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Synopsis:

In this issue there is a treatment
of Saggara monuments. The area
of Saqgqgara is a part of the official
cemetery of Memphis, which was
the first capital of Egypt, and
which continued in the course of
Egyptian history to hold a high
rank among Egyptian cities; after
the capital was carried away
from it.

Saqgqara area lies at a distance
of about 20 km to the south of
Cairo. It is rich in both the exca-
vated and the still-unexcauatec
monuments, some of which date
back to different periods of the
history of the ancient Egyptian
(3100 - 2780 B.C.) It contains many
pyramids and tombs dating back
to the age of the ancient
kingdom. Among the most
important and famous monu-
ments of the area is the stepped
pyramid, known as the pyramid
of Zoassar, named after the first of
the kings, of the third dynasty. It
constitutes the first experience of
man to use stones instead of
unburnt bricks in building.
Moreover, it is marked by its
stepped shape in addition to the
unique architecture characteri-
zing its annexed buildings.

Among the excavated monu-
ments dating back to the fifth and
sixth dynasties, there were the
pyramids of Unas, Titi, pipi |, pipill.
In addition to the pyramids of the
kings, there were excavated

several tombs of individuals and
princes, spreading around those
pyramids. The walls of the tombs
were ornamented with coloured
scenes representing pictorially
the daily life, and with religious
transcriptions.

There are, too, in Sagqara area
a whole cemetery dating back to
the Modern kingdom. One of its
important tombs is that of Hor —
Mohib which he built when he
was a commander of the army.

The tomb of Zoassar took the
form of a large stepped pyramid,
in the vicintity of which there was
built a large funeral temple. Both
the Pyramid and the temple were
surrounded by an-outer wall. It
was designed and constructed
by the eminent architect
Emhoteb in his capacity as the
chief architect of the state. He
took the initiative in originating
the unique architecture he
creaed in the large funeral
complex of Zoassar. Emhoteb, by
such huge achievement of art,
moved from the age of building
in adobes (unburnt bricks) to the
age of stone-building with deco-
rations and distinguished geo-
metrical shapes. Since that time
the Egyptian state began a
policy of architectural expansion
which has been a reason of the
greatness of the Egyptian nation,
represented in many of the Egyp-
tian antiquities.

o )\35]\,01\-‘: A e L L R e SN D S SRR T R AR T

Due to the importance of the
monuments on Saqgara areq,
the Egyptian Antiquities Organi-
zation has undertaken a careful
and comprehensive plan of res-
torations. Restorers used limes-
tone material which is the same
as the material use in building
those monuments. In addition to
restorations done to the walls and
completion of the columns, work
is stil underway beginning with
cleaning and defining the main
elements to be restored in the first
phase fo the height of 1.5m. Res-
forations, too include replace-
ment of the fallen stones at the
facades of some tombs, doing
fine restorations to the drawings,
engravings, and inscriptions, with
emphasis on re-exposing their
original radiant colours.
Moreover, all the roads leading
to the monuments and their sur-
rounding area are being beauti-
fied. The access of the area was
levelled and provided with car-
parks. There will be established a
cultural centre and some other
tourist facilities, so that the area
might have room for the entire
tourist movement. The electrical
network was changed, and seats
were put for the visitors. The area
was supplied with two prefabri-
cated lavatories, in addition to
two power generators each with
the capacity of 100 K.V. to be
operated in case of power shut-
down, during visits to the tombs,
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Al MAW ' EL NEWS

« The Cenire assumed the responsibliity
of the technical secretariat for the Firsi
Conference of Egyptian Archifects
which convened In Cailro from 20-22
April, 1985. There participated in this
secretariat arch. Eman Barakat, arch.
Hala Omar, and arch. Mohammad
Abdelbakl Ibrahim, In collaboration
with arch. Nora El-Shinnawl, arch. Hoda
Fawzl, and arch. Kemelia Alhout. Presi-
dent of the Centre infroduced members
of the secretariat to the conference iniis
closing session, where they were
greeted and congratuiated on their
success In such a large undertaking.

« Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim, president of the
Centre, Is to chair a session of the Con-
ference of isiamic Urban Development
due fo be held in Bahrain from 42-4%
May, 1985, upon the Invitation of Bah
rainl Assoclation of Engineers.

* The Centre is currently busy with
complling a esollection of books com-
prising the achlevements of
Al-Sharafiyah Sub-Municipality o1
Jeddah, the papers read at the seminar
of islamic City heid In Ankara In Aug.
41984, and the papers delivered at the
symposiun of Jeddah municipality Ir
Ocil. 1984. The Centre has, thus, goi
formative agents of the architectural
publishing house, which the First confe-
rence of Egyptian Architects ha:
recently recommended fo be esta
blished.

* Both of Dr Abdelbakl Ibrahim, presk
dent of the Cenire, and Dr Hazem
Ibrahim, fechnical affairs manager,
have delivered two papers at the 1st
Conference of Egyptian Architects: one
about the executive regulation of
architectural activity after the close of
the conference, and the other on flelds
of compliation, transiation, and publi-
cation.

* President of the Centre Is to particl-
pate In the sclentific sessions convened
by Aalulbait Foundation In Jordan
(Amman) in order fo complle a dictio-
nary of architectural terminclogy
according fo a working paper filed by
Ustaz Ibrahim Shabbouh, president of
Islamic Archaeological Centre In
Tunisia.
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There must be reasonable freedom from
the hazards of motor traffic, and a com-
plementary network of roads and urban
corridors. The design of the road network
would ensure that the fraffic character
and volume are related somehow to the
nature of the environment. It is a simple
concept, but without it the whole subject
of urban traffic remains confused,vague,
and without comprehensive objectives
Once it Is adopted then everything begins
to clarify.

Relationship between the environment
and the networks:

The environmental areas would be tied
together by the interlacing network of dis-
tributory roads onto which all longer
movements would be canalised without
choice. So the above-mentioned rela-
tienship would therefore be essentially a
SERVICE relationship, I.e., the function of
tne network would be to serve the envi-
ronmental areas and not vice versa. As
a result, traffic and roads are not ends in
themselves. They are only services, and
the end Is the environment in terms of its
standards and quality.

In the same way, it would not be satis-
factory to redevelop the town centre of
Cairo, for example, with large office
blocks, even If we erected huge car
parks, because the network will not deal
adequately with the resulting traffic.

The main point is that the concept of a
network and areas puts road capacity,
and the capacity of buildings to generate
traffic, into an understandable rela-
tionship on a calculable basis.

THE ROAD HIERARCHY :

Most of our towns have developed with
a strongly marked radial road system
“spider's web" plan (Fig. é). The town
centre often lies at the centre of the web.
The central position of business usually is
the main fraffic generators in the town,
and the presence of through traffic which
has no alternative route, have combined
to produce heavy ftraffic flows on the
radiats. The obvious "solution” is to divert
the traffic round the centre which is the
basis of the "ring roads".

The basic spider’s web plan with its
strongly Marked radial roads

Unfortunately ‘the more intense the
activities are, the more intense the deve-
lopment is and the more difficult it
becomes to Insert a proper distributory
system. As a result we need a hierarchy of
distributors. This distributors network will
canalise the longer movements from
locality to locality. This means that they
cannot also be used for giving direct
access to buildings, nor even to minor
roads serving the buildings to avoid any
disturbance. Broadly speaking, there are
only two kinds of roads - DISRIBUTORS
designed for movement, and ACCESS
roads to serve the bulldins (Fig. 7). The
number of stages required in a distribu-
tory hierarchy will depend upon the size,
arrangement of the town, and the amount
of motor traffic that have to be accom-
modated.

CONCLUSION

a) The study is directed to the actual pro-
blems arising from the use of the motor
vehicles in urban areas.

b) The approach adopted in this study,
cenfred on an attempt to distinguish the
basic values, produces an inwards —
outwards progression.

c) Traffic Is seen as part of the compre-
hensive problem of fown planning and
not as keeping vehicles on the move. The
latter tends to distort the basic objectives
of town planning.

d) The land uses and road hierarchy seem
to have a powerful effect on traffic flow.
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* Subject of the issue:

It deals with the First Conference
of Egyptian Architects held in
Cairo from 20-22 Apr. 1985. The
conferefice, which was dedi-
cated to discussions on reorga-
nization of the architectural pro-
fession, had been sponsored by
the Society for Revival of Planning
and Architectural Heritage, at the
Centre of Planning and Architec-
tural Studies.

e Personality of the issue:-The
magazine presents in this issue
seventeen of the first generation
architects who had had great
contributions to Egyptian archi-
tecture,
honoured by the First Conference
of Egyptian Architects which has
been recently held in April 1985
e Technical Articles:-

— Development of Architectural
Education in Egypt, written by
Dr. Salah el - Dine Zaki.

— International Systems of Practi-
sing the Architectural Profession,
written by arch. Hussein Tawfik.
— Architecture: Functional logic
or Spontaneous Emotions, Written
by Dr. Shafak el-Wakil and

Dr. Mohammed Serag.

— "Applications of Computer in
Architectural Design”, written by
Dr. Shaban Taha-Part 2.

— "“Contemporary Architectural
Thought and the Islamic Com-
munity” Written by His Excellency
arch. Abdelgader Koshak. Part 1.
* Projects of the issue:-

— Wadi - Souf Preparatory School
in Algeria, architects: Hany and
Abdelrahman el-Miniawy (1979).
— Restoration and Renovation of
a Historical Palace in Mecca el
Mokarrama. arch Dr. Adel Yas-
sine. -

— A Private House in Jeddah.
arch. Mohammed el-Adly in
coopertion with Arciplan Firm in
Saudi Arabia.

— Administrative Building in
Dubai,-arch, Mohamed Kamel.

and have been |



AN APPROACH TO URBAN TRAFFIC IN TERMS OF
ACCESSIBILITY, BUILDING FUNCTION AND
ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS

THE NATURE OF THE PRO-
BLEM:

The Inherited road system and
its conflicts:

No one can deny the fact that
the inherited rural, inter-town and
town road system is unsatisfactory
for motor traffic (Fig. 4). The sup-
port for this objection could be
summarised as follows:

1— The street lay-out is not sui-
table for the movement of the
motor vehicles because of the
intersections at very frequent
intervals, i.e., potential obstruc-
tion to the traffic flow.

2— Streets are too narrow tor the
size and number of vehicles
moving and parking.

3— The street pattern and width
do not allow the use of different
means of transportation such as
bicycle, motorcycle, bus ..... etc.
4— The direct access from the
street onto the buildings obstruct
the street flow.

As a result the driver will not be
able to move from one part to
another, or beyond in safety and
with reasonable speed.

(8) Pedestrian movements:

The quality of the environment is ofien
measured by the amount of freedom from
the adverse eifect of traffic, noise, fumes
and visual Iintrusion. Closely associated
with the quality of the environment Is
freedom of pedestrian movement. In fact
the simple act of walking plays an indis-

pensable part In transport sysem of any
fown.

Dr. MAGDY A. NOUR
asst. Professor
Helwan University-Cairo

Pedestrian movement should be ena-
bled to take place in reasonable comfort,
and safety Walking s alsa. an integral
part of many other matters, such as loo-
king in shop windows, admiring the
scene, or talking to people.

AN APPROACH TO A WORKING
THEORY
(A) LAND USES:

The design problem Is essentially a
matter of rationalising the arrangement of
builldings and access ways. At the
extreme this can be seen to encompass
the strategic arrangement of activities to
get them Iinto better relationships. An
apparent example is the centre of Cairo,
where all the activities which are not
important to the city centre should be
removed from the overcrowded centre. |
mean that all car services, filling stations,
all governmental offices .... etc., have
nothing to do with the centre.

All this should form an important aspect
of town planning policy. After that we
need some basic principles for securing
good accessidllity and environment.

(B) CIRCULATTON PROBLEMS:
In tact the traffic problems are not diffe-
rent, in their assentials, from the circula-

Fig (4)

Town road pattern
N

W.S.RT. CAIRO REGION
PART TWO

tion problem, that arises every day in the
design of buildings. So the basic principle
seems to be the simple one of circulation
and lllustrated by the familiar case of
corridors and rooms, which resemble
buildings and streets in our study.

A good example is a large hospital (Fig
§). It has a complex traffic problem which
could be summarised as follows:

1— A great deal of movement arrives at
reception, are moved to wards, then
perhaps to operating theatres and back
to wards.

2— Doctors and nurses do their rounds.
3— Food, medicines and appliances of
many kinds have to be distributed.

A good deal of this includes wheeled-
traffic.

The principal thing here is the creation
of areas of environment, (wards, opero-
ting theatres, consulting rooms, laborato-
ries, kitchens,.... etc) which are served by
a corridor system for the primary distribu-
tion of traffic.

The one thing that is never allowed to
happen Is for an environmental area to
be open to through traffic. Food frolleys
being trundled through the operating
theatre would indicate a fundamental
error in circulation plonnlng.[al

In fact the above principle is directly
related to the design of motor traffic in
both new and existing towns.

Fig (5)
A" typlcal circulation dlagram
for a hospital
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. The First Conference of Egyptian Archi-

tects.... a Historic Event..

Br Abdelbaki Ibrahim
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During the period 20-22 April, 1985, the 1st Conference of Egyptian Architects has
convened, in which about four hundred Egyptian architects participated, and came
from all Egypt over, for the first time in the history of Egyptian architecture, so as to dis-
cuss together the present and the future of Egyptian architecture, after the conference
of the International Union of Architects (IUA), in Cairo January 1985, had failed in com-
municating its message to the Egyptian architect who entertained it on his land. The
First Conference of Egyptian Architects has demonstrated the power of the Egyptian
architect for spontaneous giving, without external guidance or financial support, as on
the other hand it has revealed his power for stirring the organizational forms, which are
professionally motionless, and driving them forward in quest of a better future for archi-
tecture and Egyptian architects. The Conference, in such an honourable manner, and
with such an international standard of giving as well as organization, is a mark in the
history of Egyptian architecture; since it separates the stage of stagnation which had
settled over the architectural movement in Egypt for thirty years, from the stage of pro-
fessional and scientific breakthrough, started by the various committees emanating
from the First Conference in order to deliver their studies to the second conference of
Egyptian architects in April 1986.

It would have been impossible to convene the First Conference in such an honou-
rable manner, had it not been for the prevailing cultural consciousness, because the
drive to convene and organize such conference has proceeded spontaneously from a
general perception with Egyptian architects of the decline that has befallen building
and Egyptian architecture during the past thirty years. Thus the call to convene such
conference was a cultural expression of bitterness and agony simmering among Egyp-
tian architects at the dissolution and destruction that happened to Egyptian architec-
tural legacy, at the decline and backwardness which befell the existing fortune of
buildings, and at the stumbling and obscurity of the existing professional and scientific
organization. In such a dark a‘mosphere, a group of Egyptian architects has con-
cerned themselves with such recovery of consciousness, and called for coming toge-
ther in such a conference as to be a good beginning of annual conferences to come.
Architects from everywhere in Egypt followed through with subscriptions and coniribu-
tions, and the steering group laid out the plan of the conference as well as its papers
and prints. And then the exsiting professional and scientific organization were invited to
join in such blessed architectural march, and they obeyed the invitation after they had
been sure that all people were rather competing for giving than for positions, and that
their high objective was to further the civilizational standard of architecture and archi-
tects in Egypt. So, the movement of Egyptian architects began spontaneously, and it did
not take long before it took on its formal shape.

The Conference sessions began with discussions dealing with the humiliating condi-
tion to which the state of architecture and building in Egypt had descended, and see-
king the ways out of such cultural depression. So the Conference examined the existing
professional, scientific, and educational systems all over the world, as well as the pro-
fessional and scientific variables and developments going on around us on the Arab
region, for the purpose of sending out a ray of hope in front of the young Egyptian
architects who attended the Conference and expressed their despair of what is going
on in the field of Egyptian architecture. They, too, voiced the feeling of loss they suffer
from, both at the dark present and in the obscure future. Thus, discussions of the Confe-
rence continued with constructive and objective contribution by all participating
architects, young and old, as well as the students of architecture and their professors.
And hence the feeling of hope expressed by the young architects at the colse of the
Conference, which was considered the beginning of preparation for the second con-
ference of Egyptian architects due to be convened in Cairo, April 1986. Moreover, some
young architects have hurried to contribute hundreds of pounds in preparation for the

. coming conference. Thus, democracy of work, freedom of thought, and the good

example have turned inaction into action, just as it turned despair into hope, hope of a
better future for architecture and Egyptian architects. Such is the hope that crystallized
in the great response to the seven task forces established by the Conference in order to
carry out their assigned functions in the course of a year round, and to deliver the out-
come of their work to the second conference of Egyptian architects. 3
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