial requirements and not emerging from design values.

This trend in construction systems has been worrying European societies with the fear
that European cities would be transferred to dormitories and its societies into beehives,
thus loosing their humanitarian spirit which resulls, in turn, in an increase in social
diseases and unrest. Thinkers have therefore started fo examine the effects of industria-
lized systems of consiruction on the cultural environment of cities with emphasis, in new
urban projects, given to human aspecis in design and planning.

There has been evidence from trails that took place in advanced countries that
industrialized systems of construction could be adapted to reflect architectual values
by incresing variety and flexibility in design of units,

However, the adoption of industrialized systems of construction by developing coun-
tries is another example of adopling systemns applied in these countries with all their
advantages and disadvantages. Yet, the question which still remains is should develo-
ping countries go through the same experience of developed countries?

The building industry is connected to economic as well as envirenmental, social and
cultural aspects. It is considered to be part of the civilizational structure of countries
which lasts for long periods. This necessitates the modification of industrialized buil-
dings to suit the climatic and social conditions of Arab societies, and their indigeonous
values in deslgn and planning,

The scope of design is unlimited as it includes residential buildings suiting various
environments as well as educational, administrative and other public utilities buildings.

Modification in design, therefore, requires an understanding of the various aspects of
architectural components of the various buildings in its various envirenments whether
from its functional or structural peint of view, and their presentation in a technical form,
which suits industrialization requirements whether in the factory or at site. In this respect
the function and form of structure could be related to Istamic architectural values in
various areas of the Islamic world. Here lies the challenge of linking the architectural
heritage with technological advancement, with extensive ground for research, design
and innovation.

It is worth mentioning that foreign architects have realized what is faking place in
developing countries in ferms of architectural disasters, where they have started to
emphasize the Islamic heritage as their approach in dealing with buildings in the Arab
countries. In that respect they have established research centres which attempt at
laying the basis for the architectural design of industrialized buildings adopting Islamic

| features in design and planning.

The linking of industrialized construction systems to the architectural heritage has
started. What remains is the application of these resulfs in new communities. Even more
important is the initiation of similar experience locally so that the achievement would
be emerging from the social and physical environment of urban projects. We therefore

| should not wait for aid or assistance from abroad, but from within ourselves in order to

ensure the civilizational continuity of Isiamic architecture. 3



I
i
(|
)
!

"
)

LJ
N
)

4 e ——
&: . 4*.* ?
e _h ol bl
A - o h..h.‘d_.:r_
I
-
f..l
VN

|
]

3

J & L

< —_ »
(e

@&

S

wﬂl < Jl s 6 lensd g d ﬁJjj'l gL cp\b



gLl il il Ad gl Al A0, S

ooty Sl gl A Ball S (o]

_'J' M
HH’_ 0)'0'

TATANT / 1/ =
v o/ ISREI/UNU—‘U—




