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* The marble floor of a Christian stail in

antiquities on the other.

* Rock Tombs at
Aswan: Aswan (Elephan-
tine) was the main city in
the first province of Upper
Egypt throughout the Pha-
raonic History. It was thus
chosen because of its
geographical secure loca-
tion, as the first cataract
southward was considered
a rocky barrier that pro-
tected it against attacks.
Archaeological - excava-
tions indicate that this
region had been inhabited
since the beginning of the
Age of Dynasties. There
has been discovered a
group of primitive statues
dating back to such
period, as well as some

archaeogical pieces
dating back to the age of
the Dynasty VI and the
Middle kingdom. Among
such antiquities there is
the chapel which was
dedicated to glorify
Heka-ib, an official of the
Middie Kingdom.

The cemetery lies on the
rocky hills on the west
bank of the Nile. The tombs
have some carvings on the
walls. The most ancient
tombs date back to
Dynasty VI. The stelae set
in the rough walls as the
only decoration of poorer
chapels appear to belong
to a later time during
Dynasties IX and X. The
tombs were cut into the

the Roman House at Marya

rocks, and some of them
are considered family
tombs. Among the most
important of them are
those belonging to Mikho,
Sabni, Harkhof, and Set-ka
of the Gld Kingdom, and
those belonging to
Sa-renput |, of the Middle
Kingdom.

The decoration of the
rock-cut tombs is interes-
ting as containing ele-
ments of a new style, with
an increasing use of paint.

Historically significant as
they are, the rock tombs at
Aswan were not consi-
dered among the tourist
attractions of the areaq,
due to its difficult acces-
sibility and its being
infested with hundreds of
bats and poisonous
insects, so much so that
their mere mention was
extremely frightful to the
tourists. Hence it was
necessary to look after
such area in order to
encourage tourists to visit
it. A lot of restorations have
been done to the tombs,
and the whole area has
been aesthetically lit at
night, which resulted in
disappearance of insects
and reptiles.
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Synopsis:

Synopsis:

In this issue we have got
to take up the following
subjects:

* Ancient town of
Marya: the ruins of the
town date back to the
Greco-Roman age, and lie
to the southwest of
Alexandria at a distance
of 45 Km. Among the most
important visible remains
of the town is the area
known to archaeologists
as‘‘The port’’ which was an
ancient Roman remar-
kable harbour, consisting
of three limestone-built
quays, and extending from
the southern edge of Lake
Mariot into the water (now
dry). Lengths of the quays
are comparable to those of
the existing harbours of
Egypt and other Mediter-
ranean ports,

The University of
Alexandria has discovered
in its excavations along-
side the Southeastern part
of those quays the remains
of a I2m-wide, stone-paved

Dr Ahmad Kadry

O o g

" One of the walldrawings restored by EAO, at Aswan tombs

Roman sireet. It has been
also found out along the
southern sidewalk that it
had been formerly roofed
so as to protect pedes-
trians from both the rain
water and the heat of the
sun. Behind the sidewalk
there were discovered the
vestiges of some unique
Roman stores, the planning
of which indicates that
they weré places for frade,
stay and living at the same
time. In addition to the
stores there are significant
remains of a winepress, a
Roman house, and a

Dr Wafa’® Assiddieq
Dr Shawgql Nakhiah
engr. Jozef Zakli

Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat

engr. Nabll Abdessamle’
Mr ‘Abdullah Al-‘Attar

Roman cemetery. Due to
the climatic conditions
and the agricultural and
urban development in the
region, preservation and
restoration of the remains
of the town is a compli-
cated question. Accor-
dingly, the Egyptian Anti-
quities Organization has
conducted comprehensive
studies in order to draw out
a working plan, and to find
out the most appropriate
solutions to cope with the
agricultural development
requirements on the one
hand, and to protect the

P e e T B e e

Mr Mahmoud el-Hadlidy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Amal el-‘imary

Dr *Allya Sherlff

Mr. Atef Ghonem.

Prof. Abdeibakl Ibrahim

Prof. Hazem Ibrahim

Prof. Ahmad Kamal Abdul Fatiah
arch. Nora Al-Shinnawy

arch. Hanaa Nabhan

arch. Huda Fawzy
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AL MAW’EL NEWS:

+ The Centre has recenty been visited
by a group of architecture students from
Stuttgart University in order to be
informed of its activities being under
way. They were given a lecture on the
Egyptian contemporary architectural
thought.

» Prof. Wanmer Bushberk of Yarmouk
University has visited the Centre in
March 1985, by means of Fulbright
foundation, in order that he may get
acquainted with the activity of the
Centre in researching and architectural
fields.

+« The General Authority for Urban
Planning (Minisiry of Reconstruction
-Cairo) has begun to print the planning
manuals (12 in number) compiled by the
Centre. They deal with all urban plan-
ning operations, including methods of
gathering and analysing data, methods
of preparing directive and general
plans for towns andvillages, methods of
drawing up detailed plans, methods of
working out land plotting plans, and
methods of upgrading the urban sur-
roundings in both town and viliage. The
Cenire, through its specialized experts,
had accomplished such manuals which
were examined by a ministerial com-
mittee that was joined in with all those
working in the field of urban planning,
whether professors, experts, specialists,
or officials in the local administrative
authorities.

Such manuals are considered a basis
for planning operations in the governo-
rafes, just as they are a groundwork for
curricula offered at institutes and col-
leges. Thus the planning thought comes
into a new phase connected with the
local reality. The manuals were so
worked out in a simplified detailed way
without interruption, that they are to be
easily discerned by those specialists
and non specialists working with the
state urban planning authorities.
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JOURNEY TO WORR:

One of the main features of urban
movement Is the Journey between
homes and work. Every morning and in
the reverse direction every evening,
great tidal flows of movement take
place between home and work. In big
towns like Cairo and Alex. the pattern of
travel to work Is very complicated. As
the clty grows, new dwellings have been
bullt round it. The occupants of these
new settlements are mainly dependent,
for employment, on the old established
work cenres.

In the near future the journey to work
in huge towns like Cairo will be intensi-
fied mainly because of:

a) The large increase in car ownership
(Chart 1).

b) The public transportation services
seem unable to cope with the increased
demands, so more people will be see-
king or forced to use their private cars.
c) The alarming rate of migration.

In fact, not only in Cairo but also In
most blg towns the journeys to and from
work already dominates the tratfic pic-
ture and produces the familiar «rush
hour ». Closely assoclated with thisis the
new phenomenon of the long duration
of the «rush hours.

MOVEMENT WITHIN CAIRO:

In fact the very high density of Cairo
centre, and very soon Alex., together
with the strange land use are the direct
factor which generates a great deal of
movements, L.e., movement within the
city centre and to the city from both
Upper Egypt and the Delta. Such traffic
has to filter through streets and locali-
tles with no concern or function what-
soever.

As a result, Calro governorate ima-
gined that the ring roads system will be
the logical answer to relieve the central
congestion of the city of Cairo.

©Of course no one can easlly deny the
Improvement which will take place after
the ring road. Meanwhile we have to
realise that the power of the city centre
as tratfic generators will not be solved
through the ring road system.

The mistake arises in presupposing
that the ring road will have a marked
effect on central congestion.

In fact, it is important to dis-
tinguish which object the ring
road is designed to achieve?,
Whether it is the interest of
through traffic or local conges-
tion.

Fig (1)
The inherited road system

Fig (2)
The bypass system

Fig (3)
The alternative to the bypassing
(Skeletal system)

* Subject of the issue:

Low-income housing between positi-
vism and negativism. It was written in
the light of the study and lllustrated tieid
research conducted by the 4th grade
students at Planning Dept. (Azhar
Faculty of Engineering) under the aus-
pices of Dr Hazem Ibrahim.

» Personality of the issue:

- The Iraqi architect Hisham Munir. His
life-story, with a stress on the distin-
guished characteristics and trends he
gave architecture both Inside and out-
side his home country, through his
various architecturual achlevements.

* Projects of the issue:

Five projects dealing with low-cost
housing in Tunisia, Mauritanla, Pakistan,
London, and Mexico. The Magazine, by
giving publicity to such projects, aims at
presentation of different approaches to
the housing problems in some develo-
ping countries of which their social,
economical, or climatic conditions are
like those of the Arab region; as well as
In some developed country for the
purpose of demonstrating the experi-
ment, and how it Is dealt with in each
country.

+ Articles of the issue:

- Problems of sewerage systems on
slum areas, and how to tackle them in
the light of thelr varlous urban cons-
traints, written by Dr. Hazim Ibrahim.

— Utilization of computer In the field of
architectural designing, written by Dr.
Shaban Taha.

— Archltecture... between Functional
logic and spontaneous sensitivity,
written by Dr. Shafak el-wakil and Dr.
Mohamed Serag.

— Background planning information of
trafflc control In calro, written by eng.
Rmadan Mahmoud.

— Unlawful or random bulit-up areas... a
reclifiable and utilizable phenomenon.
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AN APPROACH TO URBAN TRAFFIC

IN TERMS OF ACCESSIBILITY,

BUILDING FUNCTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS

W.S.R.T. CAIRO REGION

INTRODUCTION:

There Is some measure of agreement
about the broad nature of the urban
traffic problem. Jams, frustrations,
parking difficulties, confusion, nolse,
and accidents, but it is a subject which
lends itself to contradictory opinions.

This paper is directed te the actual
problems arising from the use of motor
vehicles in urban areas in order to see
whether we could evolve some working
principles for dealing with the problem.
The Importance of urban areas or fowns
lies in the fact that millions of people are
living there. So, the influence of the
physical surrounding upon people’s
lives is great.

THE STUDY:

In fact, the term «Traffic» has to be
studied in a very comprehensive way. It
includes the presence of vehicles both
moving and at rest. Within this brief
definition, we can realise the nature of
tratfic. Unfortunately a great deal of
thought has been given to the enginee-
ring aspects of traffic flow, fo the mea-
surement of traffic volumes, and fo the
design of roads and interactions to give
the efficient movement of vehicles.
Another part of the problem has been
given to policemen. In fact both parties
are not qualifled for a problem of such
‘nature, l.e., comprehensive and com-
plex task.

The obvlous question is that: “WHY THE
VEHICLES SHOULD BE MOVING?».... l.e,,
the cause of movement. The abllity to
look at the matter in a wider way has
rested In theory between the following
main peints: (a) Town planning. (b) Road
planning activities. (c) The street Archi-
tecture.

TRAFFIC IS A FUNCTON OF
ACTIVITIES:
Vehicles move only because people

want to move In connection with their
activities. Trafflc Is therefore o FUNC-

L"
y
=

-
F .

Rl Wi

TION OF ACTIVITIES. This explains why
there Is so much trafflc in towns,
because of the concentration of Activl-
ties. Traffic flows beiween towns, and
between town and countryside,
because of the complementary activi-
ties generating cross-movements or
through traffic. As for vehicle activities it
could be divided into: (a) Essential
functions, e.g., transport of raw mate-
rials, passengers in bulk, fire engines,
ambulances.... ete.

(b) Optional use of cars for private con-
venience.

In this respect, it is enough to say that
the essential traffic is calculable while
the other Is not.

THE PROBLEM OF
TRAFFIC»:

The nature of «through traffic» in towns
Is explained by the pattern of the road
system which we Inherited from the
pre-motor age (Fig. 1). This inherited
road system often gives direct access to
the buildings. In fact the direct link from
town centre to town centre became
unsatisfactory because all vehicles are
forced through the centre of the fowns
whether they want to go that way or not.
Indeed the situation of «through traffic»
presents muisance and danger to the
seftlements which it penetrates. The
bypass system in this case may give
much relief. The global liability for
bypassing would appear to be very
large if every settlement, large and
small, is a bypass in every direction as
shown in Fig. 2. In fact the bypass
system Is quite costly In terms of land, so
it has to be applied wisely. In this con-
nection the SKELETAL SYSTEM network
(Fig. 3) is a better alternative meanwhile
its suitability will be at the expense of
longer Journeys. It would be outside the
scope of this paper to pursue both
alternatives in detall. The main point to
be made Is that «through traffic» Is a
complicating factor in towns and has to
be deait with separately apart from
town traffic.

«THROUGH

Dr. MAGDY A. NOUR
asst. Professor, Helwan
University, CAIR O.

TOWN TRAFFIC IN TERMS OF
BUILDING FUNCTION:

As we maintained above that traffic is
a function and a character of activities
which mainly take place in «Bulldings»,
markets, stations, cinemas... etc. For the
purpose of this description the above-
mentioned spaces can be termed
«BUILDINGS~. So trafflc can be sald to be
a function of buildings. It is true to say
that all the movements by vehicle that
take place in streets have an origin or a
destination in buildings. Some will be
moving from bullding te bullding, others
from outside the town to buildings within
it, or vice versa, while others wlll pass
through the town to another town. Dis-
regarding this through traffic, a simple
but very Important fact emerges. The
pattern traced by the vehicles as they
move are closely related to:

(a) The land use.
(b) The manner in which the bulldings
are arranged.

So, It is important to recognize the
relationship between vehicles and
buildings, and the complicated circu-
lation pattern that resuits from a com-
plicated arrangement of buildings.

DR. A. AL-DAGISTANI, THE AGA KHAN
AWARD FOR ARCHITECTURE

Confrance, Transportation in G.Cairo,
Vol. B,1984

80 0¥

T

é

S -
™M ]

4 1

3 -, . —t— =] —

2 — = -]

1 4 =4 4
'.

1980
81
a2
83



‘ALAM AL BENA’

A Monthly on Architecture

Published by

¢ Centre for Planning and
Architectural Studies, CPAS
Prints and Publication Sec.

55 th Issue March

s Editor-in-Chief
Dr. Abdelbaki lbrahim
e Assistant Editor-in-Chief
Dr. Hazem lbrahim
* Editing Manager
Arch. Nora El Shinnawy
¢ Editing Staff
Arch. Hoda Fawzy
Arch. Honaa Ngbhan
Arch. Manal Zakaria

e Editing Advisors

® Dr.  ‘Abdullah Yehya Bukhori

® Arch.Abu Zaid Rajeh

8 Dr.  Ahmed Farid Moustafa

®m Dr.  Ahmed Kamal Abdel Fattah
® Dr.  Ahmed Mass'oud

8 Dr.  Ass'ad Nodiem

® Dr.  Badri Omar Elias

® Dr.  'Ali Hassan Bassyouni

® Dr.  Solah Zaki Sa'eed

®m Dr. Taher El Sadiq

® Mr. Mohammad El Bahi

® Dr.  Mohammad Hilmy Elkholy
® Arch.Mohammad Saloh Hegab
® Dr. Mchammaod ‘Azmy Moussa
® Arch.Moustafa Shawgi

® Dr.  Isma'il Siraguddin

B Dr. Intissar 'Azzouz

* Prices and Subscription:

one copy  Annual
s Egypt PT. 75 LE 85
* Sudan PI. 75 LE Q.00
* Jordan JD A U.S.$ 42
* rag .D. 4 U.S.$ 42
* Kuwait KD. 1 U.5.§ 42
* S. Arabia SR 12 U.S.§ 42
* UA. Emirates ED 15 U.S.§ 42
* Qatar QR 12 U.5.5 42
* Bahrein BD 1 U.S.§ 42
® Syria SL15 U.S8.8 42
¢ Lebanon LLA15 U.§8.§ 42
* Morocco Ussas U.Ss.s 42
* Furope Usss U.S.5 60
* Americas U.ss & uss72
N.B. The rates increase by L.E. 1.5 for dispat-
ching by ordinary mail & L.E 3.5 for registered

mail (inside Egypt).

Correspondence:

* Cairo-Egypt (A.R.E.)

14 El Sobky Street, M. El Bakry, Heliopolis.
Tel: 670744-670271-670843

Telex: 93243 CPAS. UN

Urban Planning
and the Decisionmaker
Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim

There Is no doubt that a decisionmaker acts under the pressure of urgent local
accumulated problems in quest of the solution; which does not help him await
unhurried thinking of the planner In order fo lay before him a group of planning
alternatives, o be assessed and to choose the most appropriate of them. And then
the chosen alternative is to be transformed Into working programmes for which
annual and 5-year budgets are approplated, and so forth. Hence the Ideational,
methodological, and time gap manifests itselt between the planner and the deci-
slonmaker.

The latter, too, acts under upper pressure on the part of the central administration
In addition to lateral pressures from provinclal councillors. Furthermore, he Is
occaslonally surprised with trends of the public opinlon, whether through mass
media or through the soclal and political meetings he attends, by virtue of his posl-
tion at the head of the agency, from which he gets the capacity for making decl-
slons. Therefore, It is necessary to reallize the administrative, political, soclal, and
psychological framework, within which the decisionmaker acts.

On the one hand, it is noticed that the decisionmaker does buisiness with an
anclent red tape, that has taken root at all walks of life, within both the agency he
manages and the agencies he does buisiness with; so much so that the decision-
maker has got to the point, where he assumes alone all responsibllities, without his
Junlor officlals collaborating with him on such decisions.

©On the other hand, we see that the decisionmaker does buisiness outside the
agency with multitudes of consultative, technical, or planning agencies. He Is
bound to the projects and budgets assigned to him by both planning and finance
minisirles, even though the economy of the governorate, for instance, largely
depends on the central government, because it has got a very simple quantity of
local revenues. There begin the constraints faced by the governor if he is the decl-
sionmaker. The official here, as a decisionmaker, often seeks foreign alds however
they may be allowed by laws and regulations. The loans are always assoclated with
antecedent studies that are made by the lending agencies, which render consulta-
tive, technical, and planning services as an essentlal part of financing the loan.
With multiplicity of the lending agencies for varlous projects of public utilities the
studies become numerous, and In many cases they may agree or differ, and then the
decislonmaker proceeds fo local consultative committees joined in with some
technical and planning experis. The more such commitiees become, the more the
ylewpolnts are, and the decislonmaker gets lost among them, particularly when
such viewpoints are based on personal excilements or Individual experience,
without having objective profundities in dealing with the affairs. The decisionmaker
is primarily a politiclan before being a technical or sclentific officlal.

How, then, can such a gap be bridged between the still Inmature political thin-
king and the scientific thinking which could not carry the theory info effect? The _
planner, in the first place, has to heed disposition of the decisionmaker and show
interest In his approaches to the priorities of the pressing problems by working out
urgent solutions.

Such contormity must be associated with a parallel view of things both In the long
and in the short term simultaneously. Thus, the planner can win the confidence of
the decisionmaker, does not obstruct his way to gratify his desires, and tries to cla-
rify the lateral problems of the urgent solutions. Then the planner should fumn the
decislonmaker’s attention to the short and long dimensions in dealing with the
matters. On the other hand, it is necessary for the decislonmaker to attach the
proper value to the planning view in all ifs urgent, long-term, and shori-term dimen-
sions, and to strive for lts simultaneous accomplishment, on the basis of urban,
soclal and economic integration.
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